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08/27/2021 
 
Our school year is off to an excellent start.  We had a wonderful flag-raising ceremony at Locust School on Monday, 
August 23, 2021.  Members of American Legion Post 192 formed the Honor Guard to raise the flag.  Students in 
grades 1st-3rd recited the pledge of allegiance, the school pledge, and then listened to our National Anthem.  Students 
at Grant and Locust are excited to be able to play on our playgrounds again.  Even though the weather this week has 
been very warm, we are taking the kids outside for PE where they can remove their masks and get some fresh air.  
Teachers have also been taking some of their classes outside to give our students a break from masks.   
 
Health Update 
For the week ending August 27, 2021, we had one positive COVID-19 case at MCMS.  Per usual procedures, the 
IDPH guidelines were followed for quarantine and exclusions.  Per the IDPH/MCDH, home testing kits for detection of 
COVID-19 will not be accepted.  If you suspect that you have COVID-19, please call your physician and seek medical 
advice as to where to get tested.   
 
SHIELD Testing 
It is our intention to begin SHIELD testing the week of September 20, 2021.  We are in the process of building the 
roster to send.  Monday will be the last day to be included in the first roster.  You can sign up to participate in SHIELD 
at any time throughout the school year, but we will only be updating the roster on a bi-weekly basis.  The purpose of 
SHIELD is to detect asymptomatic students early to reduce the spread of COVID-19.   
 
BinaxNow Testing 
The district is also in the process of being able to administer the BinaxNow Antigen Nasal swab testing for students 
who have been identified as a school close contact and parents want them to be able to stay in school.  This test is 
administered on days 1, 3, 5, and 7 after last date of exposure.  As long as the tests remain negative, students will be 
able to remain in school.  If a test yields a positive result, students will need to complete the appropriate COVID-19 
exclusion period.  The district is hopeful it will be able to begin administering this test on an “as needed” basis 
beginning the week of September 20, 2021.  BinaxNow testing is only for students enrolled in SHIELD testing. In 
addition, the District will NOT be testing symptomatic students.  
 
Transportation Update 
We are still in the process of finishing our bus routes.  We acknowledge that it has been less than perfect.  We are 
fully aware of the length of some of our bus routes, but we are limited due to a bus driver shortage. We are still 
tweaking the long routes to remedy the situation.  I know that we are not the only district in this situation.  So, if you 
are looking to help out the family budget, driving a bus is a great part-time job!  Our starting pay for bus drivers is 
$19.02/hour.  We will train you and you will receive pay while in training.  This is a great job and works well with your 
children’s school schedule-summer and school breaks off!  If interested, please call Maureen Matzer at 815-568-
8323 and she will help you get in touch with our transportation department.   
 
Academic Night 
Unlike last year, our academic nights will be held in person.  Please note, Academic Night is for parents/guardians 
ONLY and masks must be worn.  No childcare will be provided during Academic Night, so please make alternative 
arrangements.   
 
MCMS  Tuesday, August 31, 2021   6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Grant  Wednesday, September 8, 2021  6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Locust  Thursday, September 9, 2021  6:00 pm – 6:45 pm 1st and 2nd Grade 
       6:45 pm – 7:30 pm K and Pre-K 
        7:30 pm – 8:15 pm 3rd grade 
 



Special Update 
I have fielded many questions as to why our students have to wear masks. The District cannot ignore an Executive 
Order from the governor without significant repercussions.  Regardless of what you are hearing in the media, the 
state has been swift in placing districts on “probation” and will be quick in removing recognition status (a district has 
30 days to remediate the probation status). The following is an abbreviated list of actions for a district who fails to be 
in “recognition” status: 
 

1. A district is ineligible to receive any of its state funding.  Our district receives 2.1 million dollars in state aid 
as well as $220,000 to fund our pre-school program, and $45,000 in bilingual.  The state can also garnish 
transportation reimbursement in the following year.  We receive $300,000 to offset our transportation costs.    

2. A district is ineligible to receive any of the federal ESSER money.  Our district is receiving 1.8 million in 
ESSER funds. 

3. A district is also ineligible to participate in any IESA sports.   
4. The state of Illinois can take “management” of the district, replacing its current BOE, allowing for no 

community representation. 
 https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form.aspx?ItemId=262 

  
I recognize that there are many views on wearing a mask, but in a similar fashion of what we ask our students, 
please be respectful of other’s viewpoints.  We need to embrace different opinions as long as they are presented in a 
polite and considerate manner.  I am hopeful that the state reinstates local decision making once school districts can 
show we have the layered mitigations in place to limit the spread of COVID-19.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and together we can get through this.   
 
Dr. Lea Damisch 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

 


