
3rd Grade ELA Targets

Target Reading Standard

Phonics and Word 
Recognition

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
     *Decode and understand the meaning of common prefixes and suffixes 
     *Decode multisyllabic words RF.3

Fluency

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
     *Read orally with appropriate rate and expression 
     *Use context to self-correct RF.4

Word Meanings 
(Vocabulary)

Determine intended meanings of words, including words with multiple 
meanings, based on context clues, word relationships, word structure, 
literal or nonliteral language, or use of resources, with a primary focus on 
determining meaning based on context and the academic vocabulary 
common to complex texts in all disciplines.

RL.4, RI.4, L.4

Reading Literature (RL): Read and comprehend grade-level stories, dramas, and poetry

RL: Key Ideas and Details

Drawing on specific details of a text (text evidence): Ask and answer 
questions; summarize literature; determine central message or theme; 
describe characters and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events

RL.1 - RL.3

RL: Craft and Structure
Understand the structure of a story, drama, or poem and how the parts 
(chapters, scenes, or stanzas) contribute to the overall meaning; distinguish 
their own point of view from that of the narrator or characters

RL.5 - RL.6

RL: Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas Compare and contrast characters, settings, and plots RL.7 - RL.9

Reading Informational Text (RI): Read and comprehend grade-level informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts

RI: Key Ideas and Details

Based on text evidence: Ask and answer questions; determine the main 
idea of a text; identifying key details to support claims; describe 
relationships between events or ideas based on time, sequence, or 
cause/effect

RI.1 - RI.3

RI: Craft and Structure
Use text and graphic features to locate relevant information; understand 
and identify text structure, including main ideas/details, compare/contrast, 
sequence of events, cause/effect

RI.5 - RI.6

RI: Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas

Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented 
in two texts on the same topic. RI.7 - RI.9



Writing

Conventions
Demonstrate knowledge of grade-level language and conventions, 
including spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and sentence 
structure.

L.1 - L.3

Production and 
Distribution of Writing

Produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate 
to task and purpose; develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing; use technology to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.4 - W.6

Research to Build and 
Present Knowledge

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation 
of different aspects of a topic: Gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories.

W.7 - W.9

Types and Purposes of Writing: With scaffolding, guidance, and support, write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Opinion Writing: 
Supporting a point of view 

with reasons and 
information

Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and 
create an organizational structure that lists reasons; provide reasons that 
support the opinion; use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and 
reasons; provide a concluding statement or section.

W.1

Informative/Explanatory 
Texts: Examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 

information clearly

Introduce a topic and group related information together; include 
illustrations when useful in aiding comprehension; develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, and details; use linking words and phrases to connect 
ideas within categories of information; provide a concluding statement or 
section.

W.2

Narratives: 
Develop real or imagined 

experiences or events 
using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences

Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize 
an event sequence that unfolds naturally; use dialogue and descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show 
the response of characters to situations; use temporal words and phrases 
to signal event order; provide a sense of closure

W.3


