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By Tammi Verhoeff
911.
That’s one day that will go straight

into the history books.  It was the day that
America was under attack from alleged Af-
ghanistan terrorists, and it was also a day
that gave choir students need to pause and
think about their scheduled trip to Wash-
ington D.C. this summer.

On September 11, 2001, four airplanes
were hijacked and crashed, two into the world
trade centers, one into the pentagon and one
allegedly aiming for Camp David, crashed

into a field in Pennsylvania.
The number of lives lost was in the

thousands.  It was called the worst act of
terrorism on the United States of America
ever.

President George W. Bush is urging
Americans to move on with their lives, and
the Southeast of Saline High School Select
Choir plans to do just that.  They are still
bound for Washington D.C. for their tri-an-
nual vocal trip.
(see “Choir.....” on page 12)

By Kelsey Delker
Though controversy initially surrounded the Homecoming

dance date, that controversy has been resolved.
The dance was originally set for Friday after the game, and

Stuco sponsor Mr. Terry Anderson
had sent in the check to the DJs to
pay in advance for that date, but
several Stuco members managed to
get the dance date changed to Sat-
urday evening … without losing any
money.  The DJs agreed to play on
Saturday instead.

Anderson said that his big-
gest concern about the Friday dance
was that last year he had to call in
the police and they had to intervene.

“Because of problems from
homecoming over the last few years,
I believed it was wiser to have home-
coming on Friday.  I knew that stu-
dents would be unhappy with the
move; however, they aren’t aware
of the fact that homecoming was tra-
ditionally held on Fridays in the past
and it was sponsors like me who
agreed to moving it to Saturday.”

Anderson said he still disagrees with the choice to move the

dance to Saturday but that he was not complaining.
“I still believe homecoming should be a Friday event.  How-

ever, since I will not have to attend or spend the usual nine hours
there, I cannot complain at all.  I hope that students are extremely

well behaved because their sponsors
deserve that for giving up a Saturday
night.”

Although Anderson was
strongly against the Saturday dance,
he agreed to reschedule the dance for
Saturday if Stuco members chose to
find other sponsors and if Principal
Monte Couchman agreed.

The dance theme will be “Sing-
ing in the Shower,” and it will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 6 from 9:00-mid-
night.

The Homecoming game is to be
played against Beloit at 7:00 PM on
Friday, Oct. 5.

The homecoming queen candi-
dates are Charly Bloom, Rianna
Crable, Jamie Giersch, Jayme Sauber
and Melissa Wagner.  King candi-
dates are Ryan Brack, Tom Komp,

Adam Ptacek, Chaid Schwarz and Jacob Will.  The king and queen
are to be announced at the homecoming game on Friday.

Terrorist attack won’t deter choir’s trip to D.C.

Homecoming dance returns to Saturday night

Former Southeast of Saline students pose
in front of an “I Hate War” sign on a trip
they took for vocal to Washington D.C.
(Photo courtesy of Mr. Bill Tuzicka)

Homecoming candidates Jacob Will, Tommy Komp, Chaid
Schwarz, Jayme Sauber, Adam Ptacek, Melissa Wagner,
Jamie Giersch, Rianna Crable, Charly Bloom and Ryan
Brack, await the decision. (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)
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A letter to the editor
America needs to look above for help
By Sarah Maine

People all over the nation are ask-
ing, “Why did the mayhem in New York
and Washington D.C. happen?”  Some are
blaming it on our government.  Some are
blaming it on our president.   But neither
of these is the cause.  The reason for the
mayhem has nothing directly to do with
our government or our president, but with
our attitudes and actions.

God Almighty has sent down pun-
ishment to the United States of America
for its rebellion and wickedness.  We have
been greedy, putting things before God;
and we have been too proud of our own
power to acknowledge God’s power.

In the Bible, there were many times
when God took his hand away from his
chosen people because of its wickedness.
For example, the whole book of Habakkuk
is about Habakkuk’s questions about why
God has allowed violence and injustice to
enter the land.  God’s reply in Habakkuk
1:5 was, “Look at the nations and watch
— and be utterly amazed.  For I am going

to do something in your days that you
would not believe, even if you were told.”

God then proceeded to tell him that
a nation that was against them was being
made strong, so that they could attack and
‘sweep across the whole earth to seize
dwelling places not their own’-Habakkuk
1:6.

As Christians, we must band to-
gether to pray for our country.  2
Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, who
are called by my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.”  These are powerful
words from God Almighty, but God will
fulfill them in our nation if we will just
follow the commands he has given us.

If we will come before God with a
humble and sincere heart and will give up
the things this world has put before us,
God will hear the pleas and will answer in
a mighty way to heal this land—a land
that has been stricken with terrorism.

Should the U.S. risk war by retaliating against
a country that is harboring a terrorist?

SarahMaine: “Retaliate,
no; serve justice, yes.”

Grant Wagner: “Knowing
that that question directly
relates to Afghanistan, and
considering my Afghan
ethnic background, I would
have to say ‘no.’”

Chelsie Unruh: “Yes,
because we can’t let them
get away with it because
they’ll do it again.
However, we shouldn’t
stoop down to their level
while doing this.”

Justin Davis: “Yes, if we
don’t, other countries will do
it, and will think they can
get away with it.  Yet if we
start nuking that country, a
nuclear war might be
created.”
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By Kelsey Delker
Students swarm the halls like el-

ephants at the watering hole.  Teachers fran-
tically try to keep up with pass signing. Long
lines form outside of
Mr. Sauber ’s door,
and students wait in
line to get on a com-
puter in Mr. Wagner’s
lab…sound familiar?
Probably not any-
more.

The faculty
and administration
changed the seminar
pass policy this year,
and much of the change is positive. Hall traf-
fic has been reduced. Lines to see a teacher
are shorter, and seminar teachers are sign-
ing fewer passes.  In general, more home-
work is getting done.

However, there are a few things that
could be improved. Most of those little prob-
lems involve need for exceptions to the two-
pass rule.

The first concern is restroom use.
Since the new seminar passes allow

students to go to two places, then back to
their own seminars, it is impossible, without
cheating to get help with two subjects, and
go to the bathroom.

Many students have found a way
around this problem: They go to the bath-
room on the way to one teacher and change
the time on their seminar passes. This is
cheating, and the students know it, but some
feel the passing policy is so restrictive that
they need to cheat it just a little.

We are confident that the faculty and
administration do not desire to encourage
even a little cheating from the students in
our high school.  They certainly understand
that when you’ve got to go, you’ve got to
go, but the policy is new, so the problem
hasn’t yet been addressed.

A slight modification in the pass policy
could make the bathroom cheating unnec-
essary. The administration needs to address
this problem by putting laminated “Potty
Passes” in each seminar and asking the
teachers to limit the students to one “Potty
Pass” use per seminar.  They can even make
“Drink Passes” and use them the same way.

Another student concern is that in

several classes, students are assigned to
work with a partner, or they need a student’s
help with an assignment.  Some teachers
aren’t willing to let in students to their semi-
nar that aren’t in any of their classes, so it is
difficult to get group work done during semi-
nar.

The students need to arrange a meet-
ing time in the seminar of the teacher who
gave the assignment, or if they don’t know
in advance that they need help from a stu-
dent, the seminar teachers should be more
open to students other than just the ones in
their classes.

If we change just a few things about
the new seminar policy, students will be hap-
pier.  After all, students with potty privileges
are happier students.  And the slight changes
would make teachers happier too because
they wouldn’t have to clean the wet chairs
of students who couldn’t make it to the bath-
room after each seminar or put up with stu-
dents’ complaining that they have to use
the bathroom.

With these changes, everybody would
win.

By Tammi Verhoeff
“God Bless America” means a lot more

to Americans today than it did one month
ago.

After the terrorist acts on the East
Coast, many Ameri-
cans are wondering
what’ll happen now?
What changes will
there be? What do
we do now that
somebody has
found a weakness in
our society?

The answer is,
nobody knows, but
the three main issues that need to be ad-
dressed are as follows.

What retaliation efforts will be made,
and do those plans include nuclear war?

What can we do to mitigate the effects
on the economy?

What limitations on our freedoms
should we accept as we initiate new policies
in the airports and around federal buildings
to prevent further terrorist acts?

Concerning retaliation, we must retali-
ate.  President Bush is poised to retaliate not
only against terrorists but also against the

countries which harbor them.  Wisely, he has
gained the support of NATO, Congress and
most Americans.  It appears that the only
two acts that will be considered unaccept-
able would be to do nothing or to move so
hastily that we start a nuclear war.  Even
though nuclear war is always a risk, America
must retaliate or we can expect to be bombed
regularly.

The second concern involves the
economy.  Even before the American mar-
kets reopened, the Japanese stock market
fell more than eight percent.  The American
stock market also fell when it reopened.  To
prevent further declines, the American
people must avoid panic and overreaction.
They should stay invested in the stock mar-
ket, planning for the long haul and they
should avoid making runs on the banks.

The most disheartening act that
Americans did during this tragic and
heartrending time, was to choose not to stick
together.  Price gouging was rampant.  The
gas prices flew up as soon as people real-
ized a profit could be made.  Instead of help-
ing their country, some business people
helped themselves and took advantage of
America’s vulnerability.

These problems will eventually be

solved.  For example, Carla Stovall has said
that the gas stations will be forgiven, IF they
refund overcharged gas and contribute to a
charity that is set up for victims of terrorists.

But the reconstruction of America, ex-
ternally and internally, will take a lot of time
and forgiveness combined with a team ef-
fort.

Externally speaking, America will be
able to rebuild buildings, though it will take
a lot of time and patience as well as a willing-
ness to accept stricter restrictions in airports
and in and around federal buildings.  The
new security measures should be drastic and
at first they may seem unjust and unfair, but
in the long run, they will prove effective.

Internally, America may never heal.
The impact on the feelings of vulnerability,
nakedness and insecurity will rest in
American’s hearts forever.  We will indulge
the belief that we can never be safe.

Nevertheless, there are things we can
do to feel more in control.  We must begin to
live normal lives again, get our jetliners fly-
ing again, avoid panic that causes people to
rush to gas stations and banks, accept the
fact that restrictions are a necessity and
never forget those that have died in the name
of America.

Land of the free; home of the brave

Seminar policies require slight modifications
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Students place second in Kansas web contest

By Genell Heimer
Kelsey Delker, Jennifer Roe, Logan Henry,
Grant Wagner and Evan Diaz will rise early
every day to be at school by 7:20 a.m.
These five dedicated musicians are
involved in both vocal and instrumental
select groups, Madrigal and Jazz Band, at
SES.
The students in both groups were selected
by audition.  Madrigal auditions took place
the same day as enrollment.
New band teacher Quentin Breese held
auditions before and after school hours
during the first week of school.  Because
he desired a larger jazz band, he opened
auditions to eighth graders and recruited
pianist Kelsey Delker.
The Jazz Band group meets every
Tuesday, and Friday and alternating
Wednesdays.
Breese’s expectations of the jazz band are
that they will become a core group of
leading musicians and will be an elect
group picked from the regular band,
eventually.
The  2001 Jazz Band members are Evan
Diaz, Casey Krager, Justin Schropp, Justin
Davis – trumpets; Logan Henry, Breanna
Kuhlman, Travis Sheets, and Jathan Show
– Trombones; Cory Krager, Mark McClure,
Rachael Moon – Alto Saxophone; Joni
Heimer – Tenor Sax; Troy Terry – Baritone
Sax; Grant Wagner and Jennifer Roe – bass
guitars; Chris Hammon – Guitar; Kelsey
Delker – piano; Sarah Moon – flute; Zach
Vernon and Alden Alexander – drummers.
There are seven people in jazz band that
aren’t in regular high school band.  The

eighth graders are Mark McClure, Rachael
Moon, Joni Heimer, Justin Schropp, and
Travis Sheets.  Kelsey Delker and Jathan
Show were asked to join jazz band to fill
needed positions.
The Jazz Band’s first performance is the
October Festival, Oct. 13.
The 2001 Madrigal group meets with
instructor Mr. Bill Tuzicka every Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Madrigal members are Shai Elliott, Shawna
Mayer, Rena Fowles, Charly Bloom,
Haylie Colby and Tamre Roush —
sopranos; Amanda Ziegler, April Torske,
Jayme Sauber, Rachael Flax, Emily Henry
and Jennifer Roe — altos; Adam

Stephenson, Evan Diaz, Mitcher Barnes,
Justin Davis, Jami Brown and  Broc Tanner
— tenors; Jason Korbelik, Joe Sparacino,
Ben Ryan, Michael Sims, Andrew Breer
and Logan Henry — basses.
Also singing soprano and playing the
piano is Kelsey Delker and singing bass
and playing piano is Jason Mann. Grant
Wagner also plays the bass guitar.
“This group has a lighter sound, with a
nice blend and work ethic,”  Tuzicka said.
“They get a lot accomplished in rehearsals.
They are as far along as any group (I’ve
worked with).”
The first Madrigal performance was at the
Renaissance Festival, Sept. 23.

By Jessica Conway
Tammi Verhoff, Shai Elliot, Emily Henry and
Casey Krager placed second in the Kansas
History Web page contest which they
entered last spring.
The first place winners were four students
from Nemaha Valley High School, with a
site on World War II, the Korean War, and
the Vietnam war.
The SES students’ web page was an
English assignment for Mr. Don Wagner’s
English 10 class. This group was the only
one in that class that met the contest
deadline.
Verhoeff said they had to work very hard
to meet their deadline.

“At first it was really hard to combine all
the information and keep focused,” she
said. “Near the end we were rushing
around trying to meet the deadline, and
there was a lot of stuff we couldn’t put on
there because there wasn’t enough space
and we didn’t have enough time.”
Wagner assigned the students to research
local history or geography, things that
were happening in the community around
them. They had to include two oral entries
such as a diary journal or other personal
account, at least five primary sources, and
seven photographs to meet the web page
criteria.
This group chose to research Camp

Phillips, a WWII camp for German
prisoners in the farmlands of Kansas right
outside of where Smolan  is now.  The
camp was built in 1942.
The class also wrote poems, stories,
speeches, short stories and literature.
They took a field trip to Kanopolis, Wilson
Lake and the Garden of Eden.
Wagner said he was very excited about
this project and made it a big part of his
class.
“I think the team that placed learned a lot
about following rules, procedure, local
history, and working in the electronic
medium,” Wagner said.
The web page they made can be viewed at
WWW.KANSASHISTORY.ORG/POWS.

Music students survive early morning

Logan Henry tries to steal a kiss from Rena Fowles during the Renaissance festival.  The
Southeast of Saline Madrigals perform every year in Kansas City. (Photo courtesy of Mr.
Bill Tuzicka)



Features-News                                   The Trojournal    Sept. 28, 2001•page 5

By Genell Heimer
Four SES students – Andy Clifford, Austin
Barnes, Alex Mutschler and Erin Boyd —
were published this summer in Young
Kansas Writers, a publication of the
Kansas Association of Teachers of
English (KATE).
The SES students’ poems and short fiction
were published along with 44 other entries
in the magazine.  Their entries comprised
40 percent of the pieces published in the
eighth grade section of the magazine.
These students are freshmen this year.
Barnes published a short fiction piece
titled “First Kiss,” and Clifford published a

By Alex Mutschler
SES sophomore Genell Heimer didn’t win a
big scholarship as she had hoped she
would when she entered a recent Nestle’s
contest, but she did win a big pile of
candy.
Executive director of Martin Luther King
Childcare Center; Beverly Peterson,
nominated Heimer for the Nestle Very Best
In Youth Award.
The Nestle Award is for honoring people
who have made reading a priority and, in
the process, have made certain
contributions to the quality of life and their
communities.
Heimer said she was qualified as a
candidate because she tries to read as
much as possible, and she volunteered a
lot for the community. By Alex Mutschler

Jordan Dupes & Lindsay Shirack were
selected by Southeast of Saline to be in the
eighth annual Wendy’s High School Heisman
program.
The Wendy Heisman award is based on the
Heisman College trophy award, except this is
for high school seniors, said Counselor Mrs.
Judy White.
This award is for seniors nationwide who
have learned and appreciated the
interrelation of academics, athletics and
community service.  The benefit of it is
recognition, as not many get to receive it,
White said.
The students receive money if they place
first in the state.  The award can only be
received one time per person.
Also this summer, Shirack received a trip
through the Rural Electric Cooperative.  She
was selected to be the national youth
spokesperson for the (NRECA), National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
Youth Leadership Council, winning a trip to
Washington D.C.

By Jessica Conway
Roberta Mugler, Jeff Will and Denise Stein
hope to increase school spirit by caravanning
to away football games this season.
They decorate their cars with car window
paint and have special SES car tags and socks
that they put in their windows. They dress in
purple and white and go to all the away
football games to show their school spirit.
Parents, grandparents, cheerleaders and
students — all who can make it - are welcome
to caravan with them.
For more information contact Jeff Will
(667-4096), Denise Stein (536-4503), or
Roberta Mugler (536-4424).

Science  Club officers have been elected for
2001-2002. They are:
President; Angela Wilson, Vice President;
Ryan Brock, Secretary/Treasurer; Jamie
Sauber, Historian; Lindsey Sharack.Head
coordinator and sponsor for the club is new
teacher Mrs. Katherine Hess.

FFA club officers have been elected for 2001-
2002. They are:
President;Amanda Preston, Vice President;
Emily Henry, Secretary; Casey Krager,
Treasurer; Kyle Hawkes, Reporter; Abby
Staab and Sentinel, Jenna Hackney. Head
coordinator and sponsor for the club is new
teacher Ms. Brandi Rice.

piece called “Too Hot to Trot.”
Mutschler published a poem called
“Knight,” and Boyd’s poem was called
“Real Friends.”
Also acknowledged was Erica Stein, who
received honorable mention for her poem,
“Fueled.”
Students who were published have
received a complimentary copy of Young
Kansas Writers.  Others who would like to
read the published poems may borrow the
magazine from Mr. Gary McClure, Creative
Writing teacher, or from one of the four
published authors.

Each nominee answered a variety of
questions such as their career objectives,
type of contributions they have made to
their community and what the major
problem is in the world and why is it and
how would they fix it.
Also, every nominee was required to have
four recommendations. Those who
recommended Heimer were Mr. Bill Gies,
Mr. Terry Anderson, Mr. Gary McClure
and Ms. Beverly Peterson.
Heimer was also required to attach a
transcript of her grades as well as all of her
previous awards and achievements.
“I was disappointed I didn’t get in the top
30. However, I was delighted that I was
recognized by the community for my hard
work and efforts to the betterment of the
community.”

By Tammi Verhoeff
The annual Southeast of Saline muscial and its
cast have been chosen.  Directors Susan and
Bill Tuzicka have decided on Diamond Studs,
a play about the life of Jesse James.
The show will be presented Nov. 9 and 10 in
the SES theater.
The musical cast, who have already begun to
practice, are as follows:
Jesse James- Adam Stephenson
C.C. Porkbarrel- Joe Sparicino
Bob Ford- Travis Bowles
Allan Pinkerton- Andrew Breer
Major Edwards- Nick Ryan
Zerelda James- Angela James
Cole Younger- Jason Korbelik
Jim Younger- Logan Henry
Bob Younger- Kyle Hawkes
Berny Greencheese- Ben Ryan
William Clark Quantrill- Travis Bowles

Zee James- Shai Elliott
Frank James- Mitcher Barnes
Belle Starr- Racheal Flax
Pancho Villa- Evan Diaz
Gonzales- Joe Sparacino
Reporter- Evan Diaz
Pappy- Joe Sparicino
Governer- Evan Diaz
Murphy- Andrew Breer
Andrew Geis
Nate Gilbert
Townspeople, saloon girls, and chorus:
Jennifer Roe, Emily Henry, Amber Earles,
Kelsey Delker, Jami Brown, Kelsey Lynn,
Justin Davis, Nick Ryan, Jason Mann, Nicole
Koffman, Chelsie Unnruh, Jamie Wilcox,
Emily Hawkes, Jayme Sauber, Amanda
Zieglar, Tammi Verhoeff, Tamre Roush,
Ashley Unruh, Genell Heimer, Kristina
Kruse, Shawna Mayer, Charly Bloom, Nate
Gilbert and Andrew Gies.

Four students publish in ‘Young Kansas Writers’

Heimer wins Nestle chocolate

‘Diamond Studs’ cast is chosen

Caravans travel to away games

Wendy’s Heisman scholars selected

Science club selects officers

FFA selects officers
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Five new secondary teachers – the most hired in at least the last
15 years – have been hired to teach at SES.  The five are Mrs.
Katherine Hess, Mr. Quentin Breese, Miss Pesha Schwensen, Mr.
Eric Swanson and Ms. Brandi Rice.
To help students and patrons to get to know them not only as
teachers, but as people The Trojournal staff has banded together
to compile information about their teaching experience and
outside
lives.
KATHERINE
HESS
By Genell
Heimer
Mrs.
Katherine
Hess is the
new teacher
of Biology,
Chemistry
and
Advanced
Biology.
She
attended
Fort Hays
State
University.
She
graduated
with a
degree in
chemistry
and a minor
in biology and physics.
Her previous jobs were teaching at Cloud County where she
taught an out-reach class and at Minneapolis High School, where
she taught Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Advanced Biology and
College Biology.
Hess describes herself as both a hands-on teacher and a book
teacher. She said she enjoys having students experiment and
perform tasks out of the book.
“I like doing things the traditional way with heavy lab emphasis,”
she said.
Hess would like to take her Advanced Biology to a university to
work with cadavers and take her biology classes to the veterinary
department at K-State and the zoo in Manhattan.
In addition to her teaching duties, Hess is also the sponsor of the
SES Science Club and the junior class.  Her ideas for science club
include a school project to plant purple and white mums to spell
out SES, and to provide a chemical magic show for the elementary
students.  She also wants to accomplish a community and
national project.
For the fall trip, Science Club will be going to St. Francsis to work
with their rope equipment on October 12.  In the spring, Hess
hopes to go on an out-of-state trip, perhaps to Estates Park in
Colorado or the Omaha Zoo in Nebraska.
Hess is married to her high-school sweetheart, Andy Hess.  He is
pharmaceutical  representative.  He sells four different kinds of
medication.  They have a daughter named Claudia Christen, which

they nicknamed CC, who is two and half years old.
“It’s difficult to balance time with my daughter and a full-time job,
but after doing it for 2 ½ years, I feel I’m getting pretty good at it,”
she said.
Hess lives in Abilene, and loves the drive she has to make every
morning to SES.  Hess previously had to drive to Minneapolis and
she says the drive to SES is beautiful.
“It’s a very scenic route,” she said.
Hess said she handles having a new job, being a Jr. Sponsor, and
the science club sponsor and taking care of her family by being
organized.
 “Prior planning is the key,” Hess said.
QUENTIN BREESE
By Alex Mutschler
Mr. Quentin Breese, 24 years old, is the new band teacher here at
SES.  His main instrument is the trumpet,
but he can play all of the instruments except
the harp.
Breese has a Bachelor’s degree in music
from Bethany College.
He chose SES because he likes the area and
it gives his fiancé a better chance to get a
teaching job in Salina and the surrounding
areas.
Breese has played in many bands, such as
country-rock bands, or jazz-brass bands.  In
any spare time he has, he will also play
music for churches.  His preference of music to listen to is rock
over country.
“Music is my life,” he said.
He demonstrates that music is his life by spending his free time
on music, too.  He is currently playing trumpet as a substitute for
“South Pacific” at the Community Theater and will be playing as a
regular later in the year.
Prior to taking the job at SES, Breese taught at Decatur
Community High in Oberlin for a year.
He said that transferring to a different school hasn’t been easy.
“It’s like your first year of teaching all over again,” he said.
In addition to all things being new, Breese said he had spent many
afternoons taking instruments for repair and retrieving the ones
that have been repaired.
His goal by the end of the first quarter is to have all instruments in
playing order. Another first quarter goal is to sort out all the sheet
music so it is in an organized and manageable fashion, he said.
“My goal for the year is to create a good band with a sense of
pride in their musicianship,” he said.
When asked what the most rewarding thing is in his job, Breese
replied simply, “The kids.”
PESHA SCHWENSEN
By Tammi Verhoeff
Though many mistook her as a student at first, Miss Pesha
Schwensen is not a student and she is no ordinary teacher either.
Schwensen teaches Physical Science and Biology here at
Southeast of Saline.
“I was really eager to have my own classroom and to do my own
planning this year,” Schwensen said.
Schwensen attended Kansas State University.  She did her
student teaching at Manhattan High School where she taught
astronomy, geology and coached softball.

Southeast of Saline secondary    

Breese

New teacher Mrs. Katherine Hess attempts to
blow up an egg, demonstrating a chemical
reaction in third hour Advanced Biology.  (Photo
by Tammi Verhoeff)
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“I picked teaching as a career because I
enjoyed it and I knew that every day, I
would I would be able to do something
different,” Schwensen said.
Schwensen prefers
the smaller school
atmosphere that SES
provides and was
excited at the chance
of coaching.
She said she likes
most things about
Southeast but is still
struggling with the
building layout.
“This school was so
confusing.  It took me weeks to figure out
where I was going,” Schwensen said.
Some things may seem unfamiliar to
Schwensen, but other things aren’t.
Schwensen and Mr. Swanson (SES’ new
math teacher) grew up together.
“It was nice to see a familiar face in the
beginning. I didn’t know Mr. Swanson
well, but did know his family. So, it has
been nice to get to know him better,”
Schwensen said.
Other things that might seem more “at
home” to Schwensen might be sports.
Schwensen will be helping to coach
volleyball this year for SES.
In her spare time, Schwensen plays
volleyball, softball, goes to the lake and
reads.
“I love it that it is different every day and
every class period.  I would go crazy if I
had to do the exact same thing day after
day,” Schwensen said.
To provide even more variety, Schwensen
plans to get animals for the classroom and
grow plants in the greenhouse.
She said she has pets at home but would
like to have more.
“I have two fish; O’Steve and Todd.
Someday when I don’t have a landlord, I’ll
have a Great Dane,” Schwensen said.
ERIC SWANSON
By Jessica Conway
Mr. Eric Swanson is the Geometry, Algebra
2 and Applied Math 2 teacher here at SES.
He is one of the assistant football coaches,
and he will be the head boys’ basketball
coach.
Swanson realized he wanted to teach when
he was in high school.
“I was always good at math,” he said, “and
when I was in high school, they were
giving out scholarships for math teachers,
so I decided to become a math teacher.”

Swanson went to Bethel College for two
years, and Emporia State for three years.
After college, he taught at Hill City for one
year and at Lebo for five years.
He chose SES because it is closer to his
family, offers much better pay and allows
him to have fewer preparations since he is
now only teaching three classes, where he
was teaching six at Lebo.
He said that the biggest drawback to the
new job is the adjustment to a new place
and new faces.
“I was fortunate to be able to come to the
school during the summer to get to know it
because there are new rituals to learn and
it is a confusing building,” he said.
This is his seventh year of teaching so it
wasn’t as hard for him to change jobs as it
was to be a first-year teacher.
Swanson’s favorite part about teaching is
when his students come back a few years
later and tell him what a difference he made
in their lives.
In his spare time, Swanson enjoys golf and
playing with his children.  Swanson and
his wife Teri have two kids — Jordan, 4,
and Cooper, 19 months.
He said it is challenging to balance his time
between the classroom, coaching and
family.
“You have got to be very organized or
you’ll go crazy!” Swanson said.
He said that one interesting thing to note
is that he grew up in Clay Center, the same
town as Ms. Pesha Schewnson. She lived
down the street from him, and they went to
the same church.
When asked if it was
true that he was her
babysitter he replied,
“Don’t even go
there. It makes me
feel old!”
Swanson said he is
the type of person
that likes to do
things to make
people ask “why?”
For instance, he wears cowboy boots to
school every day. When asked why, he
said that he used to have a pair of
snakeskin cowboy boots when he was in
high school, and wore them to Lebo one
time. They asked about them, and it sort of
became his ritual.
Swanson said he also carries that
philosophy to the classroom where he
wants students to ask the “why”
questions about math.

“I want to show the
students that there
is nothing to be
scared of in math,”
he said.
BRANDI RICE
By Kelsey Delker
Ms. Brandie Rice is
Southeast of Saline’s
new Agricultural
Education Instructor
and FFA Advisor.  She is one of the 15
female Agricultural teachers in the state of
Kansas.  She teaches Agricultural
Business, Agricultural Science, Intro to
Agriculture, Agricultural Explorations and
Agricultural Mechanics.
When students first found out that the
new Ag. Teacher was a female, they were
surprised, but now they’ve gotten used to
the concept that females can be in
Agriculture too.
In fact, five of six FFA officers are female.
The president is Amanda Preston, the vice
president is Emily Henry, the secretary is
Casey Krager, the treasurer is Kyle
Hawkes, reporter is Abby Staab and
sentinel is Jenna Hackney.
These officers plan and organize FFA
meetings, events, and they participate in
leadership development activities.
Rice has her Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Education from Kansas State
University.
“I chose teaching for a career because of
all the positive role models I had,” she
said.
Her previous job was being the Ag.
Teacher at Neodesha High School, where
she taught one year before moving to
Southeast of Saline.  She chose to move to
Southeast of Saline because she was
excited about the opportunity to start a
new program, and she said we had a good
reputation here.
Rice stated that the school is very student
focused, and everyone is willing to help.
The most overwhelming thing to her is that
everything is new here.
Her goal this year is to develop a
curriculum based on student needs.  She
also wishes to offer a Horticulture class
sometime in the near future.
“Another goal I have is to have the (FFA)
Chapter receive the national chapter award
in May 2002 at the State FFA convention.”
She has also planned an Agricultural Day
for the elementary students.
In her spare time, Rice volunteers for 4-H
and FFA youth activities.

  welcomes five new teachers

Schwensen

Swanson

Rice
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Cryptogram

Homecoming Candidates
C Z L G S K Q K Z N J B K Z R

H T L B P A E B Z J H C Y E Q
A R I R V B O C M N A N N U D
R A W Q I Y L O A R P G X L E
L W B W S A I X B T A C I V Q
Y H O J G Z N N S W P W W E D
B C C O X U A N A I L M H R U
L S A U B Y H S A P S Q A V L
O D J A R K S R N C G N C D H
O I J A M I E G I E R S C H A
M A D T L F Q Y W H I A O F Y
O H K E H D Y U Y Y N N B O T
G C M U O X S A F D V N P L T
R E B U A S E M Y A J C U X E
Q Z M Z Z N N B P I S G O E H

                  ADAM PTACEK          CHAID SCHWARZ    CHARLY BLOOM
                   JACOB WILL                JAMIE GIERSCH          JAYME SAUBER
                 MELISSA WAGNER    RIANNA CRABLE       RYAN BRACK

Greaves clanked against the ground while he
walked
The rapier at his hip made a clank with every
step
The helmet with two horns protruding from
the top squeaked when his head turned
Full-scale armor clanked and screeched
from within against the Ringmail with every
step
It seemed that there were no eyes behind the
helmet he wore as a mask that covered his
entire head
A shudder of coldness went down my spine
as he walked by
It seemed as if he were not living nor dead
The smell of sweat came from within the
armor
The sweat of fear.

              Knight

Editor’s note:  This poem was one of four selections
published this summer  in Young Kansas Writers, a
publication of the Kansas Association of Teachers of
English.  See the story on page 7 of this issue.

Circle the letters of the words indi-
cated above.  Some letters may be
shared once or more than once.  The
words may be listed vertically, hori-
zontally, or diagonally.

The cryptogram is a puzzle where a number equals a letter.  For
example, since D=17, it will be 17 throughout the puzzle.  If you
think F = 12, every blank represented by 12 will be an F.

By Alex Mutschler

CrCrCrCrCreative Coreative Coreative Coreative Coreative Cornernernernerner
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By Tammi Verhoeff
Southeast of Saline has advanced one step further into the

technology age, offering two new technology-related classes this
year – Electronic Music and Broadcasting.

Electronic Music
Mr. Bill Tuzicka teaches the electronic music class.
“The purpose of this course is to expose students to the

knowledge and skills fundamental to audio engineering,” he said.
The class requires a lot of new equipment including a new

software program, microphones and a lot of instruction manuals.
“Students will learn, through application on current digital

recording equipment, the techniques of sound recording, editing
and publishing, and they will explore career paths associated with
theses skills with an emphasis on communication-based profes-
sions,” he said.

The course is designed to help students explore and identify
key aspects of the modern recording industry and its impact on
daily life.  In the end, students will be required to make high quality
sound recording on CD-ROM with accompanying appropriate CD
case covers.

“We hope to be able to record concerts and do live on-loca-
tion recordings.  Eventually we hope to work alongside the Broad-
cast Productions class,” Tuzicka said.

He said that students work first hand on the new equipment,
learning as they go.

“I hope to learn the Pro-Tools program, so that one day I will
be able to record, edit and produce my own music,” student Zach
Vernon said.

Students in the class include Alden Alexander, Evan Diaz,
Zach Vernon, Andy Breer, Casey Krager, Stephanie Blacketer, Tera
Nisbeth and Meho Kato.

The money for the initial equipment was provided from the
school’s general fund, but Tuzicka hopes the class will be consid-
ered a vocational class so they can receive a grant for more equip-
ment.

“This class is constantly under construction,” Tuzicka said.

Broadcast Productions
Though Broadcast Productions class was new last year, it’s

still under construction also.  Last year two students, Brandon Pourier
and Toby Nosker, were the only two students in the class.  The
number has grown to six.

Previously the class was trial and error, Nosker said. He and
Pourier broadcast a few games over the internet and worked side by
side with Mr. Neal Heidel, Southeast’s computer consultant.

Nosker, who has returned to the class, is joined by Chad Leister,
Mitch Vogel, Jathan Show, Tammi Verhoeff, Wako Sakoda and Chris
McMan.

“We plan on broadcasting most of the games over the internet,
plus doing interviews and programs for the students to be aired on
the TV’s in the commons area.

The students do a lot of the work by themselves.
“It’s a learning experience,” said Mr. Tom Williams, the teacher

for the class.
The students have been brainstorming and to generate per-

sonal objectives.
“My main goal in this class is to gain knowledge on how to

use technical equipment,” Leister said.
One of the class’s goals this year is to add televisions to the

cafeteria so they can broadcast games over the televisions during
lunch.

“I hope the students will develop skills in doing live broad-
cast that enables them to enter into college or the work force with
entry level skills.,” Williams said.

Southeast of Saline offers new vo-tech classes

Toby Nosker records the volleyball game, while Jathan Show
broadcasts the game. Both participate in the Broadcast
Productions class. (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)

Meho Kato and Casey Krager work on the new equipment for
the Electronic Music class.  (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)
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By Jessica Conway
An improving cross country team will next com-

pete at Ellsworth Oct. 3.  The Junior Varsity Girls race
will begin at 4:30 and will be followed by the Junior Var-
sity Boys race.

Southeast competed at Lyons last week.
The top runner for the girls was Jami Brown with a

two-mile time of 13.57 and the top runner for the boys
was Tucker Weese, who finished the 3.1 miles in 16.56.
No team results were available for this meet.

The best time for the girls on Sept. 13 the previous
week at Clay Center was Jayme Sauber with 14.53. Weese
was the top SES runner for the boys with a time of 18.30.

“The team is doing better and has shown steady
improvement,” said Charlotte Guthrie one of the Girls
Cross Country team.

Coach Wayne Sager agreed.
“I think the majority of our runners, are working

very hard and seeing lots of improvement,” he said. “One
of my main goals is to improve throughout the year, and
I think we are reaching that goal.

Team members are Ashely Mueller, Jayme Sauber,
Jami Brown, Brittany Messersmith, Charlotte Guthrie and
Danielle Weese.

On the boys cross country team are Jacob Will,
Mitch Barnes, Mitchel Pounds, Tucker Weese, Andy Breer,
Jay Bartlett, Ian Hughes and Adam Spaeny.

To add to team cohesiveness, Cross Country team
members are decorating shorts, having weekly pasta par-
ties, secret pal prayers, and lots of practice keeping old
traditions going.

By Jessica Conway
Five baseball players from Southeast

of Saline - Adam Ptacek, Kerry Kolzow, Jus-
tin Hartman, Chad Leister and Jordan
Dupes - have made the 3-A All State Team.

“It is an honor for them and the
school,” Coach Dee Kolzow said. “We had
some other people that were good players,
but their positions had people from other

schools. The people that made the All-State
team earned it.”

Third baseman Adam Ptacek and
first baseman Kerry Kolzow made first team.

Pitcher Justin Hartman, catcher Jor-
dan Dupes and outfielder Chad Leister
made the second team.

Coaches selected the players in May
of 2000-2001.

By Jessica Conway
Five softball players from SES made the

NCAA all-league team-Charly Bloom, Emily
Eilders, Jamie Giersch, Laura Reed and Lindsey
Shirack. Alicia Pavkov also received honorable
mention. Bloom received recognition at pitcher,
Eilders at catcher, Giersch at second, Reed in out-
field, Shirack as designated hitter, and Pavkov at
first. They were chosen in May of 2000-2001 by
all league coaches.

Bloom Eilders Giersch

Reed Shirack Pavkov Ptacek Kolzow Hartman DupesLeister

Six make all-league softball team

Cross country team
strives for improvement.

SES baseball players make All-State

Cross country runner Ian Hughes competes at Southeast of Saline.  Hughes
has repeatedly run as the second or third Southeast runner on the men’s
varsity team. (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)
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 Varsity Score Box
Football

Smoky Valley 13-14
Marion 20-21
Belleville 33-27

Minneapolis 7-21

Volleyball
Smoky Valley          8-15, 15-9,
                                         12-15
Russell                     5-15, 12-15

          3-15, 8-15
Lincoln        10-15, 15-5,
                                         19-17
Salina South         8-15, 10-15
Dodge City           9-15, 4-15
Smoky Valley           4-15, 5-15
Beloit                       11-15, 9-15
                   11-15, 15-13, 10-15

Cross Country
(Boys)

Abilene 4th
Hesston 10th
Clay Center 8th
SES Invitational 9th

(Girls)
Abilene 4th
Hesston 14th
Clay Center 7th
SES Invitational 9th

Football players Andrew Gies, Nate
Gilbert and Chris Rogge get their
candles lit by cheerleader, Jamie Wilcox,
to remember those lost in the terrorist
attacks. (Photo by Christian Guthrie)

Tucker Weese, Vernon Cathey and Jason
Brady are the SES “Pep Guys.” (Photos
by Christian Guthrie)

By Alex Mutschler
A 28-0 beating crushed the spirits

of the Southeast of Saline football team
as they walked away in defeat against
Minneapolis.  But the team hopes to rise
again as they take on the Russell Broncos
tonight.

“We just weren’t focused enough
for the game but we will be focused to-
night,” said Coach Pat Haxton  “Minne-
apolis is a speed team, Russell is a power
team, and we do our best against power.

You can’t really compare the two.”
Southeast of Saline opened the sea-

son with two heart breakers against
Smoky valley 14-13 and Marion 7-6.  Then
Southeast of Saline delivered a crushing
36-0 blow against Belleville, but then got
it back in the game against Minneapolis
28-0.

The Southeast of Saline football
team’s record is 1-3 going into tonight’s
game.

Trojans continue to improve despite losses

Football team hopes for victory tonight

Freshman April Ptacek prepares to serve
the ball against Russell.  (Photo by Tammi
Verohoeff)

By Sarah Maine
Miss Pesha Schwensen, the new

Southeast head volleyball coach, is still very
hopeful, in spite of the
varsity’s official 2-8
record.

“I am very confi-
dent going into this
game (Beloit).  The girls
had two weeks to prac-
tice since their last game
and have decided to
start the season over
with a 0-0 record,”
Schwensen said before the Beloit game Tues-
day.

The Trojans lost both of Tuesday’s
matches, but they came close.  Beloit beat
Southeast 15-11, 15-9 and 15-11, 13-15, 15-
10.

Schwensen said she felt the girls
played well.

“Emily Eilders, junior, and Laura Reed,
junior, had a great night.  They played smart
and hit the ball hard,” Schwensen said.

The Trojans’ two wins came against
Russell in league play and against Lincoln in
the Salina South Quad.

Saturday, the Southeast of Saline Var-
sity team will go to the Concordia Invitational
Tournament.  Games are set to begin at 8:00
a.m.  The tournament will be pool play into
bracket play.

Schwensen said that the junior varsity
squad and the freshmen are doing well.  The
junior varsity is 7-7.   The freshmen team
record is 6-3.

“The girls have been working very
hard.  We have tried some new hitting drills
and they have done very well,” Schwensen
said.

Schwensen said she is confident that
with teamwork and good effort Southeast’s
volleyball will continue to improve.
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“There is no change so far on the
trip.  We will go as scheduled, though I do
understand the hesitation on the part of
the parents,” choir director Mr. Bill Tuzicka
said.

The choir plans to visit the Wash-
ington Monument, the Smithsonian, and
other historical places in and around the
D.C. area.

“Total security in the D.C. area is
going to be much more substantial than in
the past,” Tuzicka said.  “Metal detectors,
random searches and bag searches will be
something I expect to see.”

But that won’t be enough for
Tuzicka.

ognition Ceremony both teams learned that
they had earned gold medals.  Three spon-
sors -- Mrs. Juanelle Garretson, Susan Wil-
son and Kay Erdner — traveled with them.

Ashley Mueller ran for national officer
from Central Region but did not win the of-
fice.

“She gave an excellent speech,” Ad-

“No matter how good the security
is, I’m going to be critical until I’m sure
everything is going to be o.k.,” Tuzicka
said.

Tuzicka has no problem canceling
the trip immediately, even though the
money has been raised and the transpor-
tation has been arranged, if something else
goes wrong in that area.

“At this point, it’s important to try
and go on through with our plans.  We
shouldn’t have to succumb to this intimi-
dation from terrorists, but (conversely, if
danger increases in the area) we shouldn’t
be foolhardy and plunge in without being
very cautious,” Tuzicka said.

Choir still bound for D.C.
(Continued from page 1)

FCCLA parlaw teams bring home gold

Charly Bloom, Melissa Hillyard, Angela Wilson and Emily Hawkes enjoy a parlaw practice period.  Their senior parliamentary
procedure team earned a gold medal at national competition at  Anaheim this summer.  Jayme Sauber and Lindsey Shirack are not
pictured.  (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Juanelle Garretson)

By Genell Heimer
Both FCCLA Parlaw’s teams brought

home gold medals after competing in Cali-
fornia for nationals this summer.

It was the fifth consecutive year that
Southeast had earned an opportunity to
compete at nationals.  The FCCLA has com-
peted at nationals for seven years, earning
gold in 1993, 1994, 1997, 1999, 2000 and 2001
and silver in 1998.

The Senior Parlaw team members were
Emily Hawkes, Melissa Hillyard, Jayme
Sauber, Lindsey Shirack, Charly Bloom and
Angela Wilson.  They earned an average
score of 96 out of 100.

The Jr. Parlaw team members were
Chelsie Unruh, Kelsey Lynn, Alyssa Pengra,
Jamie Wilcox, Sarah Erdner, Chesna
Koepplin and Ashley Unruh.  They earned
an average score of 94 out of 100.

The group left on Friday, July 6, for
the 2001 FCCLA National Leadership Meet-
ing. They flew from Kansas City to Ana-
heim, California.  After a weekend full of fun
visiting Mann’s Chinese Theater, the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame, Beverly Hills, lunch at
the Farmer’s Market and shopping on Ro-
deo Drive,  both Parlaw teams competed on
Monday.

The two teams did not compete
against each other because there are sepa-
rate divisions for junior and senior teams.

Wednesday at the STAR Event Rec-

visor Juanelle Garretson said, “and did a won-
derful job at representing SES and our state.”

 Mueller is now on the Kansas Execu-
tive Council as VP of Membership.

Jayme Sauber also represented SES as
the Kansas State FCCLA President.  She led
several state meetings for over 225 delegates
while at the convention.


