
 

January 2019 

 

 

January 7, School Resumes 

            Report cards sent home with students 

             PTO 5:30-6:15 Rm; 108 (parents welcome) 

                BAC 6:15-7:00 Rm; 108 (parents welcome) 

 

January 08, Administrative Council 8:30-CO 

           Calendar Committee 4:00 LJIS 

 

January 9, Sonic Night 5:00-8:00 

 

January 10, AR Incentive; Movie with Hot  

            Chocolate 

            Perfect Attendance Awards—LJPS 1:30 p.m. 

 

January 14, Dibels & STAR Testing (1-14-1-24) 

        Board Meeting 6:30-LJIS 

 

January 21, Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 

Mission Statement 

At La Junta Primary, it is our mission and commitment to empower individuals to be successful 
through high expectations in a place of pride. Achievement is inspired by caring, effective instruction, and 
respect. We strive to have our families, staff, and community members actively engaged and involved in 
our students' learning. 

Welcome 2019!  
 
I would like to welcome everyone back from the 
winter break and hope all were able to enjoy the 
time to relax and participate in some memorable activities with family 
and friends. As we move into the second half of the 2018-2019 school 
year, we want to welcome any families who are new to La Junta Pri-
mary and trust that you will find yourselves to be part of an outstand-
ing and supportive learning community.  
 
In looking ahead, as your students return to school, we want to ask our 
families to be mindful of re-establishing the necessary routines to en-

sure that your students are in attendance and on-time each morning to 
get each school day off to a great start. In addition to morning rou-

tines, we also ask our families to continue to be mindful of early dis-
missal habits as well. Although there are times when an occasional 
early dismissal is necessary for an appointment or urgent family need, 

early dismissals should be minimal as this loss of instructional time 
can certainly affect a student’s performance. As always, we appreciate 

your support as our teachers and students strive to maximize their in-
structional time shared each day. 

In closing, we want to thank all of our families for all that you do in 

supporting our students and teachers as we look forward to an out-
standing second semester here at La Junta Primary! 

Here’s to a fantastic 2019! 

Mrs. Cindy Haberman 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our students who continue to en-

joy reading their AR books.  The students have been 

able to partake in fun activities for reaching their 

goals.  Thank you, parents for your continued support.  

Our AR incentive will be this Thursday, January 10 

2019 where students will be able to watch a movie 

and have hot chocolate.    

School Motto: 

I can... be successful today! 

I will... overcome the challenges I face 
today! 

I do… accept responsibility for  

my-self today! 

                          School Pledge 

                             I pledge today to do my best, 

                          in reading, math and all the rest. 

                             I promise to obey the rules. 

                        Be responsible and safe in school. 

                         I’ll respect myself and others too. 

                              I’ll expect the best in all I do. 

                               I’m here to learn all I can, 

                            to try my best and be all I am. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=accelerated+reader+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=B9CCBB0B74945942EF4F7C09DE116520768512FF&selectedIndex=3&ccid=G7HtWXFd&simid=608048386499413558&thid=OIP.M1bb1ed59715d068a2b78b29f62cb5262o0


Happy New Year!!   
Dear Families, 

 This first semester has just flown by, and in Kindergarten we have been learning new sight words, practicing our first, medial and ending letter sounds, 
as well as consonant-vowel-consonant words (CVC) and diving into emergent readers.   In math, we are exploring number sense, telling time to the 
hour, sorting and counting with specific coins. We will also continue working on the numbers 10 to 20. 

 December was a busy month! We’ve learned about other cultures, made decorations and gifts, had fun singing, read great books, met a pretty special 
visitor and ended 2018 with a fun party. Thank you to those parents who made them such a success! 
 January has us administering the mid year math and literacy assessments.  We know the students will show excellent growth and we will use that 
information to ensure we focus our lessons so they achieve personal success.  
 Please remember to read a book, do an activity with your child and sign their communication folders every night. It's also a fun way to have quality 
learning time together. Thank you for your involvement, it is appreciated.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to talk with your child's 
teacher.  
 One last reminder, with the weather getting colder, please send a heavy jacket with your child every day and please put their name in all items you 
send to school.   
Here’s to a great 2019! 
Ms. Kerr, Miss Maddox, Mrs. McMilian, Ms. Wilson, Miss Batterton, Mrs. Ortiz 

Students will begin testing during the week of January 14th.  Please make sure your child is well rested and prepared for the tests. 

 

Communication Folders will be sent home daily with your child. Please check their folders daily for important 
information and/or notes. 

Cut off for AR points for the 2nd quarter is on January 9th.  Please check with your child if they have made their 
points before then. AR 3rd quarter beings on 1-14.  Students will be taking home library books every day so 
please read with your child and return the books the next day to allow for testing. 
 

Birthday parties will be monthly and celebrated on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 3:00.  January birthdays will be celebrated on Janu-
ary 17, 2019. 

Math and Reading classes are in full swing and the students are showing some amazing growth. 

We will continue to work on: 

Writing:  Friendly Letter, Realistic Story, Brief Composition, Expository Paragraph  

Reading:  Blending sounds, Cause and Effect, Reading Short Passages, Retell, Sequencing, Compare and Contrast, inferring 

Math:  Math Meeting, Graphing, Counting, Patterns, Shapes, Math Facts, Problem Solving Strategies 

Social Studies: Communities, Forests,  

Science: Ecosystem, Food Chains, Survival Adaptations, Living and Non-Living Things 

Mrs. Allumbaugh, Ms. Golding,    Mrs. Goldsberry, Mrs. Hawks,   Mrs. Schweizer, Mrs. Tafoya 

 

Perfect Attendance  

At La Junta Primary we have sixty-five students that had perfect attendance for the  
second quarter. Way to go Students!!  

Bella Arrona, Alexis Baca, Christiano Baca, Mattie Baker, Audriana Barela, Christian Barela, Isabell Berg, Avaleigh 

Carson, Daniel Castillo, Lorenzo Castillo, Ivan Cortez, Lalo Crawford Wauson, Echo d’Argy, Torin d’Argy, Alyssa 

Darnell, Bristol Darnell, Bailey DeHerrera, Janessa Diggs, Aiden Diller, Braxton Entenman, Chloe Escobedo-

Hendrick, Jordyn Figueroa, Zephaniah Gallegos, Thalia Garner, Emberly Good-Coates, Alyssa Griggs, Lily Gutierrez, 

Mielly Hill, Ashleigh Jackson, Aniyah Jaramillo, Jaxen Johnson, Adit Khanal, Kaiden Lara, Alina LaSalle, John Maes, 

Mia Maes-Marmolejo, Acacia Manyik, Rosella Martinez, Lyla Mayo, Ryan Merwin, Hayle Minck, Kody Minck, Elin 

Molina, Adrion Montejano, Jazmine Munoz, Aryanna Patterson, Payton Patterson, Cienna Perez Sierra Reyes, 

Julian Rivera, Leilani Rodarte, Izel Rodriguez, Claudio Romero, Nico Ruiz, Aden Salazar, Joseph Samora, Lillian Sea-

ba, Levi Strode, Akia Sunga, Aubrianna Sunga, Anna Tilton, Lyndsay Tilton, Dezirae Torres, Joseph Valencia, Cody 

Wake, Aubrey Weaver, Emily Zumwalt 

Your child has received Perfect Attendance for the 2nd Quarter!  Please join us on January 10, 2019 at 1:00 pm 
in the La Junta Primary School Gym:   



Happy New Year Families,  

 

The 2nd grade teachers would like to THANK you for helping to make our 

Winter Celebration a huge success!  We know that your children enjoyed 

celebrating the Christmas season by singing Christmas Carols, as well as 

traveling on the Polar Express, plus, having a chance to visit with Santa 

Claus. 

In Reading many students will continue working on Unit 2: Working Together.  During this time, students will be reading a reader ’s 
theater play, with “The Bremen Town Musicians” as well as learning the moral of the story in “One Good Turn Deserves Another.”  We will 
also work on answering our Unit 2: Working Together’s Big Question: How can we work together?  Students will also be preparing to take 
our Middle of the Year (MOY) STAR and Dibels tests.   
In Writing students will be working on writing their opinions, while justifying their thoughts and opinions, while even trying to per-
suade others.  Students will also be working on writing friendly letters, as well as thank you notes.     
In Math students will finish up exploration of Addition and Subtraction strategies, and move into learning about Place Value with 
Topic 5: Place Value to 100.  Within this particular topic, students will learn how to use Tens and Ones, while learning how to compare num-
bers using greater than, and less than.  Students will also examine larger two digit numbers, and determine if they are even or odd. 
Homework Ideas.  We have had a few questions about how to help your students at home.  Here are a few strategies and tips that 
you may want to try.  

Reading Ideas 
Retell what happened in the Story 
Work on decoding multisyllabic words (i.e. tiger, neighborhood, hockey, direction, tomorrow, vegetable, etc.). 
Sight Words 

Math Ideas  
Addition Fluency 
Ordinal Numbers (1st through 12th)  
Telling time to the Hour and Half Hour  

Other Information. Families, Ms. Heather has quite a few pairs of glasses in our Lost and Found.  If your student is missing a pair 
of glasses, please be sure to stop and look to see if they are theirs.  Also, we have a large variety of coats and 
jackets that need to find their home.  We do thank you for all of your help! 
Happy New Year,  

2nd Grade Team 

Mrs. Book, Ms. Fraker, Miss Loose, Mrs. Ramirez, Ms. Romero and Miss Waring 

Character Education News for January, 2019 

A new year is upon us!  All Character Education classes will continue in the Second Step curriculum.  The current unit is focused on Em-
pathy.  Empathy is feeling or understanding what someone else is feeling.  When we have empathy for others we can be compassionate, 
kind and helpful.  The first part of empathy is exploring various feelings of our own, then looking for clues to how others are feeling.  We 
can look at people’s faces and bodies for clues to how they are feeling as well as listening to the words they say or knowing the situa-
tion.  Once we know how the other person is feeling we can offer to help or say something kind.  Having empathy for others makes us 
better friends, family members and people. 
All families have access to the online resources provided by the Second Step curriculum.  All 
you have to do is go to:  SecondStep.org and then enter the Activation Key. 
 
Kindergarten Activation Key:  SSPK FAMI LY70 
First Grade Activation Key:  SSP1 FAMI LY71 
Second Grade Activation Key:  SSP2 FAMI LY72 
 
The Second Step online resources include Home Links (available in English and Spanish), 
games, song lyrics and book recommendations.  These resources help families reinforce what their students are learning through the 
Second Step curriculum in Character Education. 
 
Mrs. Jean Nesselhuf 



By Julie Miller & Diana Remick 

  Kindergarten reading students have completed Unit 1 and took their first bench-
mark assessment!  The assessment measured high frequency words, phonics and 
comprehension.  Students have been working on cause and effect.  The cause is why 
something happens and the effect is what happens. Students also had to determine 
the main idea or what the selection is mainly about and share small pieces of infor-
mation called details. Accelerated Reader has been added into our classes.  Students 
are reading and taking quizzes at their independent reading level. 
In math, kindergarteners have been working on sorting shapes by attributes, identi-

fying a number between two numbers, counting pennies, dividing a solid in half, picturing and combining sets, and 
graphing a picture on a pictograph. Students are also acting out and drawing some, some more and some, some 
went away stories.  
 
  First grade reading students are working in Unit 4 of the reading curriculum.  Students are monitoring and clarify-
ing their own reading, drawing conclusions, visualizing, identifying the theme of the story, and determining facts, 
details and important ideas. In spelling students have learned the expectations when spelling ai, ay, ea, oa, ow, ie, 
and igh words. 
  Students in first grade math enrichment are working on addition facts of doubles plus one and addition facts with 
sums of 8 and 9. They are also working on telling and showing time to the half hour, estimating temperature, 
reading a thermometer, counting dimes and pennies, writing addition and subtraction fact families, creating and 
reading a bar graph and tallying. Students are also drawing a picture to solve problems and looking for patterns to 
solve a problem.  
 

  Second grade reading students have been working on facts and details, author’s purpose, cause and effect and 
comparing and contrasting. They have been engaging in literature circle discussions to go along with the weekly 
text. During this time, students are making predictions and connections, summarizing, sharing their thinking, and 
leading discussion. This month we will begin “genius hour projects.” These projects are also referred to as 
“passion projects” and will require research and a little help from home. More information to come!  

  Second grade math students are working on addition facts with 10, 11, and 12 as the sum for fact fluency prac-
tice.  Other skills that have been covered include: fractional parts of a whole (½, ¼ and 1/8), creating and reading a 
bar graph, identifying tens and ones, and dividing a set of objects into groups, exchanging pennies for dimes, 
measuring to the nearest inch using a ruler, among other skills.  

 

We hope that everyone enjoyed their break!  For some of our stu-

dents, making the transition back to a busy school week can be a 

challenge.  This tends to result with the student being tardy.  Our 

days here at the Primary School are very busy, and being tardy 

may cause your student to miss out on something very important!  

Our gym doors always open up for breakfast at 7:45 a.m., and as long as your student 

makes it to the gym before 8:00 a.m., they will not be considered tardy.  We thank you for 

your support in our daily effort to provide the best learning opportunities for your children! 

Ms. Huckaby, Secretary/Registrar 
 
Mrs. Waring, Secretary/Bookkeeper 



Music Notes 
Happy New Year! Music was definitely in the air this past month at our 
school. It was a treat to hear all of our Primary students singing carols 
together in the gym. What a sound!  Thank you to our First grade stu-

dents for a successful music program at Otero Junior College. They also sang for our school while 
being broadcast on the radio.  Thank you to our Kindergarten and First grade students who repre-
sented our school when they traveled to La Junta and Las Animas’ nursing home to bring lots of 

holiday cheer. We will now begin learning about rhythm and melody while playing Orff  

instruments.  

     The Kindergarten students had a wonderful opportunity to perform 

for our guests during their Kindergarten sing. Thank you for those in 

attendance and taking time out of your day for our students.  Please 

mark your calendars for the Kindergarten program on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 27th entitled “Marvelous Me” at Otero Junior College’s Humanities 

Center at 6:00 p.m. Students are asked to wear jeans and comfortable 

tennis shoes since t-shirts will be provided for this occasion. 

     Our second grade students will be making great strides in playing rhythms, melodies and im-

provisations on Orff instruments. We will be learning about the Chinese New Year, Martin Luther 

King Jr. and winter repertoire this month.  

I look forward to a wonderful year ahead in music and until next time; keep a song in your heart!! 

Mrs. Belew, 

La Junta Primary Music Teacher 

From Mrs. Kemper’s Computer Corner 

  These are the things students will be covering in computer class. 

 
Kindergarten 

Log in and out of the computer entering passwords and logging into 

Learning.com 

Work on a lesson using the mouse, select key, dragging and double 

clicking.   

First Grade  

Work on a lesson using the mouse, select key, dragging and double clicking. 

The Computer Fundamentals we are working on, are; input and output devices, data stor-

age, symbols of technology, printing and scanning. 
Second Grade 

The Computer Fundamentals we are working on, are; , data storage, desktop familiarity, 

printing and scanning, network basics. 

 



 
Mrs. Goheen’s Amazing January Art News! 

 
The third quarter is here! This month is full of wonderful art inspiration with a New 

Year, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and snow, snow, snow!  
To celebrate have your student draw a picture of things they love to do in the snow, 

use Play-Doh to sculpt a snowman, or write and illustrate a book about their New 
Year resolutions! 

We will continue learning about use, care, and function of supplies and materials, 
specifically scissors and glue. Our focus will be to use line, 2D shapes, and Primary/

Secondary colors deliberately in our artwork while using ru-
brics and checklists to check for completion. 

 
If you have any questions, donations, or would like to join 

us, 
contact the office (719) 384-2991. 

Mrs. Desiree’ Goheen 

Hello Parents, Students, and Family; 

Happy New Year!   

All of us in the Lifeskills department hope that you and your family 

have enjoyed your holiday break.  Our students have been working 

hard in both reading and math.  We are excited to see their progress in our upcoming 

midyear assessments.  As our students complete their assess-

ments, we will be helping them set personal goals for the end of 

the year.  We will be excited to share their success with you. 

Thank you for being a big part of their success. 

Mrs. Hudson, Miss Larsen, and the Lifeskills team 

Parents, Students, and Family; 

  To kick the New Year off we will focus on striking the ball with 

our feet, the goal for us is to help students understand the drop 

kick, the toe kick and  the inside foot kick.  After learning the 

kicks we will engage in some fun kicking activities especially the 

all time favorite "Kick Ball."  

Mr. Ivan Pacheco 



January Newsletter for Intervention 
 
Hello and Happy New Year! Here is what we’ve been working on in Miss B’s and 
Mrs. Siefkas’ classrooms: 
 
Kinder Reading  
Students are working hard at mastering the following sounds: a, b, c, e, f, g, h, I, m, n, 
o, r, s, t, y, x, i, z and w. Students are also working on blending sounds and identifying the middle sound in words 
they hear. 
Kinder Math 
Students are working on identifying, quantifying, and writing numbers 1-10 in order. Students are also working on 
number order.  
1st Grade Reading 
First graders are working on reading words with the consonant-vowel-consonant pattern (cup, dot, etc.) with 
higher accuracy.  Students are also working on consonant blends (st-, bl-, tr-, etc.) and adding ‘s’ 
1st Grade Math 
Students are working on identifying, quantifying, and writing numbers through 20.  Students are also working in 
the early stages of addition. 
2nd Grade Reading 
Second graders are improving their recognition of consonant blends, and reading words with CCVCC, CVCC, CCVC 
patterns (where C= consonant, V= vowel) with higher accuracy.  Second graders will soon be working with high 
frequency words, and fluency practices.  
2nd Grade Math 
Students are working on mastery of adding doubles with automaticity. (6+6= 12, 7+7= 14 etc). Students have also 
been solving word problems using addition and base-ten blocks.  
 
Ms. Burkhalter & Mrs. Siefkas 

We will be kicking off our annual Fundraiser in February.  The money raised 
goes to support our student field trips, yearbooks, class t-shirts, equipment, 
water bottles, books, and any other student needs. 

 

We are encouraging all students and parents to participate by selling at least 
three items worth a total of $30.00 or donating $30.00, (due on the date that 
the fundraiser items are delivered) to assure that each student receives a 
yearbook and participate in fun activities throughout the school year. 

 

Kindergarten classes will be visiting the Buell Children’s Museum in Pueblo, 1st graders will be 
traveling to Royal Gorge, Dinosaur Experience in Canon City, and 2nd graders will be making the 
journey to the Cave of the Winds.  We are super excited to give students these great opportuni-
ties. 

The student who is the top seller from each grade level, K-1-2 grade, will get to go out to eat lunch 
with the principal.  The top seller will be able to pick the place to enjoy lunch.  

  

Thank you for your support in advance and making our Fundraiser a success.   If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Mrs. Cindy Haberman, Principal 


