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Will the district require students and staff to wear mask while at school?  Students and staff are 
required to wear masks while in a school building with the exception of snack and lunch breaks. They 
are not required to wear mask outdoors at recess or during outdoor sports. The only exceptions to the 
outdoor protocol is if there are crowded conditions for a significant period of time. While NKSD’s policy 
allows for optional mask wearing during periods of low and moderate transmission, currently the 
Governor’s executive order supersedes the district policy. See School Committee Policy #GBG.1/JLI for 
masking requirements.    
 
Will NKSD offer any Distance Learning options to Students for the 2021-2022 School Year? 
The North Kingstown School Department will have all students back in-person, five days a week.   
NKSD will not provide a distance learning option for students/families.  Consistent with pre-pandemic 
district protocols, families of students who are at increased risk of severe illness (including those with 
special healthcare needs) should contact their principal to discuss a Health Plan, 504, or IEP.    
 
If my child needs to quarantine due to COVID, how will services be delivered?  
Similar to pre-pandemic conditions, NKSD will strive to keep students up to date with services and 
educational programming if a student must remain home for short periods of time due to illness.  If 
classroom groups need to quarantine due to COVID related contacts for significant periods of time, 
supports may include email communications, assignments posted in Canvas, videos, google meets, etc. 
These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis.  
 
What can we expect for school start times, school schedules, and bus schedules? 

• All NKSD schools will have bus schedules and school start/end times similar to pre-pandemic 
conditions. Davisville Academy will follow high school start and end times.  

• Middle and High School Students will return to using lockers.  
• NKSD will have pre-pandemic conditions regarding class schedules.  Lunch periods and locations 

may vary due to school logistics.  Schools will strive to create at least three feet of social 
distancing at all times as much as possible when indoors. Layered mitigation measures 
(including masks, ventilation, handwashing, etc.) will be in place to increase safety in all settings. 
See School Committee Policy #GBG.1/JLI for masking requirements.   

• School Principals will keep parents informed of all relevant school-based protocols.  
 

How will students be monitored for COVID-19 symptoms?  
Parents/guardians are should monitor their children for symptoms of infectious illness every day 
through home-based symptom screening.  This approach relies on students and their caregivers to 
identify when the student might have symptoms of infectious illness and to take action (such as staying 
home and potentially consulting with their health provider). 

 



What should families do if a student is sick or has symptoms?                                                              
Students and staff who are sick should not attend school.  School nurses will isolate students who 
exhibit symptoms in school and will contact parents to send students home to receive COVID testing and 
to begin quarantining when necessary.  

 
Will COVID Testing take place in schools?  
NKSD will not perform symptomatic or asymptomatic testing for COVID-19 in schools or in our athletic 
program unless conditions warrant it.  Any recommendations for testing will be to utilize area testing 
resources such as the Wickford train station.  

 
Will NKSD allow school visitors? 
Visitors may enter the school building consistent with pre-pandemic conditions, and all visitors must 
comply with NKSD’s COVID-19 protocols, including a sign in COVID screener, and the NKSD School 
Committee Policy #GBG.1/JLI for masking requirements. 

 
Are there any restrictions on bussing?  
There are no capacity restrictions for school transportation for the fall. It is recommended that 
household members sit together in the same seat when possible. Assigned seating will continue to be in 
effect.   

Masks are required by federal order on school buses and other forms of public transportation in the 
United States. 
 
How will quarantine decisions be handled? 

• When positive COVID cases are discovered in NKSD schools, NKSD will continue to follow the RI 
quarantine requirements. Based upon the current case rates, the limited spread within K-12 
settings, the high vaccination rates in Rhode Island, and the importance of in-person learning, 
schools are recommended (by RIDOH) to implement the “7 day with testing” quarantine option. 
This option is the least disruptive to students' education and to families' lives. With this option, 
close contact individuals can return to school on Day 8 with a negative test from Day 5 or later, 
and should also watch for symptoms until 14 days after exposure. 

• From RIDOH K-12 Playbook 
 A K-12 student exposed to another K-12 student infected with COVID-19 does not need to 
quarantine if all of the following apply: 

• Both the infected person and exposed close contact are K-12 students; 
• The exposure occurred in an indoor K-12 classroom; 
• Both the exposed (close contact) student and the infected student wore face 

masks at all times during the close contact exposure; and 
• At least three feet of physical distance was maintained at all times during 

the exposure. 

• Students with probable symptoms, not connected to a positive close contact,                               
will require only a negative PCR test for return. 

 



If students need to quarantine due to COVID, how will they be supported to keep up with their 
classes?  
If classroom groups need to quarantine due to COVID related contacts for significant periods of time, 
supports may include email communications, assignments posted in Canvas, videos, google meets, etc. 
These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 

Will the school department make changes to its protocols regarding COVID?  If so, how often?  
The North Kingstown School Department will make adjustments to these protocols as needed and in the 
best interest of the health of our students and staff.  Any updates will be communicated via email by the 
district and schools. The Rhode Island Department of Health has informed us that they are constantly 
evaluating the science and the data related to COVID 19 and Infectious diseases. As is the case with any 
of its recommendations, it will update schools with recommendations in alignment with data.  
 
 
 
 


