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Meaghan Ryan and Kelsey Colby relax and blow bubbles together outside of the school after cross country practice Monday, Oct. 18.
Both will participate in Regional cross country Oct. 22 in Ellsworth. (Photo by Sadie Myers)
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Around The Halls

Kim Rousseau, jr.
“T.P. a house and hope it
rains.”

James Hemphill, sr.
“Throwing a bunch of
eggs at a school you
don’t like.”

Officer Jon Strowig
“Last year we turned the
picture on Mr. King’s
computer upside down.”

By Chelsea Thorne
As Halloween approaches, many stu-

dents’ minds are filled with Halloween
pranks. And even though some pranks may
be funny, many hurt people.

Last year, the senior girls filled Princi-
pal Monte Couchman’s office with balloons.
This prank was a
good one. The bal-
loons weren’t filled
with confetti, so it
was easy to clean;
just pop the bal-
loons and throw
them away.

On the other
hand, some other
seniors broke into
the school, re-
leased chickens, and knocked books off
shelves in the library. This prank was taken
too far. Janitors had to catch chickens, and
vacuum up feathers. The librarians had to
pick up – at a very busy time at the close of
school— all the books that were knocked
down.

Although these were end-of-school
rather than Halloween pranks, the point re-
mains: Pranks are often hurtful. So this year
while you’re exercising your creativity to
come up with a Halloween prank, keep these
ten things in mind.

Don’t…
1. T.P. anybody’s house. Cleaning up

yards of wet toilet paper is no fun for any-
one involved.

2. Egg anybody’s car or house. Eggs
can  damage paint, break windows, and they
can leave nasty dents in a car.

3. Steal candy from little kids. This is
just plain mean. If you want candy, go to
Wal-Mart and buy a bag.

4. Tip over someone’s Port-a-Potty. I’m
not sure if anyone but construction workers
have Port-a-Pottys, but if they do, I’m sure
they wouldn’t enjoy their bathroom being
tipped on its side.

5. Break the law. Having to call your
parents from juvenile hall would not be a fun
way to conclude Halloween night.

6.  Play ‘ding-dong steal the candy-
ditch.’ This is a game where a prankster rings
the doorbell and then steals the entire bucket
of candy from the unsuspecting victim’s
hands and  runs away. People don’t really
appreciate this game because they don’t
have any candy for the real trick-or-treaters.

7. Pretend to hold up a gas station with
a water gun. This is not a good idea. Gas
stations have silent alarms, so if you do this,
the next thing you know, you’ll probably be
looking down the barrel of a very real police
gun.
(See “Pranks...” on p. 2.)

Student gives advice on pranks

Kaleb Fiest, soph.
“Putting Mr. Breese’s
trumpet in the ceiling
tiles.”

What’s a really stupid Halloween prank?
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By Jacob Simmons
Some say that random locker checks

are an invasion of students’ privacies.  Some
even go as far as to say that they are uncon-
stitutional.  They open your locker, and look
at your stuff to see if you have drugs or
other forms of contraband.

This may all be true, but is it constitu-
tional for police officers to check into
someone’s locker if they have reason to sus-
pect there may be drugs in it?  I say that it is.
I think that if you look at a list of the top
most lucrative businesses in the world, you
will find drug trafficking near the top.  It is
one of the most profitable businesses in the
world, and the flow of filthy lucre needs to
be reduced.

Most of America’s drugs come from
Mexico or our own people.  From Mexico,
we get most of our marijuana.  This drug has

caused the DEA trouble since the agency
was created.  Also from Mexico comes a lot
of cocaine and a small portion of our
country’s heroin.

From other countries we get hash and
“shrooms,” mainly from Europe, and heroin
and opium, mainly from the Middle East.
Afghanistan is the main producer of heroin
in the world.  Thus, there is a lot of money
flowing – to Mexico,  Europe and  Afghani-
stan. Drug officials should be able to use
necessary measures to reduce that flow of
laundered money.

Once the drugs reach American soil
and pass through customs and other filtra-
tions, they hit the streets.  From the streets a
lot of the drugs go to bums, pimps, and gang
lords, but a lot of it also goes to kids.

What do most people want a lot of?  I
know it probably isn’t love, sweet love.
Money is the human being’s main motiva-
tion, but there is one problem with that moti-
vation.  Most of the time, you have to work
hard to get a lot of money.

A kid sees a movie about a drug-traf-
ficking lord and gets the idea that he could
do the exact same thing, so he goes out and
buys a lot of drugs.  Where is he going to
sell these drugs?  He can’t hold on to them
for too long or they might go bad or he might
get caught.  If you spent seven hours out of
your day at one place, isn’t that where you
would try to sell them?

So, imagine that you’re the dealer.
You got the drugs, and you have school to-
morrow.  What now?  Do you carry the drugs
on you all day?  That could harbor the pos-
sibility that your contraband may fall out of
your pocket in the halls, or worse, in a class-
room.  Wait a minute. Doesn’t the school

supply you with a place to store whatever
you bring to school to make your life more
convenient?  Your locker is the place you go
first to drop off the stuff.

How many of you can actually say that
you don’t mind having druggies at your
school?  Sure, they can be funny to watch
sometimes, and sometimes they may even
be cool to hang out with.  But what do you
do when you all start losing privileges be-
cause of some punk dropping the goods on
the floor in the office?

Pretty soon, you will have to check
your bags in with the resource officer, and
you won’t be able carry your backpack
around or wear hoodies or pants that are too
baggy.  It’s a problem.

What is there to do about it?  Imagine
that your school is rampant with drugs and
violence, and the teachers have no control.
This could have all been avoided with ran-
dom locker checks, but some little whiners
think that it is an invasion of privacy.

I just get mad  when I hear people make
assumptions that aren’t educated.  Locker
checks are not an invasion of privacy be-
cause the locker doesn’t belong to you any-
way.  You are borrowing it from the school at
no extra charge.

There are actually more locker checks
than you all might think.  At my old school,
they would tell us when there was going to
be a locker check, but here we don’t even
know.  The school could tell you that they
quit having checks and still keep doing them.
You would never know.  But what does it
matter?  If you’re not dealing or using, there
is no reason to fret about the locker checks.
Besides, locker checks are just here at our
school to keep honest people honest.

Student supports random locker checks

(continued from page 2)

•Pranks hold potential to hurt others
8. Set somebody’s hay bales on fire.

Hay tends to catch fire really fast, and fires
tend to spread throughout the entire field,
burning everything until the field is crispy
and black.  You would probably forfeit most
of your college stash and your parents’ re-
tirement fund to repay the damages on this
one.

9. Ring the doorbell, and spray people
in the face with the water gun you just threat-
ened the gas station with. Not smart, not
smart at all. Not only would you be wanted
for holding up a gas station, but you would
be wanted for assault.

10. Put fish in the school’s air ducts.
Dead rotting fish stinks, so when you put it
in the air ducts, the whole school is going to
get a good whiff of Nemo, and they won’t be

too happy. If the principal catches wind of
who created the stink, you’d probably have
a lot of time to sit and savor the aroma in ISS.

Some adults might think that our hu-
morous approach to Halloween pranks won’t
do our school any good because it will give
students ideas. We don’t believe that. We
have faith in our fellow classmates to think
before they pull a stupid, yet seemingly
funny Halloween prank.

Gee, I wish it
was always
this easy.
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Kidney surgery shows family matters

Football or volleyball, this girl can’t be stopped

By Max McClure
A lifesaving blood match gave Neal

Patry a kidney and freshman Thomas Patry
a larger responsibility. On March 22, 2005,
Donna Patry gave her kidney to her brother-
in-law Neal  Patry to improve his health for
the rest of his life.

Neal was suffering from grade-four
kidney reflux disease. Reflux is where the
urine goes backward in the ureter during uri-
nation from the bladder to the kidneys in-
stead of the proper way, the kidneys to the
bladder. The severity of reflux is based on a
grade scale from one to five. Five is graded
as the most severe.

“It made it easier for him to get sick.
He was able to continue work and everyday
things, but he was tired a lot of the time,”
Thomas said.

“The disease affected my immune sys-
tem and I couldn’t produce urine,” Neal said.

The biggest problem is one out of ev-
ery four people on the waiting list die before
they receive a kidney.

 “There were more people than me that
could have given the kidney; I was just to-
wards the top of the list,” Donna said.

At the point of the surgery, Donna

went to the KU Medical Center in Kansas
City, KS, while Thomas went to Colorado to
stay with some of his extended family.

“The hardest thing for me to do was
not see her for that time,” Thomas said.

Donna had to endure several nui-
sances during her recovery period.

“She couldn’t lift heavy things that
weighed more than a gallon of milk and she
couldn’t drive very much,” Thomas said.

After giving the kidney, Donna took

some time off of work to recover, handing
off some work to her son.

“I had to stay up a little later to clean
up and finish my homework,” Thomas said.

Thomas has two little brothers, one
that is in fifth grade and one that is three
years old, but Thomas said they knew that
their big brother was in charge.

“I was off work for six weeks, mainly
because of the lifting restrictions and being
tired all the time,” Donna said.

Thomas was glad that his mom was
back home again after the surgery.

“I liked having my mom home because
I got to talk to her more.  But when she was
home, she made sure I got my chores done,”
Thomas said.

He was also glad to see her back to
normal after six weeks.

“When she was recovered, she was
right back to normal,” Thomas said.

Though the donation of Donna’s kid-
ney was a hardship for the Patry household,
Thomas said the good seems to have greatly
outweighed the loss.

“My mom giving a kidney brought our
family together because we talk more and do
a lot more together,” he said.

By Chelsi Hemphill
Whether she’s got pads on her knees or a

helmet on her head, Skylar Bosco is determined
to succeed in whatever sport she plays.

Bosco played football all through her sev-
enth and eighth grade years, but at the beginning
of her freshman year, she decided it was time for
a change. She chose to switch to volleyball.

Bosco played many positions in football,
including tailback on offense and middle line-
backer on defense.

“I was good! I got to play a lot, or at least
I thought so. I got played just like all of the guys.
For me, it was never weird being the only girl on
the team,” Bosco said.

When Bosco’s freshman year came along,
though, she decided to play volleyball.

“At first, I wasn’t sure. I told my parents
on the first day of school I’d either come home
carrying shoulder pads or a volleyball,” Bosco
said.

After a lot of thinking, Bosco made her
decision. She was going to play volleyball.

 “It had nothing to do with Coach Haxton
or not being strong enough. I just thought it would
be fun to try something new,” Bosco said.

Bosco had never played volleyball before,
so she wasn’t surprised when she made the “C”
team.

 “I’m a really good hitter, and most of my

teammates seem to back me up on that,” Bosco
joked.

Although Bosco enjoys playing volleyball,
it doesn’t seem to satisfy her as much as football
did.

“I don’t enjoy playing volleyball as much
as I did football, because there’s not as much
physical contact, but I do think it’s a lot of fun,”
Bosco said.

The first practice of the season was pretty
nerve-racking for Bosco.

“I was scared I would look really stupid
because I had no idea what I was doing, but the
coaches explained to me exactly what to do, and
I picked up on it really quickly. There’s not much
you have to remember for volleyball,” Bosco said.

Although it was definitely different for
Bosco to be playing volleyball instead of foot-
ball, she says the switch wasn’t too overwhelm-
ing for her.

 “Volleyball is actually easier for me, be-
cause in football there’s a ton of plays you have
to remember, you get tackled, and there’s more
technique. In volleyball there are only, like, two
rotations you have to remember,” Bosco said.

Bosco has had a lot of memorable moments
throughout the season so far; however, she was
able to pick one specific one that was more excit-
ing than the rest.

 “My most memorable moment was when
I got 13 aces in a row at the Minneapolis tourna-
ment! It was so cool. I’m a fairly good server, but
I never thought I’d be able to do that!” Bosco
said.

If you’re wondering whether Bosco is go-
ing to continue playing volleyball next year, she
has the answer to your question.

“More than likely,” Bosco said. “I’m con-
sidering switching back to football, but I’ll prob-
ably end up playing volleyball again!”

Seven months after Donna Patry donated a kidney
to her brother-in-law Neal, their lives and
Thomas’ life have returned to normal. (Photo
courtesy of Terry and Donna Patry)



Features                                 The Trojournal              Oct. 21, 2005•page 5

By Chelsi Hemphill
With head volleyball coach Pesha Ptacek

resigning to nurture her  baby and assistant coach
Donna Patry moving to
a junior high coaching
position, the Southeast
of Saline high school
volleyball players wel-
comed two new
coaches, Sarah Collins
and Alycia Ryff, at the
beginning of this volley-
ball season.

Collins spends
most of her time coach-
ing the varsity team;
however, she does spend a little time working
with the other players.

“I coach varsity mainly, but at the begin-
ning of every practice, all of the coaches work
with all of the players,” Collins said.

Collins moved to Salina because her fiancé,
Bryan, lives there. She saw the chance to teach at
Southeast of Saline as a great opportunity.

“This was a great job opportunity for me
to work at a wonderful school,” Collins said.

Collins, who has played volleyball for 14
years, said that she plays strongest as an outside
hitter. She has only been coaching for two years,

but said that she enjoys coaching. Senior Recog-
nition night was one of the most memorable mo-
ments in the season so far for Collins, even though
the team lost.

“Senior recognition was a lot of fun. We
played awesome that night. I thought it was re-
ally special to play on that night in particular,”
Collins said.

In addition to coaching the volleyball team,
Collins also teaches Special Education for the
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades and plans on
taking on the role as an assistant track coach for
the junior high in the spring.

Coach Alycia
Ryff spends most of her
time coaching the junior
varsity team.

“I coach mainly
junior varsity, but I help
with varsity too,” Ryff
said.

Ryff chose to
teach at Southeast of
Saline because it was a
smaller school and close
to Hope, which is where
she grew up.

“I heard it was a good school,” Ryff said.
Ryff has been playing volleyball for 12

years, and her strong points as a player are hit-
ting and blocking. This is her first year coaching,
and she enjoys it.

“It gives me a break from the school part
of things, and it’s fun to be at practice every
day,” Ryff said.

Ryff said her most memorable moments
of the season so far were the first week of volley-
ball camp and the junior varsity game against
Russell.

“The junior varsity game against Russell
was exciting. We took it to three games and won.
The girls were so excited,” Ryff said.

In addition to coaching the volleyball team,
Ryff also helps produce the junior high Informer
and teaches Creative Writing and eighth grade En-
glish. She plans on being assistant basketball coach
for the junior high girls in the winter.

 The fact that Ryff and Collins knew each
other before they started coaching together makes
coaching a lot easier for both of them.

“We went to college together at Emporia
State. When I went to play volleyball as a fresh-
man, Sarah was a junior, so we played together
for two years,” Ryff said.

They were not only teammates, but friends
too.

“We were friends, so I followed her to
Southeast,” Collins said.

By Ozzy Smith
Guten tag! That’s German for “Good Day.”

You might hear this from Pierre Pauly, foreign
exchange student from Meckenheim, Germany,
but then again, you
might only hear En-
glish since it’s the lan-
guage he’s trying to
learn  as a student here
in the US.

Pauly says
that his experiences at
Southeast have been
very good so far.

“It’s a small
school where you get
to know everybody.
And you can have lots of fun here. You meet a lot
of fun people,” Pauly said.

Although his experiences here are fun,
Pauly says there are also difficulties in adjusting
to the differences between school in Germany
and school in America.

 “The language is way different from Ger-
many, and the lengths of the (class periods) are
different and how long you stay in school. You
stay much longer in school here, and in Germany,
you leave school before lunch. Teachers spend
the same time with you, but I feel that you can go

to teachers and ask them for help easier here than
in Germany,” Pauly said.

Dating in Germany is also different from
dating in America.

“In Germany, you ask (a girl) out to a
movie or dinner, and it’s easier to get there be-
cause the cities are more concentrated and you
can walk to the next place,” Pauly said.

Drinking in Germany is legal much sooner
than it is in America.

“At age 16, you can drink. So at parties,
there are usually bars and everybody drinks. We
drink to have fun, get wasted, or get in a good
mood,” Pauly said.

Although German students can drink
younger than American students, Pauly was, at
first, surprised to see young people driving.

“We drive on the same side of the road,
but we can’t drive until we are 18. At first I was
a bit shocked that I would live on a small farm
because I wondered how I could get anywhere,
but since James and Ethan can drive, I am not
worried. It makes it a lot easier to get somewhere.
I think without a car here, you would be lost,”
Pauly said.

Pauly is also playing football for the first
time. He plays nose guard on defense and tackle
on offense. Pauly says that he really enjoys playing
football.

“It’s a great sport that we should have in
Germany, too. In the games, it’s great fun to hit
people hard and make them go down,” Pauly said.

Pauly said he will try to take football back
to Germany with him.

“I don’t think I will be good enough to
teach it to them, but maybe I can find a football
club in Germany to join,” Pauly said.

Pauly said that purchasing goods in Ger-
many is much more expensive than purchasing
them in America.

“Most things that you buy here, like jeans
or clothes in general, or food, are much cheaper
here than they are in Germany,” Pauly said.

Another change in the society of Germany
compared to the society of America is how the
majority of crimes in Europe occur.

“I think it is much easier here to own a gun
than in Europe. I think we have more organized
crimes in Europe, like Eastern European gangs
coming in on buses, stealing everything that they
can and then leaving,” Pauly said.

Pauly is currently staying with James and
Ethan Hemphill’s family. He added that even
though he is noticeably different from Americans,
he has been accepted agreeably well.

 “I think I have come a long way with most
of the people here. I don’t feel like an outsider
anymore,” Pauly said.

German catches gist of American culture

Southeast of Saline welcomes new volleyball coaches

Sarah Collins

Alycia Ryff
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By Max McClure
After playing high school and profes-

sional basketball, coaching for college and
high school basketball teams, Mike Davert
has found his true love, high school basket-
ball coaching. To court his love, he has ac-
cepted a full-time substitute job at SES.

Davert said his new job has weighed a
lot on his decision to continue coaching at
SES.

“Most people already know that
Coach Jones’ (Kansas Wesleyan’s) position
will be open next year. If I didn’t have this
full-sub job, I
probably would
be applying for
that position,”
Davert said.

He added
that he was a
KWU assistant
coach last year.

“When I
first came out
here, I was look-
ing for a college
job. Even though
I was the assistant coach at Kansas
Wesleyan, that job alone wouldn’t provide
enough money to make a living off of. Nei-
ther would the head basketball coach at SES.
But with this full-time substitute job, I will
be able to coach at SES,” Davert said.

Davert said coaching high school is
more fun than coaching college.

“I was hired Sept. 29 this year as a full-
time sub, and I’m glad I found it because I
really enjoy it out here. Coaching out here is
a lot more fun than at a college,” Davert said.

The idea of a full-time substitute posi-
tion was nothing new to Principal Monte
Couchman.

“I have been in other school districts
where this position had been filled for years.
We’ve really taken a look at our substitute
usage and how it is rare we have a day we do
not need a sub,” Couchman said.

Davert, who is certified to teach PE
and health, said he plans to work toward cer-
tification in either special education or math
and that someday he’d like to be an SES
teacher.

For now, he’ll divide his time between
elementary and secondary school.

“Mr. Davert’s time will not be split fifty
percent between high school and elemen-

tary exactly. I think that it will be more heavily
elementary during the beginning of the year
but toward the spring season it will be more
secondary level,” Couchman said.

Regardless of how his subbing time is
divided, Davert said he looks forward to con-
tinuing coaching boys’ basketball at SES.
The following are his comments from a re-
cent interview:

Question:  Do you have a family?
Answer:  I am married. My wife’s name

is Kelly.
Question:  Coaching involves a large

time commitment. How does your wife feel
about that commitment?

Answer: I wouldn’t have done this
without my wife’s support. If you talk to any
coach they would tell you that is the number
one support you need in any sport. My wife
is very supportive. She comes and watches
me all the time. She gets to know the kids as
well. It is a big sacrifice, but it’s a lot of fun.
If I figured out how much I made by the hour,
it would be about ten cents. But we don’t do
it for the money, we do it for the love of the
game.

Question:  I heard that your wife was
a cheerleader. Is she still your number one
cheerleader?

Answer: My wife wasn’t a cheerleader,
but she was an athlete. She played volley-
ball, softball, basketball, and track. She might

have been a cheerleader in high school, but
I’ll have to ask her about that.  I think she is
my number one cheerleader (now).

Question: How good were you as a
player?

Answer: I’ll try to be humble; I was
pretty good in high school and in college.  I
played pro basketball overseas. The team I
played for was based out of Dublin, Ireland.
I played there for a year. My eventual goal
was to become a coach. So I gave up basket-
ball to get my masters. I wasn’t good enough
to play in the NBA. Those guys are incred-
ible athletes. I would be a point guard in the
NBA.

Question: Where have you been and
where do you desire to go in your career?

Answer: As a coach, I’ve been at the
high school level here and in California. Then
I had 13 years where I went away from bas-
ketball. Before that, I had coached at Empo-
ria State for three years and one year at Cen-
tral Missouri State. That was in the late 80’s
to the 90’s. I want to go to the state playoff
this year and I want to continue with that for
four or five years. I’d also like to be out here
for a long time. I like it out here. I would like
to build the basketball program. I want to be
a contender of state for a few years. The
older you get seems like the more you don’t
know what’s going to happen. Maybe KSU
might come and knock on the door.

Davert joins SES faculty as permanent sub

By John Christie
Southeast of Saline Scholars’

Bowl team is preparing for a new sea-
son.

They have 13 varsity and five
freshman-sophomore meets on the
schedule to date.  This number is still
growing as more meets are being or-
ganized.

The team is returning three se-
niors -- Robert Graham, Rachael Moon,
and Calvin Roesner.

Five other members are also re-
turning from last year’s team. They
are juniors John Christie and Klint
Spiller and sophomores Ozzy Smith,
Brent Sweany, and Britten O’Banan.

The scholars’ bowl team has
added many newcomers at every level.
Two senior foreign exchange students,
Ivan Jovic and Heidi Mauersberger,
have joined.  The junior class added
new student Andrew Bauer, and the
sophomore class added Chelsea
Thorne.

Nine freshmen have also joined
the team -- Skylar Bosco, Layton
Everhart, Kristi Hargadine, Lynnsey
Heimer, Sean Martinez, Nicholas
Ostmeyer, Greg Peterson, Megan
Sauber, and Caty Weber.

The first varsity meet is on Oct.
25 in Beloit.  The freshman-sophomore
season will start on Nov. 7 in Russell.

Scholars’ Bowl buzzes into new season
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Cassie and Chelsi’s Freaky Fun Page

Can you match these people with their creepy talents?

 A. This person can walk on their toes and can’t burp!

B. This person can put their leg behind their head and
fit their whole fist in their mouth.

C. This person can touch their fingers to the backside
of their hand.

D. This person can take their leg over their back and
touch their nose with their toes!

E. This person can do really great heel clicks.

1. Brittani Butler

2. Ivan Jovac

3. Holly Henry

4. Jessica Frazier

5. Alex Bunger

 

 

October November
2222222222- Sub state volleyball 11111-HS FB Bi-District
ACT test date 22222-   Picture Re-takes
Regional cross country @ Ellsworth 3:30 pm JH sports pictures
2424242424- 6:00 PM HSFB JV vs. Hesston (H) 44444- ACT Registration Deadline
2626262626- FCCLA Fall Leadership Academy 55555- 10-4 Prairie craft show
2727272727- 7:00 pm HSFB vs. Hillsboro (H)  HS FB Regional
 Senior recognition 88888-2929292929 State Volleyball
2929292929- State cross country @ Wamego 77777- 7:30 p.m. Booster Club

88888- FFA @ Manhattan
1111111111-HS FB Sectional
11-1211-1211-1211-1211-12 Musical
1212121212- Musical
1414141414- HS Winter sports practices begin
1818181818- FFA @Manhattan
HS FB Sub State
2121212121- 1:00 pm Music NCAA League Vocal –SHHS
2222222222- 3:30 HS Winter sports pictures
23-2523-2523-2523-2523-25 No School
2626262626- HS FB State
2929292929- HS basketball “Meet the Trojan” Night
NHS Induction
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Queen candidates--Holly Henry, Chelsey Mueller, Joni Heimer, Allison Mitchell, and Brandi Pounds--have fun together after the annual
Homecoming coronation ceremony before the football game on Sept. 30. (Photo by Sadie Myers)

    Southeast of Saline students show off their      

By Chelsea Kelley
Strobe lights and optional glowing green paint made their debut at the

Homecoming dance on Oct. 1. The dance lasted from 8-11 p.m.
Reigning over the dance were Homecoming king Kyle Maine and queen

Joni Heimer. They were crowned the night before at the Homecoming football
game against Belleville, which Southeast won 50-0.

Students were sprayed with glow in the dark green paint as they walked
in the door at the dance allowing them to shine.

Many students were pleased with the celebration.
“I had a blast! Everybody was just dancing like nothing mattered, so I

decided to just jump in and dance. I didn’t care what people thought about
me; I just wanted to have fun,” sophomore Shawna Caldwell said.

To kick off the annual Homecoming festivities, Southeast had a spirit
week. The spirit week consisted of students wearing certain clothes for each
day of the week which included Monday, Village People Day; Tuesday, Jer-
sey Day; Wednesday, Cowboy Day; Thursday, Purple Day; and Friday, No
School.

There was also a bonfire on Thursday, Sept. 29. The bonfire was a
longer version of a pep rally with more activities that included everybody in
the school. The freshman class won $100 for having the most members of
their class present.

Southeast students enjoy Homecoming

Seniors Alex Bunger, Brady Srna, Zach Tanner and
sophomore Kody Lynn pose painted up to lead the crowd
at the Homecoming football game.
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Kyle Maine and Joni Heimer smile together
after being crowned Homecoming king and
queen. (Photo by Chelsea Thorne)

The Homecoming candidates and the crown and football bearers, Brooks Garretson and
Sydney Clements, line up for a picture after the crowning of the king and queen. (Photo by
Chelsi Hemphill)

Shelby Meyer, Christina Sparacino, Kristi Hargadine, and Kaleb Feist do the “YMCA” in
their Village People outfits on Sept. 25. Students got to dress up differently for each day of
Spirit Week before the Homecoming game on Friday. (Photo by Sadie Myers)

Justin Schropp, alongside football coach Pat Haxton, leads the Southeast of Saline
football team before the game Friday night. (Photo by Sadie Myers)

Homecoming king Kyle Maine, and queen
Joni Heimer dance together Saturday night
at the “Speck-tacular” Homecoming dance.
(Photo by Mr. Gary McClure)

  ‘speck-tacular’ spirit for Homecoming week
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By Shane Martin
As I sat outside, the soulful song of

locust and steady chirping of crickets
blended in a unified chorus. I was enjoying
the sweet melody of this orchestra—
Chirp…chirp, chirp, bzzzzz,bzzzzzzz—when
outside the house I heard the noisy clock
chime, 10 o’clock,
announcing that it
was time to go in.

I went into
the quiet bedroom
and lay down. Just
as I clicked the light
off, I heard it,
“Chirp…” and then
nothing. Great,
maybe he will leave.
“Chirp…Chirp,Chirp…”
Again the racket
pierced the still-
ness. I put my pil-
low over my head, “chirp…” grrrr I jumped
out of bed and turned the light on; he was
quiet. Where was he? I stomped around the

The Black Musician Fast Life
room, looking for him. He was nowhere to be
found. Maybe I scared him off. I lay back
down and clicked the light off. Ah, tranquil-
ity and silence.

But then…”CHIRP…CHIRP,
CHIRP….” He was back and louder than ever.

He started a steady
chirping, getting
louder and louder. I
hit the floor with a
thump, and jerked the
chair out from the
wall. There he was.
The six-legged, black
musician jumped
high. He hit the floor,
CHIP, CHIRP, CHIRP,
CHI…CRUNCH!

His musical ca-
reer was over. I lay
back down, sighing in

relief, and clicked the light off, ready for peace
and quiet. I closed my eyes, smiled in vic-
tory, and relaxed on the pillow-top mattress.

By Caitlin Conley
Tick, Tick, Tick-Tock.  Softly sand

the small black clock.
“Shhhhh,” the teacher whispered

softly, “I need to leave the room for a
minute. I expect you to be quiet while
I’m gone.”

The clanking of the door knob turn-
ing chimed in with the clock’s melody.
The door thumped shut and she had fi-
nally left the room.

“Is she gone?” a boy whispered as
he leaned on desk as it moaned under the
weight.

Squeaky sneakers slowly carried a
boy over to the door to peer out the glass
pane. The door opened with a little
eeekkkkk and then was shut with a bump.

“Yeah, she’s gone!” exclaimed the
boy loudly.

Like a pop star had just walked

Sounds of the Teacher-less Classroom
through the room, waves of sound
bounced off the walls. Screams and
giggles floated through the air like clouds
in the sky. Children pushed their screech-
ing chairs across the tile to meet with
their friends. The noise was happy and
joyous until the word sounded through-
out the room.

“Teacher!”
The chairs glided back with only

the sound of the wind rushing by. The
kids scurried back to their places with
only whispers of how fun it had been
while the teacher was away. The whis-
pers faded away and then ceased when
they heard clanking of the door knob
turning. The teacher rushed by with the
click-clock, click-clock of her shoes on
the tile. The kids sat there like angels,
their hands folded feet neatly placed, only
moving to adjust their halos.

Young Kansas Writers
By John Christie

Seven freshmen and one senior were
recently published in Young Kansas Writ-
ers, a publication of the Kansas Association
of Teachers of English.

Mark McClure was the senior.  He sub-
mitted his writing assessment entitled “The
Act,” a narrative about performing with pneu-
monia in last year’s musical.

Four freshmen — Caitlin Conley, Rose
Laflin, Lindsey Heimer, and Shane Martin —
wrote stories for this publication.  Three
other freshmen — Stephanie Gantt, Max
McClure, and Greg Peterson — published
poetry.

Shane Martin’s story, “The Black
Musician,” Caitlin Conley’s story “Sounds
of the Teacher-less Classroom,” and the
poem “Fast Life” by Max McClure have been
included below.

The stories and poems were published
on a CD, which was free to those who
pubished.  The submission deadline was
April 1, 2005.

Southeast students receive
state writing recognition

By Max McClure
Like a volcano erupting

Stress builds up in my life
The alarm clock goes off and I get

Out of bed.
We leave before I have time to eat.

Fast life.

Like a rocket going to blast off
My engines start

I’m at school
I run to my first class so I am not late.

 The bell sounds its alarm as I rush
to my seat

Scribble the assignment and run to
my next class.

Homework.

Like a bullet flying through a gun
I race to practice

Sprint across the court
Shuffle my feet on defense

Zip to the locker room
Then chase the bus.

My life speeds by like a sprinter’s race;
I wish that I could slow this pace.
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By Cassie Schlesener
FCCLA will be celebrating its 60th Birth-

day at the Fall Leadership Academy (FLA),
which is to be held this year at Lyons High
School on Oct. 26. All FCCLA Members are
welcome to go.

At FLA, FCCLA members will listen to
keynote speakers, be recognized for going
to Nationals, give presentations, and much
more.

State Vice President of Membership
and Corporate Sponsorship Alex Earles will
be presenting a workshop on financial fit-
ness at the FLA.

Chelsey Mueller and Elissa Stein are
currently on the Student Body Peer Educa-
tion Team.  Student Body Peer Education is
a national program that focuses on healthy
minds and bodies. Mueller and Stein are two
of four people on the team and will be pre-
senting at FLA and schools across the state.

Shannon Wilson is currently the Dis-
trict G Vice President of Public Relations.
Wilson helps write scripts and news releases

for publications. She has been busy pre-
paring for the District G chapter officer train-
ing meeting (which was held in Sterling on
Sept. 7) and for the up-coming FLA.

“Fall Leadership Academy is a great
place for the members to explore their op-
portunities available to them at the district
and state level in FCCLA. We usually have
100% participation from SES which makes
me proud,” sponsor Juanelle Garretson said.

Also on the agenda, the FCCLA chap-
ter has been helping out with the Hurricane
relief by raising money in seminar contests,
at home football games and getting all of
the students involved with the help of other
organizations such as Stuco and FFA. So
far there has been over one thousand dol-
lars donated to the fund. They have also
been selling Yankee Candles for their stu-
dent accounts. The top three people who
sold the most candles would receive a gift
certificate to Wal-Mart. The top three sell-
ers were Kaley Rodriguez, Kim Rousseau,
and Caty Weber.

FCCLA has also, drawn inspiration to
some of the students’ elective classes.

 The Life Dimensions class has been
working on community projects. It is currently
helping out with Hospice of Salina and will
be helping with the fundraising efforts for
the new Hospice Center. Four of the Life Di-
mensions students spent their Saturday
morning last week roaming the streets of
Lindsborg asking for donations towards the
sale.  Some of the students will be helping
out at their annual sale at the old Marymount
College in Salina.

Life Dimensions and Living on My
Own students have also been busy helping
sack and box up items donated for the hurri-
cane relief.

FCCLA will also be selling homemade
pies and pumpkin rolls that students are mak-
ing after school on the Oct. 20, Oct. 25 and
Nov. 3 at the Prairie Patch Craft Show. They
will also be helping out at Fun Night in the
Early Childhood Center.

Opinion
By Chelsea Thorne

Oct. 25 is rapidly approaching, and
what is so special about Oct. 25? Well, it’s
the day that the FFA Nationals start and will
continue up until the 29th. At this event, stu-
dents will receive the National Chapter
Award, attend sessions and concerts, and
look at careers. With this exciting event upon
us, we decided to put six students to the
ultimate FFA quiz.

We gave this quiz to three FFA mem-
bers (Emily Alexander, Eva Spare, and Taylor
Short) and three non-members (Kolby
Balthazor, Miranda Fluke, and Crystal Gott)
to see how much they really know about live-
stock.

The average score for the FFA mem-
bers was 10.3 out of 11, Alexander and Spare
led the FFA group with perfect scores. The
average score for the non-members was 5.3;
Fluke led the non-member group with a score
of nine.

The more entertaining answers came
from non-FFA member Kolby Balthazor.  In
response the question, “What is a steer?”
she responded, “A fat cow.” When asked

“What’s a heifer?” she said, “A fatter cow.”
And in response to “What is the brisket?”
Balthazor said, “Yummy!”

The quiz is listed below; try it your-
self.
Where does wool come from?

A. A cow
B. A sheep
C. A goat
D. A buffalo

Where does cashmere come from?
A. Cashmere is a synthetic material
B. A goat
C. A cow
D. A horse

If an animal has horns, is it a male?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Both male and female animals have

horns
What is a female sheep called?

A. A mare
B. A ewe
C. A gilt
D. A doe

What is a male sheep called?
A. A ram
B. A cob
C. A bull
D. A drake

When talking about cattle, what do you
call the male?

A. A bull
B. A hob
C. A tom
D. A buck

When talking about cattle, what do you
call the female?

A. A queen
B. A pen
C. A vixen
D. A cow

What is a steer?  a heifer?
What part of a steer does ground round
come from?

A. the shoulder
B. the rear
C. the leg
D. the belly

What is the brisket?
Where does veal come from?

A. an old bull
B. an old cow
C. a calf
D. a dairy cow

Answers:  1) B 2) B 3) A 4) B 5) A 6) A 7)
D 8) A steer is a male bovine that has been cas-
trated and a heifer is a female that has not yet
given birth to a calf. 9)B 10) The meat taken from
the chest of an animal. 11) C (usually 18-21
months old)

Test your FFA livestock knowledge
FFA heads to
nationals Oct. 25

FCCLA celebrates 60th birthday
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Big 12 celebrates 10 years of glory
By Skylar Nosker

The Big 12 conference is celebrating
their 10th anniversary this year. The confer-
ence emerged when the Big Eight conference
and four schools from the Southwest confer-
ence joined to-
gether. The
conference has
formed into a
powerhouse,
but  they’re still
not getting all
the respect
they deserve.

The rea-
son I feel this
way is because
all you hear
from sports analysts is how great the SEC
conference is. Don’t get me wrong, the SEC
is one of the best, but they never mention
the Big 12, who I feel have the depth of tal-
ented schools in every sport.

The Big 12 consists of 12 teams; six
teams are in the north division — Colorado,
Iowa State, Kansas, Kansas State, Missouri,
Nebraska — and six teams are the south divi-
sion — Baylor, Oklahoma, Oklahoma State,
Texas, Texas Tech, and Texas A&M.

All these schools are perennial con-
tenders in at least one sport. The main one is
football.

Football
Texas is ranked number two in the top

25, only because of USC, who is ranked first,
has won the last two championships and has
always been a consistent top 25 team.

Texas Tech, ranked number 13 in the
top 25, showed that they can get themselves
out of a tight spot with their win over Ne-
braska, who had been the top dog in the Big
12 before the emergence of Coach Bob
Stoops and the Oklahoma Sooners.

Oklahoma has been to  three of the last
four national championship games but has
only won one. They were a perennial top-10
team up until this year.

I know it seems like a long time since
Kansas State looked great in football, but
they have only been two years removed from
a BCS bowl, when they got smoked by Ohio
State, a team Texas beat earlier this year.

Texas A&M maintains a good football
program because they play in one of the best
stadiums that everyone hates to play at. It

basically takes a miracle or a boat load of
performance-enhancing drugs to beat them
at “The 12th Man.”

Missouri has become a good team be-
hind their junior quarterback Brad Smith.
Colorado, a team that doesn’t look good,
still went to the Big 12 championship game
last year. Baylor has a record of 4-2 after
only winning three games each of their last
three years. Kansas has really looked better
the last two years than I have ever seen
them. Then there’s Iowa State, and well …
every conference needs one school to beat
up on.

The SEC has teams that do great in
football every year. They have Florida, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, LSU, Auburn, and Ala-
bama. They also have teams that are on the
rise, like South Carolina (under the coach-
ing of Steve Spurrier) and Vanderbilt. But
they also have schools whose programs are
falling, like Mississippi, Mississippi St., and
Arkansas. Kentucky, like Iowa State, is the
punching bag of the SEC.

The problem I have with the argument
of who’s the better conference is that ev-
eryone looks at the top-25 poll. Right now
Tennessee is ranked number 18 with a
record of 3-2, while Nebraska, 4-1, has just
one loss to number 13 Texas Tech, but yet
Nebraska has never been in the top 25. The
SEC has six teams in the top 25, while the
Big 12 has three. I feel that there’s some fa-
voritism towards the SEC. It not only in foot-
ball; it’s in every sport.

Basketball
The Big 12 has numerous teams that

fight for a national championship in men’s
basketball every year. What makes them the
best is that the Big 12 has been successful
in getting the top-ranked recruits, unlike the
ACC and SEC who have lost some depth in
their conference.

In the SEC, Florida has been slipping
over the last few years, and Kentucky has
not been able to get the stars of old, making
the SEC a mediocre conference.

The ACC still has powerhouses Duke
and North Carolina, but Wake Forest and
Georgia Tech are not getting the talent
they’ve been looking for to replace their
stars.

Maryland and North Carolina State
just lost their best player to the draft. The
only good news is the empire being built in

Miami.
The Big 12 has Texas, who is picked to

win the Big 12, and, by some, to go to the
national championship game. Oklahoma has
some experienced-young talent who could
make a deep tournament run.

Kansas is on a rebuilding year but still
was able to nab three McDonald’s All-Ameri-
cans. Oklahoma State lost four starters from
last year but still has the talent to contend
for the Final Four. Missouri, Kansas State,
Texas A&M and Iowa State are potential NIT
teams.

Never count out Texas Tech when they
still have Bobby Knight as their coach, and
Nebraska has a shot at making the tourna-
ment.

Baylor is starting to turn their program
around and don’t be surprised if they end
the season with a winning record. Colorado,
well, they’re the punching bag.

The only conference that has a legiti-
mate argument is the Big Ten, with Illinois,
Michigan State, and an Indiana club that
looks like the ones that Bobby Knight used
to coach. Wisconsin and Minnesota have a
shot at making the tournament, but the rest
of the conference will have to fight to make
the NIT. On the other hand, the Big 12 will
have at least five teams competing for a Na-
tional Championship.

Other
Even in baseball last year, the Big 12

had four teams who made it in the top 10,
three of them holding on to the number one
spot at least once. Nebraska, Baylor, Okla-
homa, and Texas all made it to the College
World Series, with Texas winning it all. Prov-
ing once more that the Big 12 is the best
conference.

Baylor has one of the best track and
field programs in all of the country, not to
mention the reigning champions of Women’s
Basketball. Kansas State and Texas, along
with Baylor, have great women’s basketball
programs. Iowa State has had numerous
wrestling champions. Nebraska is ranked
number one in volleyball.

The only sport I think the Big 12 falls
short in is lacrosse, where the ACC rules,
sending three teams to the Final Four.

So, as the Big 12 celebrates its 10th an-
niversary, even without the credit, knowing
they have the best sports programs in all
college sports. Congratulations.
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By Andrew Bauer
It is one thing to be the best in your school,

but it is quite another thing to be among the best
in over 20 years. Freshman Sadie Roesner did
just that Sept. 20, running to a first place finish
at the SES invitational with a time of 12:52 and
earning herself a spot among the top 20 runners
ever to run the course.

“That’s been my best race so far,” said
Roesner. “It’s always great to run at your home
course and get all that support from people cheer-
ing you on.”

Roesner’s running career started when, as
a young girl, she ran in the Sunflower Bank Race,
which was a two mile course in Salina. Placing
first in her age group, Roesner ran with her
mother, who since then has been a strong role
model in her running.

“My mom has been pushing me to run
ever since,” Roesner said. “She’s been a major
influence to me. In big races she pushes me. She’s
really tough, and she expects so much.”

This has done nothing to curb her enthusi-
asm for the sport, however. On the contrary,
Sadie’s early success has only made running much
more enjoyable to her.

“(Cross country)’s a very competitive

sport. Not many people know that. It’s a lot of
fun to go out there, compete, and win medals,”
Roesner said.

Such medals do not come easy, especially
when there is strong competition. When asked
about any potential rivals she may have, Roesner
immediately referred to Wamego freshman,
Breanna Briggs. Although competition has been
fierce between the two, both remain on friendly
terms.

“She’s one of my rivals, I’ve only beaten
her once since eighth grade,” Roesner said . “She’s
real nice and everything, but I really want to beat
her really, really bad.”

Although being the high school girls’ top
runner means she has to take running seriously,
Roesner does not focus on her running to the ex-
tent of obsession.  Instead, she maintains room
for other activities such as FCCLA, FFA, Stuco,
softball and basketball.

“I’m not obsessed or anything like that. I
do it to keep in shape, but I don’t really want a
career in running,” Roesner said. “I like getting out
of class for this stuff too much.”

Being involved in such activities comes at a
price, however, forcing Roesner to occasionally
have to make a difficult choice between meetings

Freshman runner gives girls’ team a boost
when schedules conflict.

“Sometimes it’s overwhelming, having to
choose between activities. But I’m really glad
I’m in them,” Roesner said.

Roesner also said she is very pleased with
her performance this year, surpassing her own
expectations
of how she
would per-
form.

“ I
thought I’d
be pretty
good but not,
you know,
‘great’ or any-
t h i n g , ”
Roesner said .

B o t h
boys and girls
cross country
teams com-
pete at the re-
gional meet in
E l l s w o r t h
this Saturday.

By Robert Graham
While watching the Southeast of Saline

football team, fans are sure to notice the number
12 in purple throwing passes and darting through
the opposition’s defense to lead the Trojans to a
touchdown.  One thing that seems to go unno-
ticed is that same number 12 covering receivers
and making tackles.

Justin Schropp wears that purple num-
ber 12, and in three years as a starter, he has
built a reputation as a very talented quarter-
back and an integral part of the Trojan offense.

This reputation has, however, overshad-
owed the fact that Schropp has also been a valu-
able piece in Southeast’s defensive secondary.

Being the starting safety means that
Schropp often finds himself as the last man
between the ball carrier and the end zone, but
that is not his only job.

“I have to watch the pass and come up
to ‘run the lane,’ or help in run support,”
Schropp said of his responsibilities as safety.

With the loss of several players at key
positions from last year’s defense, Schropp has
also had to expand his role as a team leader to
the defensive side of the ball.  Schropp attributes
his leadership skills to experiences from his
sophomore year.

“There was not much senior leadership
my sophomore year,” Schropp said.  “I saw a
need for leadership next year and tried to step
into that role.”

Schropp’s ability as a leader came to the
surface during his junior year in a district game
against Hesston when he calmly led a dramatic
fourth quarter comeback.

“Hesston was my favorite game.  We were

down two touchdowns and came back and won on
a last-minute pass to (Garett) Mugler.”

This year, Schropp has been able to step
up and make similar big plays on defense.  One
prime example of this came against Russell.  In the

Sadie Roesner races at the
League meet in Downs on Oct.
13, where she placed second.
(Photo by Gary McClure)

Schropp’s defense matches his offense

Senior Justin Schropp stiff-arms a Beloit
defender on Sept. 2. Schropp has passed for
1068 yards and rushed for 741 more. (Photo
by Sadie Myers)

first half, Schropp made a stop at the goal line
on fourth down, and then he intercepted a pass
early in the second half to set up the touchdown
that put the game out of reach.

“I was just doing my job and trying to
help my team win,” Schropp said.

On Oct. 14 in an impressive 50-28 vic-
tory over previously unbeaten Marion, Schropp
showed his defensive prowess once again.  Mid-
way through the second quarter, Schropp came
up in run support, stole the ball from the hands
of  Marion’s quarterback, Josh Kelsey, and re-
turned the fumble for a Southeast touchdown.

Schropp gives a lot of credit to upper-
classmen for helping him out when he was a
freshman.  Though he said all were helpful, Matt
Garretson was the one that helped the most.

“Garretson helped me out a lot.  He played
the same positions, so he helped me learn the
plays on offense and defense,” Schropp said
about the former Southeast quarterback and
safety.

Schropp said that three years as a starter
has taught him a lot.

“Everyone makes mistakes, but you have
to forget about them and just keep playing,” he
said.

This philosophy has given Schropp great
success on both offense and defense, and in the
game of football, Schropp says, “you have to
have a short memory.”
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Sports Box
By Robert Graham
Volleyball
Aug. 30-Quadrangular (Home)
Clay Center 11-25, 26-24, 23-25
Minneapolis 18-25, 20-25
Junction City 18-25, 23-25
Sept. 6-Russell

25-27, 25-18, 25-16
25-14, 20-25, 25-15

Sept. 10-SES Inv. Trny.
Concordia 17-25, 12-25
Beloit 26-28, 23-25
W. Homeschool 25-17, 25-14
Abilene 8-25, 15-25
Sept. 13-@ Belleville

23-25, 16-25
23-25, 25-21, 19-25

Sept. 20-Minneapolis
16-25, 25-21, 16-25
14-25, 15-25

Upcoming Games:
Sept. 27-Beloit (Senior Recognition)

25-18, 16-25, 25-21
14-25, 24-26

Oct. 1-@ Concordia Inv. Trny.
Concordia 11-15, 5-25
Beloit 25-23, 13-25, 16-25
Riley County 12-25, 21-25
Marysville 14-25, 10-25
Oct. 8-@ Council Grove Inv. Trny.
Sacred Heart 7-25,16-25
Santa Fe Trail 13-25, 12-25
North. Heights 20-25, 22-25
Oct. 11-@ Ellsworth

13-25, 7-25
13-25, 19-25

Oct. 18-@ Sacred Heart
15-25, 17-25
16-25, 19-25

Six straight and wanting more

Upcoming Games
Oct. 22 Sub-State

Record 4-22

Football
Sept. 2 Beloit 0-19 L
Sept. 9 @ Minneapolis 56-8 W
Sept. 16 Russel 24-0 W
Sept. 23 @ Sac. Heart 46-28 W
Sept. 30 Belleville 50-0 W
Oct. 7 @ Ellsworth 60-8 W
Oct. 14 Marion 50-28 W
Upcoming Games:
Oct. 21 @ Hesston
Oct. 27 Hillsboro (Senior Recognition)

Record  6-1

Cross Country
Boys:
Sept. 1 Abilene 5th
Sept. 8 Hesston 3rd
Sept. 15 Clay Center 4th
Sept. 20 SES Inv. 4th
Sept. 27 Lyons 2nd
Oct. 8 Riley County 1st
Oct. 13 League 1st
Oct. 13  Downs 1st
Girls:
Sept. 1 Abilene 5th
Sept. 8 Hesston 6th
Sept. 15 Clay Center 7th
Sept. 20 SES Inv. 6th
Sept. 27 Lyons 5th
Oct. 8 Riley County 3rd
Oct. 13 League 4th
Oct. 13 Downs 4th
Upcoming events:
Oct. 22 Regional @ Ellsworth
Oct. 29 State @Wamego

By Skylar Nosker
56, 24, 46, 50, and 60, that’s the offensive

production the Southeast of Saline Trojans have
put up in their five game winning streak. As the
Trojans went into district play last Friday night,
they were met up with a mean Marion Warrior
team, who were coming into the game with an
undefeated record (6-0).

Senior Justin Schropp balanced the offense,
passing for 233 yards, rushing for 178 more, and
recovering two fumbles, including one returned
for a touchdown. Schropp finished the night with
411 yards and seven touchdowns.

Two key weapons that Schropp often uti-
lized were junior wide-outs Bryson Flax and Nick
Hardesty. Flax caught 11 passes for 140 yards
and Hardesty’s three receptions; all resulted in
touchdowns.

The defense kept the Warriors out of reach
through the first half, allowing the Warriors only
14 points. Marion did, however, begin to mount
a comeback late in the game but never came closer
than 14 points.

The Trojans put the first points on the
scoreboard with a 33-yard touchdown run by
Schropp.

The Warriors answered right back with a
53-yard run by senior tailback Casey Nelson.

The Trojans offense then went on a run,
scoring 28 unanswered points going into the half.
Hardesty caught a 21-yard pass from Schropp,
making the score 12-7. Right after that touch-
down, the Warriors’ senior quarterback Josh
Kelsey ran the ball up the middle but was pick-
pocketed by Schropp who took it back for a
touchdown.

Schropp ran the ball seven yards for a
touchdown to end the Trojans’ run with 2:02 left

in the second quarter. With :02 seconds left on
the clock, Warriors tailback Nelson ran 51 yards
for a touchdown, making the score 34-14 at half-
time.

In the third quarter, Schropp ran the ball
from two yards out for a score. Marion answered
with Nelson’s third touchdown on a one-yard
run.

In the fourth quarter, Kelsey completed a
seven-yard touchdown pass to wide-out Matt
Hett, making the score 42-28 with 9:50 left in the
game. Then Schropp and Hardesty connected for
the third time with a 13-yard touchdown pass,
stretching the lead to 22 with 3:19 left on the

clock.
On the kickoff following the touchdown,

Nelson fumbled the return, and junior Zach
Bradrick covered it up, diminishing Marion’s
hope of recovering.

The Trojans won the game 50-28, and ad-
vanced to 6-1 overall and 1-0 in district play.
Next, they will take on the Hesston Swathers,
who beat Hillsboro last week 28-12. Hesston,
who is 1-0 in district play, will have a tough time
trying to stop a Trojans’ offense that’s averaging
41 points per game.

The game will be tonight at 7:00 p.m. at
Hesston High School.

Senior Jimmy McDowell protects the ball
in a game against Ellsworth. Trojans won
the game 60-8. (Photo by Sadie Myers)
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MacDonald leads Trojan boys to League title
By Klint Spiller

The Southeast of Saline cross country
teams came away with a team title and a total of
five All-League performances, including one
NCAA League Champion, junior Clinton
MacDonald, at Downs on Oct. 13 for the NCAA
League Championship.

MacDonald captured the NCAA title in
a time of 17:13, winning his second-straight
League Championship of his career and his fifth
race of the season.

“It’s great to be the League Champ, but
it’s more satisfactory to have a League Cham-
pion team,” MacDonald said.

The boys’ team did just that. Led by
MacDonald’s gold medal effort, they captured
the gold. They won the meet with a score of 36
points in League and 52 overall, defeating nine
other full teams. Southeast swept the competi-
tion, placing four runners in the top 10 of the
League.

Freshman Max McClure’s All-League
performance earned him fourth in League with a
time of 18:15. Junior Klint Spiller followed
closely behind and placed eighth in a time of
18:30, obtaining All-League status. Senior Brady
Srna rounded out the All-League showings for
Southeast, placing 10th with a time of 19:06.
Freshman fifth runner Trask Engel finished off
this dominating performance, running the course
in a time of 19:24, and placed 13th.

The time gap between the boys’ first and
fifth runners was two minutes and 11 seconds.

“I thought we did very well. We ran re-
ally strongly and beat the opponents we had to
beat,” Engel said.

The girls’ team placed fourth in both
League and the overall meet, scoring 85 League
points and 135 overall.

Freshman Sadie Roesner captured second
in both League and the overall meet, earning All-
League honors after running the course in a time
of 12:39.

“I felt really good about the race, because
the two girls I ran against are really good, so it’s
nice to keep up with people better than me,”
Roesner said.

Sophomore Jessica Frazier finished as the
lady Trojans’ second runner, placing 16th in
League with a time of 13:59. Junior Kelsey Colby
and senior Joni Heimer finished 20th and 21st

with times of 14:22 and 14:23 respectively. Jun-
ior RanDee Platt finished as the girls’ fifth run-
ner, covering the course in a time of 15:23 and
placing 26th.

The time gap between the girls’ first and
fifth runners was two minutes and 44 seconds.

“I think that we could have done a lot
better job than what we did, but overall, it was
pretty groovy,” Frazier said.

Hoping to qualify for state competition,
the Trojan cross country teams now look to
their regional contest in Ellsworth on Oct. 22.
The boys’ team, which has qualified for the state

meet for the past three years, look to topple
Holcomb, the presently number two ranked team
in 3A, and obtain the Regional Championship. The
girls are facing the
number two and
three ranked teams
of Ellsworth and Sa-
cred Heart respec-
tively. They hope to
match last years’
performance and
make back-to-back
state appearances.

“It’s going to
take a quality per-
formance from our
top seven runners
to accomplish our
goal that we want,
which is to win a
regional title on the
guys’ side,” Head
Coach Wade
Caselman said.
“Looking on paper,
the girls have a le-
gitimate shot at be-
ing one of the top
three teams, but it’s
going to take a total

Trask Engel and Mark McClure lead a pack of runners at the NCAA
League Championship meet at Downs on Oct. 13. The boys won the
meet, and the girls placed fourth. (Photo by Mr. Gary McClure)

team effort from all of the girls, one through
seven also. Our fifth runner has got to be up
there to cut down the time gap.”

By Robert Graham
The Southeast of Saline volleyball

team heads into sub-state with a long road
ahead of them.  The Lady Trojans have
struggled to a 4-22 record with a 3-9 league
record, and on Oct. 22 they begin play in
Rock Creek, the host of their sub-state.

Along with Southeast and Rock
Creek, the eight team sub-state also includes
league foes Beloit and Sacred Heart, the
number one ranked team in Class 3A.

Because of their 4-22 record, South-
east will have to begin play against one of
the top seeds in the sub-state, and the
single elimination format means the Lady
Trojans have to play well from the outset.
This does not decrease Coach Sarah Collins’
expectations.

“We want to go in and compete very
well and possibly knock off a team that’s
ranked higher than we are,” she said.

With solid defense and aggressive of-
fense, Collins says that Southeast will be
able to have success in sub-state.

One possible first round match-up for
Southeast could be Sacred Heart, a team
that the Lady Trojans played Tuesday in a

North Central Activities Association meet-
ing.

Southeast lost both matches to Sa-
cred Heart 15-25, 17-25 and 16-25, 19-25.

Southeast is 0-3 against the Knights
this season, but Southeast played tough
in their most recent meeting.  The Lady Tro-
jans showed stretches where they were able
to play with Sacred Heart, and the second
game of the second match was tied 16-16
before Sacred Heart finally pulled away.

“I think they are definitely beatable,”
Collins said of Sacred Heart.

She added, however, that they are a
very good team.

“They are very solid and they play
well together.  They are the defending state
champs, so they are tough to beat,” she
said.

Even if they don’t play Sacred Heart
first in sub-state, Southeast will probably
have to beat the Knights eventually to get
to state.  Senior Holly Henry embraced the
challenge.

“We can beat Sacred Heart.  We have
to play a great game, but I want to play
them again,” she said.

Volleyball looks to defy odds
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By Sadie Myers
It’s hard to be God, and that’s exactly what Kyle Maine said

about his lead in this year’s musical. “Godspell” was chosen to be
performed as the annual high school musical, and Maine will be
running the show. He will be working hard to portray Jesus, and
lead a full cast of followers.

Mr. Bill Tuzicka, the co-director of “Godspell,” describes the
show as a musical about Jesus starting a new society.

“Godspell is about the forming of a community,” Tuzicka said.
There are only

two leads in the play,
besides Jesus, the
other is Judas. Chris
Weller is the other
big role, and believes
that Maine and he
were chosen for the
right parts.

“Kyle is a good
role model. He fits the
part well. Maine and
I talked about who
wanted which part
and I thought he fit
the part much better
than I,” Weller said.

When Maine
was chosen to be
Jesus, he took on a
big task. He admits
the role is a hard one,
because of all that is
expected of him.

“There’s a bil-
lion lines and I have
to tell everyone what
to do all of the time. I
also have to dance
some, and I’m
white,” Maine said.

Even though Maine is always telling the rest of the cast what
to do, they still have good things to say about him. Fellow senior
Taylor Garretson praised Kyle for his great leadership skills.

“Kyle is a great leader, and I hear he looks great in a loin
cloth!” Garretson said.

Maine has been using his experience in “Godspell” for inspi-
ration in his recent Dane Hansen essay. He wrote about one of the
parables in his essay.

“The Good Samaritan, a commonly known story, is one of the
parables portrayed in ‘Godspell’…The priest and the judge were
men that had money, respect, and a high political position; but they
didn’t display the characteristics of a good citizen...,” Maine wrote.

He then explained how that parable relates to his personal
life.

“…I am the president of the National Honor Society, Big

Maine stars as Jesus in ‘Godspell’
Brothers/ Big Sisters of America, and I’m a captain on the football
team, but this means nothing if I tyrannize others because of my
positions. I could parade over the football field pounding on fresh-
men, but that wouldn’t accomplish anything. Rather, a good citizen
uses his or her resources to help others when they’re in need,” he
wrote.

Maine is also president of Fellowship of Christian Athletes
(FCA) and an active member at his church, but he says that won’t
buy him his ticket into heaven.

“Being in-
volved in FCA,
church, and other
organizations are
great, but organiza-
tions won’t get me
into heaven; only
God’s grace can do
that,” he said.

M a i n e
doesn’t only go to
church; he helps
start them. He
spent most of his
summer vacation
under the Arizona
sun building
churches.

“It was very
hot, but I helped
start a church by
passing out 5,000
flyers door-to-
door. The trip itself
was very hectic be-
cause the family I
stayed with has six
kids,”  Maine said.

Through the
heat and all the kids

running around, Maine still benefited from his trip to Arizona.
“After spending my summer in Arizona, I now have a better

appreciation for my home life,” he said.
Brady Srna, one of the cast members in “Godspell,” has taken

note of Maine’s Jesus-like characteristics.
“Kyle Maine is like Jesus; he’s my hero!!” Srna said.
Even though Maine isn’t new to Christian service, he still

admits that it is a little tricky to be Jesus. He has been learning from
his role in “Godspell.”

“I try hard to be good, but His perfection is way beyond me.
The more I research my lines, the more I find that Jesus is the prime
example of a good citizen because he was a perfect model of a humble
servant,” Maine said.

“Godspell” will be performed on Nov. 11 and 12. Tickets will
be available on Oct. 24  for three dollars for outside section seats
and four dollars for the middle seats.

Kyle Maine (Jesus) gets his disciples into rank during one of the scenes in “Godspell.”
The show will be performed on Nov. 11 and 12 in the SES auditorium.  (Photo by
Andrew Bauer)


