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Dear BSSD Family:

I hope that each of you have had a great summer and have been able to enjoy quality family
time while continuing to ride out these unprecedented times living with COVID-19. The
staff at BSSD have been hard at work preparing to reopen schools this year in a way that
will keep students, staff, and community members safe. Unfortunately, the Delta variant
and other strains are causing an uptick not only in our region, but across the country.

BSSD plans to begin educating all students, except Stebbins, St. Michael, and Savoonga with
face-to-face instruction per the Board-approved calendar on August 25, 2021. All sites with
delayed starts will provide distance delivery learning services while face-to-face instruction is not
feasible.

Conditions to open with students face-to-face or via distance-learning may be modified based on
changing current travel restrictions and COVID-19 mitigation within each community.

All schools should be prepared to offer educational and meal services beginning August 25, 2021.

Due to the current rise in positive cases around the state, all staff and students 1st grade and up
(including fully vaccinated) will be required to wear cloth masks in the school building, all
district-owned buildings (excluding housing units), and any other building with partner
organizations used for educating students through Friday, September 3, 2021. Face shields will be
available for students and teachers who may not be able to wear a mask for health reasons or for
teachers of younger students. A decision as to the status of mask wearing beyond Tuesday,
September 7 will be made at a later date based on cases in the region after September 1, 2021.

District staff should follow all mandates required by their community and the BSSD safety
protocol in order to protect themselves and those around them. Vaccination and testing
requirements could change as the situation involving the COVID-19 Delta variant changes.

Symptom-free schools include maintaining a school without the following symptoms: fever, sore
throat, runny nose, cough, shortness of breath, vomiting, diarrhea. Students should be
symptom-free for at least 24 hours prior to attempting to return to school.

The following protocol and considerations should be made when determining if it is safe for
students or staff to return to school.

1. Any child with a temp of 100º or higher should be sent home.
2. Students should remain home until they have had no fever for 24 hours, without

medication (tylenol/motrin, etc).
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3. Any child who has any illness should be sent home. We are working under an
“illness-free” school plan for the year. This means anyone with any individual symptom
or combination of symptoms including- cough, sore throat, vomiting/diarrhea, fever,
runny nose, muscle aches.

4. Students who present with any illness should be sent home. The parent or guardian
should then call the clinic to get an appointment to be evaluated.

5. The health aides or mid-levels will then see them and make the decision about testing and
when they may return to school.

6. The clinic has a Return To School form. The clinic would then fill out that form.

School Closures

The Bering Strait School District will collaborate with Norton Sound Health Corporation Public
Health officials to monitor disease outbreaks in our communities to determine when and if schools
should be cancelled.

If school is cancelled due to an infectious outbreak, all other school-related gatherings (athletic
events, after school activities, field trips, etc.) will also be cancelled. In some cases, non-academic
events may be cancelled even if classes are not cancelled.

Information Updates

All COVID-19 information will be updated on the BSSD website as necessary. Please
check the School Operational Status at the top of the BSSD webpage to access all
information and updates. Notices will also be posted on the District Facebook page and
each school’s Facebook page. In addition, the District will be utilizing the School
Messaging System to communicate with parents throughout the year. Please ensure your
students' contact information is up to date to receive all updates in a timely manner.

School Use

There will be no use of school facilities at this time. All school gyms will remain closed to
assist in the prevention of community mitigation. Use will be allowed by AST and NSHC
officials for community safety.

There will be no adult meals available for purchase to non-school employees. Only
employees that are working will be allowed to purchase adult meals. There will be no Elder
Lunches or coffee times in schools until further notice.

Activities

Cross-country running practice will be outside and will not include use of the school.
Participants will be required to wear masks during team meetings or when not able to social
distance. Participants may remove masks during actual physical activity.

Further updates will be provided by the Activities Department as each season approaches.



Thank you to everyone who has worked on our reopening plan. Our goal is to ensure the
safety of all our precious students, as well as their family members and community
members.

BSSD highly encourages all individuals 12 and up to get the vaccine as soon as
possible.

We look forward to seeing students back in school at all sites as soon as possible.

Respectfully,

Robe�� Bole�
Dr. Robert Bolen


