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Taylor Garretson (a demon) smiles at Calvin Roesner (the rich man in “The Rich Man and Lazarus”) before she puts him in torment.
Both played parts in the school musical “Godspell” on Nov. 10 and 12. For more photos, see pages 8-9. (Photo by Skylar Nosker)
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Around the Halls

By Klint Spiller
The State Board of Education voted

on Nov. 8 to allow the discussion of the flaws
in evolution, giving students the opportu-
nity to inquire about the alternatives to the
theory of evolution, which include Intelligent
Design.

Though the
Board has not
made it mandatory
to teach Intelligent
Design in class-
rooms, they have
opened the door to
teaching super-
natural reasoning in
science class-
rooms.

This is by far the largest problem with
the new changes to the science curriculum.
First of all, science is not meant to teach us
about supernatural answers to our questions
of life. Science’s purpose is to teach us the
natural reasoning for the world, using rep-
etition and experimentation, not a belief of
how the world works.

This decision has created a lot of con-
troversy, not only within the state of Kansas
but throughout the United States as well.

The government has established a firm
separation between church and state, and

our State Board of Education is trying their
hardest to violate this ruling.

Intelligent Design is a “scientific” idea
that says that life is too complex for it to be
explained by natural means, so thus, life must
have been created using supernatural means
by some divine designer.

Many say that Intelligent Design is
just a revamped and generalized version of
the belief of creationism, which has been
banned from school curriculums after being
ruled unconstitutional. The creators of the
theory seem to have simply replaced the
word “God” with “designer” and called it a
theory.

There is one problem with this: An idea
must have some type of evidence backing it
in order for it to be recognized as a theory.
As of right now, the Intelligent Design folks
are relying on a vague observation and on
criticisms of evolution to back their “theory.”
They have observed that living things are
so complex that it is impossible for them not
to have a creator, and they believe that bil-
lions of years is not enough time for evolu-
tion to occur between species, such as mon-
keys into humans.

This was not sufficient scientific evi-
dence last year, but because of the State
Board’s ruling, this is now good enough to
(See “Board...” on page 3.)

Science devolves after decision

Rex Cooper, Staff
“I don’t believe it is science
when a theory is based on
perceived weaknesses of
another theory instead of
evidence collected in
support of your own theory.”

Kelsey Colby, Jr.
“I don’t know. Why don’t
they teach the theory of God
creating the Earth?”

Kylee Anderson, Sr.
“It is a scientific theory and
they have facts to base it on.
Just because they teach it,
doesn’t mean you have to
believe it.”

Should ‘Intelligent Design’ be taught alongside evolution?

Todd Baird, Staff
“I think scientists have the
most knowledge on the
subject of creationism, so
they, as a majority, should
decide   what is taught in
the classroom.”
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By Chelsea Thorne
Recently, newspapers reported that a

group of girls decided to ‘girlcott’ the Atti-
tude shirts made by Abercrombie and Fitch
because some of the messages were degrad-
ing. Shirt slogans such as ‘Who needs brains
when you’ve got these?’ and ‘Blondes are
adored while brunettes are ignored’ are of-
fensive and degrade women, the girls said.

Even though I’d contend that the
blond/brunette slogan is just good-natured
fun, I do agree that shirts could use a few
new slogans.

The following 10 shirt slogans are
tasteful and funny.  They’ve inspired me not
to girlcott shirts but to try my hand at five
more I’d like to see on shirts.
1. “Vote for Pedro.” Napoleon Dynamite is
        the best movie ever, and I would
        definitely vote for Pedro
2. “Support bacteria!” For some people,
        bacteria are the only culture they
        have.
3. “Guys are like parking places; all the

good ones are taken.” I have a shirt
that says that, and it is my absolute
favorite.

4. “If you can read this, you are too close
for your own good.” The letters on
this get increasingly smaller, like a
vision tester sheet. I have seen them

on underwear, but I think they need
to put this slogan on shirts too.

5. “Keep laughing; this is your girlfriend’s
shirt.”  Any guy who can wear pink
and make jokes about it is cool.

6. “Save cows! Eat a vegetarian.”
Anyone who knows me, knows that
my favorite animals are cows, and
this is one of my favorite shirts.

7. “Cute to crazy in .075 seconds.”  I have
seen this shirt with a turtle on it and
loved it! I would have bought it, but I
didn’t have the money.

8. “If Barbie is so popular, why do you
have to buy all her friends?”  I saw
this on an email and have wondered
about it ever since.  It would make a
great shirt slogan.

9. “Do you believe in love at first sight, or
should I walk by again?” This is a
classic pick-up line put on a shirt,
and I like it!

10. “Guys are wonderful; every girl
should own one.” Guys are great, and
I think girls should have a couple that
belong to her and only her. I like this
shirt; however, it is banned here at
SES for being sexist.

Although the slogans above are

clever, I felt that I could be a slogan artist.
Here are five sayings I came up with to put
on shirts.

1. “Buster is my hero.” Buster from the
show ‘MythBusters’ has been
through more than any other test
dummy on this planet.

2. “Babies shouldn’t have babies.” This
one is self explanatory. Young girls
need to stop having babies!! My
friend is a freshman and she is a
mommy-to-be.

3. “Feed the models.” Supermodels these
days are too dang skinny.  They need
to put some meat on their protruding
bones.

4. “Hi, my name is ____ and I am a
member of Shoppers Anonymous.”
They have Narcotics Anonymous,
Alcoholics Anonymous; they need to
have a Shoppers Anonymous, and I
could be the president!

5. “Monday’s are the spawn of Satan.”
This is very true! Monday’s are evil
and should be considered to be cruel
and unusual forms of punishment.

Whether you agree with the girlcott
or not, T-shirt slogans are meant to be for
fun, and should not be degrading or hurtful
to others.

Recent ‘girlcott’ sparks shirt slogan suggestions

lobby its way into high school’s science
curriculum alongside Newton’s laws of mo-
tion, Niels Bohr’s model of the atom, and
Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity.

The only real evidence that Intelligent
Design has is small flaws found in the theory
of evolution and speculation of religious
documents that say it’s true, which should
lead to more of a historical and philosophi-
cal argument than a scientific one.

Though we do not state that the belief
of creationism is untrue, we do disagree with
our State Board of Education’s ultra-conser-
vative beliefs saying that supernatural phe-
nomena should be taught in a science class-
room. Science is not meant to teach us about
angels and demons. It is meant to teach us
how the world works, not the mythological
reasoning for how the world works. That is
meant for a philosophy course, not a sci-
ence curriculum.

(continued from page 2)

Cartoon by Jacob Simmons

•Board leaves door open to Intelligent Design
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By Jacob Simmons
Sometimes, many of us might think that

school is too hard, or even boring.  We might not
think so if we went to a German school for a year.

To Heidi Mauersberger, coming to the
United States seems like
a vacation, even if she is
going to school just like
the rest of us.

“In Germany, we
go to sixteen different
classes every week.  It is
a different schedule ev-
ery day,” Mauersberger
said.  This may sound
like she has a huge pick
of classes but she only
has twenty different classes to choose from any-
way.  After elementary school in Germany, your
grades decide what type of school you will at-
tend.  They also decide whether you should pur-
sue math, science, or the arts.  There are four
different schools that you can attend, entry is
dependant of your attitude and grades.

“My school focuses mainly on science,
but I also love to do some creative classes such as
art, music, or other types of classes.”
Mauersberger said.

She also said that the classrooms in Ger-
many are very basic.  They have very few post-
ers on the walls.

“The lessons are very plain in my school.
Here at SES you do some fun stuff like throwing
eggs to test physics.  In Germany, classes pre-
dominantly consist of lectures and presentations
from the teachers.  Also the classrooms are more
inviting in this school.”

“There is an amazing range of classes here.
The classes are vague in Germany.  You can take
art, but that one class covers all of it.  Here if I
just wanted to take a class on pottery or jewelry,
I could,” Mauersberger said.

She said that in Germany the school sys-
tem doesn’t give students the diverse choice of
classes that they get here in the States.
Mauersberger said she likes the choices, but there
were a few things that she had to adapt to.

“The passing periods in here are too short.
In Germany we get fifteen minutes between ev-
ery class. It is hard to be on time because in Ger-
many you stay in one class all day and the teach-
ers come to you.  You take everything you’ll
need for the day in your back pack,”
Mauersberger said.

Mauersberger didn’t come here only to
learn, though.  She said she also wanted to expe-
rience the culture.  One of the things that she has
enjoyed participating in is a church youth group
with her host sister, Sadie Myers.

“I went to a youth group with Sadie; it
was fun,” Mauersberger said.  She is staying with
Sadie Myers’ family.

She has also gone to Missouri with her
host family.

“We went to visit Sadie’s sister (Angela)
in Missouri, but I didn’t get to see some of the
countryside there; I slept a lot of the ride up
there,” Mauersberger said.

Besides traveling, she has done what she
normally does to pass the time, like listening to
music and reading books.

“I like to play the guitar and read.  I also
like to listen to music.  Oasis is one of my favor-
ite bands, although I like music from Germany
too,” she said.

Mauersberger is from a town called
Kleinmachnow, which is near Berlin.  There are
several differences between Salina and
Kleinmachnow.  One of the main differences is
the fact that in Kleinmachnow, you can walk or
ride your bicycle anywhere.

“In Kleinmachnow I could ride anywhere
to meet my friends or go to the movies,” she said.

She added that it’s fortunate that the bi-
cycle provides transportation because in Ger-
many, young people can’t drive until they are 18.

“Here I have to depend more on my host
family (to get to events),” Mauersberger said.

There are several other differences between
Kleinmachnow and Assaria. Even though they
are not geographically similar the climate is about
the same.  It is hot in the summer, cold in the
winter.

Foreigner feels at home away from Germany

SES junior makes plans to tie the knot
By Rachel Nicholson

Junior Amanda Baker is a self-pro-
claimed “dark and lonely soul,” but if the 16-
year-old continues with her current plans,
she won’t be
lonely for much
longer.

Baker is
engaged to a se-
nior at Salina
South High
School named
James “Jimmy”
Lands. They
have known each
other for a little
over a year, have
been dating for a year, and have been en-
gaged for approximately five months.

“To most, it must seem like a whirl-
wind romance, but we really do love each
other,” Baker said.

Baker and Lands have most of the as-
pects of the wedding planned out.  The col-
ors will be pink, silver, and black. They want

it to be at Sunset Park in Salina. The maid of
honor will be Baker’s sister, C.J. and another
bridesmaid will be her friend, Alexis Pinnick.
Baker is unsure of the remaining bridesmaid.
The groomsmen will be Lands’ brothers,
Tommy and Larry. One of the two will be the
best man, but Lands is unsure of which one.

 Baker’s younger sister is very excited
about the upcoming wedding,

“I’m happy for them, and I can’t wait
to have a brother-in-law!” Baker’s sister, C.J.,
said.

Baker said that her parents say she
must wait until she is 19 before she and
Lands can tie the knot. Baker is planning on
graduating from high school and plans on
attending the Hair Academy in Salina, but
she is not sure if the wedding will be before
she attends the Academy or after she gradu-
ates.

“I’m not sure if I want to get married
before or after the Hair Academy,” Baker said.

Although some students around the
school claim that the marriage will not last,

Baker insists her family and everyone else
around her and Lands are completely sup-
portive.

“It seems like everyone I know loves
it, and it makes them happy. My parents knew
that we would get engaged two months be-
fore I did!” Baker said.

Baker spends either every day or ev-
ery other day with Lands, and when asked if
she ever got tired of spending so much time
with him, she just simply replied “never.”

Baker and Lands are planning on hav-
ing at least four children and intend on start-
ing that segment of their lives when they are
in their mid-20s or early 30s.

“I remember when he proposed to me.
It was on July 10 in the Garden of the Gods
Park in Colorado on top of a huge rock with
Pike’s Peak in the background…it was so
funny because he wanted to propose on
Pike’s Peak, but my mom scheduled us to go
there the next day. He just couldn’t wait, so
he made sure it was at least in the back-
ground,” Baker said with a smile.
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By Max McClure
Prior to mid July, freshman Tyler Herrington

thought a week between visits to father Sean
Herrington’s house was a long time. He recently
found out that nine weeks was a lot longer.

When Sean, a Salina physician and a na-
tional guardsman, was called to active duty as a
doctor in Iraq in July, Tyler’s only contact with
him was by phone and e-mail. But all that changed
on Nov. 1 when Sean came home two weeks early.

“I got to see him every other weekend when
he was home. When he went to war, he was gone
for about 106 days, but he was supposed to be there
for 120 days,” Tyler said.

Tyler said his home life was a little different
without his dad.

“I had to pick up some of his jobs. He
couldn’t come to my football games either. It was a
little different because he couldn’t help me with
my homework while he was gone,” Tyler said.

Being away from home was different for
Sean too.

“I really did not know anyone else over there
before going over, but two of the other doctors in
my unit were from Kansas,” he said.

The landscape was also different for Sean.
“Iraq was very different from the US — no

Wal-Mart, Kwik Shop’s, or McDonald’s.  Some of
the US army bases had Burger Kings and Pizza Huts
but not where I was.  It is a third world impover-
ished area where we were.  About 80 percent of the
people can’t read or write, and most are agricul-
tural farmers or laborers.  It is usually hot and dry,
up to 140 degrees in the summer and has the “rainy
season” from December through March,” Sean said.

Sean’s journey to the foreign land began in
late summer.

“I left July 31; I was in El Paso at Fort Bliss
for two weeks. Then I was in Kuwait about a day
before going to Iraq Aug. 15.  I left Iraq Oct. 25,

went back to Fort Bliss for a week and got home on
Nov. 2,” Sean said.

Tyler said that he wasn’t all that worried
about his dad over in Iraq.

“My dad was pretty safe over in Iraq,” Tyler
said.

Sean agreed that he had been assigned to a
relatively safe location and a fairly safe job in Iraq.

“I was about 60 miles east of Baghdad and
near the Iranian border.  Most of the injured sol-
diers we saw in the clinic were Iraqi Army guys that
accidentally shot either themselves or their buddy.
I was doing ‘sick call’ duties and mostly treated

minor injuries, back pain, coughs, and colds, and
occasionally saw some trauma, or MASCALs (mass
casualties),” Sean said.

Even though he saw a few casualties, Sean
said his assignment in Iraq was, in many ways, easier
than one might expect.

“I was pretty comfortable.  Most buildings
had air conditioning.  I slept in a CHU (compart-
mentalized housing unit), kind of a two-man trailer.
We had trailers with hot showers and bathrooms
that were close by.

He was also comfortable with how much he
got to talk to his family.

“I was happy that I got to either email them
or talk to them on the phone at least every day,”
Sean said.

Tyler agreed, but said it’s a lot better to have
him home.

“I could send him an e-mail just about any
time and I could talk to him on the phone three
times a week, but that isn’t half as good as just
hanging out with him and playing catch,” Tyler
said.

Tyler said he really respects what his dad has
done, but he may not do the same.

“I probably won’t volunteer to go to war or
to be a national guardsman,” Tyler said.

Many changes seemed to happen at home
for Sean.

“All the kids looked liked they had each
grown a foot.  It was very good to see everyone,
and I had never missed my family so much.  It was
great to be home, but it was a real honor and expe-
rience to have spent time over in Iraq,” he said.

By Chelsi Hemphill
When multiple injuries forced junior Kayla

Hemphill to stop playing sports at a young age, she
didn’t sit around on the couch and pity herself. She
chose to turn her fo-
cus towards music in-
stead.

H e m p h i l l ’s
first injury occurred
during her seventh
grade year during the
second basketball
practice.

“I tripped
over another player
during a drill at prac-
tice. I went to the
doctor and it turned
out I had broken my right thumb. I ended up not
being able to play the whole season because I was in
a cast,” Hemphill said.

Hemphill’s bad luck carried into the next
basketball season. It was the third day of practice
her eighth grade year, and during one of her classes,
she injured her knee when she jumped off of a desk.

“I was standing on a desk, hanging papers up
on the wall for one of my teachers, and when I
jumped off, my knee popped,” Hemphill said.

Sean Herrington checks on an injured soldier in
Iraq. (Picture courtesy of Sean Herrington)

As it turns out, she had torn the cartilage in
her right knee and had to get surgery to remove
tissues so that the injury would stop swelling.

“I was on crutches for about three weeks; it
was terrible,” Hemphill said.

However, this was not the end of Hemphill’s
knee troubles. When she was finally able to return
to gym class after her surgery, she ended up re-
injuring her knee that day.

“My first day back to gym class, we were
playing a game, and I tripped over Klint Spiller. I
ended up hurting my knee again, and I had to be
wheeled upstairs in a wheelchair. It was very embar-
rassing,” she said.

Hemphill’s most recent injury occurred dur-
ing the second week of cross country practice her
freshman year.

“I was running the course, and my foot got
caught in a hole. I tripped and broke my cuboid
bone, navicular bone, and arch,” she said.

Hemphill ended up having to get three sur-
geries to help heal her foot, but she continues to
have trouble.

“I’m going to a foot specialist soon to see if
there’s anything else they can do for my foot. I just
hope they can get it back the way it used to be,”
Hemphill said.

Due to these injuries, Hemphill is not able
to play sports anymore. However, she hasn’t let
this stop her from setting new goals for herself.

“Not playing sports gave me a lot of time
to focus on just playing music,” she said.

Hemphill started out playing the clarinet,
but in the past two years, she has started learning to
play guitar, piano, saxophone, and bass drum also.

“Last year I went to Regionals and State for
playing my clarinet, and Miss Reif worked really
hard helping me get ready for KMEA (Kansas Mu-
sical Education Association) tryouts. I didn’t make
it, but there’s always next year,” she said.

Hemphill plans on going to Bethany Col-
lege when she graduates to study music and eventu-
ally become a band teacher.

“Mr. Breese is the main reason for me want-
ing to become a band teacher. Mr. Breese is my
idol! He makes band fun for everyone, no matter
what kind of mood he’s in,” Hemphill said.

Hemphill said that if it wasn’t for her inju-
ries, she may have never realized how successful
she could be in music.

“If I hadn’t been injured so many times,
then I would probably be focusing on sports still. I
never would have discovered my musical abilities,”
she said.

Doctor dad is delivered back to the United States

Student turns to music after a series of unfortunate events
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By Max McClure
Football players might not want to try to tackle this cheer-

leader.  Sophomore cheerleader Taylor Short proved that recently as
she kicked aside both girls and boys on her way
to a karate championship.

Finishing grand champion, Short beat out
everyone in her age group, 13-18, in Saint John’s
High School just south of Great Bend on Nov. 5.

“In sparring, I went up against two girls,
and once I won against those two, I went against
the two winners of the guys’ division,” she said.

She also said sparring isn’t exactly like fist
fighting.

“Sparring is like fighting with protective gear
on and you use padded weapons,” Short said.

It wasn’t exactly what she expected either.
“I wasn’t very surprised that I won against

the girls, but when I beat the guys, I was very
surprised. It was a big shock,” she said.

Short said the main reason she was so
shocked is that she’s only been practicing for six
weeks while others have practiced for years.

“I practice once a week with my team, and
then every night I practice for about thirty min-
utes.  It’s not hard to learn karate. You just have to
be really disciplined,” she said.

 “I’ve practiced karate six weeks and I’m on
my white belt. The order of the belts are white,
yellow, orange, green, blue, purple, brown, red,
and black,” Short said.

Short said that karate championships don’t

Sophomore smacks down karate opponents

By Sadie Myers
A 5’10” point guard is a coach’s dream,

but thanks to freshman Stephanie Frost, this
year’s basketball
coach won’t be dream-
ing any longer. Frost
has been right in
Southeast of Saline’s
back yard since she
was a child.

Frost has been
in the district for over
five years, but has
been home schooled.
She lives at Lake
Wassy (now called Lakeside) with her fam-
ily and has recently enrolled at SES, mostly
because she wanted to play basketball.

For years, the Frost family owned the
“Shepherd’s Gate Boys’ Home,” and Frost
grew up with the Shepherd’s Gate boys,
along with her three brothers.

“The reason I probably started play-
ing basketball was not only because I love
to play, but because I would always play
against the boys in the boy’s home and it
was great competition for me. I would end
up playing basketball all day,” Frost said.

Over the years, Frost has come to love
basketball. She played on a home school
team last year and is planning to play for
Southeast.

“I liked playing on the home-school
team, but it wasn’t much competition, and I
wasn’t eligible to play for Smoky Valley since
I was enrolled in the virtual school.   I played
quite a bit on the home school team, but it
could be totally different here,” she said.

Not only will basketball be different
for Frost, but the way she learns will be too.
Before transferring to Southeast, she at-
tended Smoky Valley Virtual Charter School
(aka “virtual school”) in Lindsborg. Virtual
school is like home schooling in some as-

pects, but is done on the computer.
“The virtual school is an on-line school

that you do at home. You do your school
work at home and meet with your teachers
on a web conference if you have questions
about the lesson,” Frost said.

She has been home schooled since
fifth grade. Frost said that she has always
had the desire to go to a public school and
picked Southeast because of the people.

“I had to choose between Smoky Val-
ley and Southeast. I picked SES mostly be-
cause I know more people here, and I wanted
to play basketball here,” she said.

 Frost thinks that getting used to a
public school has been fairly easy, and says
that she has been enjoying socializing with
people other than her family.

“I get to see people everyday and ac-
tually go somewhere instead of just home.
The only people I would be with all day were
my parents and three brothers,” Frost said.

Short holds her Grand Champion
trophy and black belt after
winning a karate competition.
(Photo courtesy of  Louanne
Short)

involve fighting with the intent to maim the opponent, but that there
is contact.

She said that she came home not only the Grand Champion,
but also with some bruises.

“I am really bruised and sore after spar-
ring,” she said.

She said she took shots to quite a few
places on her body.

“You fight with a 24-inch-long padded stick
with a plastic handle on it. You hit their legs or
their arms. In just  regular sparring, you can
punch and kick, but you can never take a shot at
the head, no matter what,” she said.

In addition to causing bumps and bruises,
Short said sparring is also very tiring.

“Even though 30 seconds isn’t very long,
fighting really wears you out. I slept and relaxed
after almost every one of my matches,” Short
said.

She wouldn’t want to rest too much,
though, because her mom, Louanne Short, who
is also taking the class, might gain an advantage
over her.

“The karate class I’m in right now is a fam-
ily class and Mom and I are both in it,” she said.
“We fight a little bit, but it is only for practice.  I
can just fight 13-18 year olds at the tournaments.”

She’s pretty confident of the outcome,
though, if she would get a chance to compete
against her mom.

“If I did fight her, I would probably win,”
Short said.

Previously home schooled 5’10” point guard enrolls at SES
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  Cassie and Chelsi’s Fantastic Fun Page!
Can you guess what these people are really doing?

2. BRADY SRNA is....
A) At a photo shoot for next
months issue of Vogue.
B) Getting ready to play a
mean game of Pin ball!
C) Seeing if his new outfit
really gets the ladies!

1. BRYSON & TRAVIS are....
A) Celebrating Travis’ big play
at the Philipsburg game.
B) Showing us the true mean-
ing of PDA!
C) Arguing over who looks
better in their uniform!

3. MR. KREHBIEL &
MRS. McLAUGHLIN are...
A) Trying out for dance team.
B) Showing their school spirit
at the pep rally.
C)Having a dance-off for
teacher of the year award.

4. CHELSIE GREEN is....
A) Showing off her new sport
“Locker Basketball.”
B) Playing hide-n-seek.
C) Seeing if she could fit in
Aaron Plymell’s locker.

5. HOLLY HENRY, MEAGHAN
RYAN, & ALEX EARLES are....
A) Having fun backstage on
the set of “Godspell.”
B) Kissing a pet water bottle.
C) All of the above

6. JESSICA FRAZIER is...
A) Doing a heel click before
running at the State CC Meet.
B) Practicing her take-off skills
C) Taking a bullet for her
coach, Wade Casselman.

Answers: 1) A 2) B 3) B 4) C 5) C 6)A

1) 2)

4) 5) 6)

3)
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Photos by Skylar Nosker, Max
McClure, and Klint Spiller.

Rachael Moon serenades Kyle Maine (Jesus) with her solo, “Day by Day”
after becoming one of his disciples.

Kody Lynn (the prodigal son) acts out the parable
while Chris Weller (Judas) watches the scene.

Kyle Maine (Jesus) shows his disciples a magic trick as they stand in
awe, open-mouthed.

High school musical casts

Calvin Roesner (the judge) pats Meaghan Ryan (the widow)
on the head during the parable of the unjust judge.
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Kyle Maine (Jesus) looks up toward God and pleads with Him to save his followers in the song, “When Wilt Thou Save the People.”

Kelsey Brown tries to make peace with Brady Srna (her
brother) so she can offer her gift on the altar.

Clinton MacDonald holds Sadie Myers in his arms, telling Jesus
that she has a “weak back” since about a “week back.”

a “Godspell” on the crowd



News The Trojournal  Nov. 18, 2005•page 10

FFA competes in Nationals

Trust paints Southeast red
By Chelsi Hemphill

Red!! Southeast students sure did see
a lot of it, because the week before Hallow-
een, TRUST kicked off the beginning of Red
Ribbon Week.

TRUST members started the week off
by meeting at McDonald’s and tying red rib-
bons on cars. Red bracelets were handed out
during seminar. Students were to wear the
bracelets everyday that week, and if their
name was called at the end of the day, then
they would receive a prize.

Tuesday, TRUST members and fourth
graders tied red ribbons on cars, and created a
fence message that said, “SES DRUG FREE!”

Wednesday was “wear red day.” The
seminar with the most students wearing red
received a prize. A group called Leaders of the
pack, from Joplin, Missouri also came to the
school and performed real life situation skits.

The end of Red Ribbon Week was cel-
ebrated with activities at the football game on
Friday.

By John Christie
Southeast of Saline students man-

aged a fourth place finish out of 19 schools
when the team competed at Fort Hays Uni-
versity in the Math Relays on Nov. 10
against students from schools all over the
state.

 Freshmen and sophomores  led the
team.  Freshmen placed second as a team in
Algebraic Manipulations and sixth in Ge-
ometry.  Caitlin Conley placed eighth in Cal-
culations with Calculators.

The sophomore team placed first in
Number Sense.  Individually Ozzy Smith
placed ninth in Geometry and Jessica

By Andrew Bauer
Members of the Southeast of Saline band

and choir programs traveled to Junction City Nov.
5 in hopes of qualifying for district honor band
and honor choir. Tryouts were based upon a com-
posite of scales, sight reading, and a portion of an
audition piece.

Qualifying for the North Central District
Honor Choir were Kody Lynn and Mark
McClure, both as tenors. McClure also tried out
for the jazz band on alto saxophone and quali-
fied as an alternate for concert bassoon.

Qualifying for the Honor Concert Band
were Carlie Krager on flute, Kaleb Feist on tuba,

SES sends five musicians to state

Scholars’ Bowl kicks off season

By Ross Terry
Custodians Josh Massey, Randy Beau-

mont, and John Kuhn recently remodeled the
median at the entrance to the school.

These custodians were assigned this
task by the school administration because the
island “needed sprucing up.”  The work that
they did included removing the rocks and
gravel, adding mulch, and also adding com-
post to the dirt.  For landscaping, they hired
10 Acres Garden.  It took the custodians the
better part of a week to renovate the island,
and it had a total cost around $1,400.

One custodian, Josh Massey, said that
there are also some other projects being
thought about for the near future, but none
are definite yet.

SES spruces up island entranceBy Chelsea Thorne
On Oct. 25, six students — juniors

Amber Barnett and Kajsa Thelander; sopho-
mores Brent Sweany, Jacob Fehlman, and
Charliey Staab; and freshman Brianne
Sweany — left school at the beginning of
Seminar to attend this year’s FFA Nationals
in Louisville, Kentucky Oct. 25-29.

These six students were chosen by
former FFA members and a former National
FFA officer by the applications they turned
in to the school.

At the national convention, the South-
east of Saline FFA Chapter was awarded the
prestigious National Chapter Award.  This
award is based on an application completed
by the officers that details the top three
events for the chapter in community, stu-
dent and chapter development.

In addition to this award, the members
attended sessions that featured a laser light
show, award presentations, and speeches by
two keynote speakers, Amanda Gore and
“The Chalk Man.”

The highlight of the convention for
most of the members was touring the careers
show and completing the scavenger hunt.

and Andrew Bauer on percussion.
Other students trying out were Joel Plat-

ter for concert trombone, Kayla Hemphill for con-
cert clarinet, and Rachael Moon for jazz bass
saxophone.  Sponsors were band director Quentin
Breese, Krystal Breese, and Sarah Reif.

The Kansas Music Educators Association
(KMEA) North Central District Festival concert
will be held at Manhattan High School West Cam-
pus on Saturday, Dec. 3, 2005. All members of
the District Honor Band and Choir automatically
qualify for a state audition, which is to be held
Jan. 7. In case of inclement weather, auditions
will take place one week later on Jan. 14.

Written by Agriculture teachers in Kansas,
the scavenger hunt had students go all over
the career show taking pictures and collect-
ing items about FFA programs.  Brent
Sweany, Jacob Fehlman, and Charliey Staab
won the scavenger hunt for the SES chapter.

On Friday, the chapter toured Louis-
ville, and members went to the Kentucky
Derby and museum, the Louisville Slugger
Store and museum, and ate dinner at Joe’s
Crab Shack.  The trip was concluded after a
10-hour ride from Louisville to Kansas on
Saturday.

SES Shorts

SES places fourth at Math Relays

By John Christie
Southeast of Saline’s Scholars’ Bowl

team has started off another season.  The var-
sity has competed in four meets so far, while
the freshman-sophomore team has competed
three times so far.

The Varsity has made it to the playoffs
once so far this season, but has yet to place in
the top three.  The freshman-sophomore team
has a third place finish at Concordia.  The
team consisted of Brent Sweany, Ozzy Smith,
Chelsea Thorne, Nick Otsmeyer, and Caitlin
Weber.

Both teams competed yesterday.  The
varsity competed in McPherson and the fresh-
man-sophomore team in Belleville.  The re-
sults were too late for publications.

The varsity squad will compete on Nov.
21 in Solomon and the freshman-sophomore
team will compete at Pike Valley on Dec. 5.

Cantrell placed fifth in Calculations with
Calculators

This year saw changes to previous
years.  In the past, sponsor Mr. Bob Sauber
has been able to take as many students as
he felt were capable of competing.  How-
ever, this year they limited Sauber to only
bringing three participants per grade level.

The participants were freshmen Caitlin
Conley, Layton Everhart, and Caitlin Weber;
sophomores Jessica Cantrell, Mitchell
Mugler and Ozzy Smith; juniors Andrew
Bauer, Christina Platter and Klint Spiller; and
seniors  Robert Graham, Ivan Jovic and Jus-
tin Schropp.

Kajsa Thelander, Jacob Fehlman, Brent
Sweany, Amber Barnett, Charliey Staab,
and Brianne Sweany attended FFA
Nationalsin October. (Photo courtesy of
Mrs. Brandie Disberger)
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FCCLA starts the giving season early
By Cassie Schlesener

Although Christmas is a month away,
SES FCCLA has already started its giving
season. From their knowledge to gifts, they
have been sharing time with and giving to
charities and organizations.

The FCCLA chapter has chosen to get
involved with the American Cancer Society’s
“Youth Relay for Life” on May 6.

Team leaders Alex Earles, RanDee Platt,
Kelcey Colby, and Katelyn Cyphers will rep-
resent Southeast.

There will also be other schools in-
volved in this project (Sacred Heart, South
High, Central High, and Ell-Saline). To raise
money for the relay, the students will be
bringing activities to their school for the stu-
dents to do to help raise money.

Another FCCLA giving activity ben-
efited hurricane victims.  FCCLA attempted
to involve the whole school in collecting
items for the hurricane victims, but going a
step further, they also adopted Sharon El-
ementary (a sister school in Mississippi). At
the last FCCLA meeting, textbooks, folders

and many other school supplies were packed
away and sent to them. Letters of encour-
agement were also included in the gifts from
SES students.

The SES FCCLA chapter also  at-
tended the annual District G Fall Leadership
Academy. Donating their time, students
went and participated in the listings of guest
key note speakers.  Having thirty six mem-
bers there and two sponsors, they came in
first for the largest group in attendance. Not
only that but Southeast was also in charge
of the flag ceremony where the Southeast
Madrigals sang. Chelsey Mueller and Elissa
Stein presented a “Student Body” workshop
to seven classes at Shawnee Mission West
High School on Nov. 4 and to a group of
over one hundred students twice at District
G FLA. Alex Earles delivered his program of
Financial Fitness also.

Also, FCCLA members have been
busy in the kitchen giving their time and
effort for the past month. Baking a total of
almost two hundred pies and pumpkin rolls,

November
       23-25- Thanksgiving Break
            26- HS FB State
            29- HS “Meet the Trojan” Night
                - NHS Induction
       29-30- FCCLA State Leadership at

Hesston

December
              1- Scholars’ Bowl at Sterling
              2- HS WR vs. Ellsworth

- HSBB at Lost Springs-Centre
              3- HS WR at Lincoln
                - NHS Scavenger Hunt
                - KMEA District Honor Band
             5 - Scholars’ Bowl at Pike Valley
        5-10- HSBB Tourney at Sacred Heart
              8- HSBB at Claflin
                - HS WR at Beloit
                - Scholars’ Bowl at Junction City
              9- FFA at Hutchinson
                - HS WR at Beloit
            10- ACT Test Date
                - HS WR at Minneapolis
            12- FFA at Minneapolis
            13- HSBB at Ellsworth
            15- HS WR at Minneapolis
                - Scholars’ Bowl at Bennington
                - HS Band and Vocal Concert
            16- HSBB vs. Beloit
            17- FFA Ice Skating Party
            18- FCCLA Caroling
            19- Scholars’ Bowl at Sacred Heart
            20- NHS at Salvation Army
            22- Noon Dismissal
            23- Jan. 2- Winter Break, No

School

the chapter brought a whole new meaning to
cooking in bulk. From lemon coconut to pe-
can, there were at least six different pastries
to choose from at The Prairie Patch Craft
Show. Selling 160 pies and rolls, the chapter
was quite busy at their winter wonderland
booth.

Winter
Calendar

The officer induction party is now over, but it continues for the FCCLA District G
representatives, which include Shannon Wilson and Alex Earles. They will remain active
for the rest of the year.  (Photo by Andrea Everhart)
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By Ozzy Smith
Many a piece of hardware changes hands

during the college football season, but arguably
the most coveted award in college football is the
Heisman Trophy. This trophy is presented to
the player who is undeniably the best in college
football.

Who will win it
this year? This always
seems to be the ques-
tion on everyone’s
mind even before the
college football season
starts. With so many
excellent players, it’s
difficult to choose just
one to receive this pres-
tigious award, but I’m
prepared to take on the difficult task and tell you
who should be holding up the Heisman when the
season comes to an end.

Number five on the Heisman watch is quar-
terback Marcus Vick of Virginia Tech. He is fifth
for several reasons. His speed matches his
brother’s (Michael Vick, quarterback of the At-
lanta Falcons), and he has incredible field vision
for his short stature. His stats through the 30-10
victory over Boston College include completing
109 passes out of 158 attempts for 1,534 yards,
including 11 touchdowns and a QB passer rating
of 110.0. He averages 9.7 yards per pass. He has
also rushed for three touchdowns.

Quarterback Brady Quinn of Notre Dame

Heisman race heats up as season comes to a close
is number four. His ability to see plays develop
before the snap of the ball and his skill at picking
apart the secondary is enough to frustrate even
the most experienced defensive coordinator. So
far, he has completed 175 out of 266 passes, an
astounding 65.8 pass completion percentage. He
has thrown 20 touchdowns, only four intercep-
tions, and he has an average of 8.8 yards per
completion. And at 6 foot 4 inches, he has al-
most the best field vision of all college quarter-
backs.

Quarterback Matt Leinart of USC nabs
the third spot. Talk about focus. Even after being
under extreme pressure from an unruly Notre
Dame crowd in South Bend, he stepped up on
fourth and nine to throw a perfect spiral into the
arms of Dwayne Jarrett for 61 yards. Later on
that drive, Leinart called his own number to score
the game-winning touchdown and deprive the
Fighting Irish of what would have been a great
upset. This season, he has completed 169 out of
258 passes for 2,512 yards and 19 touchdowns.
He is definitely a quarterback to watch if you
want to see excitement.

Running back Reggie Bush is number two.
He is a phenomenal running back, receiver, and
return man who has the ability to change the
outcome of a game every time he touches the
ball. At a press conference after losing to USC,
head coach Charlie Weis commented about the
skill Bush possesses on the field.

“He’s a dynamic player. He’s the reincar-
nation of Marshall Faulk. He can do it all, and he

did today. He’s a great player,” Weis said.
Bush has both the ability to juke even the

most experienced linebacker out of his cleats and
the capability to turn up the jets and make ev-
eryone else look like they’re standing still. His
stats include an astounding 123 carries for 1,047
yards and 11 touchdowns. He also has 27 recep-
tions for 311 yards, two touchdowns, and a punt
return for a TD. He averages 8.3 yards per carry
and 11.5 yards per catch. This master of the
offensive side of the ball will finish second in the
Heisman race.

Quarterback Vince Young from Texas is
number one. Talk about a player who is an indis-
putable specialist at breaking down even the most
vindictive D on both the ground and in the air.
Without him, Texas would not even be ranked,
let alone have an opportunity to win the national
championship. With Young, however, the Long-
horns have more than a fighting chance to take
the National Championship trophy back to Aus-
tin. Young is 137 of 228 for 2,128 yards, with 18
touchdowns. He also has 111 carries for 800
yards and eight touchdowns. He is in the group
of players that cannot be stopped but can only
be contained. His stats account for over half of
the Longhorns’ potent offense.

Of course, as great as Young is, I could be
wrong.  Only one thing is for sure in College
Football:  It’s the most unpredictable game next
to roulette, and on any given day, a player can go
from the sidelines to the headlines and maybe
even become the Heisman Trophy winner.

Trojan Boys at a glance

Coach:Mike Davert
Key Losses: Ian Hughes, Jeremy
Plymell, Garret Mugler, and Lucas
Spare
Returning Seniors: Jimmy
McDowell, Justin Schropp, Brady
Srna, Travis Sheets,
Key Returners: Bryson Flax, Nick
Hardesty

By Robert Graham
Because of the Trojans’ run deep into

the football playoffs, the number of practices
will be cut short for several SES basketball
players, but second-year head coach Mike
Davert does not foresee this causing any
problems.

“I think the football team doing well
helps because the winning carries over from
sport to sport,” Davert said.  “We might get
off to a slow start as far as wins and losses
because we won’t have a lot of practices
before our first game, but overall it’s a posi-
tive.”

The team’s first practice was held on
Monday, Nov. 14, but without the presence
of football players, only 12 basketball play-
ers remain to begin practicing.

The Trojans return all but four players
from last year’s team, but those losses in-
cluded two primary post players, Jeremy
Plymell and Garrett Mugler.  Because of this,
Southeast doesn’t have much experience
coming back for its inside game.

Davert said he plans to utilize his

team’s strengths to counter the lack of size.
“I don’t think size will be a problem.

Our speed and quickness should be able to
negate the other teams’ size,” Davert said.

The speed will come from Southeast’s
depth, another strength Davert wants to uti-
lize.  The Trojans return seniors Jimmy
McDowell, Justin Schropp, and Brady Srna
as well as juniors Bryson Flax, Nick Hardesty,
Ethan Komp, and Aaron Plymell from last
year’s varsity squad.

Senior Travis Sheets also rejoins the
team after taking his junior year off.

Currently, Srna and Plymell are the only
varsity returnees able to practice.

Davert plans to utilize the speed and
depth by playing an up-tempo style.  He
wants to press on defense and run on of-
fense.  This style of play is also where Davert
sees his team’s biggest challenge.

“Our biggest challenge is whether or
not we can play the style I would like to play,”
Davert said.  “I want to press and run be-
cause of our depth and get the players to
play hard every game.”

After a 13-9 record last season, the
Trojans enter practice in 2005 with several
questions to be answered, but Davert has
faith in his players.

“I think the kids will be up to the chal-
lenge,” Davert said.

Davert: “Winning carries over from sport to sport”
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Lady Trojans to revamp team after graduating key players

Trojan Girls at a glance

Key Losses: Jessica Swanson, Erica
Stein, Chantay Seim, Dani Weese,
Jessica MacDonald, and April Ptacek
Returning Seniors: Brooke Kent,
Brandi Pounds, Holly Henry, Samantha
Hargadine
Key Returners: Shayla Seim

Coach: Wayne Sager

Bryson Flax evades a Philipsburg defender on Saturday, Nov. 5.
SES won the playoff game 26-13. (Photo by Sadie Myers)

Coach Haxton, “They are like everyone else we’ve seen. They like to pound
the ball in 3A football, so it’s just going to be a matter of us stepping up and
executing our game plan and refusing to lose.”

The test for the Trojans, however, is how you stop them.
“If our line gets on the ball and pushes the offensive line back, the

linebackers will fly to the ball and stop him,” said senior James Hemphill.
If the Trojans can do this, the Owls will unleash their passing game.
“They like to run the ball… but if we can get them into throwing the

ball 15 to 20 times on Friday night, that means we’re doing an awfully nice job
of stopping the run,” said Coach Haxton.

The one thing Garden Plain hasn’t seen is a balanced offensive attack
like the one the Trojans have. That should make for an interesting game.

“I think our offense has enough versatility in we can run the ball, we
can throw the ball, we spread teams out…I think our athletes are good enough
on our team that if we create some mismatches, they’re going to have a hard
time with us,” said Coach Haxton.

The kickoff time is set for 7:00 tonight at Garden Plain. The winner of
the game will advance to State to take on the winner of the game between
Silver Lake and Rossville.

By Skylar Nosker
With six girls graduated last year, four of

them starters, the Lady Trojans return one starter
from last year’s squad. They’re now looking to
revamp the team to better their 11-11 season last
year.

Seniors Brooke Kent and Holly Henry were
the only returning players who got significant play-
ing time throughout the season. They will lead a
group of girls who look to continue this run of
great girls’ basketball.

Returning varsity players include—Kent,
Henry, Brandi Pounds, Sam Hargandine, and Shayla
Seim.

These girls have to replace the ones who
left last year.

Chantay Seim, a four-year starter, broke the
school’s points, assists, and steal records for a ca-
reer. Jessica Swanson, a four-year varsity player,
provided size on the boards. April Ptacek and Erica
Stein both played on varsity for four years. Dani
Weese played three-years on varsity, and Jessica

MacDonald came off the bench as the “sixth man”
to help with the depth of size on the team.

Now, Henry will have to come in and domi-
nate the post. Seim will replace her older sibling,
and Pounds and Hargadine will take over the roles
of Ptacek and Weese. Many other players are vy-
ing for varsity positions.

The lady Trojans have been known for their
run-and-gun style but with some new faces, a change
of style could be in place.

“I like to run, but we will evaluate practices
to see what is best for our team,” said Coach Wayne
Sager.

The team will have plenty of competition
throughout the year leading to some broad expec-
tations.

“My expectations are that we work hard,
compete, learn the game of basketball and have
fun,” Sager said.

They will tip off their season on Dec. 2 at
Lost Spring-Centre.

Trojans inch closer to championship game
By Skylar Nosker

Sectionals was the farthest any Southeast of Saline football team has
been. Their most recent trip came last year when the team took on Garden
Plain in a game that ended with a Trojan loss, 21-52.

Southeast will get the chance to avenge that loss when these two teams
meet again tonight. The Trojans qualified for sub-state with their victory last
Friday against four-time defending state champions, Conway Springs.

The Trojans were unstoppable on offense, racking up 337 yards and
208 on the ground, shutting down the Cardinals by allowing only 136 yards.

“The whole defense stepped up incredibly. The offensive line faced by
far the best linebacker and defensive line crew they’ve seen all year. They did
a nice job with it,” said Coach Pat Haxton. “Justin (Schropp) ran the ball really
well and threw the ball really well. Nick (Hardesty) and Travis Sheets ran the
ball extremely well, also. It was a whole team effort.”

The game got started when senior Justin Schropp scrambled out of the
pocket and reached over the end zone to cap off a 49-yard touchdown run.
They took the early lead 6-0 with 6:02 remaining in the first quarter. The
Trojans capitalized on a Cardinal fumble when Austin Alloway coughed it up
and Schropp recovered the pigskin. Schropp then ran the ball four yards for his
second score to advance the lead to 14-0.

Late in the second quarter, Southeast scored six more points when
junior Bryson Flax leaped in the air and landed inside the end zone for a 23-
yard touchdown. Right before halftime, Schropp hooked up with Flax again on
a fourth-and-16 that resulted into a 42-yard touchdown.

The Trojans were up 26-0 at halftime.
In the second half, the Trojan defense forced three turnovers, all inter-

ceptions, off of Cardinals’ quarterback B.J. Linn. Schropp had one, Flax had
the other two.

Schropp added some insurance when he ran the ball in for a 31-yard
score at the end of the third. The Trojans were able to shut out the Cardinals
with a final score of 32-0, leaving SES fans in celebration.

“I was excited. I was excited for the kids more than anything else. We
worked really hard to come out and play as well as we did against a team as good
as Conway. I was really excited for the kids because of the efforts they put in
this year,” said Coach Haxton. “To beat Conway Springs was big, but we still
have work ahead of us.”

The work the Trojans have ahead of them is the number one team in
the state in class 3A, Garden Plain. The Trojans will match up again with the
Owls and their standout sophomore tailback Logan Dold who’s been running
wild all season.

“They run the ball really well. Logan Dold, (their) sophomore tailback,
who played against us last year as a freshman, and he was very, very well,” said
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Sports Box
By Robert Graham
Volleyball
Aug. 30-Quadrangular (Home)
Clay Center 11-25, 26-24, 23-25
Minneapolis 18-25, 20-25
Junction City 18-25, 23-25
Sept. 6-Russell

25-27, 25-18, 25-16
25-14, 20-25, 25-15

Sept. 10-SES Inv. Trny.
Concordia 17-25, 12-25
Beloit 26-28, 23-25
W. Homeschool 25-17, 25-14
Abilene 8-25, 15-25
Sept. 13-@ Belleville

23-25, 16-25
23-25, 25-21, 19-25

Sept. 20-Minneapolis
16-25, 25-21, 16-25
14-25, 15-25

Upcoming Games:
Sept. 27-Beloit (Senior Recognition)

25-18, 16-25, 25-21
14-25, 24-26

Oct. 1-@ Concordia Inv. Trny.
Concordia 11-25, 5-25
Beloit 25-23, 13-25, 16-25
Riley County 12-25, 21-25

Marysville 14-25, 10-25
Oct. 8-@ Council Grove Inv. Trny.
Sacred Heart 7-25, 16-25
Santa Fe Trail 13-25, 12-25
North. Heights 20-25, 22-25
Oct. 11-@ Ellsworth

13-25, 7-25
13-25, 19-25

Oct. 18-@ Sacred Heart
15-25, 17-25
16-25, 19-25

Oct. 22 Sub-State
Wabaunsee 13-25, 8-25

Record 4-23

Football
Sept. 2 Beloit 0-19 L
Sept. 9 @ Minneapolis 56-8 W
Sept. 16 Russell 24-0 W
Sept. 23 @ Sac. Heart 46-28 W
Sept. 30 Belleville 50-0 W
Oct. 7 @ Ellsworth 60-8 W
Oct. 14 Marion 50-28 W
Oct. 21 @ Hesston 32-23 W
Oct. 27 Hillsboro(Sr. Rec.) 26-7 W
Nov. 1 Lyons 42-15 W
Nov. 5 @ Phillipsburg 26-13 W

Nov. 11 Conway Springs 32-0 W
Record  11-1

Upcoming Games:
Nov. 18 @ Garden Plain

Cross Country
Boys:
Sept. 1 Abilene 5th
Sept. 8 Hesston 3rd
Sept. 15 Clay Center 4th
Sept. 20 SES Inv. 4th
Sept. 27 Lyons 2nd
Oct. 8 Riley County 1st
Oct. 13 League 1st
Oct. 13  Downs 1st
Oct. 22 Regional @ Ellsworth 1st
Oct. 29 State @ Wamego 3rd
Girls:
Sept. 1 Abilene 5th
Sept. 8 Hesston 6th
Sept. 15 Clay Center 7th
Sept. 20 SES Inv. 6th
Sept. 27 Lyons 5th
Oct. 8 Riley County 3rd
Oct. 13 League 4th
Oct. 13 Downs 4th
Oct. 22 Regional @ Ellsworth 3rd
Oct. 29 State @ Wamego 10th

Trojan Wrestling at a glance

Coach: Jeff Tanner
Key Losses: Adam Spaeny, Coy Cox,
Austin Barnes, Matt Breen, and William
Ballou
Returning Seniors: Chris Weller
Returners: Kody Lynn and Britten
O’Banan

By Ross Terry
The sweat is going to be flowing

in the wrestling room again as the 2005
season is getting under way.

Coach Jeff Tanner said he is look-
ing forward to the season and believes
that the team will do alright.

“I think that we will do OK this
year; but we are going to be taking our
lumps, because we are real young,” Tan-

ner said.
At this time, there are eight fresh-

men on the team.
“The freshmen are working really

hard, but they have a lot to learn in a short
time,” Tanner said.

This youth is also taking the place
of the lost seniors of last year.

“With Spaeny, Cox, Barnes, Breen,
and Ballou gone, we are losing a lot of

experience and that is going to hurt us
some,” Tanner said.

The wrestling team is also handi-
capped with having only three wrestlers
returning for another year — Kody Lynn,
Chris Weller, and Britten O’Banan.

Tanner looks forward to building young team
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By Klint Spiller
Blood and guts. This is what it takes

to claim hardware at the 3A State Champion-
ship cross country meet in Wamego on Oct.
29 and is literally what it took for the Trojan
guys.

The Trojan cross country team
capped off their season and came away with
two All-State performances and a third and
tenth place team finish.

Making their fourth consecutive State
appearance, the boys’ team blazed to a third
place finish. This is the first time Southeast
has cracked the top three team placing since
1997.

“I was very excited for the boys to
accomplish their goal of bringing home a
state trophy this year. I thought everyone
did an excellent job of competing to the best
of their ability. Five of our seven guys ran
season-best times,” Head Coach Wade
Caselman said.

Running to his third-straight All-State
finish, junior Clinton MacDonald led the
boys with his sixth place finish in a time of
17:02, and he didn’t even have to breathe
well.

Right before the race began,
MacDonald’s nose started bleeding. Unable
to stop it in time, MacDonald was forced to
inhale clouds of blood that seeped from his
nose to the back of his throat. He was able
to finish in his usual fashion, though, catch-
ing league rival Andrew Falcon of Sacred
Heart in the final 100 meters.

“The blood kind of closed up my throat
and wouldn’t allow me to breathe, but you
don’t have to breathe for the last 150 meters,”
MacDonald said.

Freshman Max McClure ran the 3.1 mile
course in a personal best time of 17:46, plac-
ing 26th, and junior Klint Spiller placed 39th,
finishing in a time of 18:17.

Senior Mark McClure finished 51st with
a season-best time of 18:39 and was followed
closely behind by senior Brady Srna, who
finished 56th in a personal best time of 18:48.

The time gap between the boys’ first
and fifth runner was a minute and 46 sec-
onds.

“The whole team ran with heart and
with purpose. On that day at State, we lived
up to our potential and that is what makes
running a worthwhile journey,” Mark
McClure said.

Making a second-straight State ap-
pearance, the girls finished 10th.

Though disappointed with her race,

freshman Sadie Roesner still earned All-State
honors, finishing 10th with a time of 12:50 on
the two-mile course.

“I started out too fast and wasted most
of my energy,” Roesner said.

Sophomore Jessica Frazier finished
next for the lady Trojans in a time of 14:20,
earning 64th place. Senior Joni Heimer fol-
lowed closely behind, placing 68th with a time
of 14:25.

Juniors Kelsey Colby and RanDee
Platt finished 80th and 91st with times of 14:57
and 15:51 respectively.

By Robert Graham
Southeast of Saline volleyball entered

sub-state play at Rock Creek on Oct. 22 with
a chance to win some upsets and put their 4-
22 record behind them.

The Lady Trojans began play against
number 2 rated Wabaunsee who proved to
be too much for Southeast.  They quickly
dispatched the Trojans 13-25, 8-25 to end
Southeast’s hopes of a sub-state champion-
ship and end their season.

Even though Southeast (4-23) wasn’t
able to pull off any upsets, there was a
Cinderella story in Riley County who made it
to the championship game with a losing
record before finally falling to eventual state
runner-up Sacred Heart.

The Lady Trojans had a tough sea-

son, but Coach Sarah Collins remained up-
beat.

“The team improved a lot,” Collins
said. “It was fun to watch how much they
grew by the end.”

Collins also thinks there is hope for
next year.

“We have several players coming
back and it’s good to have experience,”
Collins said.

One of the players coming back will
be Shayla Seim, who received all-league
honorable mention honors.  Seim also be-
lieves the team will be improved next year.

“A lot of girls on the team deserved to
be all league.  With the experience we have
coming back, hopefully we will be a lot bet-
ter,” Seim said.

“We Southeast girls were known for
our looks, not our running abilities, but we
proved that we have both,” Heimer said.

The time gap between the girls’ first
and fifth runner was three minutes and one
second.

“I was very excited that the girls quali-
fied for the state meet. That was one of their
goals, and they worked hard in the last three
weeks to accomplish that goal,” Caselman
said. “They did a great job competing at the
state level.”

Runners claim hardware at State meet

The boys’ cross country team poses with their third place trophy  for pictures at the award ceremony
after the state meet in Wamego. Varsity runners included Clinton MacDonald, Brady Srna, Klint
Spiller, Mark McClure, Trask Engel, Max McClure, and Andrew Bauer. (Photo by Sadie Myers)

Volleyball team shows improvement
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By Andrew Bauer
A picture is worth a thousand

words. But what if that picture is a thou-
sand square feet, viewed by a thousand
fans? That is the
case when art
teacher, Kurt
Krehbiel, cre-
ates a master-
piece on the
Trojan football
field. This al-
lows him to ex-
press his cre-
ativity and stay
connected with
the football team he used to help coach.

On Friday mornings of home
football games, Krehbiel, Scott Emme,
and various other student helpers, make
their way to Steve Fritz Field to paint it
for the night’s game.

“I love it. Painting the field is
the highlight of my job. It allows me to
express my creativity and help out the
team,” said Krehbiel.

Krehbiel’s reasons for painting
the field can be traced back to four years
ago, when he was the linebacker and
running back coach for the varsity foot-
ball team. With his first child on the way,
and making his start on a master’s de-
gree, Krehbiel found he had little time
for anything else and decided to quit
coaching.

“(Painting the field) is my con-
tribution to the team, and if it gives them
a bit of an edge, then I’ve done my
part,” said Krehbiel.

Krehbiel also says he has no re-
grets for his decision to quit coaching.

“It was the best decision I ever
made, and I’m happy I did it, but I feel
that I owe the team something and I like
to do whatever I can to help them out,”
he said.

Krehbiel can trace his enthusi-
asm for field painting to when his high
school was in the playoffs and some-

Field painting reconnects coach with team
one was brought in to paint the field.

“I can remember how much en-
thusiasm and intensity I had for that
game. I want to give our football play-
ers that same feeling,” said Krehbiel.

A mammoth task in itself, painting
the field can take anywhere from four
hours to an entire school day. Krehbiel
does not worry about missing so much
class however, as his students generally
work on independent projects.

“My classes are set up to where
(my students) have their own projects,”
Krehbiel said, “My priority is teaching
though, so sometimes I’ll come in from
painting to teach classes that need it.”

 A project this big has had its mis-
takes, but nothing that has ever affected
the finished painting.

“It’s a big job. We’ve had a few
mistakes, but nothing that couldn’t be
fixed. We’ve never misspelled ‘Trojans’
or anything like that. Usually our mis-
takes are filling the letters with the wrong
color paint, or misplacing the outline. If

we can find the mistake before the paint
dries it’s really easy to take off, and we
usually do,” said Krehbiel.

Although it is largely his work,
Krehbiel admits that painting the field is
definitely not a one-man task.

“Mr. Emme is usually out there
helping me. What happens is I make a
rough sketch of what I want to do, and
(Emme) will scan it onto Corel and dis-
tort it so that it looks like it should from
the stands. Then he puts a grid on it to
measure out where the outline goes, and
then we paint,” said Krehbiel.

Krehbiel also recruits help from
art-club officers to help fill in the out-
lines of his pictures. Becky Breer, art
club officer, frequently helps to paint on
Friday mornings.

“(Mr. Krehbiel) does an awe-
some job just freehanding the whole de-
sign. Painting the field is fun, and it’s fun
to miss half a day of school to paint,”
said Breer.

Mr. Kurt Krehbiel and crew had the field painted and ready to go for the Nov. 1 game
against Lyons. The Trojans won 42-15 over the Lions. (Photo by Sadie Myers)


