
ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT (AHERA) 
 

In 1986, Congress passed the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (A HERA). The 
law requires that all school buildings be inspected to certify any asbestos containing building 

materials. That law further requires the development of a Management Plan, based on the 
findings of the inspection, which outlines our intent in controlling the potential for exposure 

to asbestos fibers in our buildings. Virtually any building built before the late 1970's contains 
at least some asbestos in pipe insulation and structural surroundings. We too have areas of 

the older sections of our buildings that contain asbestos materials. The primary concern 

arises when these materials begin to deteriorate or become damaged. 
 

The original AHERA inspection of our buildings took place during the 1988-89 school 
years. At that time the condition of all asbestos containing materials was assessed. Since 

then, appropriate response actions have been taken to ensure that asbestos is maintained in 
good condition. 

 

A periodic surveillance of each building has occurred every six months since the original 
inspection. Additionally, formal re-inspections were completed in all affected buildings 

every three years since the original inspection. Copies of these reports are on file in the 
Office of the Director of Facilities. 

 
In accordance with regulations of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the school 

district is required to notify parents, guardians, teachers and other employees each year of 

the availability of the Asbestos Management Plans and the response actions we are taking to 
maintain asbestos containing materials in our schools. Custodians and maintenance workers 

have been instructed on the health effects of asbestos and the importance of maintaining the 
material in good condition during their normal day to day activities. 

 
Anyone who wishes to review the Asbestos Management Plan, is asked to contact the 

Superintendent's office for arrangements to do so. 

 
 


