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I hope all families had a wonderful Thanksgiving and enjoyed the extra break from school.  We have a busy few weeks
coming up before the winter break.  Report cards will be coming out soon, and we are excited about our upcoming
holiday meal and program right before the break. These next few weeks will go by quickly and as always, please make
it a priority to have your student at school every day if possible before the longer stretch of time off in late December.

As we move through the year, I will continue to update you on important topics that we focus on at school. Every day
we focus on safe, respectful, and responsible behavior and we sincerely appreciate any support we can get from home
as you review and reinforce this as well.

Another important topic that we review often is our safety protocols such as fire drills and ALICE strategies.  As I have
shared in previous newsletters, this year we are using the book I’m Not Scared, I’m Prepared Because I Know All About
ALICE.  This is an age-appropriate book about an ant who attends school and his teacher shows him and his
classmates some strategies for staying safe if ever a wolf (“a bad someone”) comes into the school.  They learn about a
new drill (like a fire drill) called The Sheep, The Shepherd, and the Wolf Drill.  So far, I have read the book aloud to each
classroom and we have talked about some of the things the adult might ask students to do if we ever have this type of
emergency, including locking down inside the classroom (spreading out to hide and picking up something that could be
thrown at someone if necessary), barricading the classroom door, or evacuating from the building and running to a
meeting spot to get away from the building.  We will start practicing the evacuating strategy as it is closely related to our
fire drill protocols. In the coming months we will continue to review and practice the other strategies outlined in this
book, in an age appropriate manner while consistently reinforcing the most important message in this story to always
“Stop, Look, and Listen” to the adults. So far it has amazed me how even our youngest students are able to
remember the details of this story and participate in conversations about how everyone can always stay safe at school.

Reminders this week include:

Please send your child to school dressed appropriately for the weather  with pants, close toed shoes, jackets,
hats, mittens ( and soon - snowpants, boots, etc.)

RSU 3 HAS RECEIVED FREE AT HOME COVID-19 TEST KITS FROM A FEDERAL PROGRAM.
EVERY STUDENT AND STAFF MEMBER WHO WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A KIT SHOULD CALL
THEIR SCHOOL'S MAIN OFFICE.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have questions, concerns, or need support for your child or your family.
Have a great week!

(email: lroux@rsu3.org school phone:  525-3504 home phone:  568-3980    cell:  323-0990)

I’d like to send out a huge thank you to the Monroe PTO and all staff, students,
families, and community members/businesses who supported our recent Dessert

Auction.  It was a huge success and a lot of fun!
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Check out what’s happening at Monroe School … Week of 11/14

K

In math we do a warm up called “Which one doesn’t belong?” This gets us
thinking about characteristics of objects or pictures.  There is no right or
wrong answer, as long as you can explain your thinking. Some of the
reasoning we came up with for these images were: The ball doesn’t
belong because it is one item and the others are all two items.  The
flip-flops because they go on your feet and all the other objects are used
by your hands.  The mittens because they are used in the winter and the
other objects are used in the summer. What reasoning can you come up
with?

2/3 Here are two of the local leaders' posters our class finished last week.
These will be on display during the dessert auction Monday night, and
then they’ll be up at the Monroe Country Store!

4/5 This week 4-5 did a great job reading to their book buddies! They were all
very respectful and responsible. The students' narrative writing unit is
wrapping up and they have written some wonderful stories. We are
finishing up Coraline read-aloud and will be watching the movie next week
then discuss compare and contrast between them!

PE Great week - new activities/games - new equipment but same perfect
energy- perfect attitude and enthusiasm from the children - they
inspire me every time I see them - amazing

SEL This week at Monroe for our 4-5 classes we discussed how
rethinking decisions before and after they happen can benefit us. We
practiced scenarios and discussed how rethinking makes you feel. In
2-3 we continued our talk about new feelings. This week we
discussed disappointment and what it means. For k and 1, we all
talked about what we are thankful for in our lives and made thankful
placemats to take home.

Garden We are thankful to Johnny’s Selected Seeds for donating a tulip bulb
to every student to plant on our school grounds!  We used bulb
planters to dig the holes, then tucked the bulbs in the ground for
winter.  We’re looking forward to the colorful spring blossoms.
Thank you, Johnny’s!








