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Introduction 

The Depew Union Free School District’s COVID-19 health and safety Opening plan establishes 

and explains the necessary policies, practices and conditions necessary to meet the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) and 

New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) and New York State Education Department 

(NYSED) guidelines for COVID-19. As the health and safety of our school-community is our 

top priority, the plan has a strong commitment to those measures. 

It is important to note that this plan is a living and breathing document that will be updated on a 

regular basis to reflect the most recent Executive Orders, ECDOH, NYSDOH and NYSED 

guidance documents and emerging needs within the Depew School-Community.  All updates 

will be posted to the District website: www.depewschools.org and communicated via Blackboard 

Connect. 

The plan is divided into logical categories and is subject to change as guidance and regulations 

change. Each category contains mandates, guidance, procedures, protocols, and/or other 

measures, which explain practices that need to be considered in order to maximize the health and 

safety of students and staff. The categories are as follows:  

 Masking 

 Physical Distancing 

 Health Monitoring 

 Returning to School Following Illness 

 When the School Receives Notice of a COVID-19 Positive Case 

 Quarantine 

 Extra-Curricular Activities 

 COVID-19 Vaccination 

 COVID-19 Screening Testing 

 Cleaning and Disinfection 

 Ventilation 

 

http://www.depewschools.org/
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Communication/Family and Community Engagement 

General Information 

The district will utilize numerous communication channels to inform parents, students, teachers, 

administrators, support staff and the community in general of procedures and protocols with 

respect to the COVID-19 pandemic. Along with the district website: www.depewschools.org, the 

most highly utilized channel is our phone, email and text message mass communication system, 

Blackboard Connect. The system sends our phone, email, text message alerts, usually pointing to 

an explanatory document or letter on the school district website. The school website: 

www.depewschools.org, is the primary repository for letters, documents, event headlines, 

frequently asked questions, and general information about the district and each school building. 

The website has a dedicated page to all correspondence, sorted chronologically, regarding the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

Accommodations for vulnerable students and staff with underlying medical conditions or who 

have household members with underlying health conditions will be made to the extent 

practicable. The Depew Union Free School District’s Business Administrator will coordinate 

with the medical providers of families and staff members seeking accommodations.  

Families should contact the school nurse to initiate the discussion, which may result in an 

individualized Health Care Plan to address the following:  

● How does the medial condition create a limitation?  

● How will the requested accommodation address the limitation?  

● Is there another form of accommodation that could effectively address the request in a 

   less restrictive manner?  

● How will the proposed accommodation enable the student to continue participation in 

   school?  

Employees seeking medical accommodations should initially contact their supervisor and the 

Business Administrator to initiate the discussion. The Depew UFSD will follow ADA guidance:  

● How does the disability create a limitation?  

http://www.depewschools.org/
http://www.depewschools.org/
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● How will the requested accommodation address the limitation?  

● Is there another form of accommodation that could effectively address the request?  

● How will the proposed accommodation enable the employee to continue performing 

    the essential function of their job?  

● Is the requested accommodation reasonable or will it create an undue hardship? 

Parent & Student Notification 

The district will provide guidance to parents and students with the following information 

regarding COVID-19 (Communications will be provided in languages spoken among families 

and throughout the school community as needed.): 

 When/how long to stay home from class/other activities if they are sick. This will include 

details on how this will affect grading policies. 

 What they should do if exposure is suspected and what will happen if a student tests 

positive. This will include details about isolation and when they can return to 

campus/class/activities. This will also include details about procedures if a student’s close 

contact tests positive. 

 How student health will be monitored. 

 What to do if they suspect someone else may be sick. 

 When and how they will be permitted to return to campus in the fall, including any new 

procedures, updates to timing, etc. 

 What will happen if there is a case or an outbreak on campus. 

 How a school closure will be handled, including what the criteria for deciding to close 

campus will be. 

 What additional measures students in vulnerable populations should take and/or what 

additional options they have 

 What the new social distancing/PPE protocols on campus are and how a failure to follow 

these protocols will be handled. 
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Faculty & Staff Notification 

The district will provide guidance to faculty and staff with the following information regarding 

COVID-19: 

 When/how long to stay home from work if they are sick. This should include details on 

how this will affect sick time allowance. 

 What they should do if exposure is suspected and what will happen if an employee tests 

positive. This should include details about isolation and when they can return to work. 

This should also include details about procedures if an employee’s close contact tests 

positive. 

 How employee health will be monitored. 

 What to do if they suspect someone else may be sick. 

 When and how they will be permitted to return to work, including any new procedures, 

updates to timing, etc. This should include details on who is permitted to work from 

home and under what circumstances. 

 What will happen if there is a case or an outbreak on campus. 

 How a school closure will be handled, including what the criteria for deciding to close 

campus will be. 

 What additional measures employees in vulnerable populations should take and/or what 

additional options they have. 

 What the new social distancing/PPE protocols on campus are and how a failure to follow 

these protocols will be handled. 

 How work spaces/classrooms/common areas will be cleaned/disinfected and by whom. 

1. Masking  

When teachers, staff, and students consistently and correctly wear a mask, they protect others as 

well as themselves. Consistent and correct mask use is especially important indoors and in 

crowded settings, when physical distancing (6 feet) cannot be maintained.  
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A. Indoors  

ECDOH requires indoor masking for all individuals age 2 years and older, including students, 

teachers, staff, bus drivers, bus aides, vendors, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status. 

Appropriate masks must be worn at all times in all classroom and non-classroom settings, 

including but not limited to hallways, school offices, restrooms, gyms, locker rooms, 

auditoriums, etc. Students may remove their mask during meals as long as they sit 3 feet apart, to 

the extent possible, and a seating chart is kept. Acceptable masks must be two layers of materials 

and may be cloth-based or surgical masks that cover both the mouth and nose. Bandanas, gators, 

and clear face shields are not considered acceptable face coverings.  

B. Outdoors  

ECDOH strongly recommends but does not require masks outdoors. However, protocols and 

procedures should be maintained for students, faculty, and staff to ensure maximized physical 

distancing to protect against the transmission of the COVID-19 virus on school grounds, 

especially when masks are not being worn outside.  

C. Bus Transportation  

ECDOH requires bus drivers, bus aides, staff, and students to wear a mask at all times while on 

school buses, including on buses operated by public and private school systems and private 

vendors, regardless of vaccination status.  Seats will be assigned to all riders.  Parents are 

encouraged to allow their children to ride school transportation, in order to limit the amount of 

congestion during the morning drop off and afternoon pick up.  The same traffic patterns for 

buses and cars, as 2020-2021 school year, will be maintained for the 2021-2022 school year.  

D. Mask Breaks  

Mask breaks should occur throughout the day. Breaks should occur when students can be six feet 

apart and ideally outside or at least with the windows open.  The breaks should occur at a 

minimum of 1 time per hour (class period) for at least 5 minutes.  Only 50% of the students in a 

classroom should take a mask break at a time.  Teachers may take mask breaks at any time and 

when they are more than 6 feet away from their students and other staff members.  
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E. Exceptions  

Persons who cannot safely wear a mask because of a disability or medical condition should work 

with the school for a reasonable accommodation. Schools may require written documentation of 

a medical or physical condition from a physician or licensed medical provider before providing 

an exception.  

Exceptions can be made for the following categories of people:  

• A person who cannot wear a mask, or cannot safely wear a mask, because of a disability as 

defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.). Discuss the 

possibility of reasonable accommodation with workers who are unable to wear or have difficulty 

wearing certain types of masks because of a disability.  

• A person for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to workplace health, safety, or job duty 

as determined by the relevant workplace safety guidelines or federal regulations.  

2. Physical Distancing  

Because of the importance of in-person learning, schools should implement physical distancing 

to the extent possible within their facilities but should not exclude students from in-person 

learning to meet a minimum distance requirement. Several studies from the 2020-2021 school 

year show low COVID-19 transmission levels among students in schools that had less than 6 feet 

of physical distance when the school implemented and layered other prevention strategies, such 

as the use of masks.  

A. Students  

ECDOH strongly recommends schools to maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between 

students within classrooms combined with mask wearing, to reduce transmission risk, regardless 

of vaccination status. When determining close contact status following an exposure, 

unvaccinated students within 3 feet from the positive COVID-19 case for a cumulative total of 

15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period during a time the case was infectious will be 

quarantined regardless if masks were worn. As per Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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(CDC) guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts are not 

subject to quarantine.  

B. Teachers/Staff  

ECDOH strongly recommends schools to maintain at least 6 feet of physical distance between 

teachers/staff and students combined with mask wearing, to reduce transmission risk, regardless 

of vaccination status. ECDOH recognizes that distance may be harder to maintain in lower 

grade levels wherein personal instruction is often necessary. Teachers/staff should carefully 

monitor staff breaks and meetings, maintaining 6 feet of distancing and adhering to masking at 

all times, regardless of an individual’s vaccination status. Staff meetings should be held 

virtually whenever possible. When determining close contact status following an exposure, 

unvaccinated teachers/staff within 6 feet from the positive COVID-19 case for a cumulative total 

of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period during a time the case was infectious will be 

quarantined regardless if masks were worn. As per CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals 

who are identified as close contacts are not subject to quarantine. 

C. Band, Chorus, and Orchestra  

Practice and Lessons: ECDOH requires that individuals participating in activities which involve 

projecting the voice (e.g., singing) or playing a wind instrument must be 6 feet apart during 

practice and lessons and must wear a mask when not singing or playing.  

Performances: ECDOH requires, to the extent practicable, that individuals participating in 

activities that involve projecting the voice (e.g., singing) or playing a wind instrument must be 6 

feet apart during all performances and must wear a mask when not singing or playing. ECDOH 

further requires, without exception, at least 6 feet of distance between the performers and the 

audience during all performances.  

D. Busing and Transportation  

ECDOH strongly recommends:  

• maintaining a daily seating and attendance chart for the identification of close contacts,  

• keeping students from the same household in the same seats,  
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• students from different household should not share seats, and  

• loading buses back to front.  

E. Cohorting  

Cohorting means keeping people together in a small group and having each group stay together 

throughout an entire day. Cohorting limits the spread of COVID-19 between groups.  

ECDOH strongly recommends:  

• cohorting students to limit potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus,  

• taking measures to prevent intermingling between cohorts (e.g., separation by appropriate 

physical distancing, particularly if there are multiple cohorts in one area),  

• making efforts to ensure that cohorts are fixed – meaning contain the same students, and  

• maintaining seating charts and attendance for each cohort for the identification of close contact.  

Faculty may instruct more than one cohort so long as appropriate physical distancing is 

maintained.  

3. Health Monitoring  

A. School Entry Screening  

ECDOH requires daily health screenings, including temperature and a COVID-19 symptom 

check upon entry into school of all students, faculty, staff, contractors, vendors, and visitors to 

identify individuals who may have COVID-19. If an individual presents with a temperature 

greater than 100.0°F, or reports one or more COVID-19 symptom(s), regardless of vaccination 

status, the individual must be denied entry into the facility or sent directly to a dedicated 

isolation area prior to being picked up or otherwise sent home. 

COVID-19 symptoms include the following: fever, chills, rigors, muscle aches, headache, back 

pain, fatigue, runny nose, congestion, sore throat, loss of smell, loss of taste, shortness of breath, 

difficulty breathing, wheezing, chest pain, cough, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 

dehydration, altered mental status/confusion, and seizures.  
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B. Questionnaire Screening  

ECDOH requires the use of a daily screening questionnaire for students, teachers, staff, and 

visitors reporting to school. (Appendix A). The questionnaire for students, particularly younger 

students, who may require assistance, may be answered before that student reports to school by 

their parent/legal guardian.  Individuals entering any of the District’s buildings are attesting to 

the fact that the questionnaire was completed and do not have any COVID-19 symptoms.  

C. Developing Illness at School  

ECDOH requires that if a student or staff member develops COVID-19 symptoms while at 

school, regardless of vaccination status, the ill person must immediately be placed in an 

isolation area/room at school and picked up by a parent/guardian if a student or sent home if a 

staff member.  

D. Isolation Areas/Rooms  

ECDOH requires schools to maintain isolation areas/rooms separated from others for students or 

staff who are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. These designated rooms should be monitored, 

overseen, and logged.  Each building has designated spaces to isolate individuals.  

4. Returning to School Following Illness  

A. COVID-19-Like Illness  

ECDOH requires that in order for students or staff to return to school following a COVID-19-

like illness, regardless of vaccination status, one of the three following criteria must be met:  

1. A negative COVID-19 test is provided. ECDOH strongly recommends a PCR COVID-19 test. 

OR  

2. A note from the student/staff’s medical care provider with an alternative diagnosis is provided. 

(Appendix B) OR  
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3. There have been at least 10 days since the onset of COVID-19 symptoms.  

ECDOH offers free COVID-19 PCR testing to symptomatic Erie County residents and close 

contacts of confirmed cases. Other local testing sites are listed at www.erie.gov/covidtestsites. 

COVID-19 diagnostic testing is fully covered by all health insurance plans per federal mandates.  

A negative at-home COVID-19 test result will NOT be accepted to return a student to 

school or school staff to work.    

B. COVID-19 Positive Case  

ECDOH requires that students or staff must meet all the following criteria in order to return to 

school following testing positive for COVID-19:  

1. At least 10 days after COVID-19 symptom onset or 10 days from their first positive test if  

asymptomatic AND  

2. Fever-free for at least 24 consecutive hours without the use of fever-reducing medications 

AND  

3. COVID-19 symptoms are improving.  

 

5. When the School Receives Notice of a COVID-19 Positive Case  

ECDOH requires schools to notify the ECDOH COVID-19 School Team of all positive COVID-

19 cases reported by staff, students, or guardians. The school is required to prepare a list of 

classroom, bus, sports, and extracurricular activities close contacts. Close contacts are defined 

as students who are within 3 feet or teachers/staff who are within 6 feet from the positive 

COVID-19 case for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period during a 

time the case was infectious, regardless if masks were worn.  

 

6. Quarantine  

ECDOH uses the close contact definition along with the duration of exposure, proximity, and 

presence of symptoms to determine who is an exposed contact and therefore subject to 

quarantine. Schools are required to cooperate with contact tracers to determine close contacts and 

http://www.erie.gov/covidtestsites
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compile contact information. ECDOH will notify parents and staff who are considered to be 

contacts exposed to a COVID-19 case.  

Persons are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 ≥2 weeks after they have received the 

second dose in a 2-dose series (Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna), or ≥2 weeks after they have 

received a single-dose vaccine (Johnson & Johnson [J&J]/Janssen).  

 

A. Fully Vaccinated Close Contacts  

Per CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts are not 

subject to quarantine. However, these individuals should monitor for COVID-19 symptoms. 

Fully vaccinated persons who have a known exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed 

COVID-19 should get tested 3-5 days after exposure and should wear a mask in public indoor 

settings for 14 days or until they receive a negative test result. If they begin to experience 

COVID-19 symptoms, they must follow the “Returning to School Following Illness” protocol 

detailed above in Section 4.  

B. Unvaccinated Close Contacts  

Per CDC guidelines, unvaccinated students within 3 feet or unvaccinated teachers/staff within 6 

feet from the positive COVID-19 case for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-

hour period during a time the case was infectious, regardless if masks were worn, will be 

considered a close contact and quarantined for 10 days from the last day of exposure to the 

positive COVID-19 case. 

Persons who are not fully vaccinated should be tested immediately after being identified, and, if 

negative, tested again in 5-7 days after last exposure or immediately if COVID-19 symptoms 

develop during quarantine.  

Seating charts for classrooms, buses, and extracurricular activities should be kept in the event 

there is a case in a class. If there is no seating chart, all unvaccinated individuals in the class 

will be considered unvaccinated close contacts and be quarantined for 10 days from the last 

day of exposure to the positive COVID-19 case.  
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Regardless if a seating chart is maintained, if there are two or more cases in a classroom 

during a 10-day period, all unvaccinated individuals in the class will quarantine for 10 days 

from their last exposure to the positive COVID-19 case, regardless if masks were worn. 

C. When a Student is Ill and/or Quarantined 

Students who may need to miss in-person instruction for a significant amount of time due to 

being ill and/or quarantined will be provided several modes of instructional support, which will 

be dependent on the grade level and subject matter.  The teacher will develop appropriate 

supports, which may be one or more of the following: take home materials; posted assignments / 

videos on Schoology; one on one time (Virtual Office Hours) with the teacher; and/or Zooming 

into the classroom for a lesson (when determined appropriate by the teacher).  The most 

important communications will take place between the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the child's 

teacher(s) during these periods of absence.  If more support is needed for the student, the 

teacher(s) will work with the parent(s)/guardian(s) to secure those needed supports.  

 

 

7. Inter-Scholastic Athletics  

The following guidelines apply to COVID-19 moderate and high-risk sports. Definitions for 

COVID-19 moderate and high-risk sports can be found at the NY Forward web site. 

(https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidanc

e.pdf)   

ECDOH requires schools to notify the ECDOH COVID-19 School Team of all sport positive 

COVID-19 cases reported by coaches, staff, students, or guardians.  

ECDOH requires masking for all sport players during all sport activities whenever the players 

are not actively participating in game play or practice. ECDOH further requires masking of all 

sport coaches and staff during all sport activities while not directly engaged in physical activity. 

ECDOH strongly recommends masking for all sport players during game play and practice 

unless they are unable to physically tolerate masking. In addition, ECDOH strongly recommends 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
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that athletes and coaches who are not engaging in physical activity (i.e. sitting on the bench or 

sidelines) maintain a distance of at least 3ft.  

If there is one COVID-19 case on a team that is present while infectious, all unvaccinated 

players and coaches/staff are required to pause for 10 days from the last exposure. Vaccinated 

players and coaches/staff may continue game play and team activities during a team pause.  

Pause means no practice, games, or team activities for the affected team, but players and 

coaches/staff not identified as unvaccinated close contacts are able to go to work and school.  

If there are two or more players or coaches/staff who test positive during a 10-day period, all 

team activities must pause for 10 days from the last date of exposure to the first confirmed 

COVID-19 case. All unvaccinated players and coaches/staff are required to quarantine for 10 

days from their last date of exposure to a COVID-19 case. Vaccinated players and coaches/staff 

can still go to work and school.  

If a school or district shifts students to a full virtual learning model because of the number of 

COVID-19 cases in a building or district, all sports associated with the school are required to 

stop for the duration of the virtual learning period. 

 

8. COVID-19 Vaccination  

COVID-19 vaccination is strongly recommended for all eligible students and staff. Vaccination 

is currently the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Promoting vaccination can help schools safely continue in-person learning as well as 

extracurricular activities and sports. Fully vaccinated individuals will not be subject to the same 

quarantine requirements as those who are not fully vaccinated in most circumstances.  

 

9. COVID-19 Screening Testing  

COVID-19 screening testing is recommended for students and staff who are not fully vaccinated 

at least once per week during moderate, substantial, and high transmission as per CDC guidance. 

Testing can provide an important prevention strategy and safety net to support in-person 
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education in schools where the transmission risk is moderate, substantial or high. In addition, 

PCR tests are used for screening testing which are the most accurate COVID-19 tests available. 

Schools may consider multiple screening testing strategies, for example, testing a random sample 

of at least 10% of students and staff who are not fully vaccinated, or testing all students/staff who 

were in the same classroom as a COVID-19 case during their infectious period, regardless of 

their proximity in the classroom. ECDOH continues to work with schools to implement COVID-

19 screening testing programs to those interested.  

 

10. Cleaning and Disinfection  

In general, cleaning once a day sufficiently removes potential virus that may be on surfaces. 

Disinfecting (using disinfectants on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency COVID-19 list: 

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/about-list-n-disinfectants-coronavirus-covid-19-0) removes 

any remaining germs on surfaces, which further reduces any risk of spreading infection.  

If a facility has had a sick person or someone who tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 

24 hours, clean AND disinfect the space.  

 

11. Ventilation  

Improving ventilation is an important COVID-19 prevention strategy that can reduce the number 

of virus particles in the air. Along with other preventive strategies, including wearing a well-

fitting, multi-layered mask, bringing fresh outdoor air into a building helps keep virus particles 

from concentrating inside. This can be done by opening multiple doors and windows, using 

child-safe fans to increase the effectiveness of open windows, and making changes to the HVAC 

or air filtration systems. Keeping windows open a few inches improves air circulation.  

During transportation, open or crack windows in buses and other forms of transportation, if 

doing so does not pose a safety risk. Keeping windows open a few inches improves air 

circulation.  

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/about-list-n-disinfectants-coronavirus-covid-19-0
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Sources Consulted to Develop School Guidance: 

1. New York State Interim Guidance for In-Person Instruction at Pre-K to Grade 12 Schools 

During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency: 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-

K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf    

2. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-

12 Schools: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-

guidance.html#physical-distancing   

3. Erie County Department of Health School Guidance (2020-2021): 

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19school

guidance.pdf   

4. Erie County Department of Health Youth Sports Guidance (2020-2021): 

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/resuming-higher-

risk-sports.pdf   

5. American Academy of Pediatrics COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools: 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-

guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/   

6. New York State Education Department Health Safety Guide for the 2021-2022 School Year 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/back-school/nysed-health-and-safety-

guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#physical-distancing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#physical-distancing
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19schoolguidance.pdf
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19schoolguidance.pdf
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/resuming-higher-risk-sports.pdf
https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/resuming-higher-risk-sports.pdf
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/back-school/nysed-health-and-safety-guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/back-school/nysed-health-and-safety-guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf
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Appendix A: Health Screening Questionnaire 

 

COVID-19 HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRE  
 

DATE: ____________  

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________  

 

QUESTIONS:  

 

1) Have you experienced symptoms of COVID-19 such as fever (temperature of 100°F or  

above) or chills, muscle or body aches, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, 

headache, sore throat, nasal congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, or new loss 

of taste and/or smell in the past 10 days?  

 

Please answer “yes” only if you are experiencing a new onset of symptoms OR you are 

experiencing a change in symptoms from your baseline if you have a known pre- existing 

medical condition (e.g. asthma, allergies).  

Yes 

No 

 

2) Is your temperature 100 degrees Fahrenheit or greater today?  

No 

Yes 

 

3) Have you tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 10 days?  

No 

Yes 

 

4) Have you had contact with anyone confirmed or suspected of having COVID-19 in the past 10 

days?  

No 

Yes 

 

*If you answered YES to any of the above questions, please STOP  

and notify administration immediately*  
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Appendix B: Return to School Document 
 
Patient’s/Student’s Name: _________________________ DOB______________ Name of School District: 

__________________________ Name of School: _________________________ Onset of Symptoms: 

_______________________ Last Day in School: __________________  

 

SYMPTOMATIC / NOT TESTED / NOT A CLOSE CONTACT¹ TO A POSITIVE CASE  

______1.) Student found to have another source of symptoms, SARS-CoV2 testing was NOT done, and may 

return to school when they are 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms are improving. 

(Provider is confident the illness is not COVID-19).  
______2.) Student NOT found to have another source of symptoms or they have a source for their symptoms 

but the provider is not confident that COVID-19 is excluded & SARS-CoV2 testing was NOT done. Patient 

may return to school after a MINIMUM of 10 days from the onset of symptoms with the last 24 hours fever-

free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms improving.  

 

SYMPTOMATIC / NEGATIVE COVID-19 TEST / NOT A CLOSE CONTACT1 TO A POSITIVE CASE  
_____ 3.) Student had a NEGATIVE test for SARS-CoV2, as well as another source for symptoms, and may 

return to school when they are 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms are improving.  

_____4.) Student had a NEGATIVE test for SARS-CoV2, with high suspicion of possible false negative test 

based on provider’s judgement, so may return to school after a MINIMUM of 10 days from the onset of 

symptoms with the last 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms improving.  

 

POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST WITH OR WITHOUT SYMPTOMS  

_____ 5.) Student had a POSITIVE test for SARS-CoV2 and must stay home for a MINIMUM of 10 days 

from the onset of symptoms with the last 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms 

improving.  

_____6.) Student is asymptomatic but had a POSITIVE test for SARS-CoV2 and must stay home for 10 days 

from the date of the test. If symptoms develop, the student must THEN stay home for a MINIMUM of 10 days 

from the onset of symptoms with the last 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms 

improving.  

 

CLOSE CONTACT1 TO A COVID-19 POSITIVE PERSON  
____ 7.) Non-fully vaccinated student who is asymptomatic and has had close contact1 to someone with 

COVID-19 must quarantine for 10 days from the date of the last exposure to the positive case. If the positive 

COVID-19 case is a household member and the student is unable to quarantine from the case, the student’s 

quarantine date will be extended 10 days past the last contagious day of the positive case. -If symptoms 

develop, the student may return to school after a MINIMUM of 10 days from the onset of symptoms with the 

last 24 hours fever-free2 with no antipyretic use and other symptoms improving.  

**Fully vaccinated students identified as close contacts as long as they are asymptomatic are not subject to 

quarantine.  

 

The EARLIEST this patient may return to school is: ________________________ (To be verified by 

ECDOH) Physician’s Name: _____________________ Signature: __________________Date:____________ 

Office name & phone:________________________________________________________________  
 

If testing is PENDING, please complete the form only after results are available. A student may not return while a test is pending.  

1Close contact is defined as students who are within 3 ft or teachers/staff who are within 6 ft for ≥ 15 minutes in a 24-hour period regardless 

if masks were worn. Fully vaccinated asymptomatic individuals are not quarantined. 2Fever is defined as ≥100.0ºF. If fever was never 

present, the other guidelines must still be followed. This statement is valid based on relevant information on the date above, but may change 

based on new symptoms, exposures, or results. The patient’s family has been instructed to notify the office for any changes. 

 

 



DUFSD Opening Plan 2021-2022 

20 
 

Appendix C: Points of Contact 

COVID-19 Resource Leader and Safety Coordinator/School Business Administrator 

Susan Arena (716) 686-5110 

Superintendent of Schools 

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. (716) 686-5105 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

Joseph D’Amato (716) 686-5129 

Director of Special Education 

Jill Snuszka (716) 686-5123 

Director of Technology 

Andrew Gilliam (716) 686-5066 

Director of Facilities 

David Hess (716) 686-5088 

Director of Transportation 

Kari Turner (716) 686-5140 

Lunch Manager 

Barb Albi (716) 686-5009 

School Building Administrators 

 High School: Jay Lupini (716) 686-5095 

 Middle School: Lynn Girdlestone (716) 686-5050 

 Cayuga Heights Elementary: Michelle Kudla (716) 686-5006 

School Nurses 

 High School: Meghan Kutas (716) 686-5087 

 Middle School: Lynne Martin (716) 686-5042 

 Cayuga Heights Elementary: Nancy Fayad (716) 686-5007 and  

         Julie Smith (716) 686-5008 

 

 

 


