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A BRADY BUNCH CHRISTMAS.  The Brady Bunch -- Mrs. Brandi Rice (Jan), Mr. Todd Baird (Greg), Mr. Bob Sauber (Bobby), Mrs.
Juanelle Garretson (Carol), Mr. Mike Garretson (Mike) and Mrs. Kim Clements (Cindy) -- look at the Brady family photo album,
observing how “popular” Jan is.  For more, see the story on page 12. (Photo by Jessica Conway)
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“Christmas isn’t some-
thing special. New
Year is more of a
national holiday.”-
junior Jessica Yum,
South Korea
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

“Christmas has always
been a special season for
me. We celebrate it on
Jan. 6. It  is the time when
my family goes  to my
granny’s and we have a
special supper there.”-
junior Nataliya Chornak,
Ukraine

“On Christmas we
usually go to our
grandparents and eat
together and discuss
what has happened in
a year. We also decorate
our houses, but not as
wild as here.”
- senior Manuel Frater,
Germany

“Christmas in Ger-
many is almost the
same as it is here. We
go to church and then
exchange presents.”-
junior Jacob Schoepf,
Germany

“We celebrate Christ-
mas twice:on Dec. 24
and on Jan 6. We go
out to street parties
and everybody dresses
up like Santa.”-senior
Saioa Arostigui, Spain

How do you celebrate Christmas in your country?

By Kelsey Delker
Alright, so you’re still not finding

music you like to listen to on mainstream
radio?  Well, here’s another list that col-
laborates many musical styles for almost
any music
lover. (Well, I
don’t have any
c o u n t r y . )
This time I’m
including a
“category” for
each song.

· S u b -
lime – “Caress
Me Down”
(reggae/punk)

·
Radiohead –
“Creep” (mellow rock)

· Reel Big Fish – “The Set Up (You
Need This)” (ska/punk)

· Rage Against the Machine –
“Sleep Now in the Fire” (rage rock)

· Heart – “Barracuda” (80s rock)
· The Smashing Pumpkins – “Ava

Adore” (rock)
· Sublime – “Get Ready” (reggae/

punk)

· Beatles – “Helter Skelter” (rock)
· Red Hot Chili Peppers – “Soul to

Squeeze” (funk/rock)
· The Presidents of the United

States of America – “Lump” (punk rock)
· Sharkey’s Little Groove Box –

“How” (punk rock)
· R.E.M. – “What’s the Frequency,

Kenneth?” (alternative)
· MC Hammer – “Too Legit” (80s

rap)
And if you’re really into some ma-

jor techno music:
· The Vaselines – “You Think

You’re a Man” (techno)
· The Vaselines – “Molly’s Lips”

(techno)
And since we’re almost to the peak

of the Christmas season:
· Bealtes – “Rockin’ Around the

Christmas Tree”
· Weezer – “The Christmas Song”
· Blink 182 – “I Won’t Be Home

for Christmas”
· Adam Sandler – “The Chanukah

Song (part 3)”
· Elvis – “Blue Christmas”
· AC/DC – “Mistress for Christ-

mas”

Delker suggests new music
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By Nataliya Chornak
Till this November, the words “New

York” sounded to me just like a place from a
movie. I had heard a lot about New York, but I
had never thought
about going there.

But then my
sister Angela e-mailed
home from college and
suggested that we go to
New York for Thanks-
giving. It sounded
crazy.  My host mom
Vickie also thought so,
but it became crazier
when we decided not
only to go, but also to
DRIVE there.

Well, one thing led to another, everybody
got pretty excited, and the plan was made.

Said –done. Four of us: Mom, Angela,
Sadie, and I packed our stuff, hopped into the
Jetta, and were ready for a long and exciting ad-
venture.

Just a little more than a year ago, I had
never even thought about going to the United
States and now I was riding in the car on my way
to New York City.

It seems that extreme feelings of excite-
ment are always in my life now, but nothing can
compare with those feelings that I experienced as
we approached New York.   Just seeing beautiful
views through the window of the car was an ex-
perience.

“Keep your mouth closed because there
are a lot of pigeons in New York,” Sadie was
trying to warn me as I stared out the window.

“Don’t look up, guys, so we won’t look
like tourists,” Mom joked.

But when we finally arrived in New York,
it occurred to me that it’s incredibly hard to keep
your mouth closed and head straight when you
are in the place where life flies 100 miles per
hour, in the place where life doesn’t stop even at
night.

I will never forget our first day in New
York. From 9 a.m. till 8 p.m., we were just walk-
ing down the streets, shopping and taking pic-
tures.

I emphasized the word “walking.”  We
didn’t drive in New York for two reasons: We
wanted to see everything closer and to ride in a
car in New York means dangerous driving and an
hour of looking for a parking spot.

Parking is probably the biggest problem
there. It seems like the city is stuffed with cars
and there isn’t enough space for everybody. Prob-
ably that’s why many people just ride the sub-
way.

The subway is a place where you need to
have a lot of skills and excellent reaction time if
you want to ride. You can hardly hear the con-
ductor when he barks out the stops and you have
about two seconds to get out if you do hear him.

If there are a lot of people inside, you may
not even be able to get off at your stop. Local
New Yorkers get used to the subway and it’s just
daily routine for them, but for us it was a chal-

lenge.
I observed that New Yorkers live a hus-

tling, bustling life.  They can get used to the sub-
way and to the parking problems, but it’s hard
for them to get used to the hard life they have
there. I imagine them getting up every morning
with a thought of going to their work and while
working, they probably think of going home to
work some more. On the streets, they never smile.

They seem not to have any ray of the sun,
any brightness in their lives. They differ a lot
from Kansas people — not only in the way they
dress and in the way they live, but also in the
way they behave. You would never see them say-
ing “excuse me” when they knock you out, and
you can never see them laughing or smiling nicely
or waving to each other as people do here.

“Everybody wears black clothes and they
never smile,” Vickie observed.

And it’s true. A smile is probably a thing
they use only when they are taking pictures.

Oh well, at least we were happy and hav-
ing a great time. On the second day of our trip,
we took a bus tour around New York. The bus
took us to all the famous places: the Trade Cen-
ter, Time Square, the Statue of Liberty, and even
to all the famous shops.

Beautiful buildings, famous places, and
fancy malls- all these are good, but as we say in
Ukraine: “East or west; home is best.”

So after we had Thanksgiving dinner, we
went back home all excited and full of new feel-
ings, ready to share them with everybody.

By Jessica Conway
OMG! Becky, look at her butt; it’s sooo

big. She looks like…crap. Ever heard this one? If
you haven’t, you haven’t been listening to stu-
dents talk in the halls. People are judged by the
way they look or dress and not by who they are.

People follow their “victims” in the hall-
ways and whisper about how fat they are or about
how ugly their shirt is.

Way back when, people were judged by
the color of their skin.  Some would say we’ve
come a long way since then, but in reality we
haven’t come far at all.   Now we just judge people
by their clothing or hairstyles or body type.

People are placed into groups, much like
ancient people were grouped in the feudal class
systems in the 1600s. In the feudal system, there
were kings, knights, lords, artisans and workers,
serfs and untouchables.  In our class system, there
are the preps (jocks), the brains, the Goths, the
commoners, and then, of course, the outsiders
(untouchables).

The preps are all high and mighty like
priests or kings. The brains are the knights in

shining armor (the ones who always save their
friends from failure).  The commoners, of course,
are the middle class, the artisans and workers.

The Goths are like the lower class, the
peasants and slaves. And the outsiders are the
untouchables, the forgotten ones, the ones that
need attention the most.

The outsiders are the ones whose butt is
ridiculed, who aren’t wearing the “right” clothes,
who everyone else puts down. They are
uninvolved and they are the victims who one day
turn into the school shooting killers, or the ones
who kill themselves and then we ask “why.”

They aren’t involved in school sports, they
aren’t in clubs, they get mediocre grades in the
easy classes, and they have problems at home,
yet no one notices their problems or seems to
care.

People just go on with their lives and con-
tinue to whisper and laugh about the things they
wear or the way they look.

The question is: Will their tormentors be
laughing when they have a gun at their head? Will
they be laughing at the funeral of that poor “un-
touchable” they were teasing?

People need to stop acting like feudal lords.
They need to stop judging others by the way
they dress or look and instead pause to get to
know them. Just because someone doesn’t dress
a certain way or listen to a certain type of music
doesn’t mean they aren’t just as good as anyone
else.

In 10 years, after we’ve all graduated, those
people that point and laugh won’t remember a
thing about what was said, but the ones that were
laughed at will never forget. Do you really want
to go to your 10-year reunion and have someone
remind you about the pain you caused them back
in high-school so many years ago — the pain that
your “victims” have carried with them all their
lives.

All it would take is one person sitting with
them at lunch, inviting them to go to the mall, or
forming a study group to make all the difference
in that person’s life.

So yeah, Becky, her butt’s so big, but so is
her heart. She doesn’t dress and look just like
you, but she’s a great person inside, and your
laughter needs to be joined with hers not pointed
at her. Why don’t you go make a new friend?

Learn from the past; stereotyping hasn’t changed

Ukranian visits NYC, finds “east or west; home is best”



By Nataliya Chornak
He was #60 in the football team, he was a soldier in the musical, he

sings in the choir, and now he plays basketball. All these activities make
Manuel’s American life busy and interesting.

Even though he stays busy in his small hometown of Treuchtlingen,
Germany, he said his “new life” in the United States is busier still.

“There are a lot more going on here. I’m busier and I get less sleep,”
he said.

He said that there are many more activities available in the U.S.
schools than in German schools.

“There are hardly any sports at our school except P.E classes,” he
said.

His first major athletic experience here was playing football. He said
that four months ago, he didn’t know anything about this game.

“I didn’t know anything about football before I came here, (though)
some of my friends used to play in on video games,” he said.

Because of his inexperience, he didn’t play in many varsity football
games, but he remembers fondly getting to play in a varsity game against
Eureka.

“Football is hard, but at the same time, it’s a lot of fun. I enjoyed
playing it,” Manuel said.

Since football is over, he has decided to play basketball and probably
will try track. He tries to play as many sports as he can because his school
in Germany doesn’t have a lot of sports going on.

Besides football, he also played a character in the musical. He has
never played in a musical before because they don’t have them in Germany,
so it was totally new experience for him, too.

“At first I was disappointed that I didn’t get a leading part, but then
I understood that it would take me a long time to prepare,” he said. “But
anyway it was a lot of fun.”

He said that singing in the choir is a lot of fun also.

By Tammi Verhoeff
Dear Santa,
Look, I’ve been helping you out every year

by being the best flippin’ Christmas present for
every little girl all around the world.  I wear skimpy
bathing suits in the middle of winter, a prom dress
and tiara on Tuesdays and no matter how hard
those little snots brush my hair, I always manage to look beautiful.

I’ve been every nationality imaginable, I’ve worked everywhere
from being a McDonald’s employee to a doctor and I have driven so
many pink cars I think I’m going to be sick.  If I don’t see some changes
soon, I’ll quit.  The next thing ya’ know there’s going to be “Terrorist
Barbie” ready to blow up anything in sight.

Because I feel you’re taking advantage of me, I’ve compiled a list
of “must haves” before another single pocket-protector—coke-bottle-
glasses-wearing pathetic loser comes along and finds me a new career/
car/event to get all dolled (excuse the pun) up for.

1) I want a new wardrobe.  No more of this latest-fashion-
sparkly-trashy-tight stuff; I want some nice comfy old sweats that’s
ten sizes too big.  I’m tired of looking like a hooker.  I want to look like
every other woman in America — an overworked, caffeine-addicted car
pool driver. I mean, how much smaller are these outfits (particularly the
bathing suits) going to get?  Do you have any idea what it feels like to
have nylon crawling up your derrier? Speaking of which…

2) I want real underwear.  I’m tired of the stuff that’s molded on
my skin…it looks like cellulite!  And I don’t want to be a Victoria’s

“I don’t like it when Mr.Tuzicka has a bad mood, but in general I
enjoy it,” he said.

In Germany he didn’t sing a lot, but he did sing in the school choir
few years ago.

“I like to sing and I haven’t sung in such a professional group be-
fore,” he said.

Manuel enjoys being at SES a lot even though this school differs
from his German one.

“I think the atmosphere here is very warm and enjoyable,” he said.
“The relationships between students and teachers are much closer (than in
Germany).”

When he’s back in Germany, he has a lot of other outside-of-school
interests. Manual flies gliders (planes without engines) and his hobby is to
ride a motor scooter.

Just like all teenagers in Germany, he goes to clubs and dances.
However, unlike American teens, German teens are not as self-conscious,
he said.

“(Dating is) not such a big deal in Germany as it is here,” he said.
“We can show up in public and kiss each other.”  He said that no one would
even pay any attention.

He said that generally he feels more independent in Germany and
that it took him a little time to adapt to life in the U.S.

“It took some time for me to fit in here,” he said. “In Germany I had
more independence.”

However, like all teenagers in Germany and the United States, he
likes to travel and has interesting plans for future.

“I’ll probably go to Washington or to New York,” he said.
He also hopes to gain more skills in English and to get to know

Americans better.
He said his impression of American life is positive.
“Everything is bigger here; life is faster and busier,” he said.

Secret model.  Some nice white cotton undies will do me just fine.
3) And I don’t just want clothes; I want a real man.  Who wants a

wimped-out excuse for a boyfriend like Ken?  Come on! Just between
you and me, Ken hasn’t exactly always been faithful.  Once I caught him
and Staci in the dreamhouse…alone.  I hate to make assumptions, but I
don’t trust that floozy.   Not only that, but Ken and Spiderman are
getting a little too close for comfort.

Give me a guy with some attitude — G.I. Joe, for example.  Now
THERE’S a rebel.  He’s a fun lovin’, enemy hatin’, war lovin’ kinda guy.
He’s not the type of guy who’s only after one thing, which reminds
me…

4) I need breast reduction surgery.  There is no woman in this
world whose weight lies mostly in her bra.  How do you expect me to be
the “ultimate career woman” when I have to walk hunchbacked?  I’m
supposed to be a role model for little girls, not for that bimbo Britney
Spears.

5) And speaking of Britney, she’d look good in a red Santa suit,
but I’m still pencil thin.  I need food.  I’m sure you have plenty to spare.
Feed me!!!  FEED ME CHOCOLATE!!!

I have a lot more wishes out there, but these top five at least get
me started. And remember, if I don’t get what I want, you can find
yourself a new bimbo for Christmas.

Stuck in a pink box,
Barbie
P.S. About that date on Saturday…your sleigh would mess up

my hair. I’m going to have to cancel.  Sorry.  Oh, by the way, I scheduled
you at Jenny Craig.  Tell her I say “hi!”

Opinion
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American life keeps German exchange busy

Barbie speaks out about Christmas
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By Jessica Conway
Role-playing, computers, foreign languages, techno music, and study-

ing government. These are all the things that
senior Dustin Parks loves to do in his spare
time.

“I like to read, role-play, build comput-
ers and read foreign languages,” Parks said.

Parks’ favorite activity is role-playing.
Parks said that role-playing is like a game in
your imagination.

“You roll dice to create a character and
then use those dice to visualize what the char-
acter is doing,” he said.

Parks said it’s like removing yourself
from life’s problems.

“Role-playing is removing yourself from reality to relieve stress,” he
said. “(I like to) pick a character in Lord of the Rings and imagine what it
would be like to live in that character’s life. That is the skimmed top of role-
playing, putting yourself in that person’s shoes.”

Parks has been in a variety of jobs, including fast food clerk, com-
puter technician, and even being a D.J.

“I like techno music,” he said, “mostly because I used to D.J. house
parties and raves.”

Parks said he really wants to be a computer technician or criminal
law lawyer though.

 “I’m going to Brown Mackie for two years to major in computer
science,” he said. “After Brown Mackie, I’m going to law school for four
years to be a criminal lawyer.”

Parks is getting ahead with law school by job shadowing.
“I job-shadowed the county attorney,” he said. “I am in Living On

My Own.”
Parks believes that the job shadowing will help him be better pre-

pared for college.
“I’ll have experience in the criminal law field,” he said.
Parks joked that he has one major goal in life, besides job dreams.
“My goal in life is to become the supreme dictator of the world,” he

said.
Parks said it is hard to sum himself up.
“I am me,” he said.
Parks’ favorite teacher, Mr. Cooper, agrees.
“I wouldn’t even begin to try (to sum him up),” Cooper said.
Parks is currently living with his brother-in law Head Custodian

Josh Massey, the only person that seems able to describe his character.
Massey said that Parks is very individualistic and independent.
“He’s like a brother to me. I like Dustin,” Massy said. “I think he’s

smart. We have a lot of things in common. He is very individualistic and
independent. I like that in a person.”

Massey said that he doesn’t try to inflict many rules on Parks; he
just has to follow the rules of the household.

“When we initially approached him, it was under the understanding
that his grades would be his rent for staying with us,” Massey said. “Other
than that, he just has to follow the same rules as everybody else (in the
household). Pick up after yourself, do your share of the chores, keep music
turned low. If you invite someone over, let everybody else know. Dustin
doesn’t have a curfew or have to ask to go somewhere. (He just has to) keep
his grades up and follow the rules of the house.”

Parks said he’s living with Massey because home life got rough and
Josh is the basis of what Parks wants to become.

“To me, Josh is the basis of what I want to become,” he said. “He
says I am smart and independent, but honestly without him or my sister, I
would be homeless. I owe a lot to them both. Josh has been a release point
in my life for many things. I can go to him for my problems, and oddly
enough, he understands them. But now, I’m just glad he’s my brother-in-
law. I look up to him, more than he will know.”

Like father like daughter...Stephenson seeks leadership

Variety of interests catch new senior’s attention

By Janie Verhoeff
Like father like daughter … sophomore Colby’s Stephenson is fol-

lowing in her father’s footsteps.
Her father, Craig, holds an office as presi-

dent of the Saline County Commission, while
Stephenson is an FCCLA State Board for Healthy
Kids and a Peer Education team member.

As a State Study Body Peer Education
Team Member, Stephenson is involved with peer
education.

State advisor Irene Storrer asked her to be
on the team.  Stephenson agreed and has since
found herself gaining lots of experiences speaking
and leading through FCCLA/peer education.

Stephenson travels to different schools
putting on presentations about peer education
for FCCLA.

Following is an interview with the budding politician.
Question:  How has FCCLA helped you?
Answer: FCCLA has helped me become a better leader in some of

the other organizations I’m involved in.
Question:  Is FCCLA helping you out on your future plans of being

a lawyer? If so, how?
Answer: It has helped me to become more comfortable with an

audience and know how to get an audiences attention when it is needed.
Question:  What similarities and differences do you see between you

and your dad?

Answer: We both enjoy politics but don’t always agree on certain
issues.

Question:   Do you think you’ve changed since you’ve taken a big
role in FCCLA?

Answer: I think I’ve become a better leader since I’ve been in Peer
Ed.

Question: Do you write out your speech or just memorize the speech?
Answer: We have it written out like a script, but we have done it so

many times now that I don’t need the paper anymore.
 Question: Are you nervous ever?
Answer: Not anymore. The first time I was shaking so bad I could

barely hold my notebook still.
Question: How do you prepare for your speeches?
Answer:  Usually I just go in there and wing it! I should probably

take the time to read it in front of an audience, but with my hectic schedule
it’s hard to find time!

Question:  What motivates you to do what you do in FCCLA?
Answer: I like to help and teach other people. It’s also a great feeling

to have a classroom full of peers focused on what you are saying.
Question:  How did you get to be where you are in FCCLA?
Answer: It was hard! To become a peer educator, I had to fill out an

application, make a two-minute video about a national program and write a
50-word paragraph on why I would be a good peer educator.

Question:  Are you trying to follow in your father’s footsteps?
Answer: It would be nice to hold a political office someday, but

that’s a long way off and a lot of things would have to fall in place for that
to happen.
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Big brothers, sisters hit the rink with their littles
By Lindsay Zeller

Big Brothers and Big Sisters were
all wheels Dec. 4 when 32 members and
their littles headed out for some fun.

The skating party was the BBBS
monthly activity for December.

Sponsor Mrs. Judy White said that
“to the surprise of everyone, Brian
Korbelik was a great skater!”

She added that even Brad Brock was
a man on wheels.

“Brad looked like a fullback on
skates,” she said.

BBBS members are currently plan-
ning the monthly activities for January and
February.

In January, littles will go to a bas-
ketball game to cheer along with the pep
squad.

The group will meet next week with

the Salina BBBS coordinator to plan
February’s activity, “Bowl for Kids’
Sake.”

White said that the Southeast BBBS
group is thriving and that the organization
is at its maximum number.  There are 12-
15 students who are on the waiting list
for this year but the organization has cho-
sen to keep the total number of partici-
pants around 60 because it’s less expen-
sive and easier to sponsor when all mem-
bers can ride on one bus together.

Every nine weeks there is a group
of Outstanding Members.  Last nine
weeks the outstanding members were
Haylie Colby, Troy Terry, and Jeremy Will.

The officers for Big Brothers this
year are President, Jordon Komp; Vice-
president, Kyle Hartman; and Public Re-
lations, Jeremy Will and Troy Terry.

Big Sisters officers are Presidents,
Laura Reed and Alicia Pavkov; Vice-presi-
dent, Jamie Schropp; and Public Rela-
tions, Shai Elliot.

High school students involved in the
organization are Shai Elliot, Jamie
Schropp, Dan Carr, Troy Terry, Laura
Reed, Haylie Colby, Tammi Verhoeff, Jer-
emy Will, Rachael Flax, Janell Schmidt,
Alicia Pavkov, Jason Mann, Jordon Komp,
Jami Brown, Jason Zeller, Stephanie
Tinkler, Jessica Geelen, Kyle Hartman,
Amanda Ziegler, Derek Kruse, Nicole
Koffman, Brad Brack, Matt Myers, Rena
Fowles, Meladee Garst, Matt Garretson,
Sarah Erdner, Amy Mendenhall, Roy
Riffle, Brian Korbelik, Andy Clifford,
Lucas Bolte, Jamie Bush and Kelsey
Short.

By Tammi Verhoeff
Dinner for four…$40.  Getting the prime seat at a basketball

game complete with dinner…$1 (and a little luck). You and your
friends being served by your own
personal waiter in a bright orange
jumpsuit and ball and chain complete
with silver platter who also happens
to be Craig  Stephenson… priceless.

Mr. Brad Edwards was the first
winner of the “SES Security Suite”
drawing on Dec. 6.  Dressed in a tux-
edo, band director Mr. Quentin Breese
was his personal servant, and
Edwards sat in the best seat in the
house.

Randy and Julie Ziegler were
the second winners.  They were
served by Craig Stephenson during
the boy’s basketball game against
Sacred Heart.

“SES Security Suite” is a
project set up by Mr. Scott Thirkell,
the Southeast of Saline Resource Of-
ficer, to raise money for the new
School Safety Fund.

For a dollar donation, anyone
can buy a chance to sit in “SES Security Suite.”  Once there, you
and up to three of your friends receive a first quarter drink and
snack and a third quarter meal, which includes one of the following:
homemade nachos, stuffed crust pepperoni pizza or hot wings and
barbeque wings.  Not only that, but it will be served to you from
your very own butler equipped with tux and a silver platter.

Officer Scott brings new fun to basketball

Craig Stephenson serves Jeremy Ziegler and Mitch Mugler,
winners of the Security Suite at the boys’ game against Sacred
Heart Tuesday, Dec. 10. (Photo courtesy of Mr. Scott Thirkell)

“I set up the fund so the school could have money at its
disposal for things like training seminars and first aid kits and flash-

lights in every classroom,”
Thirkell said.

He said that with recent
budget cuts, funding will be
limited; security resources will
have to be found outside the
school budget.

“Target of Salina has
donated eight ‘walkies’ so far
and I’m hoping to get more.
The first thing I want to do
with the money is get a first
aid kit and flashlight in every
classroom,” Thirkell said.

There are applications
a student and/or teacher can
fill out if they feel they want
to tap into the fund for other
needs.

“If a student wants to
attend a ‘Stop the Violence’
seminar or if a teacher wants
to attend a crisis intervention

seminar, they can use the fund,” Thirkell said.
So far the “SES Security Suite” has been a success, Thirkell

said.
“The Security Suite is doing a lot better than I expected,” he

said.  “I’m really pleased with the results so far.”



News The Trojournal    Nov. 22, 2002•page 7

Advanced biology
examines cadavers

By Jessica Conway
Liver tumors, lung cancer and ca-

davers caught the attention of  Mrs. Katie
Hess’s advanced Biology class when they
went to Cloud County Community College
to view male and female cadavers Dec. 3.

While there, the students were al-
lowed to view what the cadavers died from.
One specimen died of lung cancer and the
other due to complications of Alzheimer’s.

Advanced Biology students study
the systems of the body, and Hess believes
it is important they get to view real bodies
and not just images on computers.

“I believe it is important to use a ca-
daver and not just a computerized speci-
men,” Hess said. “The specimen that died
from cancer of the lungs also had cancer
of the liver. Using a computer version
would not have shown the liver tumor.”

By Mr. Bob Sauber
Thirteen SES students placed in the

top ten in at least one event, and seven
students placed in the top five in at least
one event at the Fort Hays State Univer-
sity Math Relays on Nov. 14.

Southeast of Saline students placed
10th overall .  The Relays are a series of six
tests covering a variety of topics such as
algebra, trigonometry, geometry, calcula-
tors, and applications.

Approximately 1500 students from
72 schools attended the competition.
Thirty-five Southeast of Saline students
competed either as individuals or as part
of three person teams.

  Among the top individual finish-
ers were Alicia Pavkov, 2nd in Trigonom-
etry and 7th in Calculations with Calcula-
tors, and Brady Srna, 7th in Applications.

Among the top team finishers were
Emily Eilders, Joe Sparacino, and Amanda
Ziegler, 10th in Trigonometry; Robert Gra-
ham, Kristina Lenz, and James McDowell
8th in Algebraic Manipulations; Derek
Kruse, Amber Earles, and Sarah Maine, 7th

in Algebraic Manipulations; Robert Gra-
ham, James McDowell, and Carissa Kruse,
1st in Calculations with Calculators; and
Jordon Komp, Jay Knopf, and Emily
Eilders, 4th in Calculations with Calcula-
tors.

Math students fair
well at math relays

By Janie Verhoeff
Technology is advancing and Southeast of

Saline is advancing with it.
Last week, Principal Monte Couchman and

MIS Director Mr. Neal Heidel unveiled a new
mobile lab to teachers. Since then students have
been using the lab regu-
larly.

The lab includes
30 Pentium IV 2.0 GHz
Compaq laptops, a
printer that prints on
both sides of the paper
and a computer projec-
tor, among other things.

The total cost
was approximately
$45,500, Heidel said.

Heidel said that
funding for the purchase
came from the school’s
capital outlay fund.  The
capital outlay fund con-
tains money that can be
used to purchase equipment but not for general
operating expenses.

Couchman said that the choice of a mobile
lab rather than a stationary lab was simple.

“(There is) no extra room for full-size com-
puters,” Couchman said.

The new mobile computers will be used
for kindergarten through twelfth grade students
during school hours. The computers can’t be
checked out; they can only be used at school.

The computers connect to the internet
through wireless technology. To establish an
internet connection, the computers must be within
90 meters in a school setting (depending on the
environment and obstacles such as brick/concrete
walls and metal structures) of the base portion of
the lab, which is contained on the cart with the
printer.

“The laptops communicate with our
school’s network by way of radio signals. These

signals are sent from the laptop’s wireless net-
work card to an access point connected to our
network.  There are access points installed in the
Elementary and Secondary libraries as well as on
the mobile laptop cart. When the laptops are
within range of any of these access points they

have access to the
same resources
that a desktop ma-
chine has on our
network.  Each
laptop can access
the Internet, save
to the network and
print to our
school’s printers,”
Heidel said.

Many of
the teachers and
the school technol-
ogy committee felt
that students
would benefit
from having an ac-

cessible lab.  SES has computers in the typing
rooms and in several other classrooms, but those
labs are often dedicated to typing, drafting, jour-
nalism, agriculture, or other classes and are, there-
fore, not available to teachers who want to use
computers for a special project.

Some teachers have already used the mo-
bile lab for their classes.

“They are a great addition our facilities,”
said Mr. Bill Gies, one of the first teachers to sign
up for the lab. “The real test will come when it’s
time for writing assessments.”

He said that English teachers allow stu-
dents to use computers to write their local and
state assessment papers and that it has been dif-
ficult to schedule the stationary computer labs
during some blocks of the day.

The administration hopes that the mobile
lab will allow more students to be working on
computers at one time.

By Janie Verhoeff
The Grinch may have stolen the FCCLA-

sponsored Deck the Seminar Member contest
yesterday, but tonight’s FCCLA-sponsored dance
after the basketball game is still slated.

The dance will be held in the elementary
cafeteria from 9:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. There will
be a DJ, and the cost will be $3 per person.

Proceeds from tonight’s dance will be des-
ignated to the Kansas Community Service Project
organizition of Whichita Children’s Home and
Therapy  charity fund.

FCCLA advisor Jaunelle Garretson made
the decision Wednesday to cancel the seminar
contest due to a lack of participants.

Vice-president of Public Relations Amber
Earles said she thought it was  good choice to
cancel the seminar event.

“So many people have been sick and busy,
and  very few seminars were planning to partici-
pate in the event,” she said.  “A lot of us have
been absent and have tests to make up.”

Earlier this month, FCCLA hosted a ba-
nana split party on Dec. 3 for all members of
FCCLA to learn more about STAR events.

On Jan. 9, State Study Body Peer Educa-
tion Team Member Colby Stephenson will be a
student member on a state-wide Healthy Choice
Committee that is meeting in Salina at the Salina
Health Department.

FCCLA  gets into Christmas  spirit with  dance tonight

SES acquires new technology

Brett Keeler, Ashley Rathbun and Jeremy Will
test out the new laptobs during Mr. Anderson’s
English class last week.(Photo by Mr. Gary
McClure)
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By Mitcher Barnes
In college the Heisman Trophy eluded Michael Vick and so

did the Davey O’Brien National Quarterback Award given to the
best quarterback in college
football.  One award that
should not disregard Vick
is the NFL’s Most Valuable
Player.

In just his second
season in the National
Football League, Vick is
bedazzling defenses with
his Barry Sanders-type
legs and his John Elway
arm.  The Atlanta Falcons
are 8-5-1 this season with
Vick at the helm, and no
other player in the national
football league is more
valuable to his team than
Vick.  Vick’s 3062  total
yards and 21 total touch-
downs account for 61 per-
cent of the team’s total of-
fense.  Amazingly, Vick is
also the team’s leading
rusher with 703 yards.

For those of you
who have not had the
privilege of watching Vick,
you are missing the best
athlete in any sport today
and maybe in history.  Vick
has the ability to be the
Michael Jordan - Tiger
Woods of the NFL.

With his 4.3 speed,
he has the capability to
turn a loss into not only a
gain but a touchdown in a
few seconds.

Vick also is known to
be a freak in the weight
room.  He benches 360
pounds and squats over
520.

In week 13, the Min-
nesota Vikings saw first-
hand the raw athleticism
and power of Vick when he
scorched their defense for
173 yards rushing, and 173
yards passing. Vick accounted for 346 of Atlanta’s 379 yards.

His NFL record 173 rushing yards included the game-winning
46-yard touchdown run in overtime to capture the victory for the

Vick should be MVP
Falcons 30-24 on Sunday, Dec. 1.

Four years ago, the NFL saw the quarterback position evolve
from immobile pocket passers such as Dallas Cowboy quarterback

Troy Aikman to running
quarterbacks such as
Donovan McNabb,
Dante Culpepper, and
Aaron Brooks.

Last year the NFL
was in awe of
McNabb’s running
skills and his value to
his team’s success.
This year, however, fans
are seeing someone
who is a league above
McNabb.

Vick has revolu-
tionized the quarterback
position.  Vick has sim-
ply not only been his
team’s most valuable
player but in some
games, he has single-
handedly willed his
team to victory.

Vick’s threat of
taking off and running
terrorizes defenses.  De-
fenses just do not have
to worry about him
scrambling for a first
down, but they have to
stay disciplined so he
does not end up in the
end zone.

The scary thing
for opposing teams is
that Vick is still raw as a
quarterback, and he is
still a top contender for
the NFL’s most valu-
able player award.

Hopefully, Vick
will have luck on his side
and he will avoid seri-
ous injury so he won’t
have to modify the way
he electrifies the game.
Once Vick perfects his
passing skills and gets
more solid players at re-

ceiver, people should be ready for a show like no other, the Michael
Vick show.

Michael Vick has the Atlanta Falcons flying high with an 8-5-1 record.  Vick
has 2,359 yards passing and an amazing 703 yards rushing.  (Photo used with
permission from Jimmy Cribb)



Chantay Seim looks to shoot against Lost
Springs - Centre. The Trojans won the game
76-38. (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Melinda
Smith)
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By Mitcher Barnes
Tuesday the Southeast of Saline

Trojan girl’s basketball squad collided
with league rival the Minneapolis Lions.

The Trojans, who were vying to
remain unbeaten early in NCAA league
play, soundly smacked the Lions 64-44
to improve their overall record to 4-1 (2-
0 in NCAA League).

The Trojans opened up the game
with an 11-0 run on the Lions.  The Li-
ons were overwhelmed by the Trojans’
speed and defensive pressure.  The Tro-
jans capitalized on turnovers several
times.

Senior point guard Emily Eilders
started off hot by scoring eight points in
the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the Lions
battled back, converting on several
forced passes into the paint.

The Loins cut the deficit all the way
to five points with 2:34 seconds remain-
ing in the half, but SES senior Jamie
Schropp then caught fire and came away

By Mitcher Barnes
Tuesday, the Southeast of Saline

boys’ basketball squad lost 79-52 to the
Minneapolis Lions, falling to 0-4 on the
season.

One of the Trojans’ bright spots
this season, forward Jason Mann, came
away with a team high 12 points but was
not able to duplicate his 25 point perfor-
mance he had the previous week against
the Beloit Trojans and their 6’9” center
Jeff Pruitt.

Early in the game, the Trojans
found themselves down 23-8 after the
Lions forced several arrant passes and
turnovers.  The Trojans battled back, but
the Lions went into half time leading 39-
20.

The second half was much of the
same.  The Lions defense generated prob-
lems for the Trojans but some relief came
when several lions entered foul trouble
in the third quarter.  Players in foul trouble
included Minneapolis junior Josh Lott
who eventually fouled out of the game.

Girls thump Minneapolis, improve to 3-1

Boys lose to Minneapolis, fall to 0-4

with eight points in the quarter to pull
the Trojans’ lead back up to 12.

In the second half, the Trojans wid-
ened their lead to 20 points.  The Tro-
jans went continually down low to sopho-
more Jessi Swanson.  Swanson domi-
nated the paint and boards and came
away with nine points in the second half.

Coach Wayne Sager’s Trojans had
four players in double digits including a
game-high 16 points from Schropp.
Eilders and Swanson both added 13, and
sophomore Chantay Seim added another
12.

The Belleville Buffaloes come to
SES tonight in another NCAA league
matchup.

 The Trojans are looking to go 3-0
in NCAA league play.  The Trojans have
had two solid outings against league
teams this year and hope to continue that
trend tonight.

“I felt we played with great inten-
sity, and I hope we continue that against
Belleville,” Eilders said.

Mann was the lone Trojan in double
figures but seniors Jordon Komp and Matt
Garretson generated 13 points together.

Tonight the Trojans faced a well-
coached Belleville Buffalo’s team coached
by Southeast graduate Alan Sheets.  The
Trojans are looking for an upset and for
their first victory of the season.  A win
would give the Trojans some momentum
heading into the break.

“Belleville is the third-ranked team
in 3A.  We have to take care of the ball
better than we did against Minneapolis.
We know that Belleville will pressure us
just like Minneapolis did,” Garretson said.

“Belleville is the third-
ranked team in 3A.  We have
to take care of the ball better
(tonight) than we did against
Minneapolis.” --senior guard
Matt Garretson

Nick Ryan looks up court against the
Sacred Heart Knights.  (Photo courtesy of
Melinda Smith)
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Trojan Boys at a Glance

Sports Box
By Mitcher Barnes
Boy’s Basketball
Lost Springs-Centre 59-53L
Sacred Heart 64-50L
Beloit 68-49L
Minneapolis 79-52L

Record:  0-4
Girls Basketball
Lost Springs-Centre 76-38W
Sacred Heart 19-47L
Beloit 61-51W
Minneapolis 64-44W

Record:  3-1
Wrestling
Dual Ellsworth Won
Lincoln Quad 2nd
Minneapolis Inv 2nd
Duel Beloit Won

Five SES football players claim honors
By Mitcher Barnes

Five Southeast of Saline
football players — senior run-
ning back Adam Stephenson,
offensive/defensive linemen Ja-
son Korbelik, linebacker Bradley
Brack, wide reciever Broc Tan-
ner, and quarterback Matt
Garretson — have received post
season honors.

Running back Adam
Stephenson, who rushed for a
school record 2,176 yards, was
recognized by the Kansas Foot-
ball Coaches Association

By Coy Cox
SES wrestling started off with a boom

this year with quick wins against number
seven ranked Ellsworth, last year’s second
place state team, and number four ranked
Beloit.

“These were two good wins and
boosted our spirit,” Assistant Coach Travis
Morris said.

Head Coach Jeff Tanner believes they
have a winning team this year.

“This year has been excellent. We have
a good team. We did well at the Lincoln tour-
nament but slumped a little this week at Min-
neapolis. Right now, though, we are looking
for a league championship,” Tanner said.

The Trojans lead league right now
with a 2-0 dual record.

At the Lincoln tournament Saturday,
Dec. 7, the team got second overall, produc-
ing three champions, Adam Spaney (119)
Coy Cox (125) and Austin Barnes (130). The
Trojans even had placers in 12 of the 14
weight classes that they filled.

At Minneapolis on Saturday Dec. 14,
there were only three medalists, Adam
Spaeny (119), Coy Cox (125), and Austin

Barnes (130) were all second place.
Even with a second place win Barnes

doesn’t believe the team did well.
“We did not wrestle well at all. Only

those kids in the finals and nobody in the
consolations. That isn’t going to make us
win tournaments,” Barnes said.

This week the Trojans will wrestle at

the Crossroads Invitational at Bellville Dec.
21.

Spaeny believes that this weekend will
be a good test for the team.

“We have been doing great so far. This
weekend will be a good test for our team.
This is a tournament with a lot of stacked
teams,” Spaney said.

(KFCA) 3A All-State first team.
Both the Wichita Eagle and the
Topeka Capital recognized him
as a first team all-state.

Stephenson was also rec-
ognized as top 11 All-Area and
All-County by the Salina Jour-
nal.

“We had a great season as
a team.  I couldn’t have had the
stats that I got without my team-
mates.  It was a privilege to play
with them,” said Stephenson.

Jason Korbelik, who
played right guard for the Tro-

Sophomore Adam Spaney gets ready to wrestle beliot’s Dan Smith last friday night at
southeast of saline high school.  (Photo courtesy of Mr. Rex Cooper)

Stephenson Brack Korbelik Garretson Tanner

jans, was recognized also by the
KFCA.  Both the Wichita Eagle
and the Topeka Capital recog-
nized him as first team all-state.

Korbelik was also chosen
third team All-Area by the Salina
Journal for both offensive and
defensive line and was chosen
to play in the Shrine Bowl that
will be played later next year.

Brad Brack was chosen by
the KFCA for his play at line-
backer.  The Wichita Eagle rec-
ognized wide receiver Broc Tan-
ner as honorable mention all-

state.
Quarterback Matt

Garretson was selected as an
honorable mention quarterback
by the Topeka Capital.

Trojans knock off second-ranked Ellsworth
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Sophmore Ashley Turnbull
prepares to glitter the assorted
shapes in her French class
Wednesday, Dec. 11. The
students were decorating for
their Christmas party, which
was held on the following
Friday. (Photo by Jessica
Conway)

By Nataliya Chornak
NHS students have been

very busy these last two weeks.
On Saturday December 7, NHS
represented SES at the March of
Dimes Breakfast with Santa..

There were 15 volunteers
that worked from 6:45 am to 11:00
a.m.

The director said the SES
students were the best volun-
teers that they had working that
day.

NHS students also col-
lected more food then ever be-
fore at the annual NHS Scaven-
ger Hunt and over 50 new toys
were brought for the Angel Tree.

On Wednesday, Dec. 18,
NHS members worked at the Sal-
vation Army. They helped over
700 families with food distribu-
tion and toy selection.

By Lindsay Zeller
WWII pilot Mrs. Kaye

Dudley didn’t fly in for
Southeast’s annual Hanging of
the Greens this year, but Santa
and several secondary students
and faculty members tried to fill
the void.

For the first time in 14
years, Dudley didn’t deliver the
keynote closing dramatic read-
ing that has concluded each
previous Hanging of the
Greens.

Dudley has moved to Ne-
braska to be closer to her son
Phil and did not make the trip
back to Kansas.

“I missed having Mrs.
Dudley at the Hanging of the
Greens.  I missed her speech she
always gives, with stories and
advice.  It’s tradition to have her
here,” said sophomore Erica
Stein.

SES staff became “The
Brady Bunch” and staff and
students performed to fill the
void left by Dudley’s absence.

Events at the Hanging in-
cluded the Stuco slide show and
a skit by the teachers.

Several played music or
sang.  Mr. Don Wagner per-
formed an original Irish Christ-
mas song and he also accompa-
nied Emily Henry, who sang “A
Beautiful Star in Bethlehem.”
The Madrigals sang “The 12
Days of Christmas” and Mrs.
Susan Baird sang “Peace on
Earth.”  Many others also per-
formed.

Though the performers did
well, some students said that the
Brady Bunch was just not com-
plete without Dudley.

“I felt that it wasn’t really
the Hanging of the Greens with-
out Mrs. Dudley.  I missed lis-
tening to her stories,” said se-
nior Molly Carter.

Most students said they
remembered Dudley best as a
substitute teacher, but some said
they knew her as a neighbor or
remembered that she had been a
college professor.

“Things just weren’t the
same without her there.  I really
missed her not being there,” said
senior Kelsey Short.

Mrs. Dudley had substi-
tuted at Southeast for many
years.  She recalled once substi-
tuting for Mr. Wagner when pre-
vious principal Mr. Richard
Harlan walked into the room.
The students were playing cha-
rades. Not only did she get stu-
dents’ attention by playing cha-
rades in English, but she also got
Mr. Harlan involved.

“We somehow got him to
play with us, and he was up there
flailing his arms and acting all
excited.  He really got into the
game,” said Dudley.

Dudley said that substi-
tuting was a pleasant outlet for
her need to teach, and dramatic
reading fulfilled her desire to act.

“It’s such a sad thing that
Kaye and Phil have moved to
Nebraska.  Her effervescent spirit
will be missed here,” said Stuco
sponsor Mr. Terry Anderson.

Emily Henry sings “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem” while Mr. Don Wagner plays guitar at Hanging of
the Greens Tuesday Dec. 17.

Hanging of the Greens flies on at
Southeast  even without Dudley

March of Dimes
director lauds
NHS volunteers


