
Little Ferry Public Schools
130 Liberty Street – Little Ferry, NJ 07643 (201) 641-6192 – FAX (201) 641-6604

Home of Memorial School
A “Governor’s School of Excellence”

Mr. Frank R. Scarafile
Superintendent of Schools/Acting Board Secretary

August 27, 2021

Dear Little Ferry Public School District Community:

I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable summer!

I understand everyone is anxious to know what school will look like in September, so I am
announcing our intentions in this letter ahead of the school opening.

The administrative team has met throughout the summer to craft the best possible plan that best
represents the needs of all students. We reviewed The Road Forward guidance from the New
Jersey Departments of Education & the New Jersey Department of Health, and we have
consulted numerous districts in Bergen County to compare notes. We understand that our plans
will not be 100% accepted. We considered every possible scenario and reviewed our practices
from last year to further improve our policies and practices. It is time to get back to a normal
educational experience.

Here is an overview of what is in place when school starts for the children on Tuesday,
September 7, 2021:

General Practices:
1. Schools will be open for a full day of instruction with lunch; regular hours: 8:15 AM-3:05

PM Kindergarten 8:30 AM to 2:55 PM. One Session Days dismissal at 12:41 PM or
12:30 for Kindergarten.

2. Parents & Guardians will not be able to opt-out of in-person instruction, as per Executive
Order 175 issued by Governor Murphy

3. We will provide virtual, synchronous “watch-along” instruction, for Covid + or required
quarantine students only. Students who are absent for illness, funerals, appointments, or
family vacations will be required to make-up missed work, found on the teacher’s
websites.

4. Only essential visitors will be allowed in the building provided they show proof of
vaccination or a recent (within one week), negative Covid Test

5. All staff are required to get vaccinated as per Executive Order 253, by October 18th or
they are subject to be tested weekly.

6. The call out for absence for children who are sick is now going through the Nurses’
Office. All calls should go the 201-641-6192 x 1406



Masks:

1. Masks are required while on school grounds or in the building according to Executive Order 251 as
as long as the mandate stays in effect.

2. Students will get mask breaks in the AM, PM, & during lunch. Remember, the buildings are all air-
conditioned, so there will be good ventilation. Windows will be open in classrooms as the weather
warrants

3. All classroom teachers have a ready supply of masks in the event the one the child is wearing
Breaks or gets dirty and unwearable.

Social Distancing:

1. We will be maintaining the allowable space to keep social distancing a priority, normally
Three (3) feet in classrooms, and large group gatherings.

Lunch:

● Lunch will be served in the Multi-Purpose Room & New Cafeteria for all grades except
Kindergarten, Grade 5, & Grade 6 who will eat in their classrooms. Lunch will be “Grab
& Go.” In the beginning of the year while only cold lunches will be served

● Lunch is ‘FREE” for all students during the 21-22 school year as per the State
Department of   Agriculture & the Governor. If you are interested in obtaining the
“Pandemic-Electronic benefit (P-EBT) from the State, you MUST have an approved
lunch form for which your family qualifies for “FREE” lunch. Therefore, we are
encouraging you to fill out the lunch form

● Please be reminded that even though lunch is free this year, The Application for Free &
Reduced Lunch Forms are used to determine   eligibility for the P-EBT benefits & state
funding to the school district. Applications are available on the school website.

Quarantine & Travel

● The State of New Jersey has NO travel advisory in effect. Therefore, quarantine after
travel Is no longer required

All other protocols that were in effect last year will carry-over into this year such as
mask exemptions for medically fragile students, parental & visitor screening, exposure
quarantining, contact tracing, handwashing, & cleaning procedures.
Here is a chart describing the differences between last year & this year:

2020-2021 School Year 2021-2022 School Year
Partial Day of Instruction Daily, full day of in-person instruction
Optional Remote Instruction No Optional; Remote Instruction
No Lunch Period Lunch Period
No Recess Recess
Required NJ Travel Quarantine No current quarantine for travel
Parent Conferences were Virtual Only Parent Conferences remain remote
Virtual  Back to School Nights with staff at home if
they desired

Virtual, live Back to School Nights with staff members
in their classrooms

Classroom closure for exposure or Positive case Only affected individuals quarantined; determined by
contact tracing; no need to shut entire class unless there
are multiple cases within same class or grade level



The 2021-2022 Safe Return Plan has been updated & will be posted on the website &
School Facebook page on September 2nd. If there is any need to revise the plan, it will
be done ASAP, as our top priority is the safety of the students & staff.

Any questions should be directed to your child’s principal. Any health related questions
should be directed to our Nurse; Samantha Espinosa, sespinoza@lfboe.org.

Remember, by sending your children to school; you are certifying that they are healthy &
Covid-19 symptom free.If you have any adults in your family, who live with you & they
are displaying symptoms or are thinking about getting tested; I ask that you keep the
children home until we make sure that there is no imminent danger
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