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Taylor Garretson and Manuel Frater perform an IDA at the  forensics meet on Feb.8 at Salina Central. (All photos by Jessica Yum)

Rena Fowles performs a prose entitled “Cut,” Calvin Roesner digs through the trash, Lacey Bruggeman performs prose, and Mandy
Preston performs an IDA. The team placed first at Ellsworth this weekend.  See page 4 for details.



Opinion  The Trojournal   April  2, 2003•page 2

Southeast of Saline
THE TROJOURNAL

Editor .................... Tammi Verhoeff
Copy editor ............ Jessica Conway
Photo editor ................ Jessica Yum
Sports editor ......... Mitcher Barnes
Features editor ............. Shai Elliott
Columnist .......... Nataliya Chornak
Reporters ............................ all staff
Advisor ............. Mr. Gary McClure

    THE TROJOURNAL is the official
newspaper of Southeast of Saline High
School and is published monthly by the
journalism staff.
        Writers’ editorial opinions expressed
through this publication do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of the entire staff,
the advisor, or the administration.
       Letters should be 300 words or less
and must be signed.  Editors reserve the
right to edit for punctuation, spelling and
usage.

By Tammi Verhoeff
ATM’s, drive-through’s and internet

are all convenient commodities, save a lot of
time and are a definite sign of our techno-
logical advances.  But these advances are
not entirely good.

Personal contact has been lost.  Un-
less you sell Mary Kay, the words door-to-
door mean nothing to you.  “No Solicitors,”
“Beware of Dog” and “Go Away; I’m Not
Buying” signs have been erected around
homes across the country.  Welcome mats
have been pulled off of doorsteps.  It seems
as though America has turned itself away
from human contact.

Slowly human contact has diminished.
The first culprit was the telephone.  No face,
but still a voice.  Now it’s the computer where
you can do anything from meeting new
people to ordering a pizza.  Even small busi-
ness gestures are gone and glow on a com-
puter screen.  No longer do you know your
banker’s name; it’s your PIN number for the
ATM that you’re more worried about.

Some claim fear as the reason that
we’ve depersonalized, but what people don’t
realize is that not knowing who someone is,
is dangerous.

The solution to this problem is simple.
Get to know people.  Find out who your
neighbor is.  Meet people.  The reason people
are afraid of everybody is because every-
one is a stranger.  They wouldn’t be a
stranger if a friendly smile was exchanged, a
simple hello even.  To accomplish this,
though, we’ll have to set technology aside

long enough to get to know people.
But we don’t.
The concept of depersonalization has

filtered its way to family life.  We are so far
removed from human contact that even fami-
lies have become a hassle.  We don’t spend
time with our families.  Daycares and televi-
sion have taken the place of the rules and
discipline which show parents’ love.

Teenagers are no longer abiding by
rules and are running amuck. Independence
is one thing, but there are guidelines that
need to be addressed and relationships that
need to be built upon.

Even though studies show the time
parents are spending time with their chil-
dren is up; it’s still not enough. American
children spend an average of 2.5 hours a
day with their fathers on weekdays, and 6.2
hours a day on weekends, according to a
University of Michigan study.  According
to this study, that number is up 43 percent
from 10 years ago.  Still, 25 hours a week is
not enough.

Even though small towns are sup-
posed to be known for their friendliness, they
even seem to begin to sacrifice the “good
neighbor” attitude for the “better safe than
sorry” song and dance.

So, the joke is on us.  We isolate our-
selves from others to keep our family and
ourselves safe.  But isolation is dangerous.
Now we can’t trust anyone anymore and we
live in fear.  It’s time to focus on relation-
ships.  Do you know who your neighbor is?

“10-15 hours.”
Hannah Lenz, Junior

“5 hours.”
Autmun Butler, Junior

“I have no parents; I’m an
orphan.”
Logan Henry, Junior

“10 hours.”
Ashley Russell, Junior

How much time do you spend
with your parents each week?

Where did all the people go?
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By Jessica Yum
Riding the

school bus is one
of the most inter-
esting experi-
ences I’ve had in
America. In the
morning, I don’t
have to ride the
bus since my host
sister, Amber Earles, drives to school and I
ride along. But after school is a different
story.

Because I was out for volleyball, I rode
the activity bus after volleyball practice for
the first couple of months. But when volley-
ball was over, I had to ride the bus right after
school with the little kids.

My first day of school bus ride was
unforgettable. I didn’t know older kids sit in

By Nataliya Chornak
“Hey, per-

son in the back;
he wants you!”
I heard this sit-
ting in the back
of the school
bus in the morn-
ing. Nice day
starting, huh? A
little kid who is
no older than 12
was saying this
to me about his nine-year-old bud. Is it called
new generation or just sick kids on the bus
who need some major parenting?

A major portion of the students on the
bus are elementary and junior high kids. High
school students don’t ride the bus as often
as they did at the beginning of the year.

If you are in high school and you ride
the bus,  it means one of three things: You
don’t have a car, there is a bad blizzard out-
side, or … you are an exchange student.

In Ukraine we don’t have school buses.
(I can see my school through the window of
my apartment; that’s why.), so riding a school
bus here became a new and unforgettable
experience for me.

At first, I didn’t understand why some
of the high school students were talking
about riding the bus without excitement and
no smile on their faces. But after a month of

riding a bus, I understood the reason.
I was amazed by everything I have

seen and heard there. To ride the bus in the
mornings is not that bad, but when school is
over, the children get too excited and forget
about such simple things as behavior, good
manners and attitude.

Very often you can see them standing
up from their seats, walking around the bus,
making noise and very often cussing and
being rude to each other. Once I remember
the bus driver stopped the bus and calmed
down the kids because instead of sitting
peacefully on their seats, they were walking
around the bus and causing trouble.

One can imagine how hard it is for the
bus driver to pay attention to the road and
to calm kids in the same time.

However, the bad attitude was not
only coming from junior high, but also from
some of the high school students that were
riding the bus at the beginning of the school
year. Sitting closer to the back I could hear
some pretty “interesting” conversations. I
would hear the latest news of the teens’ lives:
how many times a particular girl worked out
with particular guy; who kissed whom ... and
a lot of other details from which my ears start
hurting.

Once I was a witness to an incident
when one girl didn’t like another another so
she decided to yell dirty words to her from
the bus window. The girl decided not to wait

and to solve the problem the right away. So
she got on the bus and they started to yell
and cuss at each other. Only interference of
the bus driver prevented a fight.

All these things were happening on
the school bus where more than a half of all
students were elementary school kids. Was
it good for them to listen to all language that
was used at that time? I doubt it, but then
again, some of the kids using the bad lan-
guage couldn’t have been more than nine
years old.

Since that time, the situation on the
bus has changed. Some of the high school
girls have stopped riding the bus, and the
atmosphere is much calmer. Nevertheless,
junior high students still don’t keep the bus
quiet.

One might think that to sit in the back
seats might help a little bit, but it’s far away
from the truth. Horrible noise, rude jokes,
and flying papers will reach you anywhere.

However, not all of the bus students
are this way. There are some nice kids with
whom you can talk, but it’s a pity they don’t
ride the bus very often, and it’s even more a
pity that you can’t hear them very well above
all the noise. If you are a high school stu-
dent, after a while of riding the bus, you start
realizing that the bus driver is your only
friend. He is nice and suffers together with
you.

the back then, so I sat in the very front seat
with some of the elementary boys.

They couldn’t stop talking. They
asked me about my country and what it is
like.  Some of the questions were, “Do you
have cars? Do you have a school bus like
this?” And of course, I tried to be nice to
those little strangers. I said “yes, we do have
cars and school buses but it’s usually really
quiet!”

One kid who sat behind me was eating
soap (not exactly eating it maybe, but a bar
of white soap was in his mouth and the bus
driver was pretty mad about it). Other kids
showed me their little racing cars and ex-
plained to me how fast they can go. I tried to
listen and pretended I was really interested,
but inside I was annoyed and just wanted to
get out of the bus as soon as possible.

The next day, I sat at the back of the

bus with the older kids – older meaning jun-
ior high age and freshmen because there was
only one other upperclassman riding. In the
back seat, some of the older kids were using
profane and violent language and I was
shocked when I first heard them talking. I
didn’t intend to hear them but they just talk
so loud.

And there are so many curse words.
One of the junior boys was even more

obnoxious than the children the day before.
I seriously think he has problems with word
choices and it makes him sound like a gang-
ster.

So it doesn’t really matter where I sit;
I still feel uncomfortable all the time. Not all
experiences are pleasant and worthy. And
to be honest, riding the school bus was defi-
nitely not.

South Korean sees American transportation as hazardous

School buses prove to be a learning experience
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By Shai Elliott and Tammi Verhoeff
We live in the center of America (Thank

you, Cap-
tain Obvi-
o u s . )
We’ve al-
ways re-
s e n t e d
that fact;
so we
tried to
come up
with rea-
sons why
living in Kansas is a good thing. One reason
is because we are in the middle, so if the
continents start breaking off again, we’ll be
the last to go; plus there is no need for hur-
ricane or earthquake insurance.  Also, there
are some advantages of  living in small
towns.  For those of you who need to be
reminded that you are from small towns....

You are from a small town if…
You think skateboarders are weird.
You can name everyone you gradu-

ated with and their parents.
You know what 4-H is....and you used to be
(or still are) a member.

You dropped the ‘F’ bomb and your
parents knew within the hour.
You scheduled parties around the different
police officers, since you knew which ones

would bust you and which ones wouldn’t.
You can’t help but date a friend’s ex.

Coach suggests that you haul hay for the
summer to get stronger.

 Directions are given using “the” stop
light as a reference.

 You plan to wear your high school
letter jacket AFTER your 19th birthday.
Even the ugly and untalented people enter
beauty and talent contests.

You decide to walk somewhere for ex-
ercise and five people pull over and ask if
you need a ride.

 Your teachers called you by your
older sibling’s names and remember when
they taught your parents.

  It is normal to see an old man driving
through town on a riding lawn mower.

Your car stays filthy because of the
dirt roads, and you will never own a dark
vehicle for this reason.

Weekend excitement involves a trip to
a Wal-Mart.

You’re from a big city if….
You know what shizzel my nizzo means

(h to the izzo).
You ask if that’s a horse or a cow
If you’ve asked someone from Kan-

sas if they knew Dorothy.
You can’t play “Duck Duck Goose”

because people start randomly falling on the
ground and take cover.

4-H member or a wangsta; where do you come from?
Instead of cowboys and Indians, you

play east side; west side.
If you thought 4-H stood for homies,

homosexuals, hemorrhoids and hallucina-
tions.

Your teacher can’t remember your
name.

You take all your hubcaps off your car
before you go and pay for gas so nobody
will jack them.

Fo’ Sho’ is grammatically correct
You know that a dime bag costs more

than a dime.
You know more than 100 words that

mean the same for female, jail and alcohol.
The heavens open and the gospel

choir sings “Hallelujah” when you actually
see a tree.

You never make eye contact……..with
ANYONE!

If you pronounce “gangster” as
“gansta’” as in “Your gold teeth are
gangsta!” and “You said you a gansta, but
you neva pop nuthin’!  You said you a
wangsta and you need to stop frontin’…”

You have to be careful of what colors
you wear together at school for fear of being
mistaken for a gansta.

If, at the end of any of these lists, you
laughed your butt off because you know it’s
all true, we’re pretty sure you know what
category you fall under.

By Mitcher Barnes
Pat Haxton’s 2003 powerlifting team

captured the 3A State title last Saturday in
Marion.

Southeast of Saline easily outlifted
opponents, scoring 86 points.  Northern
Heights was a distant second with 44 points,
and Phillipsburg was third with 30.

The Trojans won five of the 11 weight
classes and finished second in three others.
Kyle Hartman won the 148 pound weight class
lifting 835 total lbs.  Adam Stephenson won
the 178-pound class with 920 total lbs.  Matt
Myers won the 198-pound class by lifting
955 total lbs.  Justin Ade won the 242 title
with 945 total lbs, and Jason Korbelik won
the power class by lifting a tremendous 1,020
lbs.

Second place finishers were Joe
Sparacino at 148 pounds, Zach Tanner at 123,

and Jason Mann at 220.  Sparacino lifted 805
total lbs, Tanner lifted 500 total lbs, and Mann
lifted 925 total lbs.

The Trojans also had one third place
finish.  Tucker Weese at 132 pounds lifted
650 lbs.

The Southeast of Saline girls placed
fourth overall.  The Trojans scored 28 points
in the state meet.

Beloit won the state title with 38 points.
Rachel Flax and Christina Gribble led

the Trojans. Both of them finished second
in their weigh categories.  Flax lifted in the
114-pound class and re-broke her state
record in clean of a year ago, pulling 140 lbs.
Flax lifted 440 total lbs.

Gribble competed in the 148 pound
category and lifted 480 total lbs.

Emily Eilders placed third at 132
pounds and lifted 475 total lbs.

Trojans win 3A state lifting title Forensics team places
first at Ellsworth meet
By Shai Elliott

The Southeast of Saline forensics team
took first place as four individuals also placed
first at Ellsworth on Saturday, March 29.

Individual results follow.
Shai Elliott placed first in Poetry and

second in Serious Solo, Meladee Garst and
Coy Cox placed first in I.D.A., Mitcher
Barnes placed first in Humorous Solo and
Taylor Garretson first place in prose.

Meladee Garst placed third in Humor-
ous Solo.

Mitcher Barnes and Ben Ryan placed
second in I.D.A., Taylor Garretson and
Manuel Frater placed third, and Calvin
Roesner and Adam Spaeny placed sixth.

Tammi Verhoeff and Andy Breer
placed fourth in Duet acting, and Lacey
Bruggeman and Allison Burt placed sixth.

Tammi Verhoeff placed fifth in Serious
Solo.
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Across
4. Which male powerlifter won first overall at Shawnee Heights with
a total of 1035 lbs.?
6. Who is the head softball coach this season?
8. How do you spell the foreign exchange student from Ukraine?
(first name)
10. Who was the captain and only senior on the SES dance team?
12. Who’s the advisor of the Trojournal?
14. Who was the basketball player who got his eye cut during a game
and played Pseudolus, the slave, in the musical “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum”?
15. Who is the “preferred walk on” for football at K-state?
16. Who created the background for the SES secondary school
internet page?
18. Who’s the cheerleader captain?
19. Which male teacher is an assistant softball coach?
Down
1. Adam Stephenson , Dustin Parks, and Broc Tanner helped with SES
basketball broadcasts. Name a fourth individual who also broadcast
games.
2. Who’s the head baseball coach this season?
3. Who went to Tennesse for spring break?
5. Who sang “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend” in the play “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream”?
7. Who was the nerd, Demetrius, in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”?
9. Who earned a blue ribbon for oil painting at General Federation
of Women’s Club art competition?
11. Who won the $20,000 Dane Hansen Scholarship?
13. Who received first place in Dairy Cattle Judging
on Friday Feb.7th?
17. Who wore number 21 on the varsity boys’ basketball team?

People of Troy
Created by Jessica Yum
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Mrs. Juanelle Garretson
Advisor

Ashley Unruh
President

Bridgette Blomquist
Member

Who is the president
of FFA?
(Mandy Preston)

What does the
acronym FFA stand
for?
(Nothing)

What is the gestation
length of a pig?
(3 months, 3 weeks,
3 days)

What does the
sentinel do?
(Public Relations)

When were girls
admitted to FFA?
(1969)

What is the motto of
FFA?
(Learning to do,
Doing to learn,
Earning to live
 Living to serve)

Give one reason to
join FFA

Battle of the Clubs

To know the
gestation of a pig

Mandy Preston

Nothing.  It used to
stand for Future
Farmers of America

90 days

Mandy Preston

Future Farmers of
America

30 Days

It is a reporter officer that
has to do with
parliamentary procedure

If you love to farm and
like to look at animals

United we farm

1969

Become a part of ag
related career and ag
business

Successful for all

Always

Initiation

Mandy Preston

Future Farmers of
America

7 months

It is an officer.

Farm!

1976

FCCLA
FCCLA
FCCLA V.
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Brandie Rice
Advisor

Mandy Prestion
President

Who is the President
of FCCLA?
(Ashley Unruh)

What does the
acronym FCCLA
stand for?
(Family, Career, and
Community Leaders
of America)

What does STAR
stand for?
(Sudents Taking
Action with
Recognition)

What is the name of
the FCCLA
magazine?
(Teen Times)

What was the former
name of FCCLA?
(FHA - Future
Homemakers of
America)

What is the motto of
FCCLA?
(Towards New
Horizons)

Give one reason to
join FCCLA.

Jamie Wilcox

Future Career and
Community Leaders
of America

They are competitive
events

Star

FHA (Future
Homemakers of
America)

Premiere leadership,
personal growth,
career success

To gain career skills

Future Cooking and
Cleaning Ladies of America

S.

Ashely Unruh

Family, Career, Consumer
Science Leaders of America

Students Teaching Around
Reasons

FCCLA Gold

FHA

Housework comes first.

The food

Kyle Hawkes
Member

Martha Stewart

Good Housekeeping

Housewife, Mommy,
Carpool driver

Stir, Taste, Accessorize,
Remodel

F
F
A

Farming versus Family

To make the clean, cleaner

If your pants rip, you can
sew them.



Trojan Boys at a Glance

Sports Box

Girls’ Basketball
Lost Springs-Centre 76-38W
Sacred Heart 34-55L
Beloit 61-51W
Minneapolis 64-44W
Belleville 64-42W
Smoky Valley 74-57W
Russell 71-57W
Chapman 67-56W
Council Grove 66-46W
Ellsworth 54-34W
SES Girl’s Tourney
Ellsworth 50-38W
Lincoln                                   62-66L
Herington 73-46W
Belleville 56-47W
Ellsworth 58-44W
Russell 49-46W
Minneapolis 62-38W
Beloit 64-54L
Sub-State (Lyons) 59-52L

Record:  16-4
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Haxton’s team looks to be a force
By Mitcher Barnes
The 2003 Trojan track team looks to

be head Coach Pat Haxton’s strongest in his
three-year stint as head track coach.

“I’m extremely excited about this year’s
group.  They have worked hard and have
dedicated themselves to getting better. It’s a
long season and we must stay focused and
work hard but I truly believe this year’s team
can be as competitive as any team in several
years at SES,” Haxton said.

Haxton returns every state finalist from
a year ago.  That list includes senior Javelin
throwers Broc Tanner and Brad Brack, se-
nior sprinter Adam Stephenson, senior
thrower April Torske, sophomore high
jumper Jessi Swanson and sophomore
sprinter Chantay Seim.

“On the boys side we return everyone
who got us points the last two meets of the
02 season.  The girl’s team has almost ev-
eryone back as well, we only lost two girls,”
Haxton Said

Coach Haxton has a goal for this sea-
son that is very simple.

“To be competitive at all the meets and
to work hard and get better,” Haxton said

As on most teams Haxton looks for
the seniors to step up and help his squad
develop into the best team they can be.

“The seniors are the leaders.  This is a
good group of people who have shown they
can lead and do the things that are neces-
sary for us to be successful,” Haxton said.

In order to be successful Haxton wants
his team to improve everyday.

“We must work hard EVERYDAY and
must be focused in practice,” Haxton said

Trojan Track at a Glance

Vernon Cathey (Sprinter), Jay Knopf
(Mid Distance), Brad Brack (Javelin),
Mitcher Barnes (Mid Distance), Tucker
Weese (Distance), Jason Korbelik
(Thrower), April Torske (Thrower), Rena
Fowles (Distance)

Seniors: Adam
Stephenson (Sprinter),
Broc Tanner (Javelin),

Coach: Pat Haxton
(4th Year)

Seniors: Brandon Harrod,
Kody Losey, Joe
Sparacino, Eric Tweedy

Coach: Bill Gies (4th
year)

Trojan Golf at a Glance

Schedule
Date Place Time
Apr. 8 Herington Inv. 1:00 p.m.
Apr. 10 Ellinwood (JV) 3:00 p.m.
Apr. 15 Minneapolis 1:00 p.m.
Apr. 22 Belleville 11:00 a.m.
Apr. 22 Marion (JV) 3:00 p.m.
Apr. 24 Beloit Inv 3:00 p.m.
May 1 Hesston 9:00 a.m.
May 6 Marion 3:00 p.m.
May 8 SES Inv. (Sr. Rec.) 3:00 p.m.
May 15 League @ Belleville 3:00 p.m.
May 19 Regionals TBA
May 27 State TBA

Returning Varsity:  Matt Breen,
Jeremy Will, Ryan Bartlett, Jameson
Garnett, Brandon Harrod, Bret Keeler,
Kody Losey, Alex Mutschler, Eric Tweedy,
Jeremy Will

By Mr. Bill Gies
This season sees the Trojan golf team

building on a solid  nucleus of returning play-
ers.   These players are challenging for the 6
varsity spots.  

We hope to continue to improve and
again contest for the NCAA title this sea-
son.  There are many players that are new to
golf this season, and they have been improv-
ing every week.

We practice at every course in Saline
county; Monday at the country club, Tues-
day at the muni, Wednesday at Riverbend,
Thursday at the Elks, and back to the muni
on Friday to fine-tune our game on the range
and putting green.

This season’s roster is made up of five
seniors, six juniors, five sophomores, and
eight freshmen.  This is the largest team (24)
that SES has had in the history of the pro-
gram. 

Bret Keeler walks the greens during golf
practice last year. (Photo from Trojournal
archive)

Gies looks to build off last year’s success
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Schwensen’s dream comes true

Garretson looks to continue success
Coach: Mike

Garretson (1st Year)

Trojan Baseball at a Glance

Key Losses: Adam
Ptacek, Justin Hartman, Chaid Schwartz,
Jordan Dupes, Kerry Kolzow, Chad
Leister

Returning Varsity:  Jordon Komp,
Dan Carr, Kyle Hartman, Matt Garretson

Seniors: Jordon Komp,
Matt Garretson, Dan Carr,
Kyle Hartman, Mitcher
Barnes, Brad Brack

Coach: Pesha
Schwensen (1st Year)

Key Losses: Charly Bloom, Lindsey
Shirack, Jamie Giersch, Rianna Crable

Seniors: Emily
Eilders, Alicia Pavkov, Laura
Reed, Erinn Rogers, Amanda
Ziegler, Meladee Garst,
Jamie Schropp, Haylie Colby

By Mitcher Barnes
When the Southeast of Saline Trojan

baseball team steps on the field this year,
they will be a shadow of themselves, both
on the field and in the dugout, but they hope
it’s a long, tall shadow.

Mr. Dee Kolzow, the only coach that
the program has ever known in its 12-year
history, retired after a third place finish last
season.

New head Coach Mike Garretson
takes over a team that lost seven seniors.
Garretson also inherits a program that has
been very successful in its short history.
Garretson has extensive coaching experience
– as an American Legion coach for 11 years,
Kansas Wesleyan University’s coach for two
years, Southeast of Saline’s softball coach
for seven years, and Salina Central assistant
for one year.

“I have enjoyed coaching baseball in
the past and consider myself to be a ‘base-
ball person’. The baseball job here is a great
one due to our great facilities, supportive
administration, and of course, our student-
athletes who are the best to work with in the
state of Kansas. I truly enjoyed the softball
position here for the past seven years and
now I am looking forward to this new chal-
lenge,” Garretson said.

For the first time in three years, the
Trojans will be piecing together virtually a
completely new team.  Seniors Kyle Hartman,
Jordon Komp, Daniel Carr, and Matt

Garretson are the only Trojans who have had
significant playing time on varsity.

“We have a small nucleus of returning
players with four seniors from last years team,
Kyle Hartman, Matt Garretson, Jordon
Komp, and Dan Carr. It will be interesting to
see who else joins these fellas as our lead-
ers,” Garretson said.

March 3 is the first day of practice for
the Trojans.  The Trojans open their season
against the Salina Central Mustangs on
Thursday, April 3.

Garretson said he believes this year’s
team will carry on Southeast of Saline
baseball’s competitive tradition.

“I always have very high expectations
of myself and the teams with which I am as-
sociated. My goal would be that our base-
ball program would continue to be one of
the most respected high school programs at
any classification, which it is thanks to the
work of Mr. Kolzow, his staffs, and, of course,
the players that have played here,”
Garretson said.

Trojan Softball at a Glance

Returning Varsity:  Emily Eilders, Ali-
cia Pavkov, Laura Reed, Erinn Rogers, Jamie
Schropp, Haylie Colby, Meladee Garst,
Amanda Zieglar and Rachel Flax

By Mitcher Barnes
Miss Pesha Swenson takes over as

head coach after spending a year as an as-
sistant to now head baseball coach Mike
Garretson.  The Southeast of Saline Trojan
Softball team is looking to make the final step
this year in winning a state championship.

Since Schwensen is an avid softball
fan, getting the job of head coach in just her
second year is a dream come true.

“I started playing softball on a sum-
mer traveling team when I was 10 years old.

We played every weekend for the entire sum-
mer, and I loved it. I sat in on school board
meetings and spoke to people in my home-
town to help Clay Center get a school soft-
ball team started. I love it!” said Schwensen

Schwensen, a young and promising
coach, already has extensive coaching ex-
perience in not only softball but other sports
as well.  Schwensen coached competitive
swimming for seven years in Clay Center.
She was assistant JV softball coach at Man-
hattan High for one year and and at South-
east of Saline for a year.  She has spent two
seasons as head volleyball coach at South-
east of Saline and was Flint Hills League
Volleyball coach for one year.

The Trojans return a good nucleus of
players:  seniors Emily Eilders, Alicia Pavkov,
Laura Reed, Erinn Rogers, Amanda Ziegler,
Meladee Garst, Haylie Colby, Jamie Schropp
and junior Rachel Flax.

It’s early in the season but Schwensen
already has two goals for her squad this year.

“One: Have fun…softball is a sport
that allows for quite a bit of team interaction.
Some of my best memories from high school
are the silly even borderline stupid things
we did while playing summer ball.  Two:  Play
as a team…it is important for an athletes to

accept their roles as a part of the team, not
as an individual.  If everyone plays their role
to the best of their ability, we should have a
very successful season,” said Schwensen.

Sophomore Erica Stein runs to get a ground
ball hit to her in practice.  (Photo By Jessica
Conway)
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Trojan teachers
voice their choice
By Nataliya Chornak

To reward that special
student who performs well in
class and demonstrates a
positive attitude and work
ethic, teachers have made
their selections for the Tro-
jan Choice Award.

The award was a new
one last year, and two stu-
dents on this year’s list have
also been chosen this year.
The repeat winners are Eric
Tweedy, chosen by Mr. Gies,
and Mitcher Barnes, chosen
by Mr. Sauber.  Mr. Cooper
and Mr. Anderson selected
Tweedy and Barnes last year.

 “I felt very honored to
be chosen by Mr. Sauber.
Math has been something
I’ve tried to work hard on
since my junior year in Mr.
Sauber’s class,” Barnes said.

Other winners and the
teachers who chose them are
as follows: Hailey Jackson-
Mr. Anderson; Jessica Spear-
Mr. Baird; Justin Davis- Mr.
Breese; Bess Miller- Mrs.
Calahan; Lucas Douglas- Mr.
Cooper; Joe Rollins- Mrs.
Cordill; Sarah Maine- Mr.
Emme; Jamie Wilcox- Mrs.
Garretson; Kristina Gribble-
Mr. Haxton; Abby Staab-
Mrs. Hess; Becky Breer- Mr.
Kolzow; Leigh Bolte- Mr.
Krehbiel; Lucas Bolte- Mr.
Lilly; Jessica Conway- Mr.
McClure; Breanna Kuhlman-
Ms. Rice; Casey Isaacson-
Mr. Sager; Brooke Kent- Ms.
Schwensen; Brandon Harrod-
Mrs. Smith; Ryan Bartlett- Mr.
Swanson; Andrew Breer- Mr.
Tuzicka; Alicia Pavkov- Mr.
Wagner; Kelsey Short- Mrs.
White and  Jason Zeller- Mr.
Williams.

Students were recog-
nized by teachers at the break-
fast which they attended with
their parents and grandpar-
ents this morning.

By Jessica Conway
Time will be standing still

for some prom-goers as they ex-
perience “A Moment in Time,”
the theme for the 2003 Southeast
of Saline prom.

Prom will be held Saturday,
April 5 at 8:00 p.m. at the Rolling
Hills Conference Center.

Immediately following will

By Jessica Conway
Fast and furious, that’s

the way vocal teacher Mr. Bill
Tuzicka predicts the Regional
Music Contest April 5 in Man-
hattan to happen.

The vocal and band
classes will be taking 21 solo-
ists and seven ensembles to
perform at the contest. The
group includes the freshman
and high school vocal classes,
the band class, the madrigal
singers, a girls’ vocal ensemble
and a guys’ vocal ensemble
along with the solos.

The soloists include
Emily Henry, Shai Elliot,
Kelsey Lynn, Kelsey Delker,
Jakki Jirak, Rachael Flax,
Genell Heimer, Amanda Ziegler

Rachael Flax performs “Hero”
at a patriotic assembly near the
beginning of the year. She will
also be performing a solo at the
Regional Music contest April
5. (Photo by Sarah Maine)

Music students make plans for regional contest

By Shai Elliott
The cast has been chosen

for The Dragon Double Feature,
and the players are preparing for
their May 9 and 10 perfor-
mances.

Director, Mr. Terry Ander-
son decided to do two short
children’s plays in the spring.
“The Timid Dragon” and “The
Invisible Dragon” are brief
fairytale plays geared toward
kids.

“The Timid Dragon” is a
story of a town that finds out
that the dragon that they
thought was terrorizing them re-

and April Ptacek with girls’
vocal solos; Manuel Frater,
Ben Ryan, Jason Korbelik,
Chris Weller and Mark
McClure with boys’ vocal so-
los and Mark McClure, Eva
Spare, Amanda Repp and
Breanna Kuhlman with instru-
mental solos.

“It’s going to be a fast
and furious day,” Tuzicka said.
“We’re taking 21 soloists and
seven ensembles all to be done
by noon. We’re performing
against 4A, 5A and 6A schools.
It will be an interesting day.”

The students that get at
least a 1 rating at regional will
move on to the state music
contest held here at SES on
April 26.

ally wasn’t as bad as their initial
perception.

“The Invisible Dragon” is
about a happy kingdom with an
unhappy princess who is made
happy when a dragon hunting
prince arrives.

Characters in “The Invis-
ible Dragon are as follows: Sto-
ryteller, Shai Elliott; Stage
mangager; Amber Earles; King,
Coy Cox; Queen, Kristy Roe;
Princess, Taylor Garretson, and
Prince, Ben Ryan.

Townspeople include Jen-
nifer Kempton, Megan Peterson,
Lacey Bruggeman, Kyle

Hawkes, Jessica Spear, Mitch
Davis,Bridgette Blomquist, and
Tammi Verhoeff.

Characters for “The Timid
Dragon” are Una, Megan Peter-
son; Agnes,Taylor Garretson;
Graspa, Autumn Butler;
Jessica,Tammi Verhoeff; Adele,
Emily Henry; Marilyn, Amber
Earles; Shiftless, Mitchell Davis;
Bluster, Coy Cox; Damsel, Lacey
Bruggeman; Queen, Mandy
Preston; Egbert, Kyle Hawkes;
Lydia, Kelsey Delker; Dragon,
Kristy Roe; and Director’s As-
sistant, Jessica  Spear.

be After Prom held at the bowl-
ing alley until 4:00 a.m.

The juniors have made ap-
proximately $4,500 from maga-
zine sales and working all foot-
ball concession stands. Part of
that money will be spent on prom;
the rest will be carried over for
use in their senior year. Like last
year’s juniors, they will give at-

tendees photo albums rather
than the traditional goblets.

Junior class sponsor and
science teacher Mrs. Katie Hess
said that she believes the class
will do a good job with prom
preparations.

“I think it will go well,” she
said.

Prom-goers to expierence “A Moment in Time”

SES Drama presents The Dragon Double Feature


