
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

It’s hard to think that spring is right around the corner!  
As the weather continues to improve, I want to remind 
you to refer to the student hand book for your child’s 
proper dress attire.  

At this time of the school year we begin to receive ques-
tions from parents regarding class placement of chil-
dren for the next year.  This is a process we take very 
serious, including input from many professionals in-
volved in your child’s education.  Your child’s class-
room teacher is one of the most important factors con-
tributing to his/her educational success in school.  We 
consider parental thoughts to be valuable and this infor-
mation will assist us as we construct class placements.  
Please be assured that your child will receive careful 
consideration and the most sensitive placement by the 
La Junta Primary School staff.  If interested, please 
complete the form in its entirety and return to school by 
March 17, 2019.   We will try to honor one of your choic-
es if possible, however, we take many considerations 
into our placement of students.  We hope to have all 
classes set by May 9, 2019 and will inform all parents of 
their child’s teacher for the coming year.  

Thank you, 

 

Mrs. Cindy Haberman 

La Junta Primary Principal 

       

      March  2019 

 
4   Red Ribbon Week (Your Future is Key) 

     PTO 5:00/ Building Accountability 5:30 LJPS 

5  Don’t get tied down with drugs (Ty die day) 

6  Cuddle up to a drug free day (stuffed animal day) 

7 Tigers believe, achieve, succeed drug free ( Tiger 
day) 

8 Teacher Workday 

10 Daylight Savings Time 

11 Board Meeting– Intermediate @ 6:30 

12  Fundraiser Distribution in gym 4:00-6:00 

      AR 3rd quarter ends 

      Class Pictures 8:30 

13 AR Incentive (Picnic at the park) 

      Sonic Night 5:00- 

14  Behavior Incentive (Outdoor games) 

       End of 3rd quarter 

17  St. Patrick’s Day!   

18-22 Spring Break—No School 

25 Perfect Attendance 2:15 gym 

      4th quarter AR begins 

Mission Statement 

At La Junta Primary, it is our mission and commitment to empower individuals to be successful through high expectations in a 
place of pride. Achievement is inspired by caring, effective instruction, and respect. We strive to have our families, staff, and 
community members actively engaged and involved in our students' learning. 

                                                                                                                                               School Pledge 

                    School Motto                                                                                           I pledge today to do my best, 

   I can... be successful today!                                                                                  in reading, math and all the rest.                                                                                                                             

 I will... overcome the challenges I face today!                                                           I promise to obey the rules.                                                                                                                             

  I do… accept responsibility for myself today!                                                       Be responsible and safe in school.                                                         

                                                                                                                                   I’ll respect myself and others too. 

                                                                                                                                       I’ll expect the best in all I do. 

                                                                                                                                          I’m here to learn all I can, 

                                                                                                                                      to try my best and be all I am. 



                                       Music Notes 

    This past month, we had the honor of seeing many of you at our Sweetheart Luncheon. Thank you 
for coming to our school and being our guests. 

     Our Kindergarten students were excited to perform their program at Otero Junior College and also for our school. Thank 
you parents for supporting our music program and making sure your child was in attendance. It’s been rewarding to see 
their progress since the beginning of school. We look forward to playing instruments in the near future. 

     It truly was fun this past month to explore the genre of jazz and learn about its various artists. Dancing, reading, and cre-
ating has been the focus for our first and second grade students with an emphasis on rhythm. They have been actively learn-
ing about listening skills, decoding, and creating with beats in two parts (duple meter) and three parts (triple meter). Stu-
dents will learn to dance a “jig” and learn about various aspects in regards to Ireland.  

     I have a hard time believing that Spring Break is right around the corner. I thank you for your support, and remind you 
that YOU are a key ingredient in our recipe for success! Success in music translates to success in life. I genuinely want to de-
velop skills in your child for a lifetime: tuneful, beatful, artful people! 

 Mrs. Mary Belew 

La Junta Primary Music Teacher   

Hello, Families!  

In January we administered the mid-year math and literacy as-

sessments. We have begun ability grouping our students to in-

crease student achievement through focused instruction and to 

adjust the pace of instruction to meet the students’ needs. Please 

take time each day to talk with your child about what they are 

learning in their reading and math groups.  Notes were sent home 

in February, informing you of your child’s reading and math teach-

ers.  Please make it a priority to visit with them.  

March will be full of exciting activities including; Red Ribbon week, 

incentives for AR and positive behavior and Spring break.  Please 

make sure to mark your calendar with all these dates!  Class pic-

tures will take place on March 12th!  Please make sure your child is 

at school that day so they can be a part of their class picture.  

Fundraiser pickup will also be that day in the gym.  Please make 

plans to pick items up at the school that day.  We do not have the 

space to hold items and they must be signed for at pick up to en-

sure all items were received.   

As always, please remember to read a book, do an activity with 

your child, and sign their communication folders each night. It's 

also a fun way to have quality learning time together. Thank you 

for your involvement, it is very much appreciated.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, feel free to talk with your child's teacher.  

 Also, please help us with your child in tying their shoes!! 

Let’s have a fabulous March! 

Mrs. McMillan, Miss Maddox, Ms. Kerr, Miss Batterton, Mrs. 
Ortiz, Ms. Wilson  

Thank you for participating in our fundraiser and selling 
items, it is greatly appreciated. 

Communication Folders will be sent home daily with the 
child. Please check their folders daily for important infor-
mation and/or notes. 

Cut off for AR points for the 3rd quarter is on March 12th.  
Please check with your child if they have made their points 
before then. 

Practice the Math Facts cards and the fact homework page 
that comes home with you child. 

They will be bringing home library books every day, please 
read with your child and return the books the next day so 
they can test. 

March Birthday’s will be celebrated on March 14th at 3:00 
p.m.  

We will continue to work on: 

Writing:  Brief Composition, Expository Paragraph, Poem, 
Descriptive Paragraph 
Reading:  Blending sounds, Cause and Effect, Reading Short 
Passages, Retell, Sequencing, Compare and Contrast, Infer-
ring 
Math:  Graphing, Addition/Subtraction Math Facts, Problem 
Solving Strategies, Time, Money, Measurement 
Social Studies: Communities, Forests,  
Science: Ecosystem, Food Chains, Survival Adaptations, Liv-
ing and Non-Living Things. 
Mrs. Allumbaugh, Ms. Golding,  Mrs. Goldsberry, Mrs. 
Hawks,   Mrs. Schweizer, Mrs. Tafoya 



Greetings families,  
 
February sure was a busy month!  The 2nd grade teachers would like to 
thank you all for encouraging your students to participate in our annu-
al fundraiser!  This is something that your students look forward to 
each and every year, and we know they worked hard.  So, again we 
thank you! 

Also, we would like to thank you all for attending and making our Sweetheart Luncheon another great success!  
Your children sure did enjoy having a special lunch with each and every one of you.  Finally, we would like to 
thank all of you for taking the time to come to our 3rd Quarter Parent Teacher Conferences.  We truly did enjoy go-
ing over the successes that each of your children has made over the last three quarters.  Their Middle of the Year 
(MOY) testing results showed great potential.   
In Reading students will be finishing up Unit 2: Working Together  and will be moving into Unit 3: Creative 
Ideas.  During this time, students will help learn different ways that they can be creative.  Students will read a varie-
ty of genres from Pearl and Wagner: Two Good Friends, through Anansi Goes Fishing.  Plus, many students will 
begin participating in taking their weekly reading assessments on laptops, and our 2nd grade iPads.  These weekly 
computerized assessments will help them prepare for taking computerized assessments next year as third graders.   
In Writing we will continue working on our  biographies.  We will end our  biography writing by writing a po-
em.  Our biographical poem will also lead us into our poetry unit.  During this time student’s will write different 
types of poems using alliteration, and even have them write a narrative poem.  We will also move back into writing 
narrative stories.  During this time, students will be able to expand their knowledge of personal narratives, as well 
as explore other fiction based stories.     
In Spelling, students will continue being introduced, and practice spelling new “learned” words.  They will also 
continue working on learning the Vowel Circle, while learning how to correctly spell words containing long vowel 
sounds, with vowel pair combinations, as well as practicing different skills learned through our OG (Orton-
Gillingham) program. Please make sure that you are taking the time to work on these at home.   
In Math students will begin working on beginning estimation through rounding the temperature to the near-
est 10 degrees.  Students will also be working on learning fractions (i.e. ½, ¼, 1/6, and 1/8).  Students will also con-
tinue working with currency, learning about pennies and dimes.  Students will also begin working on measure-
ments, learning about both liquid and dry measurements through examining difference recipes.     
Homework Ideas.  We have been asked about how to help your  children at home become better  math mathe-

maticians.  MathFactCafe.com is a great resource that you can use.  This particular website has a variety of things 
that you can have your students work on.  Here you can find different math facts, telling time (hour and half hour), 
as well as counting money (i.e. pennies, and dimes, building towards nickels).  Plus, there are different activities 

that help with skip counting.  The following image is an image of the homepage.  We sure hope this helps! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you,  

2nd Grade Team 

Mrs. Book, Ms. Fraker, Miss Loose, Mrs. Ramirez, Ms. Romero and Miss Waring 



We are always busy learning and having fun here at La Junta Primary School!   And as the end of the school year 

approaches, we somehow seem to get even busier!  Make sure to look for notes that may come home in your 

student’s backpack that will help keep you informed of all of our fun activities!  Also, please make sure to call us 

if your phone number changes so that you may receive any messages that we send home.  Thank you! 

Ms. Huckaby, Secretary/Registrar 

Mrs. Waring, Secretary/Bookkeeper 

   Dawn Ortiz, 
PTO President 

At our February meeting we approved grade level field trips.  On May 1st, Kin-

dergarten classes will travel to Pueblo to the Sangre de Cristo Art Center/
Buell Children’s Museum. First grade will travel to the Canon City Royal 
Gorge Dinosaur Experience on May 2nd.  Second grade will make the journey 

to Colorado Springs, Cave of the Winds on May 8th.  Second graders will also 
attend the Koshare Indian school show on May 9th.  

 

Our PTO is open to all parent/guardians and staff members.  We meet the first Monday of 
every month at 5:30 P.M.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 4, 2019 at 
5:30 P.M.  

We hope to see you there! 
 

By Diana Remick and Julie Miller 

Mid-year testing is now complete! We are pleased with our students’ growth and are 

happy to welcome new students into our enrichment classes! 

Kindergarten reading students in Mrs. Remick’s group are learning how to select a book using the Goldilocks Method and the 
Five Finger Test.  Students are becoming more independent in reading and taking AR quizzes. In spelling, students are focusing on the 
long sound for each vowel known as the “sneaky e/magic e” rule.   These include words like name, hope, and ride.   

Kindergarten reading students in Mrs. Miller’s group have been working on author’s purpose, sequencing events in a story, and 
comparing and contrasting characters. We also have been working on the magic e rule for each of the vowels: a, e, i, o, u, adding the 
ending –ed to words, and contractions (do not = don’t, she will = she’ll, I am = I’m) 

In math, kindergarteners have been working on identifying attributes for pattern blocks, creating and reading patterns, using a 

balance to identifying the weight of objects, and solving doubles problems with sums to 18. They will now be required to complete and 

return the homework side of the math lesson.   

First grade reading students are in their final unit of the first grade reading curriculum! Students will be required to master first 

grade reading standards prior to moving on.  In spelling, students are working on suffixes –ly and –ful and diphthongs ou and ow.  All of 

the first grade reading students have met their AR goal! 

Students in first grade math enrichment are working on addition facts with sums of 11. Students are also identifying tens and 

ones, trading pennies and dimes, adding multiples of 10, finding missing numbers on a piece of the hundreds chart, and weighing and 

measuring objects.  Students are now expected to complete and return the homework side of the math lesson each night.  

 Second grade reading students will be finishing up Unit 3 and taking the benchmark to assess all of the skills they have learned in the 

unit. They are currently working on sequencing events of a story, knowing the difference between a fact and an opinion and telling the 

main idea of a story. Each week we continue to engage in a literature circle, where we have an in-depth discussion about the weekly 

text. Students also have begun brainstorming ideas for an essential question to research and create a passion project, this is called 

“Genius Hour” and will take place on Thursdays, when students have completed all required class work for the week.  

 Second grade math students have learned about lines of symmetry, drawing and number line and line segment, measuring objects to 

the nearest inch and foot, adding two and three digit numbers. Second grade students will also be expected to complete and return the 

homework side of the math lesson.  



   In the month of March the students and I will engage in some tumbling 
skills along with some cooperative skills.  The benefits of my tumbling unit 
will help your child with cognitive skills, strength development, flexibility, 
spatial awareness and increased coordination.  As for the cooperative 
skills students will be able to work together, get along with each other and 
to problem solve with each other. 

   Mr. Ivan Pacheco 

Character Education News 
The first week of March is a special week at La Junta Primary School!  Our students and staff will be celebrating 
Red Ribbon Week.  Nationally, Red Ribbon Week is usually celebrated in October, however, with all of the fun 
fall activities during that month, we choose to celebrate Red Ribbon Week later in the school year.  Red Ribbon 
Week is the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign in the nation.  During Red Ribbon Week, our students 
and staff will have special Spirit Days and will partake in special reading and writing activities.  Students will 
have also have special lessons in Character Education during the week. 

Red Ribbon Week Spirit Days 

Monday, March 4th – Your Future is Key Day – Your future is key, be drug free!  Dress up as your future career 

Tuesday, March 5th – Tie Dye Day – Don’t get tied down with drugs!  Wear any tie dyed clothing item 

Wednesday, March 6th – Stuffed Animal Day – Cuddle up to a healthy life! Bring your favorite stuffed animal to  

              school 

Thursday, March 7th – Tiger day – LJPS Tigers believe, achieve, succeed drug free! 

 

Also during the month of March in Character Education, students will be finishing Unit 4 of the Second Step cur-
riculum.  For all grades, Unit 4 deals with problem solving.  In Unit 3, students learned to calm down so now 
they can think and solve problems.  Kindergarten and First Grade will also focus on fair ways to play, which in-
cluding sharing, trading and taking turns. 

   Mrs. Nesselhuf 

Mrs. Goheen’s Amazing March Art 

News! 

 
Spring is here! This month is full of wonderful Art inspiration with Read Across America 

Week, Be Drug Free Week, St. Patrick’s Day, and hopefully rain, rain, rain!  
With rain, comes rainbows and flowers and all their beautiful colors! We will begin exploring how 
Science and Art intertwine with color mixing. To celebrate the change in seasons, have your stu-
dent make a poster with all the wonderful events this month, use Play-Doh to sculpt a mischievous 
Leprechaun, or write and illustrate a book about all the things they love about Spring. 

We will continue learning about use, care, and function of supplies and materials, specifically 
colored pencils and watercolors. Our focus will continue to be to use line, 2D/3D shapes, and Prima-
ry/Secondary colors deliberately in our artwork while using rubrics and checklists to check for 
completion. 

We hope you enjoyed seeing some of your student’s artwork during 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, and look forward to sharing more with you at the 
end of the year. 
 

If you have any questions, donations, or would like to join us, 
contact the office (719) 384-2991. 

Mrs. Desiree’ Goheen 



From Computer Corner 

These are the lessons we will be covering in computer class. 

Kindergarten:  Lessons 

      Mouse, Select, Drag and Double-Click; processors, input and output; symbols of technology; Keybording-locate 

and type groups of letters-A,B,C,D, & E/F,G,H,I &J/K,L,M,N & O; Insert user name and passwork for AR 

First Grade:  Lessons 

      Computer Fundamentals; Data Storage, symbols of technology, printing & scanning; Keybording-locate and 

type groups of letters– (A,B,C,D and E) (F, G, H, I and J), (K,L,M,N and O), (P,Q,R,S and T), (U,V,W,X,Y and Z), How to 

locate and type numbers, use the cursor, spacebar, backspace, enter and type words. 

Second Grade: Lessons 

      Software Fundamentals; Desktop, window and controls, toolbar and menus, software and file formats; Key-

bording-home row, upper row, lower row, shift key, and drill 1.  Word processing; basic documentation creation. 

 

Mrs, Michele Kemper 

 
Intervention Highlights 

Kinder Reading: Students are accustomed to transitioning and are developing their  letter -sound 
recognition through direct and explicit instruction. Students are mastering the following sounds: 
a,b,c,m,s,e,f,g,l,d,i,o,u,n,r,v and t.  
First Grade Reading: Students are master ing letters/sounds, and are blending words that follow the 
consonant-vowel-consonant pattern (bug, lap, mud, etc). Students will be working on their accuracy of reading CVC words, 
and are reading words that have consonant blends (fr-, -st, -nd, etc.) 
Second Grade Reading: Students are improving in their  blending of words with consonant blends and reading high 
frequency words with accuracy. Students are now working with letter combinations and advanced phonics.  
 

Remember to read for at least 30 minutes a night! 
 

Kinder Math: Students will practice counting to 100, improve their  one-to-one correspondence up to 20, and practice 
writing their numbers 0-10. Students will be working with pennies and story problems.  
First Grade Math: Students will be practicing and master ing their  addition facts.  
Second Grade Math: Students are working on telling time to the half hour , addition facts (doubles +1), and story prob-
lems with sums and differences within 20.  
 
Miss Burkhalter and Mrs. Siefkas 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.’ – 

Dr. Seuss 

The Lifeskills department has enjoyed helping the students celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with lots fun activities 

last month.  We continue to encourage you to take time every day to read with your child.  Not only is this a 

great opportunity for quality time with your child, but you are helping them expand their imagination, increase 

their vocabulary, master comprehension and listening skills, and improve language.  These are just a few of the many skills children gain 

from reading and listening to stories. 

For any parents who were unable to visit with a Lifeskills teacher during conferences, and would like more information on your child’s 

progress, please contact Mrs. Hudson or Miss Larsen at 384-2991.  We will be happy to have a phone conference with you or schedule a 

time to meet with you. 

Many thanks for all you do to support your child’s academic success. 

Mrs. Hudson, Miss Larsen, Mrs. Zamora, Ms. Tori and all our amazing Paraprofessionals  

  


