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8-13-2021
Community High School District 117 Families,

The District is prepared and excited to welcome everyone back to school on Monday, August 16! The
Freshman Class of 2025 started their year today with incredible positive energy and joy to be back in
school with their peers and teachers!

Last year at this time schools across the country were preparing for remote learning which impacted
much of the school year. Certainly everyone would agree, it is hard to imagine having to go back to
those very difficult days!

Starting the school year COVID-19 is unfortunately again on the rise. Lake County and its surrounding
counties have all moved to “High” community transmission of COVID. This is an increase from “Low”,
“Moderate” and “Substantial” transmission that has occurred in one month’s time, prompting the
Governor (8-4-21) to issue a mandatory face covering for everyone in public and nonpublic K-12
schools. Therefore, the District will require all students, staff, and visitors to wear a face mask while in
District 117 schools and on school buses. This decision is made to prioritize in-person instruction, public
health, and to ensure we can keep students and staff healthy and present in our buildings. In many cases,
adhering to the guidance allows staff and students the opportunity to remain in school even in a close
contact situation. Not adhering to the guidance will potentially create further disruptions due to possible
quarantine situations. Our goal is to be in-person for the entire school year and to not have to pivot to
remote learning at any time. We will need cooperation to ensure full uninterrupted operations and
learning during this period of fluctuating COVID transmission.

District 117 remains committed to phasing in a face mask option for all students when conditions
warrant. As the transmission hopefully declines and the vaccination rate rises, we will have more
options for face masks. Details of the District’s Return to School Learning Plan can be found here. The
focus for the 2021-22 school year needs to be on teaching, learning and fostering relationships with
students.

District 117 looks forward to a great school year. The beginning of the school year is always a time
where families receive a lot of school specific information; thank you for your patience and continued
support.  We look forward to seeing all our students on Monday!!

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim McKay
Superintendent

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1457919/Return_to_School_2021_-_22_Learning_Plan.docx.pdf

