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By Trojournal Staff (Compiled by Katie Geisler)
He’s new, he wears blue, and he carries a gun, too.  But

School Resource Officer (SRO) Deputy Scott Thirkell hopes
that soon he won’t stand out in a crowd.

“I want people to see me as part of the school,” he said,
“and not see my uniform.”

Currently, he said, both el-
ementary and secondary school
students notice the uniform.

“Grade school kids ask
about my gun,” he said.  “They
think (the uniform) is cool.  They
already know my name and
they’ll come up and talk to me.”

He said, however, that the
high school students are a little
slower to warm up to him.

“It’s not the weapon: it’s
what I represent – the tickets,
court, juvy,” he said.

But he believes that that
will change as soon as the high
school students get to know
him.  He said that in his two and
one-half years with the sheriff’s
department, he has had only two
negative comments in a tall stack
of follow-up cards from those
he has dealt with in his duties as an officer, and both of those
were people who were arrested.

He said that in a year as a sheriff’s deputy on the road, he
only had to get his gun out three times, and he’s only taken his
mace spray can out twice.

“Ninety-seven percent of the people are compliant 100
percent of the time,” he said.

He added that he had never needed to put his hands on
anyone while he was on duty except when someone was brought
into the jail and they were belligerent and feisty.

“That’s not because I’m lucky or because I got the good
guys; it’s how you approach people,” he said.

He said he hoped to carry that positive approach into his
daily duties at Southeast of Saline.

Deputy Thirkell is an average Joe.  He enjoys going home

and building World War I and World War II model airplanes and
spending time with his family.  He has been married for nine
years and has a six and one-half year old girl and a four and
one-half year old boy.

“I play with my children, I watch TV with them, and I
play Playstation with them, prob-
ably more than I should,” Thirkell
said.

Along with being a father
for 6 and one half years, Thirkell
has also worked at several other
places.  He has worked at the
Sheriff’s Department, Target for
two years and also had jobs with
Pepsi and Schwan’s before that.
His first job after graduating from
Kansas State University was in
radio advertising.

Deputy Thirkell said that he
wanted this position as an SRO
because he likes working with
kids and it gives him an oppor-
tunity to help young people.

“In the jail, too many times
you think that if the people there
would have had a positive role
model in their life when they were
young they wouldn’t be where

they are today,” he said.
In his role as a resource, he desires to be invited into

classes to enrich the lessons.  For example, he can bring his
experience in writing opinion-free reports to journalism class,
his experience in fingerprinting to the elementary science classes,
and his experience in using math to investigate crime scenes to
the math classes.

“I want to be so busy that I have to turn people away for
talking to their classes because I’m already booked,” he said.

Thirkell has had to go through some training, as required
by Federal Law.  Sometime this year, he and one other person
from SES will attend a three day training put on by the Federal
Government.  He has already gone to one class, but it didn’t
count for his official training.

He has gone from training in Missouri to an office at South-

School Resource Officer Deputy Scott Thirkell instructs
Amanda Penn as she handcuffs Jamie Giersch.  Thirkell says
the firearm is not a toy, but he isn’t as concerned about students
playing with his cuffs. (Photo by Gary McClure)

Southeast welcomes Resource Officer

(See “Officer’s...” on p. 12)
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By Elisabeth Myers
Did you ever stop to wonder why the

world is as chaotic as it is?  Every time I walk
down the street I am surrounded by the dis-
turbing images of
homelessness, greed,
lust, and just plain
stupidity.  These dis-
turbances are the ba-
sis for issues such as
abortion, sexually
transmitted diseases,
or automobile acci-
dents.  And what is
the cause for such
disturbances?  The
answer is simple: immaturity.

So many people in this world are so
immature and they don’t even realize it.
When I say immature, I’m not talking about
the childish act of a 25-year-old flicking his
boogers on his 8-year-old cousin and gig-
gling proudly about it.  I’m talking about the
self-centered people that are so egocentric
that they don’t even realize the destruction
that they are causing to the world.  When we

are young children, we tend to think that the
whole world revolves around us and noth-
ing else matters.  As we get older, we are
supposed to mature and focus on others
around us, as opposed to just ourselves.
Some people, however, never do.  These are
the people that are taking what God gave us
and merely feeding it to the sharks.

Take, for instance, the great amount
of automobile accidents that happen every-
day.  Automobile accidents are caused by a
number of reasons.  The most common rea-
son is carelessness.  Many people think that
they can just drive as recklessly as they wish
because they are the only ones on the road
that matter.  Now, I have had my fair share of
automobile accidents, so I know that I am
just as careless as, if not more careless than,
anyone else is. However, I have learned from
my accidents and I have learned to be a more
cautious driver. Some people, on the other
hand, do not learn from their mistakes and
continue to drive like jerks; not stopping at
stop signs, not driving the posted speed
limit, etc.  If people would simply take a few
seconds out of their lives to think of others

Think before you act

(See “Decisions...” on page 3)

How would you define “maturity”?

Jon Parnell
Someone who’s respons-
ible, fairly obedient, has
a good sense of direction
and acts older than they
are.

Jay Knopf
Responsibility.

Don Wagner
It’s the ability to make
choices that yield long-
term benefits.

Dustin Kruse
It’s knowing what to do
right and being able to
make your own decisions.
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By Tammi Verhoeff
Heroes are the people you look up to,

people who do great things, who overcome
obstacles that set them apart from every-
body else.

For example,
Tiger Woods is great
because he was a
young black man
playing an old geezer
white man sport.  We
admire the athletes,
the singers and ac-
tors, and the wealthy
for being unique and
not caring what
people think, but
aren’t we forgetting some heroes?

For example, I go back to 1981 when
two events happened within days of one an-
other.  On one Saturday, a young U.S. tennis
player hoisted a silver bowl over his head at
Central Court at Wimbledon.

The day before, five blind mountain

climbers, a man with an artificial leg, an epi-
leptic and two deaf adventurers stood atop
the snowcapped summit of Mount Rainer.

The tennis player shared his victory
with millions of fans that had come from all
over, just to scream his name in the wind.

The climbers had a somewhat differ-
ent victory.  In the stillness of the quiet
mountain air, the climbers had their own cel-
ebrations of satisfaction.

Yes, the tennis player did have to work
for his victory and had to deal with his frus-
tration, but one climber took 20 minutes just
to tie his own shoe!

There were a lot of arguments over
bad calls in Wimbledon, but the men who
had climbed the mountain learned to deal
with bad calls a long time ago.  The first guy
up tore up his artificial leg just getting there!

The point is, in the words of Erma
Bombeck, “In our search for heroes and
heroines, we often lose our perspective.”

In my opinion, the crowds cheered the
wrong hero.  There are so many people out

there that do so many great things; we just
don’t take the time to see them.

It doesn’t even necessarily have to be
something athletic.  People do some great
things, but they’re not always recognized
because they aren’t doing something of the
norm.

We as SES students should all take
the time out of our busy schedules to con-
gratulate somebody that has taken a great
photo, or painted a beautiful picture, or some-
body that has written something meaning-
ful.

It’s really easy to find faults in people,
so why don’t we try finding something good
about somebody?  Sure, it’s fine to point out
the strengths of the athlete or the beauty
queen, but if we’ll search beyond those who
typically get the hero’s compliments, we’re
likely to find plenty of people who have ac-
complished much. Yes, it may take some
thought to notice the heroism of the physi-
cally challenged, or the artist, or the scholar,
but our additional efforts could make some-
one else’s day.

Are we cheering on the wrong heroes?

and follow traffic rules, we would have a lot
fewer automobile accidents.

 Drunk driving is another cause of au-
tomobile accidents.  If you’re going to
choose to get drunk, then don’t be driving.
It’s not only putting your life in danger; it’s
putting everyone’s lives that are driving on
the road in danger as well.  So, don’t be stub-
born and have a designated driver if you’re
intoxicated.  Act responsibly and don’t risk
the lives of others for your stubbornness
and immaturity.

Another example of immaturity is the
sexual promiscuity that so many people en-
gage in.  This is the reason why we have
sexually transmitted diseases, teen pregnan-
cies, and abortion.  So many selfish, careless
people in the world are having unsafe sex
simply because they’re either too lazy to use
protection, or they simply don’t care that they
may be shortening the life of their partner by
spreading a horrible venereal disease to them
because, “hey, it’s not my problem.”  If these
people would start thinking about other
people besides themselves, then we
wouldn’t have such a widespread epidemic
of AIDS or Hepatitis in the world today and
we could feel safer about who we go out

with. So many people just go off and have
sex with anybody and don’t bother to think
about the consequences.  If you’re going to
engage in sexual activities, be responsible
and use protection and know who you’re
sleeping with.

This brings us to our last topic of im-
maturity: abortion.  I realize that this is an
issue dealing with choice, but think about
it; killing little babies?  We women are given
a very special gift that no man could ever
experience and that is the ability to bear chil-
dren.  We have the gift to hold a life inside
of us that lives because we live.  Some
people, however, choose to take that life
away, never giving it the chance to experi-
ence love, friendship, or life in general.  I’m
not trying to hurt anyone’s feelings with this
issue.  I realize that there are many women
out there who have chosen to have an abor-
tion for some reason and I empathize with
you.  I don’t want to cause anyone to feel
more grief or guilt than I am sure that they
already feel.  I just want people to stop be-
ing so caught up in their own problems and
think about the life of the child that is living
inside of them.

What if that child is the future Presi-
dent of the United States, or the future doc-

tor who finds the cure for AIDs, and it wasn’t
given the chance to become these things
because it was killed.  If you don’t want to
have your baby, please, don’t kill it; give it a
chance at life.  Put it up for adoption so that
someone who is unable to bear children may
have a chance to give it a full life.  Be selfless
and don’t punish your baby by taking away
its life for some mistake you made.

I realize that this article may be offen-
sive to some of you who read it.  However, I
am not trying to offend anyone.  I am merely
trying to state my opinions on these issues.
I’m not trying to sound like a bigot, because
I know that I have committed my fair share
of immature acts, too.  That is what growing
up is all about.  This world is in big trouble
with many of its problems, but that is our
fault because we don’t always choose to
exercise the maturity to learn from our mis-
takes.  We the people have caused all of the
problems that surround us today.  What I
am saying is that we can either choose to
fight against these problems or add to them.
I choose to fight them. Won’t you join me in
choosing to stop being so egocentric and in
seeking the maturity to think of other people
around us.

Decisions about driving and sex require maturity
(Continued from previous page)
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Tammi Verhoeff and Katie Geisler pose with Sister Mary Laurence
and an unidentified Sister.  Neither had seen a nun in a habit
before. (Photo by Gary McClure)

Thayne Currie explains his
purpose in bringing Norma
McCorvey to Wichita.
(Photo by Chris McMahan)

Journalism students meet Roe vs. Wade litigant

By Tammi Verhoeff
We tried.  Nobody can tell us otherwise. Chris McMahan,

Katie Geisler, and I set out to interview the infamous Norma
McCorvey (a.k.a. Jane Roe, the chief litigant in the landmark 1973
roe vs. wade abortion decision).  We had high hopes of getting an
exclusive interview with the women who had made abortion legal in
this country.

 We thought we had a good chance at the interview because
the organizer of the event was Southeast graduate Thayne Currie,
who had graciously set up a ten-minute interview for us. However,
McCorvey arrived late after spending most of the day not feeling
well, and to make a long story short, we didn’t get the interview we
had hoped for.

But we learned several things along the way as journalists
and as students.  As journalists, we learned that it doesn’t matter if
you’re from Wichita’s Channel 3 T.V. news, from the Wichita Eagle
or just from a small high school newspaper like the Trojournal.  None
of us got the interviews we had scheduled.

Trojournal photographer Chris McMahan also got a taste of
real photojournalism.  After watching McCorvey move Wichita Eagle
photographer Larry Smith when he got too close, McMahan also
got the same request to stop taking pictures.

We knew we desired a picture of McCorvey, so Mr. McClure
asked Chris to go down to the front to take a picture of both Currie
and McCorvey.  The next thing we knew, in the middle of her speech,
McCorvey said, “Son, could you please stop doing that for a while?”
He stopped and she went on … no harm done.

No interviews were to be granted that day and few photos
were taken.  We did learn, though that we had one advantage over
the daily press.  They missed their deadlines; we had more time and
could meet ours.

Another thing we learned was how to pare our questions to
keep only the most important for the interview. Our initial questions
ranged from “Are you married?” to “When should abortion be okay?”
The longer we waited to interview McCorvey, the more we cut back
the questions until finally only one remained: “What one thing would
you most like to tell high school students about your experience in
the Roe v. Wade abortion decision?”

We didn’t get to ask that question either, but we did learn from
McCorvey’s speech that she wouldn’t recommend to young people
that they follow her life’s path.  Since her early role in the Roe
decision, she now has done a total 180 and has turned into a pro-
lifer.

After explaining that she was Jane Roe and that she apolo-
gized for her role in the decision.

“I stand before you tonight and I apologize for that,” she said.
She explained that she had made a mistake but got a second

chance and has now repudiated her stance on abortion.
“When I think about it, it still kinda chokes me up,” she said.

“I just wish that the children I helped to execute could have a sec-
ond chance.”

Through her speech, we learned the answers to most of the
questions we would have liked to ask in the interview.

Probably the greatest highlight of the day was observing that
McCorvey was not what we had expected.  After standing outside
the women’s restroom waiting for her to conduct an interview, we
finally settled for a picture with the woman who wasn’t quite what
we thought she would be.

Our first impression of McCorvey was…different.
“She was a lot shorter that I thought she would be, and her

blue bedroom slippers and dark check-
ered red dress took away from my
original hard-nosed image of her,”
said Katie Geisler.

McCorvey’s speech pointed
out a lot of regrets she had in the
past.  She said that she had made a
mistake when she was young, naive,
and stubborn and that she was also
misinformed.

She pointed out that some-
times you have to look at the whole
picture, instead of what’s in front of
you, and what would be easier.

“The easiest way isn’t always
the best,” she said.

And those are the words that I
will remember as the most important
lesson of our aborted interview with
the infamous Jane Roe.



Features The Trojournal              Feb. 13, 2001•page 5

Mother Crystal Tschohl, who is expecting another child, teaches
daughter Megan the stages of development. (Photo by Chris
McMahan)

Norma McCorvey tells her story at the Central Christian Church in Wichita. (Photo by Chris McMahan)

Tammi Verhoeff, Katie Geisler, Chris McMahan, and Southeast of
Saline Graduate Thayne Currie pose with Norma McCorvey.
(Photo by Gary McClure)
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By Mr. Gary McClure
“I just wanted to drop you a line and

tell you that the Trojournal is looking great.  I
check in about once a month and read up on the
latest and the greatest at SES.  I really like the
online format.” – Chad Mills, ‘91

Chad Mills’ e-mail is typical of the com-
ments I receive from alumni and patrons about
the Trojournal.  Nevertheless, we’re making
some significant changes.

What Chad probably doesn’t realize is
that four students, all freshmen and sopho-
mores, produce The Trojournal.  As much as
they’ve tried to limit and focus, they haven’t
been able to limit and focus enough.  They’ve
been covering news about the entire high school,
they’ve been writing and sending releases to
the area newspapers, and they’ve prepared each
Trojournal for the online edition.  What’s more,
they’ve been putting out papers the same size
as staffs three times their size.

It’s too much, and the staff needs some
changes.  So we’re initiating a few.

1.  We are no longer making weekly con-
tributions to the Gypsum Advocate.  We do
not desire to see reduced coverage for South-

east of Saline sports teams, classes and organiza-
tions, but given that we have the smallest staff
I’ve advised in the past 18 years, we simply have
to make a choice to eliminate some things.

2.  We are limiting the number of investiga-
tive news stories in each Trojournal.  We plan to
research and report about no more than four news
events in any given issue.  To allow coverage
beyond our chosen stories, we plan to accept
news releases and to initiate an “SES Shorts” sec-
tion, which will include just the basics about other
events.  In addition, we plan to cover some events
such as scholars’ bowl and forensics with box
scores, similar to the sports scores that regularly
run in the daily newspapers.

3.  We are inviting all students to contrib-
ute to The Trojournal.  Elisabeth Myers has
agreed to write guest commentary and Mitcher
Barnes has agreed to write a sports column for
each Trojournal.  Cartoonist Allison St. Clair plans
to continue drawing cartoons as an outside-of-
class cartoonist.  Kelsey Delker agreed to write
the news story about the school play “Picnic”
which appears in this issue, and Troy Terry is
working on a feature story for the next issue.  We
invite others to make submissions as well.

4.  We are initiating a fun page.  It will

include cartoons, crosswords, jumbles, and a
creative corner.  The creative corner will pro-
vide a place for students to publish poetry and
short prose.  We encourage your submissions.

5.  While we are decreasing our investi-
gative reporting, we are increasing our feature
content.  In this issue, our front-page story is a
feature about our new School Resource Officer,
and we are running a photo feature about a jour-
nalism event in Wichita.  We hope to increase
feature material in the future issues also.

6.  Finally, we are giving the Trojournal a
new look.  Though we’re maintaining our body
text and headline styles for news stories, we
are implementing a new flag and a new look for
headlines on many of our feature stories.

We are encouraged by the positive re-
sponse we’ve gotten from the students we’ve
asked to join us in writing stories, poems, col-
umns and features.  We’ll be even more encour-
aged if students who like to write choose to
enroll in the journalism class next year, but for
now, we simply seek your contributions and
your comments.

We hope you like most of the changes
we’re initiating, and we welcome your com-
ments about them.

By Tammi Verhoeff
Internet users around the world can now listen to live audio

sportscasts of Southeast of Saline Tro-
jan teams.

With the help of computer ad-
ministrator Neal Heidel, Brandon
Pourier and Toby Nosker, are broad-
casting the home basketball events
live.

They began broadcasting in the
fall, covering most of the home foot-
ball games.

Pourier and Nosker are the only
students in a new class, radio broad-
casting.

Mr. Wayne Sager is the supervi-
sor and teacher of the course.

The technology required needs
the help of computer administrator Mr.
Neal Heidel.

“The technology that we use re-
quires a special software.  The goal is
to have the students learn to do this
by themselves,’ Heidel said.

“Neal has to help us put the broadcast on the internet after
the games,” Nosker said.

Pourier said the class’ expectations are few, but aren’t easy.

“We get graded on our broadcast.  If we do it, we get an “A.”
If not, we fail.  We also have to think up new ideas that’ll make the

broadcast better,” Pourier said.
Pourier and Nosker both feel

that their duty is an important posi-
tion to fill.

“A lot of people have heard
about us and liked what they heard.
So far, we are the only school that
does this (in our area).  We can’t stop
now,” Nosker said.

But this job does have chal-
lenges.

“The hardest part of the job is
memorizing all the names of the op-
posing team,” Pourier said.

Pourier said it’s also difficult to
remain neutral while on the air.

“We’ll have a couple of out-
bursts (each game), but we try to stay
as neutral as much as we can,” Pourier
said.

They are also trying for a video
broadcast on Feb. 13.

To tune in, go to the Southeast of Saline web page at http://
www.usd306.k12.ks.us, scroll down to the bottom left, and click on
audio visual.

Commentary

Brandon Pourier and Toby Nosker work together to
bring you another play by play game for the Southeast
of Saline Trojans.  (Photo by Tammi Verhoeff)

Southeast starts broadcasting on Internet

Trojournal staff decides it’s time for a change



play picture
Kelsey Delker has

the photo at home
and will send the
camera with Breanna
Kuhlman if she’s still
sick tomorrow.
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Valentine�s Word SearchValentine�s Word SearchValentine�s Word SearchValentine�s Word SearchValentine�s Word Search
Balloons

Bear
Candy

Chocolates
February
Flowers
Heart
Hugs

Kisses
Roses

Sweethearts
Valentines

�Z  LKK!�  LUZV  DAK  JBZGV  RUG

DW   DAK   VKUO   RUG,   UL   AK

CZEPKV  XC  AZL  AURRKS  UGV

L UF!

Clue: K  equals E

Cryptoquip

Answers: JUMBLES; island, cloudy,chart,
remove.  Cryptoquip; “I see!” said the blind
man to the deaf man, as he picked up his
hammer and saw!
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By Tammi Verhoeff
Mr. Don Wagner’s sophomore En-

glish class is taking one small step for
English and one giant leap for Kansas.

Wagner, who hopes to modify the
sophomore English curriculum next year
to create a Kansas Humanities class for
sophomores, recently attended a seminar
that featured the Kansas Humanities idea.
He has begun implementing some of his
ideas with the sophomores he currently
teaches.

For example, the class has already
begun working on web page projects.

Students are required to show something
special about Kansas and make a web page
telling about their discoveries.

Wagner has implemented a web site
contest, and the winners of the contest
will work with Kansas State Historical
Society (KSHS) staff to create a display
containing documentation to be posted on
their web site.

Winners will also receive computer
hardware and software and a web site de-
velopment workshop presented by
EOVision of Wichita along with a trophy.

Some of the ideas already contem-

plated for contest subjects include the Gar-
den of Eden in Lucas, the old prison camp
in Assaria, and old wives tales about Kan-
sas.

The contest ends May 1 and judg-
ing will begin then.

The contest is judged by Educational
Services and Staff Devolpment Associa-
tion of Central Kansas (ESSDACK) staff,
Kansas KSHS staff, and other selected
educators.

The class also hopes to go visit some
of the places they are researching.

Sophomore English students to compete in KansasHistory.org contest

Southeast of Saline has qualified
10 events for state competition.  The team
qualified seven events for State
championship at the Abilene Forensics
Invitational on Feb. 3. The team placed
second.

The team had previously claimed
first at the Smoky Valley Invitational on
Jan. 27, qualifying three individuals.

Individual placings at Abilene:
Jesse Hanson
First Place Prose
(Qualified)
Angela Wilson
First Place Humorous Solo Acting
(Qualified)
Melissa Wagner
First Place Informative Speaking
(Qualified)
Adam Stephenson & Denae Boyd
First Place Duet Acting
(Previously Qualified)
Meladee Garst and Rena Fowles
Second Place Improvised Duet Acting
(Qualified)
Jacob Wrench
Second Place Serious Solo Acting
(Qualified)
Meladee Garst
Second Place Humorous Solo Acting
(Qualified)
Grant Yost
Second Place Original Oration
(Qualified)
Zach Dains & Jacob Seim
Fifth Place Improvised Duet Acting
Jayme Sauber
Sixth Place Extemporaeous Speaking

Quivera Heights Var & Fr/So 5 wins 1 loss/ 1 - 4
Beloit Varsity 5 wins 3 losses 3rd place
SE Saline Fresh/Soph 4 wins  1 loss 1st place
Lincoln Varsity 3 wins  2 losses
McPherson Varsity 1 win  4 losses
Solomon Varsity 4 wins 2 losses 3rd place
Belleville Fresh/Soph 3 wins  2 losses
Salina South  Fresh/Soph 3 wins 2 losses
Sterling Varsity 3 wins  2 losses
Junction City Varsity 7 wins  0 losses 1st place
Bennington Varsity 3 wins 2 losses
 Junction City Fresh/Soph 6 wins 2 losses 3rd place
 Peabody Fresh/Soph 3 wins  2 losses
Council Grove Varsity 3 wins  2 losses
Salina Central Varsity 3 wins  3 losses
Pike Valley Fr/So 7 wins  4 losses 3rd place
Smith Center Regionals 3 wins  5 losses 4th place
League at SES Var & Fr/So

SES forensics team qualifies 10 events for State
Denae Boyd
Sixth Place Poetry
Individual Results at Smoky Valley:
Logan Henry
First Place Prose
(State Qualifier)
Denae Body & Adam Stephenson
First Place Duet Acting
(State Qualifiers)
Angelina Regan
2nd Place Humorous Solo Acting
(State Qualifier)
Caitlin Bunger & Rachael Flax
Third Place Duet Acting
Nathan Bachamp & Martha Bethe
Fourth Place Duet Acting

Denae Boyd
Sixth Place Poetry
Angela Wilson
Third Place Humorous Solo Acting
Meladee Garst
Fourth Place Humorous Solo Acting
Joe Sparacino & Adam Stephenson
3rd Place Improvised Duet Acting
Martha Bethe & Rena Fowles
4th Place Improvised Duet Acting
Jacob Wrench
4th Place
Serious Solo Acting
Other Participants...Jacob Seim, Nikki
Leister, Alison St. Clair, Melissa Wagner.

The SES scholars’ bowl team placed fourth in Regional competition Thursday,
Feb. 1.  They missed advancing to State competition by five points.

Scholars miss State competition by five points



Sports and Shorts The Trojournal              Feb. 13, 2001•page 9

Southeast of Saline Elementary is one
of the three finalists to receive an Exemplary
Reading Program Award.  The Kansas Read-
ing Association narrowed their selection down
to three schools and Southeast of Saline was
one of them.  A team of judges will be visiting
our school on February 6 and will then de-
clare a winner.  The Kansas winner will then
compete nationally for the International Read-
ing Association Exemplary Reading Program
Award.

The Fort Hays State University De-
partment of Technology Studies will be host-
ing the first annual Women and Technology
Conference of Wednesday, March 7, from 9:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The conference will be held
in the Memorial Union’s Black and Gold
Room, and will feature women in technology
careers.

A highlight of the day will be a demon-
stration of mass customization technology in
the fashion industry.

Elisabeth Myers, a senior at Southeast
of Saline High School has been selected as a
member of the Kansas Music Educators As-
sociation (KMEA) state-wide honor band
which will be performing a concert on Satur-
day, February 24, at 3:00PM in Wichita’s
Century II Convention Center.

She is one of the 500 high school stu-
dents who were chosen from audition tapes
to be a member of either the state wide honor
band, orchestra, choir or jazz groups to par-
ticipate in the sixty-fifth annual Kansas Mu-
sic Educators Association In-Service Work-
shop.

These students represent the most out-
standing young musicians in the state of Kan-
sas.

The annual Kansas Music Educators
Association In-Service three-day workshop
will be held in Wichita on February 22-24 and
will be attended by more than 4000 partici-
pants from across the state.

Elisabeth Myers, Robert Eslick,
Dustin Kruse, Mike Pope and Casey Noonan
all made finals for the Dane Hansen Scholar-
ship Competition.  Casey Noonan also was
selected to be a semi-finalist for the Coca Cola
National Scholarship.

Compiled by Katie Geisler

Five seniors compete
for Hansen scholarships

Myers to play in honor band

Hays hosts tech for women

SES elementary among
finalists for reading award

Insect
By Jesse Hanson
I am a bug.
The world around me is a giant labyrinth
Where everything is to be feared.
I dare not venture far from home,
Because I fear the giants that occupy this
massive atmosphere.
I fear that they will come upon me one
day,
And then my life,
My dreams,
My hopes,
Shall be diminished into oblivion.
I wish more than life to break free from
these bonds of fear,
But I cannot do it alone.

No one has the time or the care to stand
with me
To conquer this monster,
Which lurks in my soul.
The longer I continue to play this role,
The more I begin to live it.
No more can I live this hell.
I fear that I will stay in this hideous shell
That has been formed as me.
Forever
I hear the voices
Telling me to run
To get away
I CANNOT
Will I always be afraid?
Will I never be human?
I feel I never will.
I am destined to remain
A bug.

Tucker Weese defeated Trevor Abell  from Minneapolis in this match on Feb. 2. The team’s
dual against Russell on Thursday, Feb. 8 was canceled due to inclement weather. Regional
wrestling begins Feb. 16 and 17. (Photo by Chris McMahan)

CrCrCrCrCreative Coreative Coreative Coreative Coreative Cornernernernerner

Jayme Sauber and and Ashley Mueller
were elected to high offices at the FCCLA Dis-
trict Elections at Newton, on Wed., Feb. 7.

Sauber was elected FCCLA District G
president. She was also elected to represent Dis-
trict G as a state officer candidate.

Mueller will be District G VP of Mem-
bership 2001.  She was also elected to compete
as a National Officer Candidate.

The two will run for their offices at State
Mtg., April 1-3 to see if they qualify.

STAR(Students Taking Actions with Rec-
ognition) Events Results Qualifying for State
Competition were as follows:

The Sr. Parliamentary Procedure Team
won a Gold Medal, 3-STAR rating.  The team
consists ofAngela Wilson, Lindsey Shirack,
Jayme Sauber, Charlie Bloom, Melissa Hillyard,
and Emily Hawkes.

The Jr. Parliamentary Procedure Team also
earned a Gold Medal 3-STAR rating.  The junior
team consists of Jamie Wilcox, Chelsie Unruh,
Ashley Unruh, Alyssa Pengra, Sarah Erdner,
Chesna Koeplin, and Kelsey Lynn.

Grant Yost earned a Gold Medal, 3-STAR
rating for his Sr. Illustrated Talk.

Denae Boyd and Erinn Rogers brought home
a Silver Medal, 2-STAR for their Sr. Interpersonal
Communications event, and Sarah Maine earned a
Silver Medal, 2-STAR rating for her Jr. Career
Investigation project.

For their Sr. Chapter Service Manual, Ali-
cia Pavkov, Emily Eilders, and Jamie Schropp
earned a Silver Medal, 2-STAR

FCCLA advisor Mrs. Juanelle Garretson
said that the Goessel Chapter, which usually rep-
resents Kansas at Nationals, won the chapter ser-
vice manual event.

Sauber, Mueller claim high FCCLA offices



By Mitcher Barnes
As a general rule, I don’t put

faith in NFL mock
drafts, especially
this far in advance
of the actual draft.
That said, mock
drafts do serve
several purposes.
First, they are fun
and keep the
masses (not to
mention the mock
drafters) enter-
tained.

Second,
and more importantly, while mock drafts
will almost never tell you exactly which
player a particular team is going to pick,
or even for that matter likely to pick, they
do provide some insight into what
players might be there when that team
picks.

It’s so early that the last two
spots in the draft haven’t even been
settled upon, but for die-hard fans after a
losing season, the draft is what you live
for.  The chance that your team might get

the next Steve Young or a late-round steal
such as a Terrell Davis is thrilling.  After
the Super Bowl, there’s only one thing on
NFL coaches’ minds April 21 and 22, draft
day.

Though my opinions might
change, following are my current guesses
about which players might go to the
various teams.
San Diego – Michael Vick, Virginia Tech,
QB
Arizona - Jamal Reynolds, Florida State,
DE
Cleveland - David Terrell, Michigan, WR
Cincinnati - Leonard Davis, Texas, OT
Atlanta - Koren Robinson, North Carolina
State, WR
New England - Kenyatta Walker, Florida,
OT
Seattle - Gerard Warren, Florida, DT
Chicago – Jamal Fletcher, Wisconsin, CB
San Francisco – Deuce McAllister, Ole
Miss, RB
Seattle - Andre Carter, California, DE
Carolina - Michael Bennett, Wisconsin, RB
Kansas City - LaDainian Tomlinson, Texas
Christian University, RB
Jacksonville - Richard Seymour, Georgia,
DT
Buffalo - Justin Smith, Missouri, DE

Washington – Santa Moss, Miami, WR
Pittsburgh - Drew Brees, Purdue, QB
Green Bay - Dan Morgan, Miami, LB
Detroit - Chad Johnson, Oregan State, WR
New York Jets - Freddie Mitchell, UCLA,
WR
St. Louis – Tommy Polley, Florida State, LB
Indianapolis - Quinton Caver, Arkansas,
LB
New Orleans - Fred Smoot, Mississippi
State, CB
Tampa Bay - Rod Gardner, Clemson, WR
Denver - Damione Lewis, Tennessee, DT
Philadelphia - Quincy Morgan, Kansas
State, WR
Minnesota - Nate Clements, Ohio State, CB
Miami - Todd Heap, Arizona State, TE
Oakland - Derrick Gibson, Florida State, S
Tennessee - Steve Hutchinson, Michigan,
OG
Baltimore - Dominic Raiola, Nebraska, C
New York Giants - Gary Baxter, Baylor, CB
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Barnes names draft picks for 2001-2002

Mark Troutfetter goes up for a jump shot in a game against Sacred Heart. (Photo by Chris
McMahan)

Opinion

By Chris McMahan
After a two-game winning streak, the Tro-

jan boys’ basketball team came out hot handed
against the Abilene Cowboys Tuesday but failed
to get the win.

The Trojans record is now 2-13, their first
win being against Sacred Heart on Tuesday, Jan.
30 and the second on Friday, Feb. 2.

Coach Dee Kolzow said he had felt confi-
dent that the Trojans felt they could win the
Abilene game.

“We went down there with confidence and
felt really good about the game,” Kolzow said.

Southeast led the Cowboys 35-33 at half
time and 50-45 in the third quarter. But in the
fourth quarter, the bottom fell out as the Cow-
boys adjusted to the Trojans’ offense and de-
fense and started outshooting the Trojans.

“In the fourth quarter, our shots didn’t
fall in when theirs did,” Kolzow said.

The game ended 62-55 with Troutfetter
leading the Trojans with 16 points, Ptacek with
13, and Komp with 10.

Tonight the Trojans travel to Belleville to
take on the Buffs. This is a game Kolzow is look-
ing forward to.

“I am really looking forward to it. it’s a
game we feel we can win,” he said.  Earlier this
season, Belleville defeated Southeast by 19 points,
but the Trojans have been playing better in the
past couple weeks.

To beat the Buffs Kolzow belives they
will need to stop their point shooters and play
better defense, even though he said the defense is
already strong.

Improving Tr ojans
meet Buffs tonight

Barnes
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Varsity Score
Box

Girl’s Basketball
Centre 40-47
Smoky Valley 36-43
Concordia 40-41
Minneapolis 51-62
Russell 43-62
Belleville 50-48
Chapman 65-68
Beloit 41-61
Ellsworth 64-68
GIT Ell-Saline 50-49
GIT Hillsboro 26-46
GIT Concordia 51-64
Sacred Heart 47-66
Lincoln 47-45
Abilene 41-45

Record 4-11

Boy’s Basketball
Centre 43-46
Smoky Valley 41-55
Concordia 31-61
Minneapolis 55-67
Russell 43-57
Belleville 43-62
Chapman 31-41
Beloit 46-55
SIT Salina South 43-72
SIT Sacred Heart 38-49
SIT Russell 47-48
Ellsworth 31-44
Sacred Heart 51-41
Lincoln 51-43
Abilene 55-62

Record 2-13

Laura Reed shoots free throws against Sacred Heart. (Photo by Sarah Maine)

By Sarah Maine
Tonight, the Lady Trojan Basketball team

will take on the Buffaloes of Belleville, in an
NCAA League game at Belleville.  This game was
rescheduled due to the snow day last Friday, Feb.
9, 2001.

Coach Wane Sager has positive thoughts,
despite Rachel Lathem being out with an injury.

“Losing any starter is tough, but I expect
us to play very hard on the defensive side.  We
are working on our pressure defense and we are
getting better,” said Sager.

He is looking for the other post players to
step up and make things happen tonight.

“I hope to see good games from our post
people.  We are working on getting better at our
entry passing.  If that happens we will get more
production from our post players,” said Sager.

Emily Eilders was out last week because
of sickness as well.  Her presence was greatly
missed on the court.

“(Without Eilders) we did not play that

well against Sacred Heart, but the girls stepped
up some and played better against Lincoln,” said
Sager.

As the Lady Trojans get into the second
half of the season, Sager is looking forward to
some more wins.  The Lady Trojans are now 4-
11.

“I expect us to play hard the rest of the
season.  If we play hard we are capable of win-
ning many of our final games of the year.  The
main thing will be for us to play hard and keep
improving,” said Sager.

“Most teams (on our schedule) are im-
proving.  I feel our team is definitely improving,
but the second half of the season will let us know
how much we have improved,” said Sager.

As the season closes Sager looks on with
a positive attitude.

“I feel we can finish the season strong. 
We have a good group of girls who work hard to
improve their basketball skills,” said Sager.

Trojans take on Belleville tonight

Release from Mr. John Yost
The SES Science Olympiad Team placed

fifth in the Northwest Regional Science Olym-
piad Thursday, Feb. 8, qualifying for State.

Team members winning medals in individual
events were Brent Kejr and Casey Noonan, first
place in “The Wright Stuff”; Jordon Komp and
Joe Sparacino, first place in “Cow-A-Bungee”;
Lindsey Shirack and Angela Wilson, second place
in “Write It, Do It”;  and Mike Pope and Robert
Eslick, second Place in “Practical Data Gathering.”

Science Olympiad
qualifies for state



east of Saline. Thirkell’s office is now in
the gym with Arlo and Judy, after being
crammed in the Athletic Director’s office.

“It was too loud, and there was too
much commotion in the AD’s office, so
the move to the gym was better for me
and the kids that might want to talk to
me,” said Thirkell.

His hours are from 7:30 to 3:30.  He
said he will try to make to as many games
as possible and if he is asked to attend
any of the dances, he will do that too if
his schedule allows it.
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By Kelsey Delker
Have you even been on a picnic — at

school?  The opportunity awaits you on
March 8 and 10 when Southeast of Saline’s
presents the all-school play “Picnic.”

The play will open both nights at 8:00
in the SES theater.

On March 8, the fashions directions
class will present a fashion show at 7:00.  A
joint ticket is $5.00.

Tickets for the fashion show alone are
$3.00.  Tickets for the play alone are $4.00.

“This is the second time I’ve directed
‘Picnic,’” Director Terry Anderson said.  “It’s
one of my favorite plays, probably because
it’s about Kansas. Also, it has both humor-
ous and serious aspects to it.”

“Picnic” is the story of a summer ro-
mance.  In the play, Madge Owens (Lindsey
Shirack) is a pretty girl, sister to Millie
Owens (Jamie Sauber) who is a tom-boy.  All
the boys love Madge but make fun of Millie
because she is a tom-boy.

Although Madge is going “steady”
with Alan Seymour (Mitcher Barnes), other
boys still like her.

Nevertheless, Flo Owens (Susie
Green), Madge and Millie’s mom, all want
Madge to marry Alan, even though Madge
has her doubts about it.

After the Owens’ neighbor, Helen
Potts (Emily Henry), hires a drifter, Hal Carter
(Jacob Wrench), to help with chores around
the house in return for meals, the Owens’
lives change completely.

The rest of the cast includes: Bomber
Gutzel (Logan Henry), Rosemary Sidney
(Angelina Regan), Irma Kronkite (Kelsey

Delker), Linda Sue Breckinridge (Jennifer
Roe), Delores Kirchner (Shai Elliott), Chris-
tine Showenwalder (Cheyene Wall), Janice

Thirkell said he wants to be three
things while here at Southeast: He wants
to be first a teacher, second a counselor,
and lastly a law enforcement officer.

As a teacher he doesn’t plan to be
an ‘education’ teacher, but more of a real
life teacher.  He plans to tell the good and
bad things about choices, instead of try-
ing to teach out of a book.  As a counse-
lor, he wants to be a different set of eyes
and ears.

“If people can’t find anyone else,
I’m there,” Thirkell said.

Though being a law enforcement

Van Meter (Meladee Garst), Howard Bevans
(Brandon Pourier), and Mrs. Pott’s Mother’s
voice (Jennifer Roe.)

(continued from page 1)
officer is last on his list, Deputy Thirkell
is still authorized to give out tickets.

“I’m not going to hang around just
waiting for someone to mess up, but if I
see something that endangers other people,
I will have to take some type of action,”
Thirkell said.

Thirkell hopes to overcome his tough
cop image and become a friend for all.

“I think every school should have
an SRO to show cops are people too.  We
eat, drink and sleep just like everybody
else.  I hope to make a difference in a
kid’s life,” Thirkell said.

Students prepare for production of ‘Picnic’

•Officer’s office will be located in the gym

Susie Green and Lindsey Shirack practice with a shirtless Jacob Wrench for the play
“Picnic,” which will be performed at SES on March 8 and 10.  Wrench will be without his
shirt in this scene in the play, and he practices this way so he will feel comfortable on
stage when it’s showtime.  (Photo by Kelsey Delker)


