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7-30-21

Thank you to the parents and students that worked with the building principals to provide valuable
feedback on our current Return to School Learning Plan. Consistent with the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE), I believe we all share the same goal to prioritize the safe return of all students to
in-person learning this fall. The last year and half has challenged all of us with the nearly constant
state of change. The Centers of Disease Control and Prevention / Illinois Department of Public
Health (CDC/IDPH), after issuing guidance to schools, provided another update this week
recommending all students, staff and visitors wear masks in schools.
The District is diligently examining, analyzing and evaluating the ever changing guidance regarding
COVID-19 preventive mitigation strategies. We expect to receive clarity in the coming week. The
District’s Return to School Learning Plan therefore may need to be adjusted. We will continue to
monitor current local conditions as we plan for school opening for all our students on Monday,
August 16th.
While we acknowledge the conflicting community views, please know we will continue to be
deliberate in our approach and are planning for a successful school year that prioritizes student
learning and engagement, as well as safety for everyone.

The most recent guidance from the CDC/IDPH are as follows:

● Vaccinations are considered the leading public health prevention strategy to end the
COVID-19 pandemic.

● Universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students and visitors, regardless of
vaccination status.

● Physical distancing should be at least 3 feet apart. Masks should be worn when physical
distancing cannot be maintained.

● Screening testing can support in-person learning by identifying infected persons who are
not showing signs or symptoms of COVID-19.

● Contact tracing and Quarantine protocols are managed by the Lake County Health
Department.

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1411187/Return_to_School_2021_-_22_Learning_Plan.docx__1___1_.pdf
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The layering of these mitigation measures or using them together has shown to reduce the potential
for transmission of the COVID-19 virus and allowed the District last spring to keep in-person
learning environments safe for students and staff during fluctuating transmission. Deviation from
these guidelines increases risk and potential liability to the District. More information will be
communicated in the following week.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim McKay
Superintendent


