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Dear RCS Community,                              August 26, 2021 

 

We have proven to be a resilient community.  Last year, while hundreds of schools in New York State kept 

their doors closed and limited students to only virtual instruction, RCS opened in September and continued to 

persevere. A new year is upon us and we will again accept the challenge to provide the best possible 

education for our students. Our students will be returning to in-person instruction and all of them need to be 

prepared for employment, enrollment or enlistment upon graduation.  Our top priority is to safely return all 

students to our schools on Wednesday, September 8.  

 

Our other priorities include:   

 

 All grade levels returning to their traditional buildings (EL = PK-5, MS = 6-8, HS = 9-12) 

 School transportation returning to normal capacities and schedules 

 School building hours returning to their 2019-20 normal (EL 9 am - 3:30 pm M-Th and 3 pm on 

Friday;  MS/HS 7:30 am - 2:40 pm and 2 pm on Friday) 

As we consider our reopening, we are still waiting on directives from the New York State and Albany County 

Departments of Health. Also, Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul has recently taken office and has promised 

directives for schools. We expect State issued guidance will be shared with schools very soon.  

Our Board of Education and RCS reopening committees will continue to meet to discuss the many logistics 

surrounding all students returning to school on September 8. We have slowly been solidifying our action plans 

and will continue to share them with families as they become available.   

As we consider a safe return to school, guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), American 

Association of Pediatrics (AAP), and New York State Education Department (NYSED) have served as our 

guide. This information, combined with what we receive from the NYSDOH and our new governor, will be 

adapted to meet the needs of our RCS students and staff.  The resultant layered mitigation strategies will be 

adjusted as the infection and transmission rates of COVID-19 in our district and region continue to fluctuate.  

 

As we head towards the 2021-22 school year, RCS will continue to utilize the district website and RCS 

Connects mobile app to communicate directly with our school community. If you haven’t done so already, 

please take a moment to sign-up for RCS Connects. A video tutorial on the use of the app and where it can be 

downloaded for free can be found on our website. Installing the app is easy and will provide users with the 

best way to receive news and updates from RCS. 

  

We are so excited to welcome our students back to a more familiar school environment this year. Although we 

will likely have some learning to make up after last year, the strength of our RCS community will ensure that 

our students thrive. Welcome back RCS! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brian Bailey, Ed.D.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/back-school/nysed-health-and-safety-guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf
http://www.rcscsd.org/
https://www.rcscsd.org/article/358783

