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Welcome back!
Sometimes, the most positive
outcomes have the most
tumultuous start. The
resurgence of COVID-19 and
the late finish to the
construction projects have
made this summer one for the
record books.  We are happily
awaiting the return of students so that they can again become the
primary focus of our efforts.

~Judy Paolucci

What’s New in the 21/22 New School Year?
While monitoring for COVID-19 guidance and a major elementary
construction project were at the forefront of our summer work,
many other projects were completed this summer.  Our facilities
were thoroughly cleaned by our custodial staff, who also made
minor repairs to ready buildings. Facility projects included:

● Renovations of 2 restroom facilities at SHS
● Painting of the middle school library
● Adjusting our schools’ HVAC systems and changing filters
● Installation of new carpet and furniture in the GMS library

Personnel changes for this upcoming year include Patrick
Sullivan, hired as a second assistant principal at SHS; Wendy
Phillips, our new math coordinator; Trish Trinque, who is taking on
the role of HR coordinator, a position previously held by Vera
Perez; Brooke Mongeon, our new accounts payable clerk; Kassie
Rotella, our new data manager; Shane Dumais, our new plumber;
Hannah Eastwood and Liam Hillery who are joining the social
studies department at SHS; Caroline Barletta, a new SHS biology
teacher;  Matthew Barnett, a paraprofessional at LaPerche
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What’s New? Continued from page 1
Gabrielle Joseph, a LaPerche PreK
teacher; and Christopher Lynch, a
paraprofessional at SHS.

In addition, several paraprofessionals,
secretaries, custodians, and teachers
transferred from one position to another.
Christopher Davenport transferred from
grade 2 at Winsor to grade 5 at OCRS,
Stephanie Aceto moved from a one-year
position at OCRS to Mr. Davenport’s
vacated grade 2 position at Pleasant
View ES (Winsor). Gayle Mooney
transferred to a grade 4 position at
OCRS, leaving her 2nd grade position at
Pleasant View; Nicole Rochefort moved
from a one-year position to grade 5 at
Pleasant View ES; Dennis Austin took a
grade 5 at OCRS, vacating his grade 2
position at Pleasant View; Kaitlynn Kibbe
will move from a one-year position at
OCRS to a grade 2 position at Pleasant
View.  Dorothy Corbeille moved from
Spec. Ed. at McCabe to grade 3 at
OCRS. Nellie Chomka moved from
grade 3 to grade 2 at OCRS.
Jennifer Ross will assume the 5-day
secretary position at Pleasant View
Elementary School, replacing Lori-Lyn
Laravee who left for an outside position
at the end of the school year. Tammy
Beaudreault will serve as the split
PVES/GMS secretary.

The high school will also have a new
athletic director, though the selection
process has not yet been completed.
At the middle school, Karen Guarino
will be in a guidance counselor position
and Abigail Brophy will be in an English
position.  Christina Jester will be in a
science position at GMS.

All Course Network
The All Course Network (ACN) is a RIDE initiative (hosted on
EnrollRI, RIDE’s student registration platform) that allows students
to take advantage of supplemental coursework outside of the
traditional school day at no cost to a district or student. There are
different types of courses available on the ACN: Enrichment,
Work-based learning, Dual enrollment, Advanced Placement, and
Career Credential courses. All students in Rhode Island can
participate in these opportunities. Students may begin
pre-registering for ACN courses on August 23rd on the EnrollRI
platform. Please email acn@ride.ri.gov with questions.
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Suicide Prevention - Save the date!
Smithfield is hosting a suicide prevention
training for families and staff on October
20th at 7 PM via Zoom.  The QPR
(Question, Persuade, and Refer)
Gatekeeper training is 1 hour and
reviews warning signs, risk factors,
myths and facts, and how to get a
student connected with help.

Summer Learning
Over 400 students participated in
summer enrichment programs
sponsored by Smithfield Public Schools.
The programs served students at all
levels and offered the opportunity for
credit recovery, enrichment, ongoing
review of skills, support with summer
assignments, and learning acceleration.
Thank you to the families and staff
members who supported these
beneficial programs! Visit Smithfield’s
Summer Learning Guide for a complete
list of summer assignments to be sure
your child is on track this fall.

Blogging
The Super Scoop blog post for August
is titled, “The Tragedy of the Commons.”
To access this blog, go to:
www.judypaolucci.edublogs.org .

School Calendar
Below are some highlights of Smithfield’s 2021-2022 school
calendar:

● September 2 - Teachers’ Professional Day
● September 9 - First Day for Students
● October 11 - No School - Columbus Day
● November 11 - No School - Veterans Day
● November 18 - SHS/GMS Parent/Teacher Conferences
● November 24-26 - Thanksgiving
● December 16 - Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
● December 23 - January 1 - Holiday Recess/New Years Day
● January 17 - No School - Martin Luther King Day
● February 21-25 - Winter Recess
● April 15 - No School - Good Friday
● April 18-22 - Spring Recess
● May 30 - No School - Memorial Day
● June 24th - 180th Day

Welcome Patrick Sullivan, SHS Assistant Principal

The ESSER II grant provides
funding for positions and activities
that aim to reduce the learning gaps
that may have resulted due to
distance learning.  Smithfield’s
grant supports summer learning
and math support, among other
things.  To help address the needs
of the high school, funding will also
include salary and benefits for a
second assistant principal at SHS.
This position had been cut two
years ago during the budget
process.

After a thorough search process,
Patrick Sullivan was selected as our new assistant principal. Mr.
Sullivan has 22 years of experience in education, first serving for
9 years as a social studies teacher then 10 years as a guidance
counselor, both at Barrington High School.  For the past 3 years,
Mr. Sullivan has held the position of assistant principal at
Cumberland High School.

Patrick Sullivan lives in Barrington RI with his wife, Shannon, and 3
children - Finn (12), Maeve (9), and Rory (6).  Let’s all welcome
him and all the other new faces in our schools to Smithfield!
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Applications for Free/Reduced
Price Lunch Available
Parents are strongly encouraged to
submit free/reduced hot lunch
application forms yearly as well as when
household information or income
changes. Although this year we are able
to provide all children free breakfast and
lunch, the numbers of children with
free/reduced price lunch status provides
a wealth of resources to the district.
Applications can be submitted at any
time and are available on the district’s
website: www.smithfield-ps.org.

District Improvement Team
Parents and staff are invited to join the
District Improvement Team, which meets
three times per year in order to monitor
the improvement goals. This year we’ll
also be planning the next future search.
The first meeting for the 2021-2022
school year will be held on September
20th from 4:30pm to 6:00pm/6:30pm in
the PD room at the administration
building.  The next two meetings are
scheduled for January 24th and May
23rd.

New IRS Advance Child Tax Credit
The IRS has asked that districts share
information about this valuable benefit.
Publication 5537, IRS Toolkit for
Partners: Advance Payments of the
2021 Child Tax Credit includes basic
information and resources to help people
learn about these payments and for IRS
partners to help spread the word, such
as FAQs, social media content, ready to
use articles, videos and more.

See next page for further information.

Help Keep Children Safe and Healthy
With all the emphasis on COVID-19, we cannot disregard the
many other risks children are exposed to on a regular basis.
There’s much we can do to reduce risk.

RISK DATA What you can do

COVID-19 - The Delta variant has
been hitting youth harder and the
spread is greater.

Have your children
● Wear a mask
● Wash their hands
● Socially distance
● Avoid crowds

Brain Injury - For US children, the
lifetime estimate of a parent-
reported TBI diagnosis (i.e., being
told by a healthcare professional
that the child had a brain injury or
concussion) was 2.5% (2500 per
100,000 population).
(https://jamanetwork.com/)

● Wear bike helmets
● Wear seat belts & use

appropriate car seats
● Enforce rules in sports

Alcohol Use Disorder -
Teenagers have an increased risk of
developing an alcohol use disorder.
According to Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, more than 4,700 people die
every year as a result of teenage
alcohol use.

● Know where your
teenager hangs out and
who they hang out with

● Lock up alcohol
● Be a good role model for

alcohol consumption

Drug Abuse - In RI, 1 in 10 high
school students (10,000 out of
100,000) misuse prescription
drugs.(https://health.ri.gov/data/adolesce
nthealth/alcohol/)

● Lock up prescription drugs
● Dispose of unwanted meds

in the dropbox at the
Smithfield PD

● Talk to your child about the
dangers of misuse

Car Accidents - Across the US,
4,054 teens, aged 13-19, died in
car accidents. 20% of teen car
accident deaths occur between 9
p.m. and midnight.
(www.edgarsnyder.com)

● Institute cell phone rules
● Stress dangers of drinking
● Restrict night driving
● Limit passengers
● Encourage buckling up.
● Monitor sleep
● Share "rules of the road"
(www.health.harvard.edu)
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Spotlight: Elementary Schools Construction

We are continually monitoring the
progress of the school renovations
and marvel at the amount of work
completed each week.  The
construction company, Ahlborg, and
OPM, Colliers, remain steadfast in
their ability to complete the project to
start the school year off on
September 9th, though a punch list of
items to be completed in the
evenings will remain for 1-2 months
following our opening.  Below are
pictures from LaPerche:
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The Pleasant View Elementary
School gymnasium is complete,
as is the addition classrooms,
including this maker space,
located next to the media center.
Maker spaces will be available for
all teachers to use as alternative
learning spaces and will be
equipped with flexible seating,
sinks, and storage space.
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At Old County Road School,
finishing touches await the
office area.  The front
addition, which houses the
library, maker space, art
room, and music room,
results in a whole new look
for the school.
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