
Lfb082721 

Old Fort
COVID-19 Reopening Guidelines

 

While we plan to remain flexible with our decisions, our hope for the 2021
year is a return to normalcy as much as possible.  
collaboratively with all stakeholders
closing achievement gaps and addressing the social, emotional and mental health needs of 
students. Additionally, we will continu
and the Seneca County Health Department (
to fluctuating dynamics.   
 

We have collaborated with other school districts and conferred with local and state
authorities on these issues to make sensible decisions regarding protocols for OFLS.  
Recognizing that there continues to be various perspectives about these topics, we will 
ultimately strive to make the best decisions that are right for 
the more prominent items are outlined in this document. 
 

Please remember that plans must remain fluid, as always.  The following protocols, while 
based on COVID statistics impacting school
altered as the year unfolds with changing needs.  Again, our collective goal is to return to 
normalcy, while protecting the health and safety of all.  I assure you that we will strive to make 
logical and responsible decisions throughout th
and cooperation as we persevere through this challenging time
 
 
Masks 

● Masks are required on the school bus by 
requiring that masks be worn on all public transportation, 

● Other than on the school bus, m
optional for any staff or students who choose to wear them
respect each individual’s/family’s decision on this.

 

Old Fort Local Schools
19 Reopening Guidelines

2021-2022 
Plan Description 

While we plan to remain flexible with our decisions, our hope for the 2021
year is a return to normalcy as much as possible.  Old Fort Local Schools will continue to work 

all stakeholders to provide in-person learning opportunities with a focus on 
closing achievement gaps and addressing the social, emotional and mental health needs of 
students. Additionally, we will continue to cooperate with the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) 

County Health Department (SCHD) to ensure we are responding appropriately 

We have collaborated with other school districts and conferred with local and state
authorities on these issues to make sensible decisions regarding protocols for OFLS.  
Recognizing that there continues to be various perspectives about these topics, we will 
ultimately strive to make the best decisions that are right for our district.  Old Fort’s protocols for 
the more prominent items are outlined in this document.   

Please remember that plans must remain fluid, as always.  The following protocols, while 
based on COVID statistics impacting school-aged children and present conditions, may be 
altered as the year unfolds with changing needs.  Again, our collective goal is to return to 
normalcy, while protecting the health and safety of all.  I assure you that we will strive to make 
logical and responsible decisions throughout the year.  Thank you for your continued 

as we persevere through this challenging time!  

Masks are required on the school bus by an order previously issued by the CDC 
requiring that masks be worn on all public transportation, including school busses
Other than on the school bus, masks will not be mandatory in schools.  Masks will be 
optional for any staff or students who choose to wear them in our buildings
respect each individual’s/family’s decision on this. 

Schools 
19 Reopening Guidelines 

While we plan to remain flexible with our decisions, our hope for the 2021-2022 school 
Schools will continue to work 

person learning opportunities with a focus on 
closing achievement gaps and addressing the social, emotional and mental health needs of 

rtment of Health (ODH) 
responding appropriately 

We have collaborated with other school districts and conferred with local and state 
authorities on these issues to make sensible decisions regarding protocols for OFLS.  
Recognizing that there continues to be various perspectives about these topics, we will 

district.  Old Fort’s protocols for 

Please remember that plans must remain fluid, as always.  The following protocols, while 
nditions, may be 

altered as the year unfolds with changing needs.  Again, our collective goal is to return to 
normalcy, while protecting the health and safety of all.  I assure you that we will strive to make 

continued support 

order previously issued by the CDC 
ncluding school busses. 

.  Masks will be 
in our buildings, and we will 
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● Consistent and correct mask usage throughout the school day will minimize the need for 
quarantine when someone is exposed to COVID-19 in the classroom setting.  See the 
flowchart from ODH for more information on quarantine guidelines. 

● The school team may create a health plan for students who are medically fragile based 
on the district nurse’s input in consultation with the parent(s). This may include 
preferential seating, mask guidance, etc. 
 

Vaccination  
● Old Fort Schools will not be mandating vaccinations for students or employees.  This 

decision rests with each individual/family to choose whichever path they feel is right for 
them.  However, we do encourage families to educate themselves on the facts 
regarding the vaccine from trusted sources.  We will respect all decisions on this 
matter. 

● That being said, please understand that the current quarantine guidelines will require 
longer periods of quarantine and isolation for unvaccinated individuals. 

 
Physical Distancing 

● While not mandated, maintaining social distances of at least 6 feet apart when masks 
are not worn (or 3 feet when masks are used) from other persons will help mitigate 
transmission of germs and will help minimize the need for quarantine when someone in 
the classroom setting tests positive for COVID-19. 

● Whenever possible, we recommend that physical distancing be maintained. 
 
Materials/Cleaning 

● Classroom materials may be shared if necessary.  
● Water fountains at the elementary will remain off, so students should bring water bottles 

daily. 
● Teachers will encourage regular hand washing and use of hand sanitizer. 
● Staff will be diligent about routine cleaning protocols and sanitation of high touch areas. 
● Plexiglass barriers currently in place are optional.  
● There are no restrictions in place for outdoor recess and playground activities, although 

physical distancing as much as possible will help reduce possible spread of illness 
among students.  However, we want kids to be kids and enjoy recess as they should. 

 
Reporting/Contact Tracing 

● Positive individuals should stay home or be sent home immediately. 
● Positive test results should be reported to the Seneca County Health Department at 419-

447-3691. 
● Contact tracing will be conducted by the SCHD with assistance from a third party 

company.  Schools will assist in identifying close contacts within the school setting and 
communicating immediate quarantine information for the time being until the affected 
individuals receive complete quarantine guidance from the health department. 

 
Quarantining 

● The school district will cooperate with the Seneca County Health Department for return 
dates and decisions on isolation/quarantine. However, a brief overview of quarantine 
guidelines are as follows: 

○ “Close contact” is now defined as being within 6 feet of an infected individual for 
at least 15 minutes if you are unmasked or within 3 feet of an infected individual 
for at least 15 minutes if you are masked. 

○ Regardless of vaccination status, students/employees who test positive for 
COVID-19 must remain home and isolate for 10 days.   

○ Vaccinated individuals exposed in a K-12 classroom setting can remain in the 
normal in-person classroom setting and participate in extracurricular and sports 
activities as long as they have no symptoms.  They will be required to wear a 
mask for 14 days after exposure or until they receive a negative viral (PCR or 
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antigen) test performed 3-5 days after exposure.  If they test positive, they should 
isolate for at least 10 days from the date of the positive test. 

○ Unvaccinated individuals exposed in a K-12 classroom setting who consistently 
wore a mask can remain in the normal in-person classroom setting and 
participate in extracurricular and sports activities as long as they have no 
symptoms.  They will be required to wear a mask for 14 days or until 7 days if 
they receive a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test performed at least 5 days after 
exposure.  If they test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the 
date of the positive test. 

○ Unvaccinated individuals exposed in a K-12 classroom setting who did not 
consistently wear a mask can return to normal classroom and extracurricular 
activities 10 days after the last date of exposure.  They can return to normal 
classroom and extracurricular activities after 7 days if they receive a negative 
viral (PCR or antigen) test that was performed at least 5 days after exposure.  If 
they test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date of the 
positive test. 

 
Attendance 

● Health checks should be conducted at home prior to school.  Individuals with COVID-19 
symptoms should remain at home. 

● The district nurse will continue to screen students who become ill during the school day. 
● Individuals presenting with possible COVID signs or symptoms, as advised by the Ohio 

Department of Health, during the school day will be sent home immediately. 
● Employees are to report absences as sick days as with any other illness. All Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) leave days have expired.   
● The school district will continue to use the COVID-19 attendance code if students are 

reported absent for positive COVID-19 tests, sent home for COVID-19-like symptoms or 
quarantined/isolated by the Seneca County Health Department.   

● The Seneca County Health Department will determine when isolation and quarantine are 
necessary and when students/staff may safely return to school and extracurricular 
activities. 

● Families should report COVID-related absences through the building secretaries during 
the school day or by using the COVID reporting line after hours. By indicating the 
absence is due to COVID-19, the absence will be coded accordingly.  

● Make-up work will be communicated by the classroom teacher as with any other illness.   
● We will follow our building homework policies in terms of make-up assignments. 

Food and Beverages/Lunch  
● We will follow regular food and beverage guidance as outlined in student handbooks.   
● The elementary will retain four lunch periods as an effort to space students out.  Seating 

charts may be used at the elementary if we find it becomes necessary for contact 
tracing.   

● The Junior High/High School will utilize both the Commons and Auditorium stage for 
lunch for increased physical distancing. 

● Six feet physical distancing is not possible with all students in the cafeteria, but students 
will be distanced as much as possible. 

 
Meetings 

● Zoom is still an option for parent/school district meetings.  
● Parent/guardian meetings may continue to be conducted via Zoom when convenient.    

In-person meetings will be held when requested by the parent/guardian or deemed most 
appropriate by the team.  

● Specific details regarding Parent/Teacher Conferences will be determined when the time 
comes.  
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Guests/Visitors 
● Guests and visitors will be allowed in school district buildings on a limited basis.  
● Guests and visitors should self-screen for symptoms and stay home if symptomatic. 
● Guests and visitors will follow regular check-in procedures and rules outlined in school 

handbooks.  
● Guests and visitors must answer the COVID-related questions upon check-in at the 

school office. 
● At this time, there are no capacity restrictions for indoor or outdoor athletic contests. 

 
Transportation 

● Students will not be physically distanced on the busses. 
● Parents/guardians have the option of providing their own transportation.  
● No bus passes will be issued this year. 
● ALL STUDENTS/ADULTS MUST WEAR MASKS ON THE BUS.  Masks are required on 

the school bus by an order previously issued by the CDC requiring that masks be worn 
on all public transportation, including school busses.  Anyone without a mask will not be 
permitted to board school transportation. 

● All bus cleaning and sanitation protocols will continue on a regular basis. 
 
 
These protocols may be altered as necessary throughout the year as we appropriately respond 
to the fluidity of the pandemic. 
 


