
The BRANNON Family represents CARING
Dr. Londus Brannon was traveling by train through Manhattan when it became 
snowbound. He offered medical assistance during an emergency in Manhattan and 
they convinced him to stay.  He established a clinic, served as Mayor from 
1892-1895, and helped open Silver Cross Hospital.

The WHITSON Family represents FAIRNESS
In 1880, the Wabash railroad paid one dollar to John Whitson to increase travel 
through this area.  In 1881, John Whitson subdivided his own property, known as John 
Whitson’s first subdivision, to establish the business district of Manhattan Village. He 
was also a store owner in Manhattan.

The CUNNINGHAM Family represents RESPECT
Michael J. Cunningham was born and raised in Manhattan.  Mr. Cunningham served 
as Mayor from 1898-1899.  He taught school in Kankakee County, New Lenox, 
Mokena, and Spencer.  He served a principal at a school in Joliet that was later 
named for him.  He also wrote for a newspaper.

The McGOWAN Family represents RESPONSIBILITY
In 1884, Bill McGowan asked the village residents to apply to the state to incorporate.  
When there weren’t enough citizens in the village, the village limits were expanded in 
all directions to satisfy the requirements.  Thanks to Mr. McGowan, the Village of 
Manhattan was incorporated in1886.

The EBERHART Family represents GROWTH
Fred Eberhart came to Manhattan in 1879.  He sold general building material and 
built many homes in Manhattan in the 1890s and 1900s.  He helped incorporate the 
Village of Manhattan.  He devoted much of his time and ability to the improvement of 
the village and served as Mayor for 8 years.

The TENNYSON Family represents TRUSTWORTHINESS
In the late 1880s and early 1900s, a business, “Tennyson’s Drugs” had a building sign 
that read “Drugs, Paints, Oils, Brushes.”  It also served as the first Post Office and 
housed the town’s public telephone.  The residents of Manhattan trusted them to 
have a little bit of everything needed.

The HOERRMANN Family represents CITIZENSHIP
The Hoerrmann family moved to Manhattan in 1885.  They bought land and built the 
Hoerrmann Bakery and Hotel.  Later, apartment flats were added along with a theater 
and dancing pavilion.  Their son, Eugene, served as Postmaster in Manhattan as well 
as Mayor from 1925-1929.
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