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Mitcher Barnes (Demetrius) gets a surprise kiss from Meladee Garst (Helena) during play rehearsal.  See the story on page 12.  (Photo
by Mr. Terry Anderson)
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If you could clone anything, what would you clone?

“Food for the starving.”
Amanda Zeigler-Sr.

“Bon-jovi”
Saioa Arostigui-Sr.

“My dog ‘Toby’ and
diamonds.”
Kelsey Short-Sr.

“Kurt Kobain”
Kelsey Delker-Jr.

By Tammi Verhoeff
We have reached a new frontier in sci-

ence.  The question is no longer “Can we?”
but “Should we?”

There is a moral balance between man
and nature, a line we have stretched through-
out the years.  We are now on the brink.  For
years we have tried to figure out where we
came from; now we are asking ourselves
where we can be.

The answer, at least to anyone in the
Raelian Movement, is that we can be immor-
tal.  The Raelian Movement is an interna-
tional religious organization that claims a
human extraterrestrial race called Elohim used
DNA and genetic engineering to create life
on Earth.

It also claims that Jesus was resur-
rected using an advanced cloning technique
performed by Elohim.  Finally and most im-
portantly, they have claimed to have suc-
cessfully cloned the first human: Baby Eve.

Many scientists dispute the Raelians’
claim, but if the Raelians haven’t actually
cloned a human, then someone else will –
but that’s not a good thing.

Just because we have the technology
to become God does not give us the right to
play that role.  Just because you can clone a

man doesn’t mean you should.
What is the point of cloning in the first

place?  Why do we need to be immortal?
Only those with huge egos would want to
be cloned and who wants a race of egotists
roaming the earth?

Another reason we shouldn’t clone is
the cloning diminishes the mystery to life.  If
the world has a lot of clones, people wouldn’t
see clones as fully human.  Violence would
be a game.  We would kill for the sake of
killing.

If cloning becomes commonplace the
population would explode, and we would be
questioning whether or not we were man or
machine.

The question used to be: When does
human life begin?  That question was asked
to address abortion.  Now, at the other end
of the spectrum, the question is:  Where does
life end?

Americans have not reached closure
on where life begins and already we have a
new question of where life ends.

The ability to make intelligent deci-
sions separates us from the savages.  The
intelligent decision is to abandon cloning
and realize that you can’t live forever on this
earth.

Cloning is for egotists
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FFA students place at Abilene

By Shai Elliott
Saturday, the Big Brothers/Big Sis-

ters (BB/BS) of Saline County will par-
ticipate in Bowl for Kids Sake at All Star
Lanes in Salina.

Bowl for Kids sake is the largest lo-
cal and national fundraiser for BB/BS. Ap-
proximately 50 SES students are expected
to be in attendance.

BB/BS is a mentoring program de-
signed to match kids with caring adults
that is willing to give of themselves to help
the youth of today.

The fundraising for the event will
help BB/BS reach many more children.
The money will go to fund the following:
the recruitment and training of a “big” vol-
unteers, the matching process of a child

By Shai Elliott
The SES forensics team took first place

at Smoky Valley for their first tournament on
Saturday, Jan. 25, qualifying three team mem-
bers for State Championships.

Meladee Garst and Coy Cox took first
in Improvised Duet Acting.  Garst also took
second in humorous solo acting.

Shai Elliott took second in serious solo
acting.

All who place first or second in an event
qualify for State Championships.

The following students also placed:
Rena Fowles, fourth in prose; Elliott, fourth
in humorous solo acting; Adam Stephenson
and Rachael Flax, fourth in Improvised Duet
Acting; Calvin Roesner and Autumn Butler,
fourth in duet acting and Tammi Verhoeff, sixth
in serious solo acting.

The team was Kelsey Delker, Kristi
Roe, Elliott, Stephenson, Mitcher Barnes,
Verhoeff, Roesner, Butler, Fowles, Garst, Cox
and Flax.

The next forensics meet will be at
Abilene on Feb. 1.

By Nataliya Chornak
Erica Stein claimed a third place fin-

ish in the general
speech category in
FFA communica-
tions contest on
Jan. 15 in Abilene.

Stein placed
the highest of the
SES students who
competed with
other students from
12 different
schools.

S t u d e n t s
could test their
power in different
categories like Ag-
ricultural Commu-
nication, Agricul-
tural Sales and Speech.  Speaking was
divided into two areas: creed speaking,
where greenhands (freshmen) only were
taking part. Greenhands were required to
memorize the FFA creed and to personal-
ize it with their own gestures and move-
ments.

Kyle Maine earned tenth place with
his memorized creed speech.

Another area was general speaking
where students were supposed to brain-
storm their own speeches and present

them.  In addition to Stein, Emily Henry
entered a speech entitled “Foreign beef

is fine” and Kyle
Hawkes pre-
sented “Pesti-
cides used on
food and feed.”

In Agricul-
tural Communi-
cation, students
were required to
listen to a
speaker and then
write an article
about it. Mandy
Preston and
Abby Staab were
the fifth in this
area.

B e s i d e s
speeches, students competed in Agricul-
tural Sales also.  Roy Riffel, Coy Cox,
Mandy Preston and Emily Henry received
fourth place for their salsa project which
they were trying to “sell” to the judges.

Henry said she felt really good
about the results of the contest.

“After the contest, some of the
judges came up to us and really wanted
to buy our project,” she said.

in need to a
helpful adult,
the ongoing su-
pervision and
support of the
match, the aca-
demic, voca-
tional, cultural
and social activities and programs.

Last year’s fundraising earned more
than $3,000.  This year the organization
is trying to match that goal.

If you would like to bowl or donate
money to the organization, sponsors Mrs.
Judy White and Mr. Ray Everhart wel-
come your donation.

“I expect the event to be great fun!”
said White.

By Shai Elliott
Five students from Southeast of Saline

are finalists in the Dane Hansen Scholarship
foundation contests. Jordon Komp, Kyle
Clifford, Roy Riffel, Ben Ryan and Joe
Sparacino have all qualified for interviews for
the scholarships.

The Dane Hansen Foundation gives out
several scholarships each year.  In the schol-
arship that the SES students are vying for, the
finalists are eligible to receive $1,500 for one
year or $2,500 a year for two years.

All of the finalists had to have a 3.5
GPA, be involved in community service hours
and take a test in October.  Students were
required to take a resume and their high school
transcripts to the test site.  Of the 400 stu-
dents who took the test, 80 were finalists.

Southeast of Saline averages three to
five Dane Hansen scholarship finalists each
year.  Last year Lindsay Shirack and Melissa
Wagner each won $1,500 and Jayme Sauber
won a $2,500 scholarship renewable for one
additional year.

The interviews for the finalists are
scheduled for Feb. 10 in Logan, Kansas.

Five make Hansen finals

Forensics team takes
first at Smoky Valley

BB/BS make plans for bowling fun
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The only senior in band,Casey Krager, plays at the home basketball game with
Chapman on Jan. 17. (Photo by Nataliya Chornak)

By Nataliya Chornak
She is the only but she is not lonely. Senior Casey Krager is

the only senior in a band that has doubled in size since last year, but
she doesn’t mind.

“It doesn’t trouble me to be the only senior in band,” she said.
“I have no idea why we don’t have any other seniors. Maybe they
lost the interest.”

But she hasn’t.  In fact,
she said that being the only
senior means that she has the
opportunity to have more re-
sponsibilities, and she likes
that.

Band teacher Mr.
Quentin Breese usually del-
egates leadership responsi-
bilities to Krager. But it
doesn’t bother her in any
way as she has a lot of expe-
rience in this area.

“I have been playing
in band since fifth grade, and
I have been taking music les-
sons for four years also,” she
said.

She said that during
those seven years, she’s had
a lot of fun and earned a few
awards, too.

“I have been to many
music contests where I won
a lot of certificates and
gained recognition,” she
said.

Now she is busy working on her solo for the next contest that
will be held in April. But her achievements don’t stay in school only.

“Now I am playing at Bethany College. They needed help, so
they invited me to play with them,” she said.

One might think that playing in the college and high school

bands at the same time may be too much, but Krager loves music
and doesn’t mind taking leadership.

“People look up to me, and I need to take the leadership,” she
said.

Krager said that the band is improving tremendously.
“Our band doubled this year and we started working on more

difficult music,”
she said. “It
sounds really
good.”

Krager said
that the band’s
improvement is
more to the
teacher’s credit
than hers.

“I attribute
my success to Mr.
Breese,” she said.
“He taught me
everything; I
gained a lot of
knowledge from
him.”

She said
that her knowl-
edge and experi-
ence that she has
in music now will
greatly help her
with her future
plans.

“I hope I’ll
be able to make it through college and to double major in music
education and in music performance,” she said.

It doesn’t bother her that other seniors don’t have the same
plans.

“Other seniors can do whatever they want; it’s not going to
change my mind,” she said. “I like music; music is my life.”

By Shai Elliott
Ms. Pesha Schwensen recently won a statewide Horizon award

for exemplary first-year teachers. She was one of 23 teachers hon-
ored.

The commissioner of education contacted her with the news
on Dec. 19.

Schwensen was supported by many staff, students, and par-
ents to help her win the award by writing recommendation letters.
The letters were about instructional skills, interaction with students,
effective communication with parents, and administrative recommen-
dations.

Those who wrote the letters include Mr. Bill Tuzicka, Mr. Scott
Emme, Mrs. Katie Hess, Christina Tillman, Principal Monte Couchman,

Superintendent Dr. Bob Goodwin and Dr. Larry Sherman of Kansas
State University.

“She represents someone who is enthusiastic about what
she does in the classroom.  She is involved both in and out of the
classroom through the community and coaching,” Couchman said.

Schwensen was also required to write an essay, which ac-
companies this story, about her advice to first year teachers.

“Knowing other first-year teachers and the quality of work
they do, it’s an honor,” said Schwensen.

Editor’s Note: The essay that Schwensen wrote to win a Horizon
award follows on page five.

Schewensen wins award for exemplary new teachers

Sole senior enjoys leadership role in band
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By Jessica Conway
Alison Burt-5’6 brown hair, brown eyes. Allenay Simpson-5’3

black hair, blue eyes. They don’t look much alike but there are all
sorts of sisters out there — biological
sisters, stepsisters, sorority sisters, and
now at SES, the nose ring sisters!

Burt and Simpson aren’t the only
students with peircings but they are the
only two daring enough to pierce their
noses.

“I’ve always wanted to do it, and
my mom said it was o.k., so I decided
‘Hey, let’s go do it,’” Simpson said.

 Burtagreed.
 “I thought it was cool and my

mom wanted me to,” she said.
Even though they both got it done, it
wasn’t a joint decision.
”I guess it was a coinky-dink, but I got mine done first,” Burt said.

Simpsonagreed.
 “I think it was a coincidence,” she said. “I had talked to my

mom this summer about doing it, and then I came to school and
Allison had hers done. I was like holy cow!”

The girls disagree on one thing, though — whether it hurts.
“It depends on how you do it,” Burt said. “I had a nose screw,

so it really hurt, but Allenay just got a stub so she said it didn’t.”
Simpson confirmed that she didn’t feel getting the nose ring

waspainful.
 “When I got it pierced, it didn’t hurt,” she said. “It made my

eyes water really bad, though, so when I walked out, everybody
thought I was crying.”

  Outside of nose rings, the girls don’t share many interests.
“In my spare time I read, take care of my brother and sister and

talk to people on the internet,” Simpson said.
 “I have no spare time,” Burt said. “I’m always doing home-

work or working.”
 Despite their differences they seem very able to describe

eachother.
 “Allison is funny, fun to be around

and just an all round cool person,”
Simpson said.

 Burtagreed.
 “I’m energetic, crazy and I just plain

out rock,” Burt said. “I’m spontaneous, a
little wacky and I try to keep everyone
laughing, but when I’m grouchy you’ll
know it.”

Burt described Simpson as crazy.
“Allenay is crazy. She does things

that no one else would even think about,”
Burt said.

 “I’m fun-loving and crazy,”
Simpson said. “A person who isn’t afraid

to do anything.”
 So what’s next for these two fun-loving nose ring sisters?

”I’m working on my belly-button for my next birthday,” Simpson
said.

“Pink streaks in my hair and an eyebrow ring,” Burt said.
Though the nose piercing “sisters” are very different, they do

share taste in music.
 “My favorite person is Eminem,” Simpson said. “He’s not

afraid to give it like it is.”
 Burt agreed.
 “Eminem, definitely. He’s H-O-T-T Hott!”
Their nose rings haven’t brought the girls closer, but they

agree that it has given them something to talk about.
“Well, we aren’t any closer than we were before,” Burt said.

“but now we can talk about our nose rings.”
 Simpsonagreed.
 “We have something in common now,” she said. “We can

talk about what nose rings we’ll get next.”

By Ms. Pesha Schwensen
The most

important thing
to remember
when teaching is
to be spontane-
ous.  I, like many
of my students,
tend to have a
short attention
span and often
change my
mind.  Rather
than force myself to stay on task and to fol-
low my lesson plan exactly I allow myself to
stray briefly off the beaten path to explore
another line of thought or for more in depth

Schwensen emphasizes spontaneity in Horizon essay
study of a topic which the students find in-
teresting.  I don’t give myself a definite time
line.  Instead, I follow the students’ thoughts
and interests, guiding them toward the core
of material.

I also find it important to use a va-
riety of activities to keep myself and my stu-
dents involved in the lesson.  It is not a
strange occurrence for me to stand on my
prep table and throw things across the room,
against the wall or drop them from varying
heights.  If an idea strikes me in the middle of
a lesson, I try it. We may stop n the middle of
a lecture and head off to ride the elevator in
order to see first hand the effects of gravity.
I may say, “hold that thought,” pull some

objects out of drawers and do a split second
demonstration in order to answer a student’s
question.

This flexibility allows my students
to feel comfortable thinking outside the box
or asking a question which may be a bit off
topic.  Direct involvement in the lesson gives
me a better grasp of when the students are
getting bored or lost, and I am more able to
adapt the lesson accordingly.  Perhaps, most
importantly, it makes the lesson fun for me
and that is contagious.  In short, don’t be-
come overly caught up in planning, timing
and boundaries.  Let your personality shine
through and allow yourself and your stu-
dents the luxury of spontaneity.

Nose ring sisters ‘born’ at Southeast
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Opinion
By Jessica Yum

Because of recent newspaper reports of
North Korea’s capability of developing nuclear
weapons, Americans are getting to know more
about Korea.

There seems
to be much concern
in America about
North Korea’s
nuclear potential.
However, we who
live in South Korea
aren’t nearly as con-
cerned.

South Kore-
ans registered no
shock or surprise or
fear when they heard
of North Korea’s nuclear capability. It may seem
strange to Americans because usually when
people hear that a nearby country is making
nuclear bombs and has great possibility of a war,
they’ll get threatened and the economy will get
really bad, and it might even collapse.

But South Koreans are accustomed to liv-
ing with the threat that North Korea might unex-
pectedly attack South Korea at sometime. And
actually nothing really serious has happened for
50 years between the two Koreas, so most people
in my generation don’t have the experience of
war and therefore are not afraid.

The two Koreas have been divided since
1945, and had the Korean War in 1950. The So-
viet Union was on North Korea’s side and the
U.S helped South Korea gain its freedom.  With
50 years of stability, South Koreans aren’t very
concerned about a North Korean military action.

Probably what scares South Koreans the
most about North Korea is not an unexpected
takeover but rather an unexpected reunification.
If North Korea suddenly collapses due to in-
creasing defection of their people, a military over-
throw of the government, or rebellion within the
high administration, it can lead to reunification.

The estimated expense of reunification
right now is over $285 billion. After that huge
initial expense, half of Korea’s total tax income
would be spent for North Korea’s improvement
system for about ten years.

Finally, reunification would cause South
Koreans’ standard of living to retreat about 10%.
The scenario South Korea wants is for North
Korea to gradually improve its economy and then
reunite with South Korea.

is sincere about opening peace talks and trade
discussions with the rest of the world because
they have no other choice.

Also, recently the U.S. re-offered the pos-
sibility of energy and agricultural aid to North
Korea if they give up their nuclear ambitions.
South Korea will keep applying the sunshine
policy to North Korea. The sunshine policy is
known officially as the Policy of Reconciliation
and Cooperation toward North Korea.

The United States still continues to talk
about the war, but they should realize what South
Koreans already know – that North Korea is not
a nuclear threat. They are simply trying to get
foreign support.

The U.S. should give that support and
adopt its own sunshine policy toward North
Korea and therefore not only save the world from
war but also save thousands of North Korean
children from starvation.

By Tammi Verhoeff
“In times of peace, prepare for war.”
To junior Jami Brown this quote hits

close to home…a little too close.
On Jan. 18, her father Mr. Jim Brown

left on a nine-month Peacekeeping Mis-
sion in Bosnia.

“It’s hard because
I think of all the things
that he will be missing
out on,” Jami said.

Those things in-
clude the restl of Jami’s
junior basketball sea-
son, junior prom, sum-
mer of basketball and
softball, her 18th birth-
day, vocal regionals,
track, her little sister
Kelsey Brown’s eighth
grade graduation, Kelsey’s basketball
league, Kelsey’s 14th birthday, Jim’s 45th

birthday and Jim’s  granddaughters first
birthday and all holidays inbetween.

“I’m both sad and angry that he had
to go.  I’m also nervous because I don’t
know how different we’ll be when he gets
back,” Jami said.

Jim will has departed for Germany
and will stay for a week to finish training

Southeast dad goes to Bosnia

South Korea not shocked over North Korea’s nukes
WAR! Uh! Yeah! What is it

The crisis of North Korea’s nuclear weap-
onry is not a military problem but rather an eco-
nomic problem. North Korea’s policy when they
need to manage their urgent economic crises is to
shake the nuclear card once in a while to get assis-
tance from other countries.

This is understandable because if, by the
end of this year, there is no supply of food from
outside of North Korea, 4,000,000 of North
Korea’s children could die of starvation. The ma-
jority of North Korean kids are suffering from
diseases and chronic malnutrition.

First, it seemed like there was a military
showdown between the U.S. and North Korea,
but now the situation is changing. South Korea’s
newly-elected president Roh said that North
Korea wants to escape from its status as a rogue
state and is serious about reforming its decrepit
economic system. He also said that North Korea

to go to Bosnia.  While in Bosnia he will
be in charge of mandating the 1996 Day-
ton Peace Accords.

Under the 1996 Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, Bosnia’s central government sub-
mits a list of suspected war criminals to
the United Nations War Crimes Tribunal

for screening.
Though the war isn’t
raging yet, the threat
is enough to have a
soldier like Jim
Brown deployed to
far parts of the
world.

“Since, the
war hasn’t occured
yet, it doesn’t feel so
close to home.  If we

do go to war, I’m going to go crazy waiting
to hear his call every day to ensure that
nothing has happened to him,” Jami said.

Though it’s hard to have her dad so
far away, Jami takes comfort in her ability
to communicate with him.

“We’ll be able to keep contact
through the computer, telephone and care
packages so I can always keep him up-
dated,” Jami said.
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Opinion
By Tammi Verhoeff

“Uncle Sam wants You!”
And who exactly is you?   You are that

18-year-old high school student ready to go
to prom.  You are the football player who
almost made it to the state championship.
You are the teenager who still sits at home in
front of your T.V. trying to defeat the final
level in Diablo.  You are the perfect soldier.

Recently, Mr. Rex Cooper asked each
male student in government class: “If the
draft is reinstated, would you go and fight?”

Each senior male raised his head high
and in a steady voice said he would be will-
ing to die for his country if he were asked to.
They said it with a solemn look on their face
and pride in their eyes.

I sat there stunned.
There was no way I would allow my

fellow classmates to die for freedom, they
were going to fight for freedom, but their
freedom to choose to go has been stripped
from them.  Even if I had to hide them myself,
I would not let them go and fight.  All of a
sudden, this threat of war that was a bazillion
miles away became personal.

Cooper’s classroom exercise followed
up on comments by Rep. Charles Rangel,
who has suggested reinstating the draft, not
because he believes the bill will be passed,
but to make the potential war with Iraq be-

and prove our strength.
Sadam Hussien has, until recently, re-

sisted the inspections that he had agreed to
after the 1991 war, and he has used oil and
artillery to call our bluff.  So far it looks as
though he is winning.

But this isn’t what young boys are
thinking of when they are asked to “Be all
that they can be.”  This war is a life-size ver-
sion of their seven-year-old fantasy.  They
want to play the hero.  This is the opportu-
nity to become Rambo or John Claude Van
Dam.

They see the pictures and statues of
fallen firefighters and wonder about what
kind of recognition they will receive.  It’s the
sense of immortality that goes with their name
on a wall.  It’s the war stories they hope to
one day share.  It’s another American dream
guilded over in red, white and blue.

It’s also nature.  Young men detest the
threat of another dominant male species.  The
testosterone levels are off the charts. It’s time
to protect our territory so we can stay at the
top of the food chain.

Since the patriotic pride of 9-11 has
faded, we are searching for a cause to fight.

We built this country on freedom and
religion.  We teach a boy the ten command-
ments, then draft a boy, give a boy a gun
and train him to kill.   Irony?

come more personal.
Talk of a draft surely made it personal

for me, and it made me think.
Sure, most of the United States is ready

to drop everything and fight, but they are
forgetting that fighting results in death.

Reinstating the draft would be disas-
trous to our nation.  We did not win in Viet-
nam, not because we didn’t have the means
to win, but because we had a lot of boys
wearing soldiers’ uniforms fighting for a
cause they didn’t believe in, in a place they
didn’t want to be.

By drafting young boys, we ask them
to throw away their dreams that they were
brought up with, dreams fed with freedom;
dreams of fighting for freedom.  But if they’re
drafted, that freedom does not apply to them.
To be forced to fight is to take away free-
dom, which is what this country was built
upon.

Do the young men understand the rea-
son why they are fighting? Protecting free-
dom may be one reason, but it isn’t the sole
cause.

The most obvious reason to fight is
rage.  We have been unable to track Osama
Bin Laden to take out all the anger and fear
out on him that we have had bottled up in-
side since 9/11.  We need an outlet for our
pain, and Iraq has presented itself quite well.
Iraq has been taunting us for years to come

“Duty.  It’s service for
your country.”
-Daniel Carr, Sr.

“Freedom and pride.”
-Jason Korbelick, Sr.

“Peace and Love.”
-Tucker Weese, Sr.

“Southeast of Saline.”
Kyle Clifford, Sr.

If you were drafted, why would you fight?

good for? Absolutely Nothin’!

Boy soldiers will not win the war without freedom
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As of Dec. 11, 2002 state graduation
requirements have been changed.

The final decision of the Kansas State
Board of Education was to require an addi-
tional class in mathematics, in science and
in fine arts.

The final change mandates four units
of English, three of mathematics, three units
of Science, three units of History/Govern-
ment, one unit of PE/Health+, one unit of
Fine Arts and six electives, leaving the total
of 21 requirements the same.

The new requirements will not come
into effect until the school year of 2005-2006.
Thus, the first graduating class affected will
be this year’s sixth graders.

According to Alexa Pochowski writ-
ing for the KSDE website, two task forces
reviewed the past graduation requirements,
one in 1997 and another in 2001. Both agreed
graduation requirements should be reexam-
ined and changed to ensure that all students
were being properly prepared for life after
high school.

By Jessica Conway

State board adopts new graduation requirements

By Jessica Conway
Chemistry vs. Claudia. Who

can choose between a beloved daugh-
ter and a beloved career? SES sci-
ence teacher Mrs. Katie Hess has
had to make just that decision.

“It was very hard to come to
this decision,” Hess said. “I am an
active person and work is all I know.
Last summer was the first summer
that I have been ‘off’ since the sixth
grade. I have always worked or taken
classes or a combination of the two.”

So why give up something
you love so much? For a greater love.

“I want to spend more qual-
ity time with my family,” Hess said.
“I’d love to have a second child. We
will see what happens there.”

Hess has had plenty of support in this difficult decision.
“My husband is very supportive and has been my rock for the past

16 years,”
Hess said. “We have been married 10 years in May. We dated six

years before that.”
Hess isn’t giving up her career totally. She’s just opting for a less

busy one.
“Weekly I spend about 60 plus hours on average at the school. There

are some weeks that I spend 75-80 hours doing work for the school,” Hess
said.

“I will now be a co-director to an after-school program at Abilene
Middle School. When I work as a co-director I have no doubt that I’ll spend
excessive amounts of time on work, but I will have about five months off
with my career change. In the months off, I’ll not spend much time on
work. I’ll work from August to December and again from April to June.”

Hess said she is a little worried because she’ll have a cut in pay, but
she can’t put a price on family.

“I will take a cut in pay,” Hess said. “A person worries about
finances when making a move like this, but how do you put a price tag on
spending time with your family?”

Hess is excited about her new job but scared too.
“I hope the transition will go well, but teaching is all that I am used

to doing,” Hess said. “I am excited but scared to leave the teaching profes-
sion.”

While Hess thinks it’s an over-all good decision, there is one thing
that really bothers her, leaving her students.

“I feel awful about leaving my students,” Hess said. “I have estab-
lished relationships with my students and I care very deeply about what
happens to each and every one.”

Hess said she enjoyed teaching at SES and will miss it often.
“SES is a wonderful place to teach. I will miss it daily,” she said.
So in the end a beloved daughter or a beloved career? It’s really no

choice. Hess said she just needs a break from her beloved career to spend
time with a beloved daughter.

“I hope the faculty, administration, and students would want me
back,”

Hess said. “I consider my leaving as taking a break from my teaching
career. I need to spend more time with my family. I still plan to teach in the
future.”

Beloved career vs. beloved daughter: Hess makes choice

High school principal Monte
Couchman said he doesn’t believe South-
east will be affected too much by the new
requirements and won’t be making plans for
another couple years.

“Based on what KSDE has provided
so far, it appears that we have several years
before any changes to curriculum, course
offerings or teacher schedules need to be
made,” Couchman said. “It won’t be until
the current sixth grade class is in their junior
year of high school that the increased math
and science requirements would have an
impact.”

Couchman said he approves of high
expectations for the students, but believes
that the Kansas Association of School
Boards may be too restrictive.

“There is certainly nothing wrong with
having high expectations for student learn-
ing.  I think the challenge for us will be in
developing appropriate coursework and cur-
riculum so that all students benefit from these
required courses and that the new courses

don’t become a roadblock for graduation,”
Couchman said.

Couchman said he believes the gradu-
ation requirements too restrictive, they don’t
allow for much room in getting students into
their choice of electives, especially with
classes like FACS, Journalism, and other non-
required courses.

“I believe that the Kansas Associa-
tion of School Boards should provide more
guidance and less restrictive policies...I fear
that these new graduation requirements will
become another in a long list of unfunded
mandates that local schools are forced to
pay for.”

However, Couchman has no fears that
both students and staff will be able to handle
the new requirements with ease.

“We have excellent students and qual-
ity staff,” Couchman said. “I believe that
both groups will meet all of these new chal-
lenges being placed before us and SES will
remain a school of distinction.”
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By Mitcher Barnes
The NFL season ended with the

Tampa Bay Buccaneers beating the Oakland
Raiders 48-21 in Super Bowl XXXVII.  Most
people would think that the NFL season is
done following the annual pro bowl. On the
contrary, preparations
begin for next season
with the upcoming NFL
draft.

The 2003 NFL
draft will be held on
April 19-20.  The 2003
NFL draft is fueled by
a group of graduates
and underclassmen
that might make this draft one of the deepest
overall drafts in recent history.

Kansas State’s Terrence Newman,
USC’s Carson Palmer, Penn State’s Larry
Johnson, and Marshall’s Byron Leftwich
lead a strong group of seniors this year.

Heisman Trophy winner Carson
Palmer is almost a lock to be the number
one pick.  Palmer set records at USC this
season for completion percentage (63.2),
passing yards (3,942) and touchdowns (33).
It’s Palmer’s strong arm and efficient pass-
ing motion that makes him a lock to be the
first pick.  Palmer, however, won’t get
awarded being selected first.  The lowly Cin-
cinnati Bengals have this year’s first pick.  If
the Bengals elect to draft him and not trade
their pick, it might be a long and rocky road
for Palmer.

Penn State’s Larry Johnson led the
nation in rushing yards this year with 2,015
yards on 251 carries, setting an NCAA record
with an average of 8.02 yards per carry. The
previous record was held by Nebraska’s
Mike Rozier (7.8) in 1983.  However, the
Heisman finalist might not hear his name
called early.  Scouts suspect that Johnson
lacks the break away speed.  Unless Johnson
performs well at the combine in February,
his draft position will drop.

Coming into the 2002 season,
Marshall’s Byron Leftwich was considered
an early favorite to win the Heisman.  Unlike
many preseason Heisman candidates,
Leftwich did not disappoint fans this sea-
son.  He threw for 4,268, completed 67.4 per-
cent of his passes, and 30 touchdowns.

Leftwich is 6-6 and 240 lbs., which
draws him comparisons to Minnesota Vi-
kings star quarterback Dante Culpepper.

Some scouts think Leftwich is the best quar-
terback in the draft, better than Carson
Palmer.  Leftwich could go as high as the
first pick but will almost certainly be drafted
in the top five.

Terence Newman is considered by his
coach Bill Snyder to be the best player he
has ever coached.  Newman, a fifth-year se-
nior, won the Jim Thorpe award this past
season given to the nation’s best defensive
back.  Newman’s blazing recovery speed
entices teams to draft him high.

Newman is considered to be a shut
down defensive back.  Defensives in the NFL
thrive off shutdown defensive backs; it al-
lows defenses to shut down one side of the
field so they can focus on the other two-
thirds of the field.  Newman is a hot com-
modity heading into this years draft and
could hear his name called in the top five.

 Along with Newman, Kansas State
fans are losing underclassmen Terry Pierce.
Pierce is one of the best linebackers in K-
State history.  Pierce was second on the team
this season with 110 tackles.

Those of you who remember Kansas
State’s Holiday Bowl game against Arizona
State should remember standout defensive
end Terrell Suggs.  Suggs broke the colle-
giate record in sacks this past season with
24.  Suggs will be a “tweener” in the NFL
though because of his 6-5 255 frame.

He is very similar to former University
of California star Andre Carter.  Carter has
had a lot of success in just his second sea-
son with the 49ers where he collected 12.5
sacks.  Suggs has a quicker first step than
Carter and should find himself a top 10 pick
this April.

The running back position in the draft
has benefited from early entries.  University
of Miami running back Willis McGahee de-
clared himself eligible.  McGahee should be
a very familiar name to Ohio State fans.  Ohio
State cornerback Will Allen’s gruesome hit
ended McGahee’s season.

Most thought that the injury was so
severe that McGahee wouldn’t have even
considered entering the NFL this season.
However, after McGahee had the three-hour
surgery to repair his torn ACL and MCL,
doctors say he will make a full recovery.  If
McGahee hadn’t been injured it is almost
certain that he would have been a top 10
pick.  With the injury, the Heisman finalist
might have to wait until the fourth or fifth

round to hear his name called.
Besides McGahee’s early entry,

Colorado’s Chris Brown, Georgia’s Musa
Smith, and LSU’s LaBrandon Toefield all left
early.   Brown is the only one who might be
drafted in the first round.  He’ll have to con-
vince scouts though that his fumbling prob-
lem has been solved.  Brown coughed up
the ball three times in one game last season
against Colorado State.

Wide Receivers Charles Rogers,
Andre Johnson, and Kelley Washington all
declared themselves eligible for this year’s
draft.  Rogers won the Biletnikoff Award
given to the nation’s top collegiate receiver
this past season.  Rogers should be a top
five pick.

The Detroit Lions quarterback, Joey
Harrington, desperately needs a big play re-
ceiver.  Rogers is a special player and would
be the best receiver Detroit has had since
Herman Moore.

Miami’s Andre Johnson, a relative of
NFL star wide receiver Keyshawn Johnson,
could be the fastest receiver in this year’s
draft.  His speed and big play ability makes
him a top 10 pick.

Coming into this season the Tennes-
see Volunteers expected and hoped for big
things from sophomore star receiver Kelley
Washington.  However, Washington suf-
fered injuries and was only able to play in
four games.  Washington’s 6-4, 225-pound
frame makes him a huge target for quarter-
backs.

 If Washington hadn’t been  injured
and played to his capability it is almost cer-
tain that Washington would have been a top
15 pick.  Because of the injuries, though,
Washington will slip.  No one has questioned
Washington’s talent, but his temper and con-
flict with players might make teams think
twice about taking him high.  If he slips to
San Francisco, he might be playing along
side the player he resembles most, Terrell
Owens.

This years NFL Draft looks to be as
strong as a draft as we’ve seen in years.  This
years draft is particularly strong because of
early entries.  But not every first round draft
pick will be a savior to their team.  The thing
to remember about the NFL draft is that for
every Michael Vick and John Elway, there is
always a Jeff George or a Ki-Jana Carter.  You
don’t know what type of players you drafted
until years down the road.

NFL draft looks to be one to remember



Trojan Boys at a Glance

Sports Box
By Mitcher Barnes

Boys’ Basketball

Lost Springs-Centre 59-53L
Sacred Heart 64-50L
Beloit 68-49L
Minneapolis 79-52L
Belleville 39-52L
Smoky Valley 57-74L
Russell 62-71L
Chapman 64-54L
Council Grove 47-44L
Salina Inv. Tny. (5th 2-1)
Sacred Heart 61-73L
Clay Center 70-61W
Concordia 51-47 W
Ellsworth 67-55W

Record:  3-10

Girls’ Basketball

Lost Springs-Centre 76-38W
Sacred Heart 34-55L
Beloit 61-51W
Minneapolis 64-44W
Belleville 64-42W
Smoky Valley 74-57W
Russell 71-57W
Chapman 67-56W
Council Grove 66-46W
Ellsworth 54-34W
SES Girl’s Tourney
Ellsworth 50-38W

Record:  10-1

Wrestling

Dual Ellsworth Won
Lincoln Quad 2nd
Minneapolis Inv 2nd
Duel Beloit Won
Minneapolis Inv. 8/12
Crossroads Inv. 7/12
Dual Belleville Won
Ellsworth Inv 7/12
Halstead Inv Trny 10/21
Triangular Won
(Haven, St. John’s)

Record:  7-0
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By Mitcher Barnes
On Tuesday, the Southeast of Saline

Trojans strung together three victories in a
row by beating Ellsworth 67-55.

The Trojans had the game well in hand
in the first quarter after their relentless de-
fense started them on a 14-0 a run, giving
them a 16-4 lead at the end of the quarter.

In second half the Trojans found them-
selves up by as many as 25 points.  Senior
Jordon Komp came away with a game high
18 points.

Senior Jay Knopf chipped in an addi-
tional 14 points.  Even though the Trojans
won, senior Matt Garretson pointed out that
it wasn’t their strongest outing of the sea-
son.

“We played well, but we felt we could
have executed better on the offensive end,”
said Garretson

 Last week, The Southeast of Saline
Trojans headed into the Salina Invitational
Tournament as the underdogs, seeded dead
last among the eight teams, but surprised
everyone except themselves by finishing
fifth.

“Our goal was to go 2-1 in the tourna-
ment.  We thought it was a stretch to go 3-0.
We didn’t care which two games we won;
we just wanted to win two games,” said
Coach Swanson.

  The Trojans started the tournament

against the Sacred Heart Knights, the num-
ber one seed.  The Trojans fared well against
the number one seed going into half time
tied 24 all, but a 28-5 third quarter dashed
the Trojans’ chances of upsetting the
Knights.

In that game, though, the Trojans
showed the ability to compete against any-
one.  Komp’s 16 fourth-quarter points almost
brought the Trojans back, after their third
quarter meltdown.

In the Trojans’ next game against Clay
Center, the Trojans came out with the inten-
sity that they showed against the Knights.
This time, though, the Trojans put together
a complete game and came away with their
first victory, 70-61, over Clay Center.

“We’ve been close to winning other
times, and it felt good to get a win,” Komp
said.  Matt (Garretson) stepped up for us
and hit some key shots down the stretch.”

The Trojans then competed for fifth
and sixth place against the Concordia Pan-
thers.  The Panther’s Jared Goedert was com-
ing off a 38-point performance, but Komp
and Knopf held Goedert to just12 points.

Senior Ben Ryan hit three, three point-
ers in the second half to seal the Trojans’
victory 61-57.

“I was happy to be able to hit some
big shots and help the team win,” said Ben
Ryan.

Senior center Jay Knopf goes up for a shot against Chapman.  The Trojans lost 64-54.
(Photo By Nataliya Chornak)

Trojan boys make it three in a row
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Wrestlers win Tuesday to post 7-0 record
By Coy Cox

The Southeast of Saline Trojan wrestling squad improved to 7
– 0 building off the great start at the beginning of the season.

On Tuesday night, the Trojans hosted a double dual against
Hesston and Remington. The Trojans remained undefeated with a
close win over Remington 33 – 27.

After the match, Head Coach Jeff Tanner told his wrestlers
that it was good to win but they’d need to do better to remain
undefeated.

“That was a close one, and if we wrestle like that against
Hesston, we won’t be undefeated much longer,” Tanner said.

After the break, the Trojans were ready to prove to him they
were worthy of being undefeated. Hesston had beat Remington 54 –
18, and the Trojans knew they would be facing a tough opponent.

The Trojans led early but soon fell behind by three. The piv-
otal moment in the evening came down to 171-pound senior Matt
Lacy’s match.  Lacey came through and pinned his opponent and
the Trojans then went ahead 36 – 33.

Nick Trout then got a bye to get six more points. The Trojans
won 42 – 33. “They came through against Hesston,” Tanner said.
We will find out how good we are when we go up against two good
Lincoln and Minneapolis teams.”

Sophomore Adam Spaeny said that the team had overcome
adversity to win on Tuesday.

“We won these two duals without Jacob Schopf (171 lbs.),

and Coy Cox, (125 lbs.),” he said. “Those are two good wrestlers
that we usually have but didn’t this week.”

Both are out with injuries. They are both set to be back by
next week with regional and state right around the corner.

Sophomore Austin Barnes performs a crossbody ride on senior
Josh Novak of Remington on Tuesday Jan. 28.(Photo by Coy Cox)

Senior point guard Emily Eilders drives past
a Chapman opponent in a 67-56 win on
Jan. 14.  (Photo by Nataliya Chornak)

Lady Trojans lose heart stopper
By Mitcher Barnes

The Southeast of Saline Trojans fell
one game short of the championship game,
losing a heartbreaker 49-42 against the
Hillsboro Trojans last night at the South-
east of Saline Invitational tournament .

In the beginning of the game, South-
east of Saline came out slow and fell be-
hind early in the first quarter 8-13.
Hillsboro’s zone defense made it tough for
Southeast to get the ball down low to
sophomore Jessica Swanson in the first
half .

In the first half, Southeast fell be-
hind as much as seven points.  Near the
end of the half, however, senior Jamie
Schropp hit a three pointer cutting
Hillsboro’s half-time lead to 24-21.

In the second half, sophomore
Chantay Seim came up big for Southeast.
Seim brought Southeast back within two
points with 4:25 left in the game by hit-
ting an NBA-range three pointer.  How-
ever, a pivotal moment came when
Swanson collected her fifth foul with
four minutes left in the game.

With less than two minutes, South-
east found themselves within two points
when Seim intercepted a pass and scored.
That was the closest Southeast would get
though.

Hillsboro was able to stop
Southeast’s attempts to get the game any
closer by hitting free throws down the
stretch.

The loss puts Southeast in tonight’s
third place game at 6:30 against the
Abilene Cowgirls.

In Southeast’s first game of the
tournament, Coach Wayne Sager led his
number-one seeded Trojans to a 58 – 30
romp over Ellsworth.

It was the second meeting for the
two teams in the last seven days.  The
Trojans won the previous game 54-34.

The Trojan victory was due to re-
lentless pressure that caused 10 first-
quarter Bearcat turnovers.

Sophomore Chantay Seim had a
game high 18 points.  Senior Jamie
Schropp also added an additional 11
points.
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Theseus....................................Brad Brack
Hippolyta.........................Mandy Preston
Lysander.............................Brian Korbelik
Demetrius.......................Mitcher Barnes
Helena.................................Meladee Garst
Hermia....................................Rachael Flax
Bottom (Pyramus)............Jason Korbelik
Sister Mary Peter Quince.........Kristi Roe
Snout (the wall)................Calvin Roesner
Snug (the lion).....................Amber Earles
Flute (Thisbe)........................Emily Henry
Starveling (Moonshine)......Scott Sauber
Oberon........................Adam Stephenson
Peaseblossom.....................Kelsey Delker
Puck.......................................Logan Henry
Egeus.....................................Scott Sauber
Liberace...............................Joe Sparacino
Titania.......................................Shai Elliott
Cobweb........................Lacey Bruggeman
Mustardseed..........Stephanie McDowell
Phyllis..................................Genell Heimer
Moth...........................................Jakki Jirak
Fairies..........................................Jamie Bush
Jesica Brown, Jessica Conway, Allison St.
Clair, Shauna Baldwin, Eva Spare,Joni
Heimer, Susan Repp, and Jessica Spear

Cast
By Mitcher Barnes

William Shakespeare’s beloved play
“A Mid Summer Nights Dream” is coming to
Southeast of Saline – but with a twist.  Di-
rector Terry Anderson has decided to incor-
porate his own interpretation of “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” by setting it in the 1950s.

Examples of this are King Theseus
(Brad Brock) as John Wayne, Oberon (Adam
Stephenson), king of the fairies, as Elvis,
young Demetrius (Mitcher Barnes) as a nerd,
Titania (Shai Elliot) as Marilyn Monroe, and
the piano man (Joe Sparacino) as Liberace.”

“Doing Shakespeare is a daunting
task. Luckily, we have the students who are
able to pull it off, at least I hope. If we don’t
get it right, the Bard won’t be back on the
SES stage again anytime soon,” Anderson
said.

It will debut on Feb. 27 and run until
March 1.

The play has four groups of charac-
ters – the royalty, the fairies, the lovers, and
the rude mechanicals.The twisted group of
lovers includes Demetrius (Barnes) and

Hermia (Rachael Flax) and Lysander (Brian
Korbelik) and Helena (Garst).

Hermia and Lysander love each other,
but her father Theseus wants her to marry
Demetrius.  Demetrius loves Hermia, but he
is loved by her acquaintance Helena.

When Hermia and Lysander run off
together, Helena tells Demetrius, and he
chases after them, with Helena chasing him.
There is also a play within the play — a
company of Athenian workingmen headed
by Nick Bottom (Jason Korbelik), the
weaver.

The action centers on a magical spell
cast by the mischievous fairy Puck on the
young lovers, but it is overseen by Oberon.
The spell confuses the desires of the two
sets of lovers and causes Titania to fall in
love with Bottom, who has been turned into
an ass.

“The fifties motif makes the play a little
fresher. We’re playing it for laughs. That’s
the neat thing about Shakespeare. His work
can be played so many different ways,”
Anderson said.

Shai Elliott (Titania) performs “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend” with her fairies at
play rehearsal, Jan. 27.  “A Midsummer Nights Dream” will debut on Feb. 27. (Photo by
Mr. Terry Anderson)

Anderson adds 50s twist to
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”


