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New principal, teachers join SES staff
By Ashley Mueller

When sophomore Alden Alexander
moved to SES for his eighth grade year,
he knew it would be a year of transition.
He knew a change in schools would re-
quire him to meet not only new students
but new teachers as well.  By his sopho-
more year, he anticipated learning from
teachers he’d already met, but it was not
to be. With his schedule including band,
Algebra 2 and biology, he has encoun-
tered three new teachers at SES.

For students
at SES, this is not
normal.  SES has
gone years with al-
most no turnover,
but this year there
are four new teach-
ers and a new prin-
cipal in the second-
ary school alone.
News of their per-
sonalities and pur-
suits follows.
Principal Monte Couchman

Mr. Monte Couchman, who was fea-
tured in the Trojournal last April when he
accepted the principalship, has since
moved to a new home in the Emerald
Lake addition in Lindsborg.

He and his wife Cindy have a two-
year-old son, Clayton, and are expecting
another child in late October.  Cindy is
continuing her teaching job in Buhler and
commuting each day.

Couchman said he feels the transi-
tion to Southeast has gone very well.
Pat Haxton

You can hear him yell to the foot-
ball players as you walk past the prac-
tice field or in the gym as you walk
through the halls.  Perhaps his volume
and leadership skills have been learned
at home; head football coach Pat Haxton
is the father of four.  He and his wife have

three boys and a girl — Taylor, second
grade; Ryan, kindergarten; and nine-
month-old twins Alex and Lexis.

Formerly of Junction City, Haxton
found the opening at SES in the Salina
Journal and phoned Athletic Director
Wayne Sager.

“I just got the ball rolling,” Haxton
said.  “I felt it was the right job for me.  I
was looking and this just felt like the right
job.”

Var ious factors led Haxton to
Southeast, but one was the school’s size.
Growing up in Norton, also a 3A school,
he wanted his children to have the same
type of educational experience he did.  He
wasn’t crazy about his kids going through
the Junction City school system.  Nev-
ertheless, he was positive about the stu-
dents at Junction City.

“Junction City gets a bad rep,” he
said, “but they have good kids”.  As for
his move here, Haxton said it was a great

choice and it has been very good for his
family.

Not only do Haxton’s duties include
coaching, but also teaching health, physi-
cal education, and weight training.  From
his students and players, he expects hard
work.  Some say he is demanding, loud,
and emotional, but these are not nega-
tive traits for a football coach who also
demonstrates that he cares about his
team.

“He’s intense during weight training
and he motivates me to excel in my ath-
letic abilities,”  Brett Brack said.
Since the move, Haxton has encountered
at least one major obstacle along the way.
His car has broken down twice, once on
the first day of zero hour.  He was com-
ing from Junction City with his son, Tay-
lor, and the clutch went out about two
miles from school.  Chaid and Chelsie
Schwarz brought him and his son the rest
(See “New Teachers...” on page 12.)

Monte Couchman

Sophomore Melissa Hillyard and freshmen Erin Rogers and Alicia Pavkov enjoy a game
of Twister during the Teen Trust tie dye party.  The party was held on Friday, Sept. 3 after
the football game.  (Photo courtesy of Sandy Rogers)
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Angela Wilson:
I think it’s stupid.  It would
throw off the Dance Team
practice schedule and we
wouldn’t be able to do the
stuff we do now.  Mr. Sager
has suggested practicing
during Seminar, but then
we’d only have 15 minutes
of Seminar and that wouldn’t
work. Overall, I think it’s just
a bad idea.

Thomas Stein:
If they want to put the time
in to get it done, then they
should be be able to do it
(dual sports).  If they’re
responsible enough to get
it done and it won’t affect
the quality of the team, then
they should be able to
participate in two sports.

Sarah Kempton:
I think it’s unfair because
Dance Team members have
to perform during varsity
games, so those who use the
dual sports policy would
automatically be on the JV
team.

Mitcher Barnes:
If you can do all of it, why
not?  But I think that you
should be required to
maintain a certain GPA so
you can participate in both
sports.

By Sylvia Sawyer
Recently, Athletic Director, Mr. Wayne

Sager, polled students in grades 7-12 to deter-
mine the students’ interest in adding tennis and
golf to Southeast’s extra-curricular activities.

The survey concluded that 42 people
would definitely desire to play golf, and 27 would
desire to play tennis. This is not only plenty of
people to have the teams but these are also as-
tronomical numbers, considering the size of our
school.

Mr. Sager will continue to conduct re-
search on the sports and, if further research into
costs and other schools’ experience with the
sports proves positive, he will take a recommen-
dation to the school board.

Of course, there are those who have con-
cerns about the idea.  They point out that tennis
and golf could reduce the numbers of partici-
pants in current sports, we have no coaches at
the time and adding tennis courts and a golf course
could require costly renovations.

 First of all, many of the people that would
take part are probably not currently involved in
the sports threatened by golf and tennis.  There
are not many choices for students that do not
enjoy competing on teams, and this would allow
different people to show their athletic abilities.

Right now, girls can only participate in vol-
leyball, cheerleading or dance team during the
fall.  Guys can only be in track or baseball in the
spring.  This would open up many opportunities
for our school to expand our horizons.  We have

been stuck in the same pattern year after year,
and new activities would make good publicity for
Southeast.

Next, the lack of coaches at the present
time is not an issue.  Several teachers at South-
east are avid golfers and, in all likelihood, could
coach.  Tennis would be a little more difficult, but
it is feasible to find a director.  If faculty members
could not coach, there is always the possibility of
parents and alumni coaching tennis in their spare
time.

Most significantly, cost would not be a prob-
lem.  Other than paying coaches, costs would be
minimal.  We would not have to build courts and
ranges immediately, if at all.  Salina schools ro-
tate golf practice from the Municipal Golf Course,
to the Elks Club, to the Country Club.  Also, the
new par three course near Mentor could create
more equipment to utilize in the county.  The school
has enough space to build a driving range green
from a series of tee boxes around the campus.
Also, there are a variety of terrains on the South-
east back lot that could be sites for practicing
difficult shots.  For tennis, there are several courts
available in Salina.  And, if the school board were
to approve it, there is room for a few courts at
Southeast.

Overall, adopting the sports at Southeast
has few major drawbacks and could be very
beneficial—especially to the athletes who cur-
rently have few opportunities to participate in in-
dividual sports.  It’s time to move into the new
millenium, and investing in golf and tennis are
ways to begin the transition.

Sager looks into new sports
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By Sylvia Sawyer
This summer, I decided to buy a car.  I

was tired of riding the bus to school and hav-
ing my mother run me places.  Little did I
know what I was
getting into…

I spent
the first month
scouring news-
papers and the
Internet.  Most of
the time, people
wanted too much
money for their
rusted remains of
a vehicle, or they
had already sold
the merchandise.
Time after time, I found myself disappointed,
and my faith in people wavered.  My father
and I resorted to looking at small dealerships
around Hutchinson, not knowing what we
would find or if we would find anything.

The last lot that we visited was
called “Jeeperdudes”, and there my little yel-
low car sat.  A 1978 Buick Opel with very little
body rust and an exceedingly clean en-

gine—it sounded too good to be only $850.
My father and I test drove the beast, gave it
the once over and decided to invest my
money.

I had spent my savings on the car,
but money was still needed.  I had to pay
for gas, registration and tags and insurance.
I am lucky to have a 10-gallon tank and get
good gas mileage, so fuel isn’t as expen-
sive as it could be.  My father is a firefighter
for Hutchinson, so he receives very good
benefits from the state—which lets me have
insurance with excellent coverage.  My only
setback was tags, and they are not cheap.
My mother has helped me pay for a few
things, but borrowing money from my par-
ents is like signing a contract in blood.

The next rung on the car owner-
ship ladder is maintenance.   This is the
step that I haven’t been able to conquer.
You see, my car has been sitting in the
driveway, dormant, for almost a month.
One day it decided to act up, and the prob-
lem still hasn’t been resolved.  As I already
said, I am on a very tight budget, and can-
not afford to pay a mechanic to diagnose it.

I am now relying on one of my friend from 4-
H to do the job.  He doesn’t have a lot of time
to spare, so I am on a waiting list of priori-
ties.

In order to keep my car, I have to
have a job.  All of the money I earn at
“Shoeless Joe’s” will go to my
car…especially right now.  And the really
disappointing thing is that all my hard-
earned money is going in to a car that
doesn’t even run.

Now that you have seen my trials and
tribulations with my beautiful little Opel, do
you think owning a car is worth it? I have
asked myself that question several times
lately, and I’m not sure of the answer.  Mine
just sits in the driveway right now, and would
probably work better as an extra-large door-
stop.

If you can get your hands on a quality
car and have enough money saved up for a
“rainy day,” then it is quite possible that a
car could be a good investment.

I could just be cursed, though.  After
all, I never send any of those e-mail chain
letters on….

Dual sports policy offers challenges to those involved
A Letter to the Editor

Our school’s halls have recently been
filled with the rumor that the Southeast of
Saline Board of Education is considering the
adoption of the dual sports policy.  This policy
would allow students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in more than one after-school sport/
activity.  It is my belief that this policy will only
lead to complications and unnecessary stress
for the coaches, participants and faculty in-
volved.  I am firmly against the idea of allow-
ing students the freedom to participate in as
many after-school sports/activities as they
choose.

My personal affiliation with this policy
is through my position as a third-year mem-
ber and second-year officer on the South-
east of Saline Dance Team.  Although I know
that this proposed policy would severely af-
fect other programs, it would have a signifi-
cant impact on our program.

It has been an understood rule since
the team began that students who partici-
pate in Dance Team are not allowed to com-
pete in the other fall or winter sports.  For
Dance Team girls, this current policy elimi-
nates cross country, volleyball and basket-
ball.  The logic behind the current policy is
simple: you choose which sport/activity you
would most like to participate in and every-
one can have after-school sport practices at
the same time.

Allowing dual participation would cre-
ate scheduling conflicts for the activities that

have dual participant.  Those conflicts
would have to be worked out either by
moving one of the practice times for all the
participants in one of the events or by al-
lowing dual sports participants to miss
some of the practices of each of the activi-
ties.

Both options have deficiencies.  The
former inconveniences those who have
chosen to focus their attention on one ac-
tivity by requiring them to practice at a less-
than-ideal time.  The latter hinders the
speed at which team can learn plays or
dances because those who are absent from
practice will require special attention when
they return to the event they’ve missed.

Participants made a choice last April
to tryout for Dance Team.  If this school’s
Board of Education was even considering
the dual sports policy, it should have been
decided on before any tryouts were held
or any camps were attended.  However, at
the time of our tryouts this policy was still
unheard of and all students who tried out
for the squad did it by their own choice and
with full intentions of only participating on
Dance Team.

The proposed policy is also unfair to
students who would have liked to have had
the opportunity of participating on the
squad but didn’t tryout because they only
knew of the current policy of participating
on one team at a time, and chose another
activity instead.  Had these students known

that there might have been the option of
being allowed to participate in other sports
and be on Dance Team, it may have made a
very momentous difference in the current
squad members.

The new dual sports policy will also
come as an inconvenience to everyone in-
volved.  Participants would have to give up
their academic and social time to rearrange
their schedules so they can meet the needs
of students participating in other activities.
This will make for many long days and eve-
nings, little free time during the weekends,
and take focus off of education – the reason
we attend school.  This sacrifice will not only
be very strenuous on participants but on the
coaches and faculty as well.  And, if working
around different sports schedules isn’t diffi-
cult enough, imagine finding time for the all-
school play, the musical, FCCLA, drama and
forensics.  What about all the other clubs
and organizations that this school has to
offer?

The bottom line is that life is full of
choices.  Students know that sometimes in
life you are faced with situations where you
have to make decisions.  One cannot be
everywhere all the time or they will wear
themselves down to nothing.  I firmly be-
lieve that if the Southeast of Saline Board of
Education installs the dual sports policy it
will have the opposite affect of what they’re
hoping for.  The policy will only depreciate
our activities program.

Amy Giersch, senior

Defunct automobile exhausts paycheck
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By Sylvia Sawyer
“And the King for the 1999 Tri-River’s

Fair is…Justin Verhoeff!”
Southeast’s very own Justin Verhoeff

was the King of
Tri-Rivers fair in
August.

“The task of
getting there was
not easy,”
Verhoeff said.

The first
obstacle that he
had to rise above
was club elec-
tions.  Each 4H
club in the county
nominates mem-
bers and then

votes on a King and Queen candidate to
represent their club.  He said he was lucky,
however, because he was the only person
running as a king candidate in the Gypsum
Valley club. This meant that he automatically
got the position as candidate.

The next step was the Royal Tea.  The
county holds a tea to choose the king and
queen.  Verhoeff, along with the other can-
didates, had to submit a resume telling of
his involvement in the community, church,
and 4H.  Judges interviewed him at the tea

to confirm his ability to prevail as king.
Each year, the Tri Rivers Fair is kicked

off by a parade down Santa Fe Street.  Floats
by local businesses, 4H clubs, and churches
are entered into the parade for prizes.  Each
4H club also has a convertible in which their
king and queen candidates ride as they
wave to the crowd.  Verhoeff, along with
Gypsum Valley’s queen candidate Michelle
Wilson, rode in a 1994 Chrysler Lebaron
GCT.

After the National Anthem of the open-
ing rodeo, the crowning of the fair Royalty
ensues.  When his name was called,
Verhoeff, dressed in a suit and tie, linked
arms with Wilson and walked down the nar-
row track to face the audience.  The rest of
the candidates lined up, held their breath,
and waited for the final verdict.

The first to be announced were the
Royal Court, including Erin Engelland of Ell-
Saline, Andrea Oleen of Smoky Valley,
Aaron Isaacson of Ell-Saline, and Collin
Delker of Southeast.

Next, Lauren Hatfield of Salina South
was crowned Queen, and Verhoeff was be-
stowed a black cowboy hat designating his
reign as king had begun.

Justin had doubts about getting the
honor of king or even being in the Royal

Verhoeff reigns as king of Tri-Rivers fair
Court.

“I had my money on Collin Delker,” he
said.

He said that after being named king,
his freedom during the fair was reduced.  He
was to be at all fair events including the
horse show, beef show, tractor pull, rodeo,
demolition derby, and draft horse show.  He
and Queen Lauren handed out ribbons at
the affairs, were interviewed by reporters,
and generally had to show their faces ev-
erywhere during the fair.  This meant early
mornings and late nights—not to mention
running around the fair grounds in beautiful
Kansas heat.

“It wasn’t easy,” Verhoeff said, but he
had to admit he enjoyed the time he spent
as king.

Although the 4H building is bare, and
the cattle and horse barns are vacant,
Verhoeff’s responsibilities as King do not
end just yet.  Every year Saline County 4H
holds an awards banquet to honor 4Hers
and their hard work through the year.
Verhoeff will be required to deliver a speech
there, once again in front of many peers.
He will also be there as 2000’s king and
queen are crowned.  Then, after a year of
kingly duties, King Justin Verhoeff will be
just another commoner once more.

By Tammi Verhoeff
Have you ever had to pay more than

$5 for a big Mac?  Well, if your name is Nina
Barbara Roos, this nightmare is reality.

Nina is from Uster, Switzerland, a
small suburb outside of Zurich.  Zurich is the
same size as Salina and it’s the biggest city
in Switzerland and demands a big price for
Big Macs.

Nina is a 17-year-old junior foreign
exchange student at Southeast of Saline.
Her host parents are Lee Ann and Roger
Sparks. Nina’s real parents’ names are
Bernhard and Barbara Roos. Her two sib-
lings are Andrea, 15 and Fabia, 12.

Price differences on Big Mac’s aren’t
the only thing that Nina observes as a dif-
ference.  In Switzerland, 16-year-olds are
allowed to drink; however, they are not al-
lowed to drive.  The clothes here are also
different and offer more variety.  Girls don’t
wear skirts or pants.

“(In Switzerland there are) no shorts.
Girls don’t wear shorts at school,” Nina said.

Prices, time changes, and a different
wardrobe are hard to deal with, but the lan-
guage change isn’t as difficult as one might
think. Nina is speaks five languages — Ger-

man, French, English, Swiss and is learn-
ing Spanish and Latin.

“Sometimes that’s a little hard,” Nina
said with a laugh, “thinking of one word and
being able to say it in five different lan-
guages.”

Sometimes she has trouble translat-
ing a word from Switzerland into a word that
we would understand, but generally she
said it is to her benefit to speak many lan-
guages. From an American teenager’s view,
speaking five languages in Switzerland is
almost a must.  T.V changes languages from
show to show.  What would you do if
Tellatubbies were spoken in one language
and Spiderman in the other?

Sports are also different.  Volleyball
American style is played basically the same
way as it is in Switzerland, but “sports in
Switzerland are not as important as they are
in the U.S.”

“We don’t play games as often as you
do. We only have games once or twice a
month,” Nina said.  Some of the sports that
are similar here in America are gymnastics
and ballet, Nina’s favorite sports.

However, though there are many dif-
ferences between Switzerland and the U.S.,

there are also a lot of similarities. Animals
are one example.

“ W e
have lots of
cows, but we
don’t have
the wild ani-
mals that you
guys have,
like pheas-
ants and
quail,” Nina
said.

So far
Nina is enjoy-
ing it here
and a lot of
people love
to hear her
accent and
they love to
here the different ways you can say things.

Nina has been here since the August
18 and has settled in quite nicely.  She
seems to enjoy the view of the “American
Life.”

“ It’s a lot of fun to be here and I’ve
enjoyed myself,” she said.

Swiss foreign exchange student adjusts to life in America
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Jasmin and Lisa Koroll

By Amber Byarlay
If American parents were as concerned about their children’s

foreign language education as Jasmin Koroll’s parents are about
hers, then the U.S. would soon become a nation of polyglots.

When she struggled a bit with English in fifth and sixth grades,
they sent her to Great Britain for a language immersion experi-
ence, and now they’ve sent her to the U.S. to polish those skills
even more.

“I think that foreign language, especially English, is an im-
portant class to take because English is a language that you have
to speak in every profession today.  I
learned English in class 5 (what we call
grades are referred to as classes in Ger-
many) but after class 6 it was not so good,
so my mom sent me to Great Britain for
three weeks to learn English better.  Now I
learn it here because in a foreign country
you have to speak their language,” foreign
exchange student Jasmin Koroll ex-
plained.

Jasmin is one of the four new for-
eign exchange students at Southeast this
year and she came to the United States
from Harz, Germany toward the end of this
summer.  She is currently living in Gypsum
with Teresa and John Kuhn.  Other mem-
bers of her host family include Clayton
(five), Garret (four), Marissa (three) and
Shala (six months).  This compares to
Jasmin’s family in Harz, which consists of
her mother Hutta, father Frank and six-year-
old sister Lisa.

“I miss my family in Germany, but I’m
having a lot of fun here with my host family.
Things are different here, my host family
eats different food and they’re not as strict,”
Jasmin said.

America has held other differences
for Jasmin as well.  Many of those differ-
ences involve school.  For starters, school in Germany goes on to
class (grade) 13 and students begin their school day at 7:15 in the
morning.  They have 45-minute classes with breaks between classes
that last from 10-25 minutes.  Their school day ends at 1:00 or 2:00
in the afternoon, depending on the day.

“We have windows in all of our classrooms and I miss that.
Here it’s only artificial light, it’s different,” Jasmin said.  “In Germany
we write down everything a teachers says but here sometimes you
do and sometimes you don’t. It’s hard to write notes in English and
listen to what the teacher is saying at the same time.”

Other academic variances that Jasmin has noticed include
the classes that she’s currently taking.  Jasmin was surprised to
learn that in America that high school students are allowed to choose
their classes and classes change from year to year.

“In Germany you’re not allowed to choose your own subjects
until grade 11.  You can choose easy or hard courses, but you have
to take the same course each year, you just get better or worse
marks (than the previous year’s).  School is more difficult in Ger-
many, you write a lot more essays, like in College Composition
class,” Jasmin explained.

Most school subjects in Germany are similar to those in
America.  Jasmin’s former schedules included courses in music,
sport (gym), history, English, biology, geography, physics, ecology,
arts, social science, math, French and German.  This year’s classes

include French 3, College Composi-
tion, physics, chemistry, sports and
foods, precaculus and government.
“My favorite classes this year are
French 3 and chemistry because
they’re fun and the classes are small.
In French there are only three of us and
it isn’t as difficult here as it is in Ger-
many.  In Germany you have more es-
says and difficult exercises,” Jasmin
said.

The two countries also differ in
sport choices.  Jasmin is a member of
the Southeast volleyball team this year
and has discovered that the sport is
taken pretty seriously here in America.

“We have volleyball in Germany
but we don’t train as much as we do
here.  In Germany you only train this
hard when you are in a volleyball club,”
Jasmin explained.  “I hope to play bas-
ketball and softball here too.  We have
something that is similar to softball in
Germany but it’s not very popular and I
don’t know how to play, I hope to learn
how while I am here.”

One surprise that Jasmin en-
countered soon after her arrival was
that of food options.  She discovered

that one of the main food sources here in America is fast food.
“Americans eat a lot of fast food.  I see a lot of people eating

it, but I expected it because most exchange students come back
from America and are bigger because of eating so much fast food.
I don’t like it a lot though,” Jasmin explained.

But Jasmin does like being here and is hoping for an excel-
lent year and experience.

“I like it here and at school because you can meet and get to
know friends and you’re at school all day with something to do.  It’s
never boring.  I like the actives too, I thought (STUCO’s back-to-
school party at) Lake Wassy was cool.  And I hope to make friends,
visit other states and get to know the country better and get to know
the language perfectly,” Jasmin said.

Koroll visits America, improves English

By Erica Flores
Project Success members

took a plunge when they partici-
pated in the Saint Francis Ropes
Course on Monday, Aug. 16.

The students learned how
to overcome obstacles to suc-
ceed. Project Success coordina-

tor Mrs. Melinda Smith said that
the challenges the students
came across will help them to
deal with real life situations. For
instance, succeeding in climb-
ing the rock wall may help them
to believe in themselves.

Project Success member

dents to the College Park Village
Health Care Center in Salina
once a month to visit the elderly.

Smith also took the girls
of Project Success and mem-
bers of the care group to the
Salina Community Theater’s
production of ‘Grease’ .  They
went on Wedensday, Sept. 22.

Jessica Trow said she enjoyed
the course and enjoys Project
Success.

“I think project success is
fun and interesting,” Trow said.

In addition to the rope
course, Smith has a number of
other activities planned.  She
said she will be taking ten stu-

Project Success plunges into new year with ropes course
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By Andrea Keeler
June 1 through 6, the Southeast of Saline

vocal class journeyed to Washington, D.C.
Throughout the course of that week, the stu-
dents sang songs, toured various historic sites
and experienced many different cultures.  Though
five performances, three days of touring and two
sleepless nights on a bus (More for some, who
stayed up in the hotel.) may have been tiring,
most agreed the trip had been successful.

“It was really fun to see everything, but
very tiring,” Missy Smith said.

There were a total of 79 people who trav-
eled to Washington on two busses.  There were
eight states that were traveled through, and they
included Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, Virginia, Indiana and Maryland.  The only
out-of-pocket money paid by the students was
the $100.00 deposit they made last fall.

 Out of that, Director, Mr. Bill Tuzicka gave
each of them a refund of $20 on the last day in
D.C.

“The amount of things the students can
see and the performance opportunities and dif-
ferent venues to perform for our prices is a good
reason to choose Washington, D.C.,” Tuzicka
said.  “It’s just a good place to take a trip to.”

The first day included travelling and many
stopping points (The first one being in Topeka.).
They left the school at about 9:00 a.m., and were
on the outskirts of Washington by 10:00 a.m. the
next day.

Once in D.C., the group spent the day
around the Smithsonian Institute and many of the
surrounding monuments, memorials and other
attractions.  Some of the museums visited in-
cluded the National Art Gallery, Air and Space
Museum, The Museum of American History

(Where the original “Old Glory” flag is being re-
stored.) and the Natural History Museum (The
Hope Diamond was located here.).  Also within
walking distance of this area were several shops,
eateries, a paddle boat dock and other historical
sites.  The group didn’t check into their hotel until
late that evening, when they rehearsed and then
had an evening of freedom.

“One unexpected thing the first night was
that Sterling High School’s band was staying in
the same hotel,” Tuzicka said.

The second day started with the tour of
the White House, and it also included a perfor-
mance at Mount Vernon (George Washington’s
home) and a Washington By Night tour.

“At Mount Vernon it was good to get our
performance over with.  It’s always good to get
the first performance out of the way,” Tuzicka
said.

On the tours that day, they performed three
impromptu performances, one everyone sang at
the Albert Einstein sculpture, the White House
and the men sang around the flagpole at the Viet-
nam memorial

“When the men sang ‘Tenting Tonight’ next
to the Vietnam Memorial, the crowd wouldn’t let
us out, they wanted to hear more,” Tuzicka said.
“Also, what we did outside the White House was
interesting.  The security gaurds don’t let very
many groups do that.”

Other attractions visited that night were
the Lincoln memorial and the Korean memorial.
During the day, the group toured the Jefferson
Memorial and  the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memo-
rial.

A concert at the Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception (both in the sanctuary and crypt
church underneath) started off the third day.  The

second performance of the day was scheduled
for the Lincoln memorial.  On the way there, the
buses drove down embassy row (Where all the
foreign embassies are housed.).  Lunch at Union
station (A large shopping mall) was included.  The
group returned to the hotel early on this evening
to swim, play basketball or do other freetime ac-
tivities.

“The performance at the crypt church in
the Shrine was just a lot of fun and we sounded
great.  At the Lincoln Memorial the setting was
special, and even being outside we sounded great
there, also,” Tuzicka said.  “I wouldn’t want to
take back any of our performances to redo them,
they were all solid.”

The fourth and final day in the city began
with a walk through Arlington National Cemetary
(Visting the Eternal Flame on the Kennedys’ grave
and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were a few
of the key parts they saw.).  A concert was per-
formed in the Arlington Ampitheater, also.  The
fifth and final formal performance of the week
was held in The Old Post Office Pavilion (It is now
converted into a shopping center and a very
large food court.).  Before that performance, how-
ever, the chorus and sponsors visited the Holo-
caust Museum.

“The Holocaust Museum was a highlight,”
Tuzicka said.  “If we ever go back, we’ll be sure
to go there.”

They left Washington, D.C. around 4:30
p.m. on June 5, and returned to SES by 3:00 p.m.
June 6.

“Overall, I thought the students conducted
themselves better than I had ever imagined.  Once
again, SES students showed how above aver-
age they are,” Tuzicka said.  “I just believe this
trip is an outstanding opportunity for young people.”

By Ashley Mueller
A DJ has been selected and the crown ordered.
Homecoming, slated for Friday and Saturday, Oct.

8 and 9, will soon be here,  and for Stuco, that means a
busy time.

“We have a lot of neat activities planned and we
hope the dance is fun too,” Stuco president Darcy Reese
said.

Thursday, Oct. 7 will include the car bashing, Pow-
der Puff Football, and Shaving Cream Volleyball.  Friday,
Oct. 8 will hold a Pep Rally and football game.  Topping
off the festivities is Saturday night’s semiformal dance,
carrying the theme “Tonight’s the Night.”

Homecoming king and queen candidates were
voted for and announced last week.  King candidates
are Brett Brack, Jon Dickson, Cole Eilders, Cliff Fowles
and Nick Sparacino.  Queen candidates are Shala
Bloomberg, Amy Giersch, Heidi Ptacek, Darcy Reese
and Chelsie Schwarz.

“I think it’s a really big honor to be nominated as a
candidate,” Giersch said.

Students will discover the King and Queen on Oct.
8 before the football game against Beloit.

Permission slips are required for those participat-
ing in Powder Puff Football and Shaving Cream volley-
ball because of an injury last year.

1999 Homecoming candidates sit near the playhouse on the SES playground.
Queen candidates (from left) are Shala Bloomberg, Darcy Reese, Amy
Giersch, Chelsie Schwarz, and Heidi Ptacek.  King candidates are Cliff
Fowles, Brett Brack, Nick Sparacino, Cole Eilders and Jon Dickson (not
pictured).  (Photo by Amber Byarlay)

Homecoming candidates await royal decision

Vocal students journey to Washington, D.C.
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Clockwise from upper left: (1) The chorus performs on the steps  of the
Washington Memorial (2) Kevin Rogers, Cliff Fowles, Heidi Ptacek, Kevin
Peterson and Anne Johnson wait on pedestals to take their tour of the
White House (3) the group does an impromptu performance at a sculpture
depicting Albert Einstein.  (4) Jami Torske, Heather McDowell, Brooke
Echer and Cliff Fowles pose before a waterfall at the FDR memorial. (5)
The group performs their final performance at the Old Post Office Pavilion
before returning home. (6) The White House was one of the many sites the
students visited, this was taken from the fence separating the public and
the President.  (All photos courtesy of Mr. Bill Tuzicka.)
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By Amanda Penn
GO BIG T!  Nearly 400 elementary stu-

dents cheered along with the high school
cheerleaders Friday, Sept. 10 at the halftime
of the Ellsworth football game.

The high school cheerleaders hosted
a clinic on Wednesday, Sept. 8 in the com-
mons area at 3:30 to prepare the partici-
pants for the event. The cheerleaders taught
participants in grades K-6 a variety of
cheers.

The kids were split up into age groups
of by grades in school: K-1, 2-3, and 4-6.
The cheerleaders were assigned as evenly
as possible to lead each age group.

Cheerleaders for the K-1 group were
Nikki Messersmith and Amanda Ziegler. This
group performed “1...We are the Trojans.”

Amanda Penn, Crystal Gregory and
Nicole Mandeville led grades 2 and 3, who
performed “There ain’t nothin but a Trojan.”

Martha Bethe, Stephanie Tinkler and
Emily Hawkes led grades 4-6 in their per-
formance of “F-I-R-E Up” and “Come on
Crowd.”

The crowd laughed and clapped for
the final group repetition cheer entitled “S-
E-S.”

The elementary kids paid $8 for the
clinic and a Southeast of Saline
Cheerleading Clinic T-shirt, which they wore
at the performance.

“I had a blast with the kids!” Nikki
Messersmith said.

Nearly 400 children cheer
with high school squad

By Amber Byarlay
The 1999 season is off to a running start

for the Southeast of Saline cross country team.
And with one second and two third place finishes
already on the record, the future is looking prom-
ising.

“I think that we are learning.  We just need
to develop a better desire to compete,” SES cross
country coach Mr. Wayne Sager said.

With nearly 300 runners, Tuesday, Sept.
21’s home meet was the largest that Southeast
has hosted.  The meet ended with a tenth place
finish for the guys and a ninth place finish for the
girls.

“The meet was definitely the largest meet
that we have put on.  We had a tremendous
amount of parental and faculty support and the
meet went off very well,” Sager said.

Senior Stacie Justice led the girls with a
place of 24 and a time of 14.02.  Justice was
followed in by sophomore Jayme Sauber (37,
14.22) and freshman Rena Fowles (41, 14.29).

Freshman runner Tucker Weese (26, time
unavailable) came in first for the Southeast guys.
The next two SES runners in were senior Jer-
emy Prater (41, time unavailable) and junior Mike
Pope (52, time unavailable).

The team’s first meet of the season was
Thursday, Sept. 2 at Abilene.  Both the guys’ and
girls’ teams placed third overall.  Weese, who
came in tenth with a time of 11.45, led the South-
east guys.  Following Weese was Prater (11,
11.54), Pope (20, 12.19) and freshman Jason
Brady (22, 12.30).

Justice was the head runner in the girls’
race with a finishing time of 9.41 and place of
sixth.  Right behind Justice were Fowles (seven,
9.43), Sauber (nine, 9.49) and junior Elisabeth
Myers (21, 10.51).

The next meet took place on Thursday,
Sept. 9 at Hesston.  This race was a large one
meaning that classes had to be broken up to
simplify the race.  There were four separate races
(one for each grade level) for the guys and two
separate races for the girls (freshman/sopho-

more and junior/senior).  The girls earned a sec-
ond place finish (out of 10 teams) while the guys
placed ninth out of 17.

Weese led the guys’ team in the freshman
race with a second place finish and a time of
18.47.  Behind Weese were freshmen Mitcher
Barnes (six, 19.22) and Brady (17, 20.17).
Sophomore Brad Sweany (22, 19.19) came in
first for SES in the sophomore race.  Sweany
was followed by Sean Wilcox (30, 20.17).  In the
junior race Pope was Southeast’s only competi-
tor (29, 19.23).  Prater was also a solo runner for
SES with a time of 19.22 and place of 28 in the
senior race.

Fowles came in first for the girls in the
freshman/sophomore race with a time of 13.54
and a seventh place finish.  Following Fowles
were Sauber (11, 13.57) and sophomore Ashley
Mueller (41, 15.41).  Justice (eight, 13.23) came
in first for SES in the girls’ junior/senior race.  Myers
(45, 15.10) and senior foreign exchange student
Emma Arreola (57, 16.01) were the next two
through the shoot for Southeast.

“Some of the boys didn’t run the races
that they wanted to, but I was really happy with
the second place finish for the girls; it was a good
effort,” Sager said.

After Hesston came Clay Center on Thurs-
day, Sept. 16.  The overall finish for the guys was
eighth while the girls earned a place of six.

The first SES runner in for the guys’ was
Weese (26, 19.04).  Trailing Weese were Prater
(42, 19.55) and Pope (47, 20.09).

Justice (19, 14.17), Sauber (26, 14.30)
and Fowles (30, 14.36) were the leading three
for Southeast in the girls’ race.

“We’re showing improvement.  In cross
country you have to learn what you can do and
then go beyond that.  It’s something that can’t be
coached; the athlete must learn it, and with so
many new people who haven’t run cross country
before, they must learn to push themselves be-
yond those limits,” Sager said.

The next race for Southeast will be the
Lyons Invitational on Tuesday, Sept. 28.

Jeremy Prater and Stacie Justice cross the finish line in their respective races Tuesday at
the SES Cross Country Invitational.  (Photos by Mr. Gary McClure)

SES hosts nearly 300 runners at Tuesday’s invitational

High school cheerleader Amanda Ziegler
performs the cheer “1..We are the Trojans”
with kindergartners and first graders at half
time of the Sept. 10 football game.  The
children learned the cheer at the
cheerleading clinicSept 8.  (Photo by Gary
McClure)
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 Varsity Score Box

By Charly Bloom
Tonight the winless Southeast of Saline

Trojan football team will get a chance to redeem
themselves against the Minneapolis Lions in an
away game.

SES may be down in spirit right now, but
they certainly aren’t out, say a few of the players.

“Our spirits are down right now, but we
have expectations of still doing well this year,”
sophomore Chaid Schwarz said.

The Minneapolis Lions (1-2), coached by
Minneapolis principal Greg Brown, have been
struggling this year, also.  They have lost to
Marysville and Ellsworth.

However, their 1-2 record is misleading,
according to SES Head Coach Pat Haxton.

“They are a very good and physical foot-
ball team,” he said.

Starting quarterback Adam Ptacek agreed
with Haxton but added that he thought the Minne-
apolis team is very beatable.

“If we stay focused throughout the whole
game and everybody plays as a team, we’re go-
ing to win,” he said.

“We are playing a very physical team, and
we will have to establish ourselves as the more
physical team in order to have success,” Haxton

Hopeful Trojan football team
battles Minneapolis Lions tonight

said.
Which team will be more physical is yet to

be determined, but both teams have played
Ellsworth, providing an opportunity for compari-
son.

Ellsworth beat the Lions 38-0 last week.
Two weeks ago, the same Ellsworth football team
beat our Trojans 30-6.  However, Haxton believes
in focusing on how we are doing, not what hap-
pened last week or what will happen in the up-
coming ones.

After the game last Friday against
Belleville, the team learned a lot from the experi-
ence of losing, 0-43 to Belleville, and that is a
lesson they won’t soon forget.

“We played hard but not very smart at
times, but we did get better throughout the rest of
the game,” Haxton said.

The Trojans’ lack of experience showed
up greatly on the field, but we did an excellent job
of stopping Vernon Wiley by holding him to only
113 yards, 100 yards below his game average.
But their 335 total yards greatly overshadowed
Southeast’s 78.

Dustin Forsberg, Ptacek, Schwarz and
Brett Brack combined for our 56 rushing yards.

By Andrea Keeler
Southeast won both matches when they

played Russell at home on Tuesday, Sept. 21.
The win improved their  record to 7-5.

In the first match the Trojans won both
games 16-14.  In the second match, the Trojans
won both the first and third games (First: 15-7,
Third: 15-0).  The Russell Broncos won the sec-
ond game of the second match 11-15.

The serving had seemingly improved from
previous games, but Coach Bill Gies said the
girls need to be sharper on the court.

“We served at 94 percent, which is really
good,” Gies said.  “That’s far above what we’ve
been doing.  We had a 33 percent kill ratio, which
is pretty decent for a high school team…but we
were not sharp.  We need to be sharper.”

Senior Heidi Ptacek led the team in ser-
vice points (22).  Ptacek also had five aces and
45 assists.

Rachel Smith, also a senior, had 19 points
from serving.

In kills, Anne Johnson led the team with
19, and Chelsie Schwarz followed with 11.

On Saturday, Sept. 18, the SES junior var-
sity team played in a tournament at Abilene.  They
took third place out of eight teams.

At home against Smoky Valley on Sept.
14, Southeast swept both matches.  In the first
match, the Trojans beat the Vikings 15-7 and 15-
6.  In the second match, the Lady Trojans outlasted
the Vikings, 20-18 and 15-3.

“We really played well in the first match,
with a couple glitches,” Gies said.  “In the second
match, we were up 8-1 but lost our focus and
they began to play well.  In the second game, we

focused well, got a run going, and they were not
able to respond.”

Ptacek had 33 assists in the two matches.
Johnson led the team in kills with 14.
Senior Shala Bloomberg followed Johnson

with nine kills.  Bloomberg also had 11 blocks.
In the annual SES Invitational volleyball tour-

nament on Sept. 11, the Lady Trojans took fourth
place.  There were eight teams competing for
first place.

Coming off a 10-day layoff, the Southeast
team went 2-1 in pool play.  In the semi-finals,
Concordia defeated the team 15-0 and 15-5.

Playing for third place, Southeast was de-
feated by the Abilene Cowgirls 15-11, 11-15 and
15-4.

“We played really well early in the morn-
ing, which we’ve never done,” Gies said.

In the final match against Abilene, Gies
thought he saw some improvements.

“We made some really good adjustments,”
Gies said.  “Abilene’s Abby Dutt is a good setter
and we took away some of the things that had
been killing us earlier.  That’s good to see be-
cause volleyball is a game of adjustments.”

Moundridge ended up winning the tourna-
ment, defeating Concordia  15-11 and 15-6.
Moundridge  undid Concordia’s record  of unde-
feated consecutive matches (89).  The loss
thwarted Concordia’s pursuit of the longest un-
defeated string in Kansas history.  Nevertheless,
they did amass the second longest winning streak
in Kansas sports history.

One practice after their soap scrimmage,
the SES Lady Trojans tested their power against
three other teams at the Salina South Quadran-

gular.  Southeast faced Dodge City, Lincoln and
Salina South on Aug. 31

Against Lincoln, Southeast won the
matches 15-8 and 15-3.

“I think we played well together, we just
have a couple of serve rotations that need a little
tweaking.  But you can’t fault the kids because
they played hard,” Bill Gies said.

In the game against Salina South, South
won two matches 12-15 and 13-15.  Southeast
won one match 15-7, resulting in South winning
the game.

“I really though we had a chance to beat
South,” Gies said.  “We played so well in the first
game and we played well in the second game.
We just had a couple of mistakes, we shanked a
couple of passes and missed on some serves.”

Dodge City also defeated Southeast 15-9
and 15-7, with Southeast winning the first match
7-15.

Johnson had 16 kills in the game.

Volleyball
 Salina South Quadrangular

Lincoln 15-6,15-8
Salina South 15-7, 9-15,12-15
Dodge City 15-7, 9-15, 7-15

SES Invitational Tourney
Somky Valley 15-6, 15-4
Burrton 15-5, 15-9
Abilene 8-15, 3-15
Concordia 1-15, 5-15
Abilene 11-15, 15-11, 4-15

Regular season
Smoky Valley 15-7,15-6
Smoky Valley 20-18, 15-3

Record  7-5

Football
Smoky Valley  0-41
Ellsworth 6-30
Belleville 0-43

Record   0-3

Cross Country
Boys      Girls

Abilene 3rd       3rd
Hesston 9th       2nd
Clay Center 8th       6th
SES Inv. 10th       9th

Varsity volleyball team improves record to 7-5
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By Ashley Mueller
FCCLA…. FHA…it’s all the same, right?  Actually, yes, it is.

“New Name, Same Game” has been the logo throughout the halls.
The name change, which passed in July at the National Meet-

ing in Boston, Massachusetts, changed for a simple reason: People
often associated FHA with girls who stayed home and cooked. To
avoid any more confusion, the name was changed from Future
Homemakers of America to Family, Career, and Community Lead-
ers of America.
Boston

The year began in
Boston, at the National
Meeting when Junior
ParLaw team members
Charly Bloom, Emily
Hawkes, Melissa
Hillyard, Jayme Sauber,
Lindsey Shirack and
Angela Wilson com-
peted for the National
Recognition in the Jr.
Parliamentary Proce-
dure event.

Team members
received a gold medal
(or a three-star rating)
with scores of 90, 93 and
93 out of a possible 100
points.

Emily Stein and
Michelle Wilson, State
Peer Power Team Mem-
bers, also attended,
along with District G
President Amy Giersch,
and members Shala
Bloomberg and Brooke
Swisher.  Accompany-
ing the eleven members
were advisor Juanelle
Garretson and parents
Kathy Hawkes and
Leslie Shirack.  While in
Boston, members went to the play “Shear Madness,” met others
from various states (including a few from our own), and toured the
city.

 “It was great,” Angela Wilson said.
 “We took a stellar Boston cruise which was a whole lotta

fun,” Sauber said.

Membership Party
Next in line was the Membership Party, held on Monday,

Sept. 13, in Garretson’s room.  The officers performed a skit.  Mem-
bers ate pizza and pop before dividing into groups for various
games, including a watermelon seed spitting contest, body alpha-
bet, basketball/shooting games, pudding relay and a waterballoon
toss that ended up as a fight.

After all the fun and games, members were given a Popsicle
or ice cream bar for correctly answering an FCCLA fact question.  In

the end, everyone was
given a Popsicle.

Fundraiser
It’s fall and for

this organization of 51
members, that means
it’s fundraising time.
Instead of selling the
usual wrapping paper
and Christmas items,
the chapter is selling
Home Interior candles
and Doughmaker
baking sheets.  The
fundraising began on
Tuesday, Sept. 21 and
will go for three weeks.
Prize incentives in-
clude cash and free
admission to Fall Con-
ference.
Fall Conference and
A+

U p c o m i n g
events involve not
only Fall Conference,
but A+ as well. Buhler
will host the Fall Con-
ference Oct. 20, for all
chapter members in
our district (District G).

A+, on the other
hand, is a nationally
sponsored confer-

ence, co-hosted by the Kansas State Peer Education Team.  South-
east students Michelle Wilson and Emily Stein and Garretson are
all involved with the Peer Education Team.   Students in the SES
chapter had to apply to attend the conference.  The chapter will be
sending Jayme Sauber, Nicole Mandeville, Traci Bell, Erinn Rogers
and Tammi Verhoeff to Hesston Oct. 10 and 11.

FCCLA  members head norFCCLA  members head norFCCLA  members head norFCCLA  members head norFCCLA  members head north for national competion in Bostonth for national competion in Bostonth for national competion in Bostonth for national competion in Bostonth for national competion in Boston

FHA/FCCLA advisor Juanelle Garretson and members Charly Bloom, Angela
Wilson, Jayme Sauber, Lindsey Shirack, Melissa Hillyard, Emily Hawkes, Emily
Stein, Shala Bloomberg, Michelle Wilson, Amy Giersch and Brooke Swisher pose
for a picture while attending the National Meeting in Boston.  (Photo courtesy of
Juanelle Garretson)

By Andrea Keeler and Ashley Mueller
So far this year the Student Council has

strapped two successful celebrations under their
belt and begun working on a third, but not every-
thing has gone as smoothly as the celebrations.

“We’re not as well off as we were last year,”
StuCo president Darcy Reese said of StuCo’s
financial position.

To improve this situation, Stuco has raised
the cost of pop, which has become a contro-
versy in the student body.

“I think it’s stupid and selfish because
they’re raising the cost of pop for their benefits.
What do the students get out of it?” sophomore
Jordan Dupes said of raising the cost of pop.

any money we can’t do any activities. But we are
definitely going to work with the student body to
make it work for everyone.  We didn’t raise the
prices for our organization’s personal gain,” StuCo
member Candice Broshar said.  “The pop is $1
everywhere else you go anyway so I don’t see
what the big deal is.  It’s only an extra quarter.”

Another reason that the prices were raised
is that the cost from the supplying company itself
was raised as well and that’s something that StuCo
can’t control.

“But,” Broshar said, “I’m sure this won’t be
an issue for long. People just have to realize that
prices can’t stay the same forever and it’s an
extremely trite thing to argue about.”

In response, Stuco sponsor Mr. Terry
Anderson said that this is Stuco’s way of making
money to support fun student activities.

“The only fundraiser Stuco has is the pop
machine.  If we don’t make more income from the
pop machine, Stuco won’t be able to do some of
the things we have planned this year.  Other
fundraisers are really out of the question because
they compete against other organizations,” Ander-
son said.

Until after Homecoming, the cost of pop
will not be reduced.

“Then we’ll assess our financial situation
and then see what we can do about the prices,
but people have to understand that this is the
only fundraiser StuCo does, and if we don’t have

Stuco hoping to raise money with pop sales
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By Tammi Verhoeff
Concerts, contests, fundraisers and

trips all are on the agenda for the 1999-
2000 SES high school band.

The new band director Mr. Bill Olson
has planned an exciting year, he said. So
far, he has planned to sell value cards in
September and Red Wheel products such
as pies, breads and pizzas in October and
again in the spring to help pay for the trip
over Spring Break.

The band will be going to Los Ange-
les, California.  They will be stopping at Uni-
versal Studios, Disneyland and Catalina

By Amber Byarlay
After 19 years of advising yearbook

staff, Southeast teacher Mr. Don Wagner
has decided it’s time to try something new.

“I thought it was time for some new
blood and ideas in the class, plus, I’ve
got a child in high school, a child in jun-
ior high, a child in elementary and a for-
eign exchange student.  My schedule is
impossible,” Wagner said.

Taking up the class is secondary
teacher Mrs. Melinda Smith.  This year-
book will be the second one Smith has
compiled, her first one being done during
her student teaching.

In order to teach the new class,
Smith had to give up her fourth hour En-
glish 8 class.  The class went to Mr. Bill

Island. This won’t be the first trip that Olson
has sponsored.  When he was teaching in
Dodge City his band traveled to Texas.

 “(However), we’ve never gone as far
as Florida or California,” he said.

One of the contests that Olson is plan-
ning on attending this year with band stu-
dents are League Festival here in February.
Others include the Regional contest for
small ensembles and solos which will be at
Manhatten and State for small ensembles
and solos will be here, while state for large
groups will be in Ellsworth.

 Olson predicts that this will be a “busy
year,” and is very “pleased with the students.”

Band marBand marBand marBand marBand mar ccccches to beahes to beahes to beahes to beahes to bea t of net of net of net of net of new teacw teacw teacw teacw teac herherherherher

NHS to man booth at Santa Fe Days tomorrow
By Amanda Penn

Tomorrow new NHS inductees will
join past members in manning a booth at
Santa Fe Days in Salina.

Even though new members will be
working at Santa Fe Days on Saturday, Sept.
25, the 18 new members will not be offi-
cially inducted until Monday, Nov. 29.  Spon-
sor Judy White said, however, that new
members have already been chosen and
that the induction is just a formality.

The new members chosen are as fol-
lows: sophomores Charly Bloom, Ryan
Brack, Rianna Crable, Jordan Dupes, Mel-
issa Hillyard, Tom Komp, Ashley Mueller,
Jayme Sauber, Sylvia Sawyer, Chaid
Schwarz, Lindsey Shirack, Melissa Wagner
and Angela Wilson; juniors Christina LeDuc
and Andrew Pavkov; and seniors Stacie Jus-
tice, Amy Long and Darcy Reese.

White said NHS members are cho-
sen according to certain criteria their grade
point average, service, leadership and char-

acter.  There are many required events for
continued membership.  Among them are
Make a Difference Day, induction of new
members, collecting food for the homeless,
the Salvation Army Christmas project,
awards night, attendance at all NHS meet-
ings and working the Mighty Mini Trojan
basketball clinic.

In addition, NHS members are re-
quired to do an additional four community
service projects beyond the ones listed
above.

One of the possible projects involves
participation in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters
programs.  However,  Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters participation is not limited to those in
NHS.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters recently had
an orientation meeting, and many who plan
to participate went to the volleyball game
on Sept. 21 against Russell where they sat
together to develop a sense of camarade-
rie and supported the team.

Gies, who had to give up his tenth grade
English class.  Wagner is now teaching
the English 10 class during fourth block.

The adjustment in her schedule was
one that Smith was willing to make to
take the yearbook advisor position.

Smith said that she plans to keep
the format the same with the only changes
being in the book’s theme and cover de-
sign, things that typically change from
year to year.  The only major change that
Smith will bring to the yearbook will be
the use of digital technology.

“I plan on using the digital camera
for everything but action pictures and com-
puterizing everything.  We’ll use the
Jostens’s YearTech program and send our
pages in on computer disks,” Smith said.

“I’m hoping that using the digital technol-
ogy will help to simplify the processes
we use to make the yearbook.”

Trojan staff members include return-
ing members Crystal Gregory and Leslie
Thompson as well as newcomers Elisha
Carter, Matt Hayes, Nikki Messersmith,
Dawn Armstrong, Amanda Burnett,
Jacob Wrench and Sara Prater.

“I have a really dedicated and
hardworking staff, and I think that we’ll
have a really good year,” Smith said.

Yearbook begins year with change of advisor

By Charly Bloom
The controversy of participating in Dance

Team and playing basketball or any other sport
is no longer an issue this year, according to Ac-
tivities Director, Mr. Wayne Sager, and the rest of
the dance team members.

Sager met last Wednesday with the Dance
Team sponsor Jessica Goertzen concerning the
subject of dual sportsmanship.

Sager said that he had thought there were
people interested in participating in both activi-
ties, but several dancers showed up at the meet-
ing to explain they were no longer interested in
doing so.

 “They shouldn’t be allowed to do both
because it has been this way forever.  It would
have been okay if they decided this before Dance
Team tryouts. Others may have tried out for
Dance Team if they knew they could have also
played basketball.  If they would have then more
people would have tried out for it,” basketball
player, Jamie Giersch said.

Sager said, however, that he thought the
issue should still be addressed as a policy issue
for future years.

“If there are people who want to do differ-
ent activities, then we would have to look at pos-
sible schedule changes to try to make opportuni-
ties for our students,” Sager said.

He added that since Southeast of Saline is
a 3A school, some coaches and sponsors would
like to allow students to participate in as many
activities as they desire. The only problem is with
the scheduling and trying to find different times to
practice.

“I don’t think its fair that our practices have
to be moved around, if this passes.  Dance Team
is just as important as any other sport,” Dance
Team member Rianna Crable said.

Furthermore, it has been suggested by
others students that if the school board wanted
to give us more opportunities they could think
about a swimming pool, tennis courts and golf
courses, not just dual sports.

“Right now SES has a tremendous amount
of activities available, and at our size of school, it
is nice for our students to be able to be involved
in many different activities,” Sager said.

Dual sports dies
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•New teachers speak highly of SES
of the way to school.  He said he

was more worried about Taylor having to
walk to school than about himself or his
car.

Keith Lane
What could be more of a challenge

that being a new teacher?  Being a first
year teacher.  And that is exactly what
math and geometry teacher Keith Lane
is.

He and his wife, Michelle, a para-
professional in the elementary, live in
Solomon.  In addition to his responsibili-
ties in math, Lane is coaching varsity
football and will coach freshman boys’
basketball.  His wife is co-cheerleading
sponsor.

He was out on the search for a job
when he received a phone call, he said.
His wife’s family lives in Nebraska, his
in Oklahoma, which makes SES good
middle ground.  He said he’s happy with
the move, too.  “The students seem ea-
ger to learn and the staff is very friendly,”
he said.
Bill Olson

And the beat goes on. New band
instructor Mr. Bill Olson directs the beat
of the music.

Olson found the SES vacancy
through an ad in the Salina Journal and
with no hesitation, called and applied.  He
wasn’t looking for a job, but it just hap-
pened, he said.

“The kids and faculty are excellent,”
he said.  He has no doubt he made the
right choice.

His teaching style is calm, laid
back, and very soft spoken, yet he de-
mands discipline, he said.

His family consists of his wife of
two years and stepchildren.

“I love teaching grades five through
twelve,” Olson said.  “To have a success-
ful high school band program, the direc-
tor should have a hand in the develop-
ment of the beginning (fifth/sixth) bands.
I am looking forward to new challenges

and successes.”
Bill Nelson

Also looking forward to new chal-
lenges is science teacher Mr. Bill Nelson.

His wife is an elementary librarian
at Lindsborg where his two children,
Emily, fourth grade, and Seth, first grade,
attend school.  They are expecting a third
child in October.

When a friend of Nelson’s heard
about the job, he phoned to let him know.
The opportunity gave Nelson the chance
to move from Buhler back to Lindsborg,
the area where he grew up.  He said he
was excited about this and the position.

Also, he had heard really good
things about Southeast.  He said he
wasn’t looking for the job; he felt he could
have easily stayed at Buhler, but he likes
the new job.

“I like it.  I’m enjoying it.  I’ve en-
joyed the students and staff that I’ve
gotten to know.  Everyone is friendly.
There’s a great attitude among staff and
students,” Nelson said of his choice.

He also enjoys teaching at a
smaller school.

“It’s a lot easier to meet everyone
this way.  Because of the size, there’s a
sense of belonging, a family type atti-
tude.”

Nelson’s responsibilities also in-
clude Science Club sponsor.

“We have several trips in the works
including an out-of-state trip.  We are
planning fund raisers for the trips,” Sci-
ence Club vice President Nick Sparacino
said.

As for his teaching style, Nelson
feels it is very important to communicate
well with students.  He enjoys activities,
making learning enjoyable, and will do
whatever it takes to help make the best
learning environment possible.

“Students need to know in my room
students are cared about and their opin-
ion really does matter,” he said.

(Continued from page 1.)

Bill Olson Bill Nelson Keith Lane Pat Haxton

‘Calamity’ begins
By Andrea Keeler

Put on your holsters, get out your six-
shooters and saddle up your horses, because
Calamity Jane’s coming our way Nov. 12 and 13.
The annual musical for Mr. Bill Tuzicka’s  mixed
chorus class will be “Calamity Jane.”

The cast was chosen last week and prac-
tices began Monday, Sept. 20.

The main cast includes Darcy Reese as
Calamity Jane, Kyle Tanner as Wild Bill Hickock,
Mark Troutfetter as Lt. Danny Gilmartin, Susie
Green as Katie Brown, Cliff Fowles as Henry
Miller, Angela Wilson as Susan, Nick Sparacino
as Francis Fryer, Martha Bethe as Adelaid Adams,
Justin Verhoeff as “Doc Pierce”, Tyson Dahl as
Joe and Curtis Bishop as Rattlesnake.

“Calamity Jane is about the Western char-
acter, but it’s not a true rendition,” Tuzicka said.
“She got herself into a lot of different situations,
and some were comical because, at times, she
was not the most polished woman.  This show
kind of takes a look at a segment of her life.”

The chorus (Indians, prospectors, soldiers
and their wives, women of the town and other
passersby) includes Christina LeDuc, Jami
Torske, Karen Leiker, Jesse Hanson, Anne
Johnson, Stacie Justice, Ashley Keeler, Amy
Long, Sara Prater, Elisabeth Myers, Erin Petitjean,
Emily Stein, Stephanie Swanson, Dustin Kruse,
Casey Noonan, Mike Pope, Jon Dickson, Aaron
Lamer, Evan Diaz, Jacob Will,  Zach Dains, Ja-
son Korbelik, Mitcher Barnes, Ben Ryan and
Adam Stephenson.

The Madrigals have been preparing for
the Renaissance Festival (Sept. 25) in Bonner
Springs where they will sing tomorrow.

So far they have had a lock-in (Aug. 20
and 21) at which they practiced most of the night.
Planned performances include Art A La Carte in
Salina on Oct. 15, Gypsum Fall Festival on Oct.
16, and several local church and community per-
formances.

The madrigal group consists of six each
of basses, tenors, and sopranos, and tenors and
seven altos.

Basses are Casey Noonan, Evan Diaz,
Thomas Stein, Justin Verhoeff, Andy Pavkov, and
Dustin Kruse; and the tenors are Jon Dickson,
Kyle Tanner, Adam Ptacek, Matt Hayes, Mark
Troutfetter, Cliff Fowles.

The alto section consists of  Elisabeth
Myers, Missy Smith, Darcy Reese, Stephanie
Swanson, Anne Johnson, Jami Torske, Jesse
Hanson; and the sopranos are Karen Leiker,
Chelsie Schwarz, Erin Petitjean, Heidi Ptacek,
Ashley Keeler and Laurie Asche.

The choir is working on five songs right
now.

“We’re doing a little bit of everything right
now — some spiritual, pop, one in Latin and even
a benediction piece,” said Tuzicka.

They’re also getting ready for the league
choir clinic.

Other happenings in Tuzicka’s department
included the Music Theater class taking a trip to
the former Fox Theater in Salina on Sept. 8.


