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8-20-21
Community High School District 117

Being fully back to in-person learning with all the rich traditions, activities, and experiences offered

by the District’s high quality schools is exactly what we need for our students and communities.

The effort to fully return to in-person learning has taken heroic action by all of us. Our collective

efforts have paid off, the average daily attendance for the first week of school is 96.8 % which is

slightly higher than pre-COVID attendance rates. Thank you for your continued support and

cooperation.

Keeping our schools in-person will continue to take diligence and cooperation of all of us working

together. Schools are safe when they have prevention strategies in place. Consistent with the

IDPH guidance, the District continues the safety strategy of implementing multiple mitigation

measures (masking, social distancing, testing, hygiene, increased ventilation and cleaning) to help

reduce the spread of COVID-19.

As you know, the Governor’s Executive Order 2021-18, which went into effect Aug. 4, requires all

students, staff, and visitors to wear masks indoors in all Illinois P-12 schools. This action is

supported by both the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Academy of

Pediatrics.

The last several Board of Education meetings, parents have expressed their frustration and anger

over the District requiring face masks indoors at school buildings. There are potentially damaging

legal, financial, and athletic ramifications a school district would face if the universal indoor

masking state requirement were not implemented.  The District would be subject to the following:

● Reduced school recognition status - Probationary status

● Possible loss of all State funding

● Students would be ineligible to participate in IHSA athletic competitions

https://www.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders/executive-order.executive-order-number-18.2021.html
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Last week, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) took action against 29 school districts

which had not implemented universal masking. Our goal continues to be in-person learning for the

entire school year with as few interruptions as possible and not needing to pivot to remote learning

at any time. Wearing a mask is simple, safe, and easy. The District’s skillful staff is on the front

line of this pandemic, please support them so we can better support our students.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim McKay


