
Pooled Testing in MSAD #44
A program in partnership 

with Concentric by Ginkgo 

In MSAD #44, we seek to maintain a safe 
environment for employees, students, 

families, and the community. To support 
those goals, we have partnered with 

Concentric by Ginkgo to provide an optional 
and free pooled testing program. 



What is Pooled 
Testing?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJjYv1m58I4


Why 
Pooled 

Testing?

Pooled PCR testing is a more 
efficient way to test large groups of 
students and staff in schools on a 
weekly basis. It will help keep all 
children and staff safe. The early 
detection and reduction of spread 
provides peace of mind for 
students, staff, and families, as 
well as the added benefit of 
reducing education disruption and 
exclusion from extracurriculars due 
to quarantine as a close contact.  



Pooled Testing Participation...

● Participation in pooled testing is voluntary and consent will 
be gathered before the program begins. 

● Students who do not participate cannot be barred from 
in-person learning opportunities solely because they do not 
participate.

● Those not participating in the program who are identified 
as close contacts must quarantine and be out of school 
during the quarantine period.



The Steps...

Step 1: Training & Materials: Each school will assign and train supervisors and 
observers for the pool testing program. Test materials (swabs and collection tubes) 
will be sent to schools for use.

Step 2: Collect Consent: MSAD #44 will send consents forms to all students PK-12 
for parents/guardians to approve enrollment in the pool testing program.

Step 3: Test: Once a week, all students/staff enrolled in the pool testing program will 
provide swab samples that will be shipped to a lab for testing. A schedule will be 
determined at each school and communicated with families. 

Step 4: Results: Results for all swabs will be available within 48 hours and 
parents/guardians will be notified if there is a positive pool. Follow up testing via 
rapid test will be conducted for anyone involved in a positive pool.  



How it Works...

Students Self-Swab: The test uses short, easy-to-use swabs, not the invasive 
brain ticklers. They say, “if you can pick your nose, you can take this test!”

Send Samples: Each classroom combines its swabs into one tube. Shipping 
materials are provided and used to send samples to the lab, where they run one 
test per classroom, RAP, or satellite group.

Get Results: If the result is negative, it’s unlikely anyone is infected. If the result 
is positive, someone in the classroom is most likely sick; in that case, we will 
provide follow-up testing.

Get Back to Learning: The quick and easy process takes just minutes to 
perform, allowing students and teachers to remain safe and focus on learning.





When Results are Received...

If a pooled test result is negative...

● then all individuals within that pool are presumed negative and may remain 
in school.

If a pooled result is positive...

● the individuals in that pool will need to be tested using a rapid antigen test 
called BinaxNOW. The positive individual(s) would then be sent home to 
begin their quarantine period. Students within the pool who test negative 
using the BinaxNOW follow-up would be exempt from quarantine.



The Testing Team



Additional Support...

As part of the testing program, Concentric by Ginko partners with RCM, a 
third-party staffing partner, to provide support to all schools on the day of their 
scheduled pool tests.

RCM will provide…

● A fully licensed, state-certified RN to oversee pooled testing
● The nurse will... 

○ make sure the tests are done accurately
○ Ensure tests enter the test tube accurately
○ Enter all pooled tests into system
○ Prepare pooled tests for shipping



Benefits of Pooled Testing

● Participating in pooled testing gives the 
district the opportunity to make decisions to 
potentially relax physical distancing 
requirements, while keeping kids safe.

● All students and staff participating in pooled 
testing do not have to quarantine if they are 
part of a positive pool and test negative using 
the BinaxNOW.

● Pooled testing provides early detection of 
COVID cases, often asymptomatic, which 
allows us to quarantine only those effected 
and keeps more students in school.

● Concentric validated its pooled test by 
comparing its performance against an 
FDA-authorized “gold standard” PCR test. 
Their test correctly identified 96% of the 
positive tests detected by the PCR test and 
100% of the negative tests (meaning that 
there were no false positives). The pooled 
results in the study matched the expected 
individual results 100% of the time.

● Pooled test results will only be provided 
directly to identified health personnel in 
schools and not shared publicly.


