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August 27, 2021

Dear RCS Students, Parents and Guardians,

I hope this letter finds everyone healthy, happy and excited for a new school year to begin. We are very
excited to open up our school and welcome you back. It has been too long since we have all been together and we
are thrilled to have all of you back in person. Our custodians have been very busy this summer getting the building
ready and in great shape for your return.

I look forward to working closely with students, teachers, counselors, support staff, and parents in order to help
every student reach high levels of success. Please know that my door is always open and I will be happy to assist you
in any way that I can. I believe in creating a positive school culture where there is a close home-school connection
and parents feel like a welcome part of the school community. In order for that to occur, it is extremely important for us
to work together, listen to each other, and value each other’s opinions.

Below, please find some important information that will be useful to you as we embark on a fabulous school
year. The first day of school for all students will be Wednesday, September 8th. More information will be distributed as
we continue to receive direction from the State and/or Albany County.

High School Orientation for 9th-10th Grade is Tuesday, September 7th from 10:00am to 12:00pm - We are very
excited to bring our 9th and 10th graders in to get a feel for the school, meet their teachers, and walk around the
school. We wanted to give our 9th and 10th grade students a chance to get oriented in order to set the stage for a
successful year for all. Transportation will be provided and pick up times for this will be 2.5 hours past their regularly
scheduled pick up times. You will receive postcards with those pick up times and locations from transportation. For
example, if the pick up time is 6:50 am, pick up time for orientation will be 9:20 am. We look forward to working
together to help everyone reach their highest potential.

CTE/Vo-Tec – Students enrolled in Career & Technical Education (CTE) at BOCES will begin their program on
Wednesday, September 8th.

Open House - Our high school open house will occur on Tuesday, September 21st. More information will be
forthcoming.

School Picture Day - Will be held on Wednesday, October 20th. Order forms are available in the Main Office and
will be distributed to your child in their homeroom. Re-takes will be held on December 3rd.

Student Schedule - For any questions about the included schedule, please contact your counselor. Please note that
Peter Dwyer has retired, and A-G students are in excellent hands with Samantha VanPatten. Your child may make an
appointment to discuss his/her schedule on Mon. 8/30 - Wed. 9/1 from 8am - 2pm.

Inquiry ● Collaboration ● Risk-Taking ● Participation ● Empathy



High School Counselor assignments and contact information:

Samantha VanPatten Laraine Gell Briana Stevens

A - G H - O P - Z

svanpatten@rcscsd.org
756-5200 x 2009

lgell@rcscsd.org
756-5200 x 2008

bstevens@rcscsd.org
756-5200 x 2010

Drop Course Protocol - Please review the procedure below:

● All students must carry a minimum of 5.5 credits per semester. Students may drop or add a course during the
first two weeks of a semester, after which a course change request form must be utilized.

September represents a new beginning in many ways. As educators, we see each new school year as an
opportunity to get back to the hard work of preparing our students for their lives after high school. That said,
COVID-19 continues to be a health concern due to the recent increases in the Delta variant. We will continue to
monitor the situation closely and follow the directions given to us by the State and/or Albany County in order to keep all
of our school community safe as well as provide our students with a quality education. We appreciate your patience
and understanding as we keep the safety of our students and staff at the forefront .  Together we are strong!

Sincerely,

Dr. Lisa A. Patierne
Principal
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