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By Chris McMahan
Five boys and five girls will anxiously

await the announcement of Homecoming
King and Queen tonight prior to the Home-
coming game against Russell. The winners
will be announced at 7:00 p.m.

The candidates were nominated on
September 12.  Those competing for queen
are Shannon Davis, Sarah Kempton, Angela
Myers, Angelina Regan, and Emily Stein.

The candidates for king are Carl Ade,
Dustin Kruse, Casey Noonan, Jeremy Petty,
and Mark Troutfetter. Crown bearers will be
Paige Edwards and Austin Howe.

“I feel honored that I was picked as a
homecoming candidate,” said Shannon
Davis.

Candidate Angela Myers said she was
also honored to be nominated, but she will
be unable to attend the Homecoming event.
During this week Angela was in Turkey with
a church mission team.  The rest of the four-
person team are adults.

The fact that Angela Myers will not
be at the Homecoming ceremony will not
pose a problem, said Student Council spon-
sor Mr. Terry Anderson.

“(If she wins) She will just be given
her crown when she gets back from Turkey,
and the King will be given his football with
no one to kiss,” Anderson said.

The events that students have been
able to participate in have included spirit
week, the pep rally, and, at last night’s spirit
night, the powder puff football game between
the junior and senior girls and the shaving
cream volleyball game between the junior
and senior boys.

The events will continue on through
tonight and tomorrow with the Homecom-
ing game against Russell tonight and the
semi-formal Homecoming dance tomorrow.

The theme for the dance is “Welcome
to the Jungle,” and the theme colors will be
green and brown.

Homecoming canditates Shannon Davis, Dustin Kruse, Angelina Regan, Mark Troutfetter,
Angela Myers, Casey Noonan, Emily Stein, Carl Ade and Sarah Kempton (not pictured
Jeremy Petty) await the final decision at tonight’s game.  (Photo by Chris McMahan)

See The Trojournal on-line and in color at http://www.usd306.k12.ks.us

King and Queen to be announced tonight

New musical offers new challenges
By Tammi Verhoeff

Though the cast for Godspell is smaller
and the lighting and staging are simpler than past
musicals, vocal instructor Bill Tuzicka looks for-
ward to the challenges of a unique new produc-
tion.

Tuzicka has chosen a musical never before
done at SES, the cast will contain a maximum of
twenty people, and the lighting and staging are
simple.

The set includes just two platforms and a
light.  Everyone but Jesus wears street clothes
and uses his or her own name.

Practice began last week.  Performances
will be Friday and Saturday, Nov. 10 and 11.

The cast includes Mark Troutfetter, An-
gela Wilson, Jacob Wrench, Erin Petijean, Kyle
Tanner, Mitcher Barnes, Stephanie Swanson,
Angelina Regan, Joe Sparicino, Ben Ryan, Bran-
don Pourier, Jason Korbelick, Evan Diaz, Adam
Stephenson, Shannon Davis, Shai Elliot, Emily
Stein, Martha Bethe, Jesse Hanson, Susie Green
and Jennifer Roe.

“I’m really excited about trying this.  It’ll
be something new and exciting and will be a good
experience for all of them,” Mr. Tuzicka said.
“The musical is a lot different then what we have
done in the past.”

Godspell is a celebration of the Gospel as
told by St. Mathew. In brief it is the belief of the
composer and his generation that the passion of
Jesus was to teach love and joy in the hearts of
people rather than hate and greed.

The Southeast madrigals also attended the
Renaissance festival in Kansas City on Sept. 23.

“I can’t remember when I took a group to
perform at the festival and enjoyed it as much,”
Tuzicka said.

Southeast also brought home an unex-
pected medal as Mark Troutfetter won the spear-
throwing contest.

“I wanted to try the spear-throwing con-
test. Despite the cackling of the much bigger guys,
I won.  I got a medal and had to kiss the Queen
Serene and her maidens,” Troutfetter said.
(See photos on page 7)
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Is cheating really wrong?
By Tammi Verhoeff

Academic dishonesty, or in other
words, cheating, will not be tolerated.

The new policy at Southeast of Sa-
line, outlined
on page 19
of the Stu-
dent Hand-
book, basi-
cally states
that any form
of cheating
will have a
c o n s e -
quence.  The
consequence could range from detention
to suspension.

Cheating is wrong, and the policy
is fine – to a point.  People who down-
load papers from the internet, copy test
answers or procrastinate until they have
a “need” to copy a homework assign-
ment should suffer the consequence of

their action.
But my question is: Are teachers

putting students in a position where the
expectations are too high, and, therefore,
giving students “no other choice?”

High school today is a lot more
challenging than it was for the previous
generation.  Every day there are new
requirements that need to be met, new
assessments that need to be assessed
and new tests that need to be taken.

In addition to that, activities are
more demanding, practice times are
longer, competitions are more frequent
and the load is a lot heavier.

For example, a student who is in-
volved in a sport may miss seminar to
attend a competition, work all the way
there, between games, and all the way
back, and still not finish all the home-
work.  This leaves the athlete with a di-

(See “Teachers...” on next page.)

How can cheating be reduced
among students at Southeast?

Angelina Regan:
Kids are going to cheat no
matter what unless you
find a way to force kids to
study.

Rena Fowles:
Hello-dishonesty policy ha
ha ha

Ashley Mueller:
Everybody cheats.  That’s
just the way it is.

Shannon Davis:
(We should) promote
more working together
skills in the classroom.
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lemma – to stay up half the night and
learn little the next day, take a zero, or
cheat.

The argument might be, if they
can’t handle both their academic respon-
sibility and their athletic involvement or
school clubs, then they shouldn’t be in
them.  This is not so.  Though some-
times individuals do become over-com-
mitted, involvement is generally positive.
If it weren’t for the involvement, then
our school wouldn’t have the cohesive-
ness it has. We wouldn’t be holding
records, kids would be fat, and students
wouldn’t experience the same satisfac-
tion they do now.

Look at the good points of partici-
pation.  At least we’re applying ourselves
to something, rather than watching the
“boob tube.”

Eliminating activities isn’t the so-
lution to the problem.

Perhaps reducing the amount of
homework is the answer.  Some of the
homework seems to be simply “busy-
work.”

Busywork may improve our
grades, but most of us are not able to
complete the busywork.  We are too busy
with everybody else’s busy work and our
busy schedules.

If there is nothing left to do, or if
there is a sub, perhaps teachers could
think of something creative to do.  Yes,
classroom games do get a little out of
hand at times, and substitutes don’t know
how to teach things the way the teacher
wants them taught, but just giving us
busywork so we’ll be quiet isn’t the an-
swer, with or without a sub.  There are
alternatives to giving piles of homework.
Teacher can send students to the board
to see whether they understand the les-
son or they can spend more time on
seatwork during class, helping students
who are having difficulties.

We need the teachers to work to-
gether to first determine the total amount
of homework being assigned and then

when it is found to be excessive, to think
carefully about which assignments might
be busywork.

As for the students, until change
occurs, we just need to continue ques-
tioning, hoping that change will come.  As
we wait for change, we need to ac-
knowledge that cheating is not the only
road to take.  For example, students
could try explaining their situations to the

Couchman clarifies cheating policy
News
By Katie Geiser

A new policy has been added to
the student handbook about academic
honesty.  It has caused a lot of contro-
versy about what the punishment
should really be and what will happen.
Mr. Couchman was kind enough to an-
swer the following questions about this
topic.

Question: Do you expect teach-
ers to report cheating to you?

Answer: Yes and no.  In small-
scale situations such as small projects
or homework assignments it is more
of a teacher’s discretion.  If the stu-
dent hasn’t been caught cheating be-
fore the teacher wouldn’t say anything.
If a student completely fabricates a big
essay or gets a hold of test answers
and gives it to others then it would be
reported.

Question: Will punishment be
more severe if a student plagiarizes a
research paper than if he copies a daily
assignment?

Answer:  Yes.
Question: If a student cheats by

copying a daily assignment from a
friend, will you suspend one or both
for 10 days?

 Answer:  It’s not a situation
where somebody would be suspended
from school.

Question: Under what circum-
stances would a student lose credit in
a class?

Answer: If a student were
caught cheating they wouldn’t get
credit on that assignment.

Question: Under what circum-
stances would a student fail a class?

Answer: That would most likely
not ever happen and the student would
just fail that assignment.

Question: Under what circum-
stances would a student be placed on
suspension?

Answer:  If a student had a re-
peated violation of cheating then they
would be placed on suspension.  Sus-
pension would also be the punishment
if a student broke into a teacher’s file
cabinet and steals the test answers.  It
would be dealt with on a case by case
situation.

Question: What do you antici-
pate will be the punishment if a stu-
dent cheats on a test?

Answer: The teacher would
most likely handle it but it may be re-
ported.

Question: What do you antici-
pate will be the punishment if a stu-
dent cheats on a research paper?

Answer: That is a bigger project
with bigger expectations so the pun-
ishment would probably be a step fur-
ther than losing a credit.

Question: Why has the cheating
policy been added to the handbook?

Answer: There wasn’t anything
formalized and we are placing a value
on academic honesty.  It wasn’t be-
cause of a huge rash of problems.

(Continued from page 2)

•Teachers share responsibility for cheating
teacher before class, (not in front of the
class).  This way the teacher and stu-
dent might be able to think together to
try to solve the homework problem, with-
out the student getting in trouble for
cheating.  After all, isn’t that what edu-
cation is all about: teachers and students
working together to create the best op-
portunities for students not only to sur-
vive but also to learn?
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By Sarah Maine
Staying in fancy hotels with five swimming pools and going
to Cocoa Beach may sound like a vacation for the rich
and famous, but for eight SES students and their sponsor,
it was just a part of earning the honor to compete at the
FCCLA Nation-
als.
Charlie Bloom,
Emily Hawks,
Melissa Hillyard,
Ashley Mueller,
Jayme Sauber,
Lindsey Shirack,
Emily Stein,
Angela Wilson
and Mrs. Juanelle
Garretson trav-
eled to Orlando,
Florida this
summer after
earning the honor
by winning the
state Parliamen-
tary Procedure
competition or
participating as
officers on the
Peer Education
team last year.
Bloom, Hawkes,
Hillyard, Sauber,
Shirack, and Wilson all went to participate in the STAR
event Parliamentary Procedure (Parlaw).  Stein and
Mueller were on the Peer Education team, which evalu-
ated STAR events.  The other girls competed in parlaw at
8 a.m. on Monday morning, and the ceremonies to honor
the groups were held Wednesday evening at 5 p.m.
After almost two hours of waiting to hear their name in the
ceremony, they learned they had earned a gold medal and
were in the top five in the nation.  They were the third from
last school called, meaning they were the third from the
top in the Central and North Atlantic regions.
In addition to evaluating and performing, participants
attended planning meetings and general sessions.  To
promote the new program “Stop the Violence,” they sat in

on a panel of people that have been affected by school
shootings and other violence.  For example, a school
resource officer from Florida, the husband of one of the
teachers killed in Jonesboro, Arkansas, spoke, and a girl
paralyzed from the chest down because of being shot at

her school in
Paducah, Ken-
tucky told her
traumatic story.
Beyond the
educational
aspects of the
experience, there
were parties in the
Gala and tours of
Sea World,
Cocoa Beach, the
Islands of Adven-
ture Them Park,
and the Rain
Forest Café.  The
girls also had the
opportunity to
shop at a mall.
Since all the girls
who went to
Orlando are still in
school this year,
they will all have
the opportunity to

win the opportunity to compete again this summer in
Anaheim, CA.
Now that the summer activities have passed, FCCLA has
moved on to new activities.  They brought in Kansas Kids,
Leaders of the Pack, and hosted their annual membership
party.
The membership party was Sept. 12, and there were
about 50 in attendance.  They played Jell-o and water
balloon games and there was pizza and pop.  On Wednes-
day, Oct. 25, FCCLA will be going to the District G Fall
Leadership Academy in Bulher, Kansas.

Emily Hawks, Angela Wilson, Juanelle Garretson, Lindsey Shirack, Melissa Hillyard,
Emily Stein, Jayme Sauber, Charly Bloom and Ashley Mueller comprised the Parlaw
team that attended Nationals in Florida this summer.   (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Juanelle
Garretson)

FCCLA Parlaw brings home gold
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Just a
glimpse of
2000 FCCLA
Nationals Angela Wilson, Charly Bloom, Emily Hawkes, Lindsey Shirack, Jayme

Sauber, and Melissa Hillyard eat lunch at the hotel.

Ashley Mueller and Melissa Hillyard
waiting to get on the plane. Lindsey Shirack and Jayme Sauber  sit on top of baggage claim .

Melissa Hillyard, Angela Wilson, Emily Hawkes, Lindsey Shirack, Charly Bloom,
Jayme Sauber, and Juanelle Garretson in the hotel after finding out they had
won gold in Parlaw.

Emily Hawkes, Emily Stein, Lindsey
Shirack, Jayme Sauber and Charly
Bloom posing at Cocoa Beach.
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Bethe travels to Seattle, protests “Big Tobacco”

By Tammi Verhoeff
This past year Southeast has added

three new teachers.

John Yost
Mr. Yost has worked in various fields,

literally.  Yost, in his spare times works on a
farm, but during the day, he’s, now, a teacher
at Southeast of Saline.  Mr. Yost teaches Bi-
ology and Chemistry.  Mr. Yost did work as a
college professor at Hesston Junior College.

He has two kids that now attended
Southeast of Saline, and a daughter who is a
senior at Moundridge.

Yost has a very busy schedule. Dur-
ing the week he teaches, farms, and takes
care of his two sons, Grant (sophomore) and
Matt (8th Grade), but on the weekends he
goes to see his wife Carol and his daughter
Janette

Melony McClure
After staying home with children for

By Katie Geisler
Senior Martha Bethe joined over 1,000

teens from across the nation in a protest when
she traveled to Se-
attle this summer.

B e t h e
joined the protest
against “Big To-
bacco” the last
day of a Truth
summit for teens.

“We spent
all week preparing
for the protest and
on the last day, we
stood outside a
rented I-Max the-
ater chanting and cheering and displaying
anti-smoking posters.  It was cool,” Bethe
said.

The term big tobacco is used to in-
clude all tobacco companies.  The rally was
held to protest against ‘Big Tobacco’ tar-
geting teenagers and also to show teenag-
ers that there are teens that feel the same
way they do.

Bethe said the protest was against the
big tobacco companies’ practices that lure
young people into smoking, not against the
smokers themselves.

“We’re not targeting smokers.  We are
fighting ‘Big Tobacco.’  They are manipulat-
ing teenagers and it has to stop.  ‘Big To-
bacco’ is just trying to get teenagers to
smoke so they can replace the thousands of
people they kill each day,” Bethe said.

On the first day of the summit, Bethe
arrived in Seattle and she went to an old army
hangar and was surprised by Blink 182.  The
first night also included a dance and rock
climbing.  They stayed in dorm rooms and
got in at 1:00 a.m.

On Saturday, rally organizers rented
an I-max theatre and began to plan things
for the big rally on Monday.  Participants
talked about tobacco and then began work-
ing on chants, cheers, and posters.

On Sunday they finished their post-
ers and held another dance. Bethe was not
able to attend the festivities on Sunday be-
cause she came down with strep throat after
Saturday’s protest.

Monday, which was the last day, they
had a televised broadcast of their rally and
they held their posters and shouted chants
and cheers.

Not only did Bethe go to Seattle to
fight against tobacco, but she also went to
Chicago.   She listened to speakers talk about
what kind of things they could do before

they started smoking and their limitations
after they started.  One man spoke that went
from singing at Carnegie Hall to having to
use a voice box because of smoking.

“I learned a lot of facts in Chicago that
I feel will be very helpful and I also learned
how tobacco companies persuade teenag-
ers to get them to feel like it’s o.k. to smoke
certain things,” Bethe said.

She wanted to get as much informa-
tion as she could to bring back to her com-
munity.  If you’ve seen posters hanging up
around the halls of Southeast of Saline,
they’re just some of the things she brought
back to share.

While she was there, she also was able
to talk to people from other parts of the world
about seminars that they’ve held.  She dis-
covered that in other countries they have
people carrying around baskets handing
cigarettes out for free to everybody.

She also talked with people in Thai-
land who are going to give each other ideas
and try to help each other to further their
education in tobacco.

Bethe, who is now President of Youth
to Youth in Salina, said she felt her travels
were very worthwhile.

“If I could help just one person it
would be worth everything that I’ve done,”
Bethe said.

the past 12 years, Mrs. Melony McClure is
back at SES.

Mrs. McClure no longer teaches busi-
ness as she did 12 years ago but now teaches
Math 8 and Algebra I.

Mrs. McClure was a business teacher
at Southeast of Saline for eight years before
she “retired temporarily” to take care of her
three kids, Mark, Max, and Marissa.

She said that she temporarily retired
to commit her time to her children.  The tem-
porary retirement proved essential, she said,
because all of her children were born prema-
turely and needed special care.

“All three children have been born
early and experienced health challenges. Be-
cause Mark was early (9 weeks), I flew to
Wichita on Life Watcher helicopter. After
birth, he spent lots of time in the hospital.
Max was born in Salina but was 6 ½ weeks
early.  With Marissa, I was on bed rest for
four months before her birth.  She was our
most healthy child, only four weeks early,”

she said.
“Now that I’m no longer staying at

home nurturing my children, I’m back ‘at
home’ at Southeast of Saline,” McClure said.

Mr. Harris
Being a first time teacher, Mr. Zachary

Harris said he himself is also learning.
“I hope to get more hands on science,

for example, instead of talking about the sci-
entific method, have them perform tasks re-
quiring it so they are applying it,” Harris said.

Mr. Harris teaches physical science,
health and physical education.

“I would also like to be involved in
extra curricular activities,” Harris said.

With teaching, there are always some
difficulties.

“Probably the most difficult part of my
job is the block schedule,” Harris said.  He
said it’s difficult for a beginning teacher to
engage the students for an hour and a half.

Generally, though, Harris said that
teaching is a fun first experience.

“I really enjoy teaching,” he said.

Southeast welcomes three new teachers
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By Katie Geisler
Mrs. Judy White’s desk is cluttered with
notebooks pertaining to two major programs at
Southeast of Saline.  National Honors Society
(NHS) and Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) are
underway and starting to plan their upcoming
activities.
This Monday, Sept. 25, BBBS went on their first
monthly trip.  They rode go-carts, played laser
tag and played games at Jumpin’ Joe’s in Salina.
For their October trip, they will be going to a
haunted house at Halloween O’Rama.
NHS volunteered by helping with face painting,
races, and other games for Santa Fe Days in
Salina on Sept. 23.  They have a full schedule for

By Sarah Maine
New science teacher Mr. John Yost likes field
trips ... if students earn the opportunity to go.
Science classes have recently earned the
privilege to go seining at Pioneer Lake and to
The Land Institute.
“The students told me that it was a tradition to
take the Advanced Biology class to the lake. I
told them I wasn’t opposed to fun learning, but
they’d have to earn the privilege by working
ahead first. They did that, and we
took the field trips,” Yost said.
The Advanced Biology class was required to
get through chapter 2 in the text.
On Wednesday and Thursday, Mr. Yost took
his second, third, fourth, and fifth hour classes
out east of school to seine the pond. They were
finding out about fresh water ecosystems.
They studied the interrelationships between
organisms, about the fall overturn to recharge
nutrients in standing water habitats, and the
food chain.
On Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2000, the seventh
hour chemistry class went to The Land
Institute. The teens learned about alternative
uses for agriculture lands, how they are doing
research to solve our energy problems by how
we treat the land, and the physical makeup of
the land and the pH of the soil.
Dr. Chris Picone talked to them for about 30
minutes about his research, then took them on a
tour and showed them the effects his research
could have on the future.
They learned about the possibilities of
replacing the annual crop system with
perennial plants. That would supposedly help
the land by reducing erosion, because the
perennial plants have a bigger root system,
holding  more soil to the ground.
 Another activity Yost has planned is taking the
Advanced Biology class to Rolling Hills Ranch
for a career seminar that about 300 students
will attend.
 “It is a great opportunity for students to look
at careers in science, especially biology,” Yost
said.
Also, later, he plans on taking a group of
students to Salina to test the pollutants in soil

Biology students get wet seining fish at Pioneer Lake

Madrigals pose after their last performance
at the Rennaissance Festival in Kansas City.
See story on front page (Photos courtesy of
Mr. Bill Tuzicka)

Terry Kinsler, Dustin Kruse, and Kristine
Banks-Smith after catching a fish (Photo
by Mr. John Yost)

Joe Sparacino Kristine Banks-Smith Abbi Walmsley, Shannon Davis, and Cara Ade
displaying their catch at pioneer lake.(Photo by Mr. John Yost)

this year as they get out in the community and
volunteer to help many organizations.  Make a
Difference Day is  coming up on October 28
where they will do something to help out in the
community.
Mrs. White commented on the progress that
NHS and BBBS has made in the past years.
“I feel that we have made very good progress and
I am very pleased with it.  It all comes from the
reflections from the students that participate,”
White said.
BBBS has been a model for many schools.
“Southeast of Saline is the first school in Kansas
to start BBBS and it has been a model for others
to start.  Other schools have seen the difference
this program has made and have been looking at
starting it in their school,” White said.

Mr. Bill Tuzicks directs one of the eight
numbers performed that the SES Madrigals
performed at the Renaissance Festival in
Kansas City on Saturday, Sept. 23.
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 Varsity Score Box
Football

Smoky Valley 0-20
Marion 10-14
Belleville 33-27

Minneapolis 7-21

Volleyball
South Quad Tournament:
Lincoln 5-15, 9-15
Salina South 4-15, 7-15
Dodge City 8-15, 8-15
SES Invitational:
Moundridge 7-15, 4-15
Abilene 5-15, 0-15
Salina South 5-15, 2-15

Smoky Valley 3-15, 9-15
11-15, 11-15

Russell 15-13, 9-15, 15-5
15-17, 11-15

Beloit 11-15, 15-9, 15-7
6-15, 15-7,3-15

Cross Country
(Boys)

Hesston 12th
Clay Center 7th
SES Invititational 10th
Abilene 3rd

(Girls)
Hesston 11th
Clay Center 6th
SES Invitational 11th
Abilene 2ndBy Sarah Maine

After a slow start, the SES volleyball team
has two wins under their belt.  After placing dead
last in both the SES Invitational and Salina South
quad tournaments, Southeast coach Bill Gies said
he’ll go into the Belleville game next Tuesday
with hope.

After some disappointing losses at the
Salina South quad and SES invitational tourna-
ments, and against Smoky Valley, the varsity vol-
leyball team rebounded and beat Russell in three
games 15-13, 9-15, and 15-5, on Sept. 19, two
weeks ago.  But in the second match against
Russell after the JV game, the Trojans couldn’t
hold them off and lost in straight sets, 17-15, 15-
11.

Last Tuesday, the Southeast volleyball
team took on Beloit at home.  In the first match,
SES won in three games, 11-15, 15-9, 15-7, but
once again, in the second game, Beloit rallied and
the Trojans lost 6-15, 15-7, and 3-15.

“We lost the momentum in the second
match and that was the biggest difference in the

loss,” Gies said.  “Our serving and passing must
improve if we are to win league matches.  We are
hitting well enough to win, but we are not hitting
often enough to win.”

Tomorrow the girls will be in Concordia,
and then on Tuesday they will be back at SES to
battle the Lady Buffs of Belleville.

In the first game of the season, the South-
east lost to Lincoln.  Later that day in the same
tournament at South High in Salina, came more
disappointing losses to Salina South and Dodge
City.

Then at the Southeast of Saline Invitational
Tournament, the Varsity squad was brought down
by Moundridge, 15-7, 15-4, then by Abilene 15-
5, 15-0, and then again by Salina South, 15-5, 15-
2.

Coach Gies hopes those losses are behind
the team now.

  “Our team needs to come together and
play a complete match.  Our ability has not been
maximized.  Go SES!” Geis said.

Volleyball team wins two after a 0-8 start

Jamie Giersch and Tere Bell watch Nikki Messersmith go up for the spike during the
first game against Beloit on Tuesday.  (Photo by Sarah Maine)

Haylie Colby, Jason Brady, Vernon Cathey,
and Tucker Weese cheer at the Minneapolis
football game while Michael Griffin
observes the action.  (Photo by Chris
McMahan)



Sports      The Trojournal                             Sept. 29, 2000•page 9

By Chris McMahan
Tonight the SES Trojans hopes to

topple the undefeated Russell Broncos in

Chaid Schwartz scrambles away from defenders in the game against Minneapolis last
week.  (Photo by Chris McMahan)

Southeast’s annual Homecoming game.
SES enters the contest 1-3 after

close contests with Minneapolis, Marion,

and a win against Belleville.
“They are a ranked football team and

are real physical, so they our kind of foot-
ball. We are a physical football team. That
is the kind of mindset I would like my
team to have,” said Coach Haxton
“Russell is a hard team but hopefully we
will come out on top.”

Last week Southeast took on the
Minneapolis Lions, and played a hard first
and second quarter. The score at halftime
was 7-7 but after the half Gawith of Min-
neapolis found running room and led the
Lions to a 21-7 victory. Though it was a
loss one thing was proven, SES has a great
defense being the only team so far to hold
Minneapolis to under 30 points.

The week before that the Trojans
defeated the Belleville Buffs 33-27 after a
miracle play with 8 seconds left. The
other two games played were losses, one
to Marion 14-10, and one to Smoky Val-
ley 21-0.

Trojans to take on Broncos in Homecoming Game

Mitcher Barnes finishes last 100 yards at
the SES Invitational. (Photo by Chris
McMahan)

By Tammi Verhoeff
“I didn’t come this far for nothing,”

is a phrase you can see on the back of
Christine Banks-Smith’s shorts.

Banks-Smith, a junior exchange
student from Australia and number one
girls’ runner for SES, ran track last year
and wanted to try cross country this fall.
In track last year, Banks-Smith went on
to state running the 400 meters.

Joining Banks-Smith on the girls
team are senior Elizabeth Myers; jun-
iors Ashley Muller and Jayme Sauber;
sophomores Rena Fowles, Tammi
Verhoeff and Jamie Schropp; and fresh-
man Jami Brown.

Running number one for the boys’
team is Tucker Weese (sophomore) with
Mike Pope (senior) and Mitcher Barnes
(sophomore) close behind.  Other mem-
bers of the boys’ team are senior Rob-
ert Eslick; sophomores Jason Brady,
Vernon Cathey, Mitchell Pounds and
Wade Waddle; and freshmen Travis
Bowles and Andy Breer.

The 2000 cross country team is
keeping the traditions alive, with deco-
rating shorts, having weekly past parties,
secret pal, prayer, and, of course, lots of
practice.

“We’re getting better throughout
the year; we need to keep it up,” Coach
Wayne Sager said.

The next meet will be on Tuesday
at Ellsworth where Southeast will once
again compete.

Southeast has run at Abilene where
the girls placed second and the boys
placed third. Banks-Smith, Sauber,
Brown, Fowles, Mueller, Schropp and
Verhoeff all medaled at the varsity race.

Weese, Barnes, Pope, Eslick and
Brady all medaled in the varsity boy’s
race.

Southeast has also run at Clay Cen-
ter and Hesston, but neither team
medaled on those races.

“We’re getting better.  We just
need to keep seeing the improvement
that we are seeing,” Sager said.

Cross country team is keeping traditions alive
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By Caitlin Bunger
Guys’ care group mem-

ber Colt Carter and mentor
Mr. John Yost teamed up to
set a new record on “the
giant’s ladder” at the St.
Francis Ropes Course Friday,
Sept. 21.

The previous record
time was just under five min-
utes, and Carter and Yost
completed the ladder in two
minutes and one second.

The care group, con-
sisting of Nathan Bachamp,
Matt Kline, Jordon Dupes,
Julio Martinez, Colt Carter,
Eric Tweedy, Tom Komp, Wil-
liam Kramer, Travis Bowles,
and Chris McMahan went to
the ropes course to learn

Guys Care Group celebrates after conquering the ropes of the St.
Francis Ropes Course. Pictured  Terry Anderson, Tom Komp, William
Kramer, Travis Bowles, Chris McMahan, Melinda Smith, John Yost,
Nathan Bachamp, Matt Kline, Jordon Dupes, Julio Martinez, Colt
Carter, and Eric Tweedy. (Photo by Jim Dubois)

teamwork and trust, care
group member Chris
McMahan said.

Sponsor Mrs. Melinda
Smith said that Jim Dubois,
Ropes Couse director, had
given the group the ultimate
compliment.

“He said this group
had more unity than any
other group he’s had,” Smith
said.

She said she was
proud of the group.

“Several students over-
came huge obstacles to be
successful,” she said.  “It’s
hard to be macho when you
are 50 to 60 feet off the
ground.”

Guys’ Care Group tackles St. Francis ropes


