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By Tammi Verhoeff
As in all great western musicals, the hero comes back for the

final number, and Diamond Studs is no different.
“This will be the third time we have done this play,” director

Mr. Bill Tuzicka said.
Though it’s the third time

for performing, the biggest dif-
ference from the play in 2001, in-
stead of 1988 and 1995, is the
technology.

“This year I’m going to
buy additional wireless micro-
phones for some of the cast,”
Tuzicka said.

Diamond Studs will debut
Nov. 9 and continue Nov. 10.

Tickets went on sale Oc-
tober 19.  The tickets range from
$3-4, depending on where you
sit.

“The play is going ex-
tremely well.  The cast is won-
derful and has been working
hard.  It’s been a lot of fun,” said
Mrs. Susan Tuzicka who co-di-
rects with her husband.

A minor setback that oc-
curred last week was Travis
Bowles, who played one of the
leads, moved from the school
district.

Tuzicka said Broc Tanner would replace Bowles.
“It’s always difficult to replace a speaking part,” Tuzicka said,

“but Broc will do just fine.  He’ll have to learn the lines quickly and
catch up, but I’m confident he’ll be ready by show time.”

Tuzicka said there are always minor setbacks and it’s always
time-consuming to get a show ready to go.  That’s part of the reason
he chooses to recycle the old shows and  parts of the old sets.

“Most of the set is recycled from years past. (However) one
change I’m making this year is, I’m having a three-level set.  It has to
be strong enough to fit the entire chorus on,” said Tuzicka.

“Diamond Studs” is a rough outline of the life of Jesse James.
It was adapted for the stage by Bland Simpson and Jim Wann.

The plot follows.
As the dust settles over the western plains, saloons appear

and dancers come alive, flirting with the lonely cowboys.  A train
runs past, wheels churning, the whistle blowing, welcoming Jesse
James  and his gang to the stage.

The story loosely follows the actual life of Jesse James.  Yes,
his father was hung from a tree
by Union soldiers.  His mother
Zerelda (Angela Wilson), is a
self-righteous protector of her
family who sends Jesse (Adam
Stephenson) off to kill Yankees
at age sixteen.

Even after Lee surrenders,
Jesse continues his raids, rob-
bing trains and holding up
banks with the aid of his brother
Frank (Mitcher Barnes) and his
cousins Cole (Jason Korbelik),
Jim (Logan Henry) and Bob
Younger (Kyle Hawkes).  Jesse
eludes the law for 20 years but
is finally betrayed by one of his
gang members.

The show is full of rip-
roaring country-western style
music that will have the whole
audience tapping their feet to
the beat.

The cast this year in-
cludes the following leads:
Adam Stephenson, Joe
Sparacino, Broc Tanner, An-

drew Breer, Nick Ryan, Angela Wilson, Jason Korbelik, Logan Henry,
Kyle Hawkes, Ben Ryan, Shai Elliott, Mitcher Barnes, Rachael Flax
and Evan Diaz.

Townspeople include Jennifer Roe, Emily Henry, Amber Earles,
Kelsey Delker, Jami Brown, Kelsey Lynn, Justin Davis, Nick Ryan,
Jason Mann, Nicole Koffman, Chelsie Unruh, Jamie Wilcox, Emily
Hawkes, Jayme Sauber, Amanda Zieglar, Tammi Verhoeff, Tamre
Roush, Ashley Unruh, Genell Heimer, Kristina Kruse, Nate Gilbert,
Andrew Gilbert and Charly Bloom.

Besides preparing for the musical, the vocal department is
working on this summer’s trip to Washington D.C.  They are learn-
ing new music that they’ll sing in D.C. and selling fruit to raise
money.

Jesse James rides again at Southeast

Mitcher Barnes (Frank), Jason Korbelik (Cole), Logan Henry
(Jim), Joe Sparacino (Pappy), Angela Wilson (Zerelda) and Adam
Stephenson (Jesse James) practice for “Diamond Studs.”  They
will perform November 9 and 10. (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)
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“Abolish speed limits.
Everybody can drive at
their own pace.”
-Jayme Sauber, sr.

By Tammi Verhoeff
Overworked, underpaid and criticized

for all your effort.
Who would continue working hard

under these conditions?
The answer?  The Southeast of Saline

Sparklers.
In place of smiles they get frowns. In-

stead of funding, they get up at 6:30 a.m. to
work booths.

Instead of praise they get complaints.
Recently, an incident occurred where

they received complaints about a routine that
they had performed.

The routine involved an outfit change
in which they removed shirts that they had
worked hard to make.  The shirts had Velcro
on the back and were easily removed.

Other aerial tricks they performed in-
cluded stunts and a couple of “seductive”
moves.

The dance was lengthier than most
routines performed, and it had a lot of fast
action moves that the girls pulled off rather
well. They were together, precise and confi-
dent.

But some thought their performance
looked too “professional” — like striptease
artists or prostitutes.

However, their routine was mild com-
pared to what one would see on MTV or on
other dance teams, or even at a school dance.

Our dance team has a lot of taste.  Our
uniforms show more cloth than skin, the girls
don’t “shake it” constantly and they per-
form well thought out, precise movements
to tasteful music.

They work hard in practice.   They run,
they jump and they sweat. When they finish
practice, they smell and they’re tired.  The
reason they’re all in great shape is because
they work hard.

They are expected to learn dances,
have them memorized, polished and ready
to perform.  And not just one dance at a
time, but two or three!

For these hardworking athletes, com-
pliments would be more appropriate than
criticism.

The behavioral censors need to get
with the times and understand that things
do change; we can’t live in the past.

“All women would look like
Carmen Electra.”
-Rusty Plymell, jr.

“I would hire Scott Thirkell
as my bodyguard and Kurt
Krehibiel as principal.”
-Alex Harbin, sr.

“I could eat Poptarts after
lunch every day and not get
fat.”
-Melissa Wagner, sr.

Sparklers shine under adversity

If you could rule the world for one day,
what major change would you make?
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By Kelsey Delker and Tammi Verhoeff
Way way back when dinosaurs ruled

the earth, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Baird and Mr.
Noonan still had hair and Mrs. Monette
Johnson still had kids in school, there were
students who could envision a better world.
In a series of Trojournal col-
umns written by Mrs.
Johnson’s daughter Becca
and her friend Katie Olsen,
the two inked plans to de-
feat the dinosaurs, make
Lake Wassy a nude beach
and rule the world.  But that’s
ancient history, and now it’s
our turn to rule the world.

If we ruled the world:
· Cheeto-s wouldn’t make your

hands orange.
· All the clocks in the school would

be on the same time especially when you’re
almost late to madrigals or jazz band.

· All girls would smell like Tommy
Girl perfume, and all guys would smell like
Tommy cologne.  Then no one would stink.

· Radios would always play good,
commercial-free music.

· Stupid commercials on TV would
be banned and burned in a big bon-fire
where people could roast marshmallows.

· Boy bands and Britney Spears
would be banned, and all the world’s music
would be punk rock.

· Bunny Slippers would be consid-
ered sexy.

· The friends on “Friends” would get
new friends.

· Every locker would have a built-in
refrigerator, microwave and couch. (This

means enlarging the lockers.)
· All lawns would be made of astro-

turf so they would never have to be mowed.
· There would be no dirt roads or

bugs to make your car dirty.
· Fat people wouldn’t wear tight

clothes.
· Desk chairs

would be cushioned.
· Cow tipping

would be considered a
sport.

· Oreo’s wouldn’t
make your teeth turn black.

· The public
speaking unit in Mr.

Wagner’s English 10 class wouldn’t be re-
quired.

· Waxing, shaving and plucking
would only have to be done once.

· Skinny people would have a chance
to be fat for a day and fat people would have
a chance to be skinny for a day to see that
neither have the better deal.

· Salina’s mall would be equipped
with Old Navy, American Eagle, Hot Topic,
Pacific Sunwear, Journey’s, Abercrombie
and Fitch and Aeropostale.

· Teachers would come with a remote
control equipped with a ‘mute’ button.

· The day would consist of at least
30 hours to allow another six hours of sleep.

· All the school carpet would be or-
ange 60s shag.

· Computers would never lock up.
· There would be not only water

drinking fountains, but also pop dispensing
drinking fountains.

· Osama bin Laden would have been

born with a beeping tracker device so he’d
be easy to find.

· No matter where you are, cell
phones would always be loud and clear (with
no roaming charges.)

· Chocolate would be a staple food.
· Everyone would own a goat.
· The secret behind what really goes

on at McDee’s would remain a secret.
· PDA would be a computer pro-

gram.
· Not flushing the toilet would be

grounds for an immediate swirly.
· Instead of “tea time” “Easy Mac

and Ramon noodle time.”
· Britney Spears would hang by her

pigtails off of the Eiffel Tower.
· Snow would be considered a na-

tional catastrophe.
· Socializing would be considered a

class.
· One day out of the year men would

be required to wear heels and a bra.
· Flies will be burned with the bad

commercials bon fire.
· Every locker would have air fresh-

eners.
· Mr. Anderson would own his own

clothing line featuring his sweaters.
· Green M&M’s would work.
· Everyone would have their own

stash of Cheez-its.
· The driving age will be lowered to

nine.
Ok, the power of ruling the world is

really getting to us (and we’re running out
of paper space) so check for more stories by
Tammi and Kelsey in future issues of The
Trojournal.

By Tammi Verhoeff
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness.”
Southeast of Saline has a reputation

for being a high class, modish and attractive
school.  We are an example to most schools;
we have fairly new facilities, up-to-date tech-
nology and AIR CONDITIONING!

So, what are we trying to do?  Are we
purposely trying to tear up our school, ruin
our reputation and lose any privileges we
might have or gain in the future?

For example, Southeast of Saline prob-
ably used to have the cleanest bathrooms in
any public high school ... until recently.
Words have now become scratched on the

walls, and though there’s not much that’s
profane, it still looks tacky.

What’s more, it’s not the first graffiti;
the bathrooms just had a new paint job.

Do people not remember the last time
there was vandalism here?  The senior lounge
is a prime example of how school authorities
will react to vandalism.  When the lounge
walls were repeatedly bashed in, they lim-
ited privileges and put in steel lockers where
the wall used to be.

They also took away the stereo and
the benches from graffiti that students
placed on it.

They can and will limit bathroom privi-

leges, too.  For example, they could have
sign in’s for the bathroom so they can pin-
point who has been in and out of there.  They
could remove all stall doors.  Some schools
have even removed the exterior bathroom
doors under similar circumstances.

However, we shouldn’t change our
behavior just because we anticipate nega-
tive consequences.

We should have more respect for our
school.  We should be mature enough to
keep our school clean.

If some want to write on something,
there is plenty of paper in this school that
students can use.

If Kelsey and Tammi could rule the world.....

Southeast’s bathrooms taint school image
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By Jessica Conway
Carol Clark, SES lunchroom manager for
24 years, retired this month.
Her retirement
party was Sept.
27, 2001, and her
last day at SES
was Oct. 15,
2001.
She served ice
cream to each
student on her
last day, greeting
students as they
moved through
the lunch line in
her typical motherly way.
Clark has been described not only as a
good worker, but a good friend.
Some knew her as mom.
She was a stickler for the rules, always
trying to make sure each student had a
healthy lunch. She did bend the rules a
little, sometimes, to give us a special
treat as she did on her last day at work.
Mrs. Margaret Anderes and Clark’s
replacement, Mrs. Susan Wilson, said
Clark was known, not only as a mom, but

Clark retires after 24 years
also as a fun-loving boss.
“She was unique. For example, she
always wore surgical hairnets. She was
never afraid to be different,” said co-
worker Anderes.
Wilson agreed.
“After all the years that Carol worked
here, she finally revealed her talent for
dancing at her retirement party,” Wilson
said. “If you see her, be sure and ask her
about the ‘Uniform Dance.’”
Wilson said that Clark was always very
enthusiastic and involved in school
activities.
“Anybody that was involved in school
knew Carol. She did a lot of volunteer
work in the evenings,” Wilson said.
She said she was a very enthusiastic
lunchroom manager and loved her job.
“She had a way of making sure we knew
our job was important, and it was always
a positive environment,” Wilson said.
The cooks said they’ll miss Clark.
“When someone has been here that long,
it will definitely be different without her.
We had nothing but respect for all the
many things she taught us and the
quality lunch program that she
developed over the years,” Wilson said.

by Alex Mutschler
Funny, outgoing, jovial, ornery,
troublemaker.  These are words that
teachers and students use to describe
Jason Zeller.  But
probably no one
used the term
computer nerd.
Being a computer
whiz doesn’t seem
to fit at all with the
rest of his
personality, but
Zeller is a computer
tech.  He builds
systems and repairs
just about any
hardware or software problem that comes
along.  He will bid jobs for building
systems or charge $8 an hour for any other
work.
Zeller said he loves his job as a computer

technician and builder.
“I have learned everything I know about
computers through trial and error,” he said.
That’s changing now.  Zeller is taking
advanced computer applications and an
independent study to get his A+
certification to make his business official.
This certification will prove to Zeller’s
customers that he has met all the
requirements necessary to be a certified
computer technician. Zeller is the first
person here at SES to take the
independent study for his A+
certification.
Zeller hasn’t turned down a computer
job yet.
“I like challenges,” he said.  “I’m now

working on a computer that was taken over
by a hard-hitting virus.  I am still currently
working it.  The only reason I would turn
down a computer job would be time.  I am
short on time at this point in the year.”

When he gets a new computer in, Zeller
works day and night if he has to, to figure
out the problem, but when he’s really
stumped, he replicates the problem on his
own computer.  His job is not a day-to-day
job.  Computer problems come and go,
many at once or none at all.
Zeller said his business isn’t just for
money. He said he also uses his job as a
stress reliever and that his homework,
social life and business go hand in hand.
“All go hand in hand; money from jobs
pays for education and social life
functions,” he said.
Zeller’s business also involves his family.
“The ‘Family computer’ is my computer.
My parents have bought me two
computers in the last six years.”
He said he hasn’t caused any problems
with the family computer that he hasn’t
been able to fix.  Even if he did, he thinks
his parents would understand.
“My parents are willing to help me with
money, because I am dedicated to my
education in this field of study.”

By Genell Heimer
Big Brothers/Big Sisters and their

littles went to the Salina Fall Festival Haunted
House at Kansas Wesleyan University on
Oct. 26.

The proceeds from the haunted house
went to the Red Cross.

“We had a great time at the haunted
house and I was very proud of the high
school students’ behavior. (I was especially
proud of Chaid Schwarz) because he was
brave not scared to go into the haunted
house,”  sponsor Mrs. Judy White com-
mented.

Participants included Jordon Dupes,
Melissa Hillyard, Tom Komp, Meranda
McMillan, Roy Riffel, Jacob Seim, Lindsey
Shirack, Troy Terry, Laura Reed, Ashley
Mueller, Melissa Wagner, Chaid Schwarz,
Ryan Brack, Riana Crable, Jeremy Will, Jes-
sica Geelen, Alicia Pavkov, Janell Schmidt,
Stephanie Tinkler, Jamie Giersch, Jamie
Hitchcock, Chelsi Hemphill, Zach Mayer,
Josh Tucker, Sadie Roesner, Bria Sweany, Da-
kota Reese, Shelbey Edwards, Rose Laflen,
Taylor Gilbert, Morgan Fritz, Joel Platter,
Marshall Kohman, Ali Peterson, Michael
Swanson, Kolby Baltahzar, Katlin Conley,
Kaley Rodriguez, Jeff Platter, Taylor Hemphill,
Audrey Kroy and Audrey Knox.

Big brothers/Big Sisters
take littles to Wesleyan

Computer tech creates business

         Zeller

Clark
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Scholars go undefeated
in pool play in first meet

By Sarah Maine
Mr. Don Wagner and five Southeast of Saline
students; Shai Elliot, Rachael Flax, Genell
Heimer, Sarah Maine and Tammi Verhoeff,
attended the Second Annual Prairie Winds
Writer’s Camp, October 17-20, 2001 at Rock
Springs Ranch, near Junction City.
The object of the camp was to allow student
writers to be in an atmosphere that inspires
writing.
“This is an ideal and inspirational setting that
gives student writers an opportunity to grow,
write and prosper,” said Wagner.
The group left Wednesday evening and arrived
at Rock Springs at about 7:00pm.  They chose
their rooms and sat around a fireplace to get to
know the eight other campers and two other
adults that attended the camp.
Thursday and Friday were spent writing, eating
and exploring.  After breakfast each morning,
the groups split up with the two writers;
Wagner and Jim McCrary.  McCrary worked
with poets and Wagner with prose writers.
Later in the morning on Friday, there were
cinnamon rolls and juice.  Then came free time
until lunch.  There were several things to do,
including the ‘assignments’ given by the
writers.  They could also explore the
campgrounds, feed the horses, or play
basketball.  After lunch, the groups met again
to discuss writings and read other’s writings as

well.
“I wanted kids to write from the heart.  In
these kind of situations, there isn’t much time
to develop the piece, so I try to give
assignments that would foster a sense of
immediacy.  The pieces of writings the kids
shared were strong, emotional, and deep; many
of them were excellent writings,” Wagner said
After supper on Thursday, Priscilla Howe, a
storyteller, came and told a few stories and
played a few games with the kids in front of a
bonfire.  After Howe left, a few of the campers
stayed to listen to Wagner play the guitar and
to sing along, too.
On Friday, everyone, including the sponsors,
shared writings.  Then it was off to another
bonfire, this time with marshmallows.  More
guitar-playing and singing accompanied the
coyotes’ howls.  The last group retired to bed
at about 12:00 AM.
“I hated to leave.  The thing I liked least about
the workshop was having to say goodbye to all
my new friends,” Heimer said.
On Saturday morning, all awoke, packed their
stuff, and headed to one last meal with their
newfound friends.
“The worst part about the whole camp was
having to say goodbye; to our new friends, to
our lack of schedule and to the environment we
had I had come to love so much,” said Sarah
Maine.

Writers retreat to Rock Springs

By Genell Heimer
FCCLA members traveled to

McPherson High School for the Fall
Leadership Conference on Oct. 25.

The seminar promoted how to prac-
tice good leadership skills and how to be
an effective person in the work force.

Ashley Mueller (Kansas Executive
Council VP of Membership) and Jayme
Sauber (State President) were the repre-
sentatives from SES.  They helped with
the introduction and closing ceremonies.
They also taught smaller separate semi-
nars throughout the day.

The theme this year was “The
Olympics.” Throughout the conference
speakers used the initials FCCLA to pro-
mote growth, understanding, leadership
and patriotism for the olympic year.

By Jessica Conway
With the help of Teens Reaching Ultimate

Success Together (TRUST) members, the Alco-
hol Drug Awareness Prevention Team (ADAPT)
let their message be heard: Keep kids drug free.

Principal Monte Couchman, Officer Scott
Thirkell, Officer Brent Melander, Secretary Rita
Johnson and office aids, helped with Red Ribbon
Week. The theme was Plant the Promise

On Oct. 23, ADAPT performed a seatbelt
safety check at the school entrance. They gave

Smarties to drivers and passengers who wore their
seat belts and “suckers” to those who chose not to
wear their seatbelts.

 They handed out “Red Ribbon Kansas
Drug-free Campaign” buttons during first hour and
held daily drawings for prizes for those who wore
the buttons.

The students were also encouraged to put
their names on red paper tulips to pledge that
they would remain drug-free.  The tulips were hung
on the wall in the hallways.

The TRUST group, along with the fourth
graders, also tied red ribbons to the antennas of
cars.

Oct. 24 was wear red day. Teens as Teach-
ers attended a Tobacco Use Prevention’ work-
shop.

 Thursday night at the game, a helicopter
that brought in the game ball.  Before the game
started, VIP’s played a mock football game before
hand with a red football that had been painted by
Mr. Kurt Krehbiel.

Oct. 26 there was no school for students,
but the teachers were welcomed to bring and share
red food in the lounge.

Oct. 29 there was a continuance of button
drawings and more lucky winners.

  Oct. 30 the TRUST members along with
sixth graders, planted red tulips.

Red Ribbon Week ends today.

On Thursday, the helicopter brought the
game ball in on the 50-yard line for the
last game of the season.
(Photo by Jessica Conway)

By Genell Heimer
SES Scholar’s Bowl’s first meet

kicked off at Beloit last Tuesday, Oct.
23.

  Alex Harbin, Lindsay Shirack, Jay
Knopf, Amber Earles and Scott Sauber
participated in this meet.  They were un-
defeated in pool play and suffered their
only loss in the first round of finals to
Concordia.

“I was very pleased with our first
performance, especially considering we
had two underclassmen (Earles, sopho-
more and Sauber, freshman) on the team,”
Scholars’ Bowl Coach Mr. Bob Sauber
said.

Sauber, Mueller speak
at FCCLA conference

The Southeast of Saline FFA chap-
ter headed off to Louisville, Ky. for the
national convention on Oct. 23-27.

Kyle Hawkes, Emily Henry, Amanda
Preston, Jessica Trow, Jenna Hackney,
Samantha Abker and Abby Staab were
the participants.

“We traveled with the Washington
FFA chapter,” said coordinator Mrs.
Brandi Rice.

The trip to Kentucky took 12 hours
in a van.

FFA goes to Kentucky
By Tammi Verhoeff

Red Ribbon week flies by
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By Kelsey Delker
Neither of them believes in ghosts, but
they can’t explain the phenomena that
they’ve seen as
night custodians
at Southeast of
Saline.  Josh
Massey and
Gaylene Pauley
have both “seen
and heard
things” while
working late at
night in near
darkness.
“I don’t believe in ghosts,” Pauley said,
“but it certainly felt like there was
something watching me sometimes.”
Pauley used to work the night custodian
shift, until she switched to the day shift
a couple of years ago.
Pauley has had several experiences,

By Genell Heimer
“I don’t think vacuum cleaners wear
white tennis shoes,” I said.
Tammi looked back, jumped and said, “
I know I saw something move in the
closet!”
We didn’t start in the theater looking in
the closet at the vacuum cleaner
wearing white tennis shoes, but in the
junior high bathroom; stall 4, looking for
ghosts.
Friday night, October 13, the journalism
class went ghost hunting at the school
from 10:00p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
We wanted to check out the places
where we had heard rumors of ghosts –
the junior high girls’ bathroom, the
theater, Mrs. Kolzow’s room, the
elevator and the shop hallway.
First, we checked the junior high girls’
bathroom.  It is rumored that an Indian
girl ghost resides in the fourth stall.
Finding nothing there, we moved to the
theater where students had reported
hearing voices.  Over 15 years ago,
Trojournal writer Susan Kincaid had
reported students having heard a chorus

of voices in the theater late one night.
Finding nothing we moved on.
We moved on to Mrs. Kolzow’s room
where custodians had seen unexplained
lights and students had rumored that a
little girl was heard crying in the night.
We explored the shop hallway where
custodians feel a presence and hear
doors clicking when they know no one
else in is the building, and where they
hear the elevator coming up without
anyone being near it.
Finally, we split into two groups (group
1 – Tammi Verhoeff, Kelsey Delker, me
and my cousin, Michelle; group 2 – Mr.
McClure, Alex Mutschler, Jessica
Conway and Jessica’s cousin’s
boyfriend James Sidel), and explored
the building.

while working the night shift, with what
she’s thought, is a ghost at Southeast.
“Once, when I was walking past Mrs.
Kolzow’s room in the elementary, I saw
a white flash in the corner of my eye.  I
turned around and nothing was there,
but I know I saw something,” Pauley
said.
She has also had an experience where
she was cleaning a classroom.  She
turned the light off when she was
finished, then left the classroom, but
when she walked by the classroom
again a little later that night, the light in
the room was back on.
“At first I didn’t know who turned the
light on, but I figured it was just Kenny
Leander (another custodian).  I asked
him about it but he denies it, and he still
denies it today.  I still blame Kenny, but
who knows?”  Pauley commented.
Pauley doesn’t have that many really

supernatural experiences, but she does
claim that she has had the feeling of
being watched when she’s working the
night custodial shift.
Pauley mentioned that Massey, another
night custodian, had some experiences
at Southeast as well.
She turned out to be right.
“One night when I was getting ready to
lock up the school, I was walking with
another person and past the elevator.
All of a sudden the elevator door came
open, and I know there wasn’t anyone
else in the building with us,” Massey
said.  “I had to go look downstairs and
around the school to see if anyone else
actually was there, but there turned out
to be nobody.”
Massey, along with Pauley, also gets the
feeling of being watched.
“I don’t believe in ghosts, but
sometimes there are things that go on
that you can’t explain at Southeast of
Saline,” Massey said.

Neither group saw nor heard anything
out of the ordinary.
There were no ghosts… though there
were a few tense moments like when
Tammi, Kelsey and I thought we saw an
Indian girl hanging, with a papoose on
her back in the library. It turned out to
be a projector.
Another tense moment was when we
were going upstairs to the balcony in
the theatre, and Mr. McClure played a
few notes on the piano. Tammi
screamed and flung her empty pop can
down the stairs into a pile of junk.
Tense moments aside, we saw no real
ghosts, but just people who were scary.
This was the first ghost hunt since
1987.  That time a glass bottle was
thrown through a window in the echo
hall by someone who’d been caught
trying to scare the student reporters.
This time the worst thing that happened
was seeing a vacuum cleaner wearing
white tennis shoes.  And that turned out
not to be a ghost either – just Mr.
McClure standing in the closet waiting
for Tammi to cease her panic attack.

Late night janitors experience strange phenomena

Ghost hunt proves to be a scream
Commentary
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By Marcia Fetter, staff writer, 1986
The lone janitor peers into utter darkness, hearing every creak in the empty
building.  As he opens a door, the vacuum created in the hall causes another
door down the hall to close.  A chill runs down his spine and the hair raises
on the back of his neck.  He feels someone else might be present, but he
reasons with himself and assures himself that no one else is in the building.
Ray Lamer, the night custodian at Southeast, says that such experiences are
not uncommon for him.  He has had many frightening moments while at
work.
Lamer has been the night janitor for two years now.  He works from 3:30
p.m.  to 11:30 p.m.
On his first night at work, Lamer could have sworn that this school was
haunted.
“The first night I started working here, I encountered a ghost, or at least I

thought I did,” said Lamer.
“I was downstairs in the tool room cleaning up.  I was the only person here,
but still I heard doors closing upstairs and I also heard things that I couldn’t
make out.  I was scared!  So I crept up the stairs as quiet as I could.  It was
hard.  The only light I could see was the light from my flashlight.  Then I
finally figured out what all the strange noises were.  The doors closed
automatically, and the cooling of the building made the metal creak.”
Feeling relieved after figuring out what the strange noises were, Lamer went
back downstairs and continued to work.  Feeling confident and reminding
himself over and over that there wasn’t anyone else there, he finished his
downstairs work but soon heard another noise.  He stood there for a
moment and listened.
“My words changed to ‘There is someone here, and I’m not here all
alone’.”
Later Lamer found out that the elevator was just leveling itself.
It was easy for Lamer to believe that Southeast was haunted because he
came from a mill in Salina that he and others thought to be haunted also.
“Three persons were killed while at work at the mill,” stated Lamer, “and I
have felt the presence of a person standing over me just staring at me.
Then when I’d turn around, there would be no one there.”
Lamer quit after 25 years, not because of the spirits but because the mill
went out of business.  This is when he started work at Southeast.
“I’m not afraid to work here.  It was just that first day,” said Lamer.  “I got
used to it from working at the mill.”
Arlo Medley, another custodian who worked the night shift for several years
before switching to day shift, said that he used to catch something moving
out of the corner of his eye or hear a door closing by itself.
Medley also has memories of snakes and rats slithering and scurrying about
overhead just after the current SES building was built.  At night, those sounds
could be spooky, too, he said. He added, though, that the snakes and rats
were exterminated the first year the building was open.
Medley said he didn’t worry much about the creatures or the strange noises.
He just let it pass.
“I had other more important things to worry about,” he said, “like finishing
my work.”

By Susan Kincaid, staff writer in 1988
“What’s that?”  This question people asked themselves on the night of
Feb. 29.  After the sub-state game, three cheerleaders, three boys and the
cheerleading sponsor, Mrs. Rhonda Will, encountered some experiences
of a different kind.
Being the only people at school at this time, they
felt a little frightened.  They were waiting for the
coaches to get back from the game so the
cheerleaders could get into the supply room for
poster paper to make posters for the players.
After waiting for a considerable amount of time,
they decided to have a little fun.  So they split up
and spread themselves about the school to play
hide-and-go-seek.  Angie Parcaro and Angie Pixler
went to go find Brent Fowles and Rob Schorling,
while Jill Hower, Rhonda Will, and Chucky
Suzuki were stationed at the student lounge to
watch for the return of the coaches.  So
throughout the dark halls ventured the two
seekers.  There were around the theater area,
because they thought they heard a door shut in
that area.  Thinking Brent and Rob were in the
theater.  Angie Parcaro opened the door, while
Angie Pixler peered in.
At that moment they both heard an ear-piercing scream, that resembled
that of little girls.  Not wanting to stick around and find out who or what
it was, they took off, heading back toward the student lounge.  Halfway
there they met up with Brent and Rob.

After catching their breath, Brent and Rob told their story.  They had
been in the high school vocal room, when they heard the harmonizing
voices of a choir.  Being the only ones in the room, they also decided it
was better not to stick around and enjoy the music.

So they took a hike outside and around the building to
the east doors where they had just came in to look for
Angie and Angie.  Putting two and two together the girls
figured at the time they heard the scream Brent and Rob
were outside.  Deciding they had had enough they
returned back to the student lounge.
Wide-eyed and out of breath, the students found out
there weren’t the only ones who had encountered
something mysterious.  When they had been playing
hide-and-go-seek, Jill, Rhonda, and Chucky had the
fortune or misfortune of seeing a spoon flip in midair,
when the word haunted was aroused in a conversation.
Even though they were frightened, their curiosity was
flowing for explanation.
Figuring safety in numbers Angie, Angie, Brent, Jill, and
Rob searched to see if any other suspicious happenings
were about to occur in this haunted building.  With
imaginations running, they all crept along.  Then Jill saw
a figure with a green glow outlining it.  And Angie
confirmed she saw a shadow.

After returning to the lounge and telling the people who were
not with them what had happened, the coaches returned and the mind-
boggled students were all too happy to return home that night.

The stories on this page look
back to ghost legends from the
previous decade.   The top
story was written by Georgia
Kincaid’s daughterSusan and
the bottom story was written
by Marcia Fetter.

Seven claim strange sightings in Southeast building

Night custodian reveals scary secrets

Custodian Ray Lamer, who was a night custodian in 1986, has
moved to the day shift.  He hasn’t retired, though the sign on the
side of his vehicle at the 2001 Gypsum parade proclaims that he’s
“riding  into retirement.”  (Photo by Mr. Gary McClure)
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Real Friends
        By Erin Boyd
As she flashes her sparkling white
Teeth
I know they’re
Fake
Like dentures that grandma soaks in a jar at night.

She says she’s my friend
But I know she’s not.
She whispers behind my back
Like I don’t exist.
The secret that she promises not to tell,
She tells.

She says she’s my friend
But I know she’s not.
She sees me sitting alone at my lunch table
And walks on by.
Later, she says,
“Were you sitting by yourself?
You should have come over to tell me.
I always want to be there for my friends.”

She lies through those pearly white perfect
Teeth
As she flashes her fake smile once again.

As her lying lips cover her false teeth
I look at her through unmasked eyes
And see her for who she really is.

Creative Corner

Maze

S
ta
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End

Editor’s note: This poem was published last year
in Young Kansas Writers.
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By Jessica Conway
They’re big, they’re burly, and they’re brothers.  So it’s only

fitting that they should fight side by side against their foes.
Junior Jason Korbelik and freshman Brian Korbelik not only

sometimes start together on Southeast’s line, but they often also
play side by side on the SES football team.

Jason plays right guard and Brian is a utility lineman for
the whole offensive front.

Both boys find it a privilege to be able to play on the same
team as each other.

“It feels good. It is a privilege that not many people get,”
Jason said.

Their coach Mr. Pat Haxton says that both boys are good
football players.

“Both are fundamentally sound players that have worked ex-
tremely hard to put themselves in the position to be very good all
around players,” he said.

Size doesn’t hurt their chances of playing either.  The junior
Jason weighs 265 pounds, and his freshman brother Brian, weighs
235 pounds.

Although a very big guy, Brian acknowledges that off the
football field, he is  gentle and laid back.

“I think that being on the field and off the field are two differ-
ent worlds for me, and so when I’m on the field I try to think about
what I am doing at that time,” Brian said.

In last year’s Junior High Informer, there was a series of pic-
tures of Brian with the Real Care Baby. The pictures show both
sides of Brian – the gentle giant and the aggressive football player.
In one photo, he pretends to look tenderly at the baby and in an-
other he has it tucked under his arm like a football.

“I guess I’ve never really had much experience with small
children,” he said, “but I certainly didn’t like (the homework assign-
ment of taking care of the Real Care Baby).”

He said he’s never worried about hurting anyone.
“I guess I’m always more focused on the game rather than on

hurting someone,” Brian said.
Brian plays at the varsity level but he said he does not feel he

is better than any of his teammates.
 “I’m not replacing anyone. I’m really good friends with my

teammates. It feels great to know that I worked hard enough to play
at the varsity level, though,” Brian said.

Like Brian, Jason has an aggressive field personality and a
gentle off-the-field personality.

The gentle side of Jason can be seen on Nov. 9 and 10.  Jason
will sing.  And dance.  He plays the part of Cole in the musical play
Diamond Studs.

He said that the conflict between the aggressive and gentle
sides of his personality isn’t the hardest thing about competing in
football while having a lead in the musical.  He’s been having some
late nights with play practice, which may affect his football a little.

“Sometimes if I’m tired I have to work to get my intensity up
for the game,” Jason said.

His mother Debbie Korbelik isn’t surprised that he might have
to work up intensity at times. She said that both her sons have been
gentle and respectful.

“I feel very good, because the boys get along so well. Both
boys are very kind and gentle and very respectful to their parents,”
she said.

Within two years Jason will be ready to look at colleges, which
could mean college ball.

“I don’t know if I’m big enough or good enough, but if the
opportunity presents itself, I would look at it long and hard,” Jason
said.

Brian’s opportunity to play beyond high school won’t come
for several more years, and he’s not thinking much about that yet.
For now, he’s just enjoying playing high school football and fight-
ing alongside his big brother each Friday night.

Korbelik brothers play side by side

Jason Korbelik, junior, plays
right guard for SES High School
football team. (Photos courtesy
of Jason and Brian Korbelik)

Brian Korbelik, freshman,
serves as a utility lineman
wherever he’s needed on the
offensive front.  When he plays
right tackle,  he plays beside
his brother.

Art  teacher Kurt Krehbiel has painted a Trojan head and American
Flag on the football field twice since the Sept. 11  terrorist attack,
once for the Homecoming game and again Thursday night for senior
recognition. (Photo by Jessica Conway)
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Jacob Will and Mitchel Pounds pack together at the SES home meet. Both Will and
Pounds are a prime example of the closeness of the team. (Photos courtesy of Gary McClure)

Volleyball
Lincoln  10-15  15-5  19-17 Win
South  8-15  10-15  Loss
Dodge City  9-15  4-15  Loss
Smoky Valley  4-15  5-15  Loss

8-15  9-15 Loss
Concordia  0-15  1-15 Loss
Little River  16-14  5-15  Loss
Moundrige  3-15  9-15  Loss
Russell  15-5  15-12  Win

 3-15  5-15  Loss
Beliot  11-15  9-15  Loss
          11-15  15-13  10-15  Loss
Hillcrest15-12 15-6 12-15  Loss
Belleville  4-15  11-15  Loss
Marysville 4-15  8-15  Loss
Minneapolis  14-16  13-15 Loss
Belleville  8-15  12-15  Loss

    5-15  8-15  Loss
Northern Heights 11-15  15-7

                 15-13  Win
Council Grove  16-14  11-15

  15-7 Win
Abilene  5-15  4-15  Loss
Sacred Heart  7-15  11-15  Loss
Santa Fe Trail  4-15  5-15  Loss
Chase County 15-5  10-15  Win
Ellsworth 10-15 15-9 15-2  Win

    15-9  15-9  Win
Minneapolis  7-15  3-15  Loss

         3-15  9-15  Loss
Hesston  12-15  15-7  15-8  Win
Hillsboro  12-15  10-15  Loss

Cross Country
(Boys)

Abilene 4th
Hesston 10th
Clay Center 8th
SES Invitational 9th
Lyons N/A
Ellsworth 6th
Downs League 4th
Regional 4th

(Girls)
Abilene 4th
Hesston 14th
Clay Center 7th
SES Invitational 9th
Lyons N/A
Ellsworth 4th
Downs league 5th
Regional 6th

Freshman Dani Weese placed 32nd at regionals with a
time of 15:37.  The girls team placed 6th at regionals.

Junior Tucker Weese placed
5th at regionals with at time
of 18:20.  The boys team
placed 4th at regionals.He
placed 29th at the State meet
in Wamego.
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Emily Eilders sets the ball at Minneapolis
as Jessica Swanson gets ready in the
back. (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)

Jacob Will,Southeast of Saline’s 2001
King stands behind Jayme Sauber,
Southeast of Saline’s 2001 Queen,
minutes after they were crowned. (Photo
by Jessica Conway)

Football

Smoky Valley 13-14
Marion 20-21
Belleville 33-27
Minneapolis 7-21
Russell 41-20
Beloit 7-15
Hoisington 26-13
Ellinwood 41-34
Ellsworth 19-22

SES has had a hard football season.
The record (3-6) doesn’t give justice to
the strength and effort put into play by
the SES football team.

SES lost their first two games of
the season by a total of two points, then
lost last week in triple overtime to
Ellinwood setting up a must-win situation
against Ellsworth Thursday.

And then, typical of  the season, SES
lost a  heartbreaker to Ellsworth on Thurs-
day,  by three.

The team held out fairly well against
Ellinwood, making the game go into a
triple overtime.  Then they played a great
game at Ellsworth even though they lost.

In the by-district, SES beat
Hoisington by 13, but we lost to Ellinwood
by seven, meaning we had to beat

Ellsworth (7-2) by four to stay in the play-
offs.

Coach Pat Haxton said he was con-
scious of that need to win by four the
entire game.

“There is no question that it affected
decisions throughout the game,” said
Haxton.  “I’d assigned assistant coach Eric
Swanson to let me know what we needed
to do to keep that four-point margin. He
gave suggestions all day long.”

For example, Swanson recom-
mended running for the 2-point conver-
sion.  He also recommended an on-side
kick.

“I’m not in favor of onside kicks,”
Haxton said, “but it was the right thing to
do at the time.”

It worked.  After starting with a 14
point deficit, Southeast regained the mo-

By Alex Mutschler

Football team ends season with another close one

By Sarah Maine
After a rough start to the season,

the Lady Trojan Volleyball team pulled to-
gether toward the end and won some
games, boosting their record to 8-22.

“During the last quarter of the sea-
son, the girls finally got a little burst of
confidence.  They were all over the floor,
hustling to every ball.  They trusted them-
selves and their teammates!” said Coach
Pesha Schwensen.

Though the record wasn’t excep-

tional, Schwensen didn’t seem to mind.
“Records don’t mean anything.  We

knocked off several teams with incredible
records and were beat by teams with pretty
terrible ones.  The thing that counts is that
the girls worked hard and improved,” said
Schwensen.

Schwensen credits most of the losses
to lack of trust.

“The team members needed to trust
that their teammates were right behind them,
right where they needed to be.  Each player
needed to develop more confidence. The
girls had to learn to react, not think.  There
is no time to second guess yourself,” said
Schwensen.

At the Sub-state, the Lady Trojans
posted a record of 1-1.

“(The girls played) AMAZING!
They wanted to win!  They were hustling
to every ball, and they were absolutely
hammering the ball.  No one was timid,”
said Schwensen.

Schwenson said that though the
team came together in the end, there is al-
ways something that could be developed
further.

“There is always something to im-
prove on,” she said.  “No aspect of the
game was obviously missing, but next year
we will continue to focus on passing and
we are going to really work on our block-
ing.”

mentum, scoring the next 19 points.  Then
Ellsworth came back with a touchdown
and went for the two-point conversion and
made it, making the score 22-19, the final
score of the game.

Volleyball team improves near season’s end
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By Kelsey Delker
Today, three of our high school En-

glish staff will be leaving for Indianapolis to
attend the national Healthy community –
Healthy youth conference.  Those attend-
ing are Mr. Terry Anderson, Mr. Don Wagner
and Mr. Bill Gies.

These three are all adult facilitators in
the care groups at Southeast of Saline, and
they received funding to fly to Indianapolis
from the care group grant received earlier
this year.  They attend care group activities
and attend meetings.

Mrs. Melinda Smith, who represented
our school at the conference last year, said
it’s a very intense conference.

“On the first day the classes last from
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,” she said.

The class tracks are chosen by those
attending the conference.  The classes range
from school-related, to community and even
to church-related classes.

The theme of this year’s conference
is Asset-Building: Moving to the Next Stage.
The classes will focus on asset-building,
and the three attending will hope to help
infuse asset-building into our care groups
and school when they return from the con-
ference.

Smith, who coordinates the care
groups, received a grant both years.  That
grant paid for the fees to send faculty to
participate in this conference, and it has also
paid for new computers and software in the
classroom.

The grant will also pay for the speak-
ers’ fee for the keynote speaker at the Jan.
23 alternative day at SES.  One of the main
speakers from last year’s conference, Mark
Scharenbroich, will be speaking at that time.

“Next year I hope to send kids to the
conference,” Smith said.

Jacob Seim and Mr. Bill Gies help Mr. Terry Anderson up to the top of a wall at the St.
Francis Ropes course.  The care group took a field trip there earlier this year.  (Photo by
Mrs. Melinda Smith)

High school English staff flies to Indiana

By Jessica Conway
Foreign Language club members

have attended both a play and a dance in
the past week.

Amy Mendenhall, Jessica Conway
and Johanna Gotze attended the French/
English play Cyrano de Bergerac on Oct.
24 in Kansas City, MO.

Melissa Wagner, Lindsay Shirack,
Johanna Gotze, Jami Brown, Alicia
Pavkov, Katie Geisler, Amy Mendenhall
and Mike Sims attended a Spanish dance

at Teatro Hispano Americano (Hispanic-
American Theater) on Oct. 30 in Wichita.

They were sponsored by Mrs.
Cathy Cordill, the teacher of Foreign lan-
guages.

On Oct. 24, they traveled in a school
suburban to the French play, but they took
a bus to the Spanish dance due to the num-
ber of people attending.

Cordill said these events were fun
learning experiences for the students.
“They saw something presented in the lan-

guage they’re studying,” said Mrs. Cordill.
The foreign language club has ap-

proximately 12-15 members.
The president is Lindsey Shirack,

Vice-President is Heather Koffman and
Secretary/Treasurer is Angela Wilson.

Neither event was limited to only
Spanish students or only French students.
However, there were some Foreign Lan-
guage Club members who had classes
they could not miss on those days and so
were unable to attend.

Language club sees French play, Spanish dance


