
HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

January 15, 2021 

 
The Hancock County Board of Education met in Emergency Meeting on Friday, January 15, 2021 at the 

JDRIV Career Center, New Cumberland, commencing at 10:00 am.  Board Members with Danny Kaser, 

President, Toni Hinerman, Vice President, Larry Shaw, and Chris Gillette present; and Michelle Chappell 

via phone.  

 

The meeting was brought to order and those in attendance were asked to stand and recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

The purpose of the meeting: Re-entry plan. 

 

Ms. Petrovich thanked the board members for having this meeting and appreciate them for taking up their 

time. Petrovich stated, “The West Virginia State Board of Education met Wednesday to discuss the return 

of in-person learning. During the meeting, a motion passed that will require all elementary and middle 

school to return to in-person instruction on January 19 regardless of the color associated with the DHHR 

map. Also passed was high schools will attend school in-person unless the county is red on the DHHR 

county Alert System map. When red, Highs Schools will move to remote learning the day after county 

turns red on the DHHR map.” I have spoken with and have met with our local health department. I’ve 

received concerns from parents and staff members regarding in-person 5-days and those who want children 

in school. Based on the information Hancock County will begin operating on a Blended Learning Schedule 

as we did in the Fall. Petrovich explained: Monday, January 18- closed in observance of Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day. Tuesday, January 19- is a planned professional meeting day no students, staff report. 

Wednesday, January 20- there will be no instruction to allow for the preparation for the changes of the 

instructional delivery. Thursday, January 21- Group 1 students with last names beginning with A-K will 

attend school. Friday, January 22- Group 2 students with last names beginning with L-Z will attend school. 

Starting the week of January 25, students with last names beginning with A-K will attend school Monday-

Tuesday and students with last names beginning with L-Z will attend school Thursday-Friday. With the 

start of the second semester High Schools are enhancing their instructional delivery and their expectations. 

High schools will engage in remote learning on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Classes will be 

LIVE everyday but Wednesdays. High school students will follow their normal regular schedule beginning 

with their first period class at 7:20 and remain engaged remotely until dismal time at 2:20. Attendance will 

be taken for each class period. More information will be coming from each high school’s principal to share 

with their staff and parents. I will be posting this on our school website and making school messenger call 

to parents and staff with this information today.  

 

Danny Kaser, President wanted to clarify that you have worked with these high school’s principals 

yesterday on this information. Petrovich stated, yes it will be as close and easiest transition for them. Kaser 

noted listening to the 4-hour board meeting. They made it very clear that we do not have authority to defy 

the state board of education with our oath of office and the structure in this state with the state board being 

created by the constitution of the state and our school board being created by state law, they out rank us. 

Consequences, with some counties defying this, they made it clear that some of the repercussions could be 

state takeover like they do in fiscal emergency, civil action, or citizens could bring civil action if we are not 

complying with state board policy. I just want to reiterate that again to the public; our backs are against the 

wall and we must follow state board policy or we jeopardize the board and this school system. 

 

Larry Shaw asked, will we continue food deliveries? Ms. Petrovich answered yes, this is still available.  

 



Larry Shaw stated CARES money funding could be withheld if we don’t comply. 

 

Ms. Petrovich stated, she did not give a timeline on returning to 5-days, as soon as the opportunity allows 

us to get these students back in school 5-days a week. We’ve had two shot clinics, have vaccinated close to 

200 employees from age 40 and older, we are moving in the right direction.  

 

Chris Gillette asked if it is mandatory for 5-days from state guidelines requirements? Ms. Petrovich noted it 

is not mandatory, we will move forward whether it’s 5-days, 4-days, or starting with 2-days and I certainly 

do not want to move backwards. 

 

Chris Gillette asked if attendance will be taken at all levels, what are we doing for students with no 

internet; if we would open gyms for those who don’t have internet. Ms. Petrovich answered, there are 

options available, but students can watch their teachers live from their phones. We will have more HS 

students able to listen and watch teacher live. If they don’t have internet they should let the schools know.  

 

Michelle Chappell stated with HS going from the DHHR map, utilize live teaching, is this an option for 

Pre-K- 8 and will this be available if family is in quarantine, will there be options for those families? 

Mention before that cameras and microphones purchased for live teaching, can this be used? Ms. Petrovich 

stated there are a few circumstances, but students are expected to be in-person. The option to go to virtual 

school was out there for any parent and deadline has past. Schools have always made allowances for 

special circumstances, but it can’t be forever. Students can’t just not come because you don’t feel like it. 

We are still following all safety protocols need to be followed.   

 

Michelle Chappell stated with a quarter away from vaccinating staff and no one has received 2nd dose, 

circumstances transition time get required 2nd dose brought forward within next couple weeks. Ms. 

Petrovich noted we still have to follow (whether it’s 1 or 2 shots) mitigations strategies, we are still 

following safety protocols (mask, hand hygiene, and social distance). That was huge concern with our staff, 

which is why I choose blended learning with least half amount of students in classrooms.  

 

Ms. Petrovich stated HS will be teaching live.  It’s not planned that the Middle school and elementary 

teaching live all day, because what they are teaching Monday/Tuesday they are teaching same thing on 

Thursday/Friday to the other half of students. This has been a lot of responsibility and hard work on our 

staff. The positives and quarantine comes from Health Department. Each school would have means to help 

that student. I haven’t answered your question, because that wasn’t discussed and not certain of a finally 

answer. I am expressing why we are doing what we are doing.  

 

Michelle Chappell mention that Chris Gillette asked several meetings ago what the capabilities were for 

virtual programs. I’m not sure if you were able to pull some of those plans from different schools.  We 

received very thorough plan from OGMS, but I didn’t know if virtual was the same or if those options were 

available at other schools. I didn’t know if you found any other best practice options. Ms. Petrovich noted, 

well at the time when I was looking, I was looking at all of the ways that the schools were providing 

instructions “past tense”.  I am moving forward so, no I do not have an answer to whether all of the schools 

will be teaching virtual live and whether a student who may be quarantine and get live lessons, but I will 

get back to you with an answer. 

 

Danny Kaser, President noted if they (staff) don’t make Ms. Petrovich aware of what they need (PPE), she 

can’t address it. Ms. Petrovich stated having several conversations with administrators with their staff on 

their needs, you have to let me know, so I can provide it. Thus far, I haven’t heard anything that our 

schools need. 

 

 



Larry Shaw noted, no exceptions being made for Special Education to come in HS or CTE? 

Ms. Petrovich stated nothing from the State Department being mention of this, while we are RED. I have 

spoken with Mr. Enich and his staff. We will address this and get a plan in place. 

 

Danny Kaser, President stated this was discussed as options through CARES money to offer for after 

school or Saturday, but State Department never gave a definite answer.  

 

Chris Gillette asked if we will address that concern? Petrovich, noted this will get addressed. 

 

Chris Gillette asked when not in RED, what will high schools do? Ms. Petrovich stated we will continue to 

follow the county plan when not RED, each HS preferred this. 

 

Michelle Chappell what parameters are you using to get all students back to 5-days? Ms. Petrovich stated 

only using RED for HS, not following like it was followed before. Nothing is concrete yet and I don’t want 

to have decisions revolve around a map.  

 

Larry Shaw asked with speaking with Jackie Huff, Health Department, what type of metric will determine 

closing classes or schools? Ms. Petrovich answered, I can’t speak for the Health Department. Petrovich 

gave an example: if Pre-K had a positive case, we would close that location based on number of cases or 

outbreaks and allow Health Department to do their contact tracing outside the school system; they will help 

guide in that process.  

 

Larry Shaw stated it is good that Ms. Petrovich is getting the information out that a school or a class could 

shut down. 

 

Ms. Petrovich noted our schools have done a nice job and handling the problems arising thus far.  

 

Chris Gillette stated our county has a 0.2% spread rate, it’s safer for them (HS students) to be in school 

then home and running around. So, if we are out of RED will we go back 5-days? Ms. Petrovich noted, no.  

 

Danny Kaser, President noted West Virginia State Board of Education is having an Emergency meeting. 

 

Ms. Petrovich mentioned, in a State Superintendent conference yesterday, they made it clear if we defy the 

guidelines, legislature is keeping a close eye.  

 

Ms. Petrovich made a recommendation at this time, the plan I put forth, to approve this plan at this time. 

 

This was approved with a 4-1 (Chris Gillette- no) vote with Toni Hinerman approved and was supported by 

Larry Shaw. Toni Hinerman congratulated Ms. Petrovich on the work she has done. 

   

ADJOURNMENT      
 

With no further business before the board, Danny Kaser adjourned the meeting. 

 

Danny Kaser, board member adjourned the meeting at 10:35 am.  

 


