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August   26,   2021   

Dear   A.W.   Becker   Community:   
  

Welcome   back!    We   are   so   excited   to   once   again   house   pre-K   through   grade   5   at   the   elementary   
level   and   greet   our   students   for   full   school   days   this   year.    It   has   been   too   long   since   we   have   
been   together   as   a   full   school   community   and   we   are   very   excited   to   see   everyone   back   in   
person.   
  

Our   first   full   day   of   school   is   on   Wednesday,   September   8th.    As   a   reminder,   regular   school   hours   
are   as   follows:   
Monday   -   Thursday   9:00   a.m   -   3:30   p.m   
Friday   9:00   a.m.   -   3:00   p.m.   
  

Students   in   Universal   Pre-Kindergarten   and   Kindergarten   will   have   a   Slow   Start   Program   to   orient   
them   to   our   school   (dates   listed   below   unless   scheduled   otherwise   by   your   teacher).    
UPK   &   K   Slow-Start   dates   for   the   21-22   school   year   are   :   
● Wednesday,   September   8,   2021   
● Thursday,   September   9,   2021   
Students   attending   Slow   Start   on   September   8th   or   9th   will   attend   their   first   full   day   of   school   on   
Friday,   September   10,   2021.    Slow   Start   is   not   a   full-day   event,   and   transportation   will   not   be   
provided.    Each   appointment   is   about   45   minutes   long.   

  
At   A.W.   Becker,   we   pride   ourselves   in   meeting   every   child’s   need   and   creating   targeted   action   
plans   for   continuous   improvement.     As   a   building,   targets/goals   are   created   annually   to   increase   
the   number   of   students   reading   on   grade   level,   increase   the   number   of   students   with   mastery   of   
math   concepts   and   increase   positive   referrals   through   our   school-wide   student   support   system   
(PBIS).    We   have   improved   greatly   in   a   few   short   years   but   we   have   great   potential   in   our   
youngest   learners   at   AWB   and   much   work   to   do!    We   will   work   with   every   student,   help   them   to   
track   their   progress   and   watch   them   shine   as   they   grow.   
  

Happenings   at   AWB   
● We   have   a   new   look!    When   you   next   visit   our   school,   you   will   notice   a   new   lobby   and   main   

office.    In   addition,   we   also   have   a   new   handicap   accessible   health   office   and   a   new   
conference   room.   

● New   staff:   Jennifer   Ames   (Special   Education),   Brittany   LeClair   (Special   Education),   Celinda   
Nastasi   (Reading),   Clare   Esmond   (Art),   Helen   Gregorek   (Speech);   Traci   Campbell   
(Teaching   Assistant);   Samantha   Keyer   (Building   Aide);   Brenda   Pomakoy   (Building   Aide)   

● Virtual   Back   to   School   Night-   Thursday,   September   23rd;   Information   will   be   available   in   
early   September.   

Inquiry     ●     Collabora�on     ●     Risk-Taking     ●     Par�cipa�on     ●     Empathy   



  
  
  

A.W.   Becker   is   a   place   where   we   build   relationships   and   create   a   sense   of   belonging   for   all   our   
students.   With   programs   like   PBIS   and   Second   Step,   we   develop   traits   such   as   empathy,   focus,   
and   emotion   regulation.   We   know   we   need   to   meet   students   where   they   are,   with   whatever   they   
are   carrying.   We   understand   that   the   past   year   has   been   challenging   in   many   ways   and   the   
transition   back   to   school   may   be   difficult   for   some   students.    Our   fabulous   staff   at   A.W.   Becker   is   
here   to   support   all   students.   

  
As   always,   you   will   find   the   latest   updates,   important   school   events,   and   links   to   newsletters   on   
our   official   school   website.    You   are   encouraged   to   sign   up   for   the   RCS   App,   check   email   and   the   
RCS   website   for   the   latest   news   and   guidance.    We   will   again   practice   being   environmentally   
friendly   and   reduce   paper   this   year.    Thus,   our   A.W.   Becker   Handbook   which   contains   the   Code   
of   Conduct,   as   well   as   pertinent   other   forms,   resources   and   points   of   reference,   will   be   posted   on   
our   website.    If   you   do   not   have   internet   access,   a   copy   of   the   handbook   and   all   forms   will   be   
available   in   the   main   office   in   September.     

Our   dedicated   staff   is   already   planning   and   preparing   for   the   return   of   students.    From   the   office   
staff,   to   custodians   to   teaching   staff,   our   school   is   committed   to   offering   your   family   the   best   
education   and   environment   possible.   I   want   to   especially   thank   our   wonderful   PTA   as   they   gear   
up   for   a   new   school   year   providing   our   students   with   amazing   opportunities,   and   offering   some   
very   exciting   events   and   programs.    By   supporting   the   PTA   fundraising   efforts   throughout   the   
school   year,   you   are   helping   our   students   and   our   school   be   successful.    Thank   YOU!   
  

As  we  prepare  to  open  our  doors,  we’re  cognizant  that  COVID-19  continues  to  be  a  health                  
concern  due  to  the  recent  increases  in  the  Delta  variant.  We  will  continue  to  monitor  the  situation                   
closely  and  follow  the  directions  given  to  us  by  the  State  and/or  Albany  County  in  order  to  keep  all                     
of  our  school  community  safe  as  well  as  provide  our  students  with  a  quality  education.  We                  
appreciate  your  patience  and  understanding  as  we  keep  the  safety  of  our  students  and  staff  at  the                   
forefront   .     
  

I  eagerly  look  forward  to  greeting  students  on  September  8th.  Despite  any  challenges  we  may                 
face,  we  are  determined  to  make  2021-2022  an  incredible  year  of  growth  and  learning  for  our                  
students.   
  

Best   regards,   
  

Debra   Neubart   

Debra   Neubart   
A.W.   Becker   Principal     

  


