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As the new year begins, we often talk 
about the successes or failures of the 
past year and the hopes and aspira-
tions for the new year. Many people 
will set “resolutions” for what they 
hope to accomplish. According to 
research by “Statistic Brain,” 41% of 
American make such resolutions but 
only 8% of New Year’s resolutions 
are actually achieved. 
As a District, we do not make resolu-
tions of this type. However, we 
certainly head into each school with 
goals. These goals often include a 
variety of items such as measurement 
of student achievement, the provid-
ing of professional development or 
maintenance projects. Over the past 
several months, we have been en-
gaged in a detailed facilities study to 
evaluate our short-term and long-
term needs. The evaluation covered 
nearly every aspect of our facilities 
(roofing, windows, heating, plumb-
ing, electric, learning spaces, etc). 
We have posted a summary of the 
study on our website (http://www.
hillsboro.k12.wi.us/2017-district-
facilities-study.cfm). Feel free to look 
it over and let us know if you have 
any questions about what you read. 
In addition to the study, we asked 
for volunteers to serve on a “Citizens 
Advisory Committee”. The task of 
the committee was to review the 
results of the study and help the 
district by: 
• Identifying and evaluating in-
frastructure, building system, and 
educational needs.
• Promoting collaboration among 

students, staff, parents, and com-
munity.
• Learning about and discussing 
operational needs identified by the 
School Board.
• Serving as information providers 
and key communicators to the com-
munity throughout the process.
• Exploring potential options/
renovations/upgrades that support 
safe, accessible, innovative learning 
environments and accommodate 
evolving technology in our district’s 
PreK–12 facilities.
• Recommending a solution that is 
cost-effective, energy-efficient, adapt-
able and able to serve residents and 
future students for decades to come.
The next step in this process is to 
provide an opportunity for com-
munity input. In March, we will 
be sending out a survey to help the 
Board understand the preferences of 
the taxpayers as we move forward. 
We look forward to analyzing the 
results of this upcoming survey and 
using the information to help us 
determine the best course of action. 
- Curt Bisarek | Hillsbro School 
District Superintendent

Other News
April 3, 2018 Spring School Board 
election
The School District of Hillsboro will 
have 3 school board positions on 
the ballot. Appearing on the ballot 
will be incumbents Jason Oetzman, 
Denise Huntley and Jenni Schrock.

On Feb. 19, the District will host 

Solution Tree author and speaker 
Ken Williams as part of our staff 
inservice date. Kenneth C. Williams 
is a former teacher, assistant prin-
cipal, and principal. He shares his 
experience and expertise as a recog-
nized trainer, speaker, coach, and 
consultant in education and leader-
ship. Kenneth is the chief visionary 
officer of Unfold the Soul, LLC, 
a company dedicated to inspiring 
individuals and teams to perform at 
the highest level. Skilled in devel-
oping productive, student-focused 
learning environments, Kenneth is 
former principal of The Learning 
Academy at E. J. Swint in Jonesboro, 
Georgia, and Damascus Elementary 
School in Damascus, Maryland. His 
firsthand experience with transform-
ing challenged schools translates into 
action-oriented presentations that 
inspire hope, create a clear vision, 
and offer practical strategies to those 
overwhelmed by challenges.
His leadership was crucial to creat-
ing a successful professional learning 
community (PLC) at Damascus, 
a challenged school that needed a 
new direction. The results of his 
efforts can be seen across all grade 
levels. Over a two-year period, the 
school’s state standardized test scores 
revealed a significant increase in the 
percentage of students performing at 
proficient and advanced levels. The 
process of building a PLC at E. J. 
Swint continues thanks to Kenneth’s 
work in laying a solid foundation in 
this underserved community.



Sophomores Write 693,445 
Words in a Single Month
By: Anna Madden | Middle/High 
School Reading & ELA Teacher

An additional 30 Hillsboro High 
School students can now call them-
selves novelists after participating in 
NaNoWriMo in November. 
NaNoWriMo or National Novel 
Writing Month is a fun, chaotic 
writing event, where the challenge 
is to complete an entire rough draft 
of a novel in just 30 days.  For one 
month, students lock away their in-
ner editor, let their imagination take 
over, and just create.  
Sophomores in English 10 col-
lectively wrote novels totaling an 
astounding 693,445 words.  That’s 
almost three quarters of a million 
words with an average of 23,115 
words per student.  To put that into 
perspective, 20,000 words is roughly 
40 pages double spaced.  
Each year, 400,000 people par-
ticipate in NaNoWriMo, including 
100,000 young writers through the 
Young Writers Program (YWP).  It 
starts November 1 and ends Novem-
ber 30 at 11:59pm.  Students set 
their own word-count goal of 30,000 
(YWP), 50,000 (adult program), 
10,000 (minimum), or a number in 
between.
In addition to meeting multiple 
Wisconsin state standards for Eng-
lish, this project-based learning unit 
also helps students build 21st cen-
tury skills, such as goal setting and 
fluency. Writing so much in so little 
time boosts proficiency in grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  It tackles 
the difficulties students often face 
when writing, for instance, getting 
started (staring at a blank page), get-
ting their thoughts down on paper, 
and trouble thinking of the right 
words to use.
NaNoWriMo helps students ap-

proach future writing assignments 
with ease and confidence.  Five page 
paper?  No problem.  When creating 
so much text in such a short period 
of time, students realize just how 
much they can accomplish when 
they put their minds to it.  It also 
helps students with time manage-
ment. The project teaches how to 
tackle a huge assignment by breaking 
it down into manageable bites.
Most importantly of all, NaNoW-
riMo allows students to be creative.  
Creating characters, situations, dia-
logue, and even whole planets from 
scratch enables students to think 
about possibilities, but it also teaches 
them how to apply their ideas to 
complete a project.
Throughout October and Novem-
ber, students learn new elements of 
novel/fiction writing during each 
class period.  We focus on drafting, 
outlining, character, conflict, setting, 
plot, beginnings, dialogue, detail, 
paragraphs, and varying sentence 
structure.  In December, sophomores 
spend two weeks editing and revising 
an excerpt from their novel until it 
shines.  
All of the sophomores are winners 
for even attempting this colossal, 
month-long project, but 13 students, 
over 40% of the sophomore class, 
went above and beyond to reach 
their word-count goals.  I would like 
to recognize their achievement.  Sa-
vannah Urban wrote 25,000 words.  
McKenzie Bell, Noah Feala, Aaron 
Frederick, Cade Jensen, Sierra John-
son, Jared Onsager, Grace Stockwell, 
Molly Crandall, Hannah Munson, 
Abby Nemec, and Trent Thorson 
each wrote 30,000 words.  Mia 
Brown wrote an amazing 55,000 
words. Congratulations sophomores!  
If you have a sophomore, please 
ask them to share their novels with 
you.  Chances are you will be just 
as amazed by what your student has 

created as I was when I first read his 
or her work.  

A Note From the School 
Nurse.

Emily Oium | Hillsboro School Nurse
It is that time of year and the cold 
and flu season is upon us. There are 
many illnesses going around
including the common cold, strep 
throat, gastrointestinal illnesses and 
influenza. Following is some
general information to review when 



determining if your child should go 
to school or stay home and rest.
Please make sure your child is feeling 
well before sending them to school. 
Do not send your child to
school if they are running a fever of 
100.0F or higher. Your child should 
be fever free for 24 hours
(without the use of fever reducing 
medications such as Tylenol/acet-
aminophen or Motrin/ibuprofen)
before returning to school. If your 
child is experiencing nausea, vomit-
ing or diarrhea through the night,
please do not send them to school 
the following day. They should be 
kept home and allowed to rest for
24 hours. Also please note, if your 
child has episodes of vomiting or 
diarrhea at school, a parent or
guardian will be contacted to pick 
them up for the day. If your child is 
put on antibiotics by their health
care provider for a contagious illness 
such as strep throat or pink eye, 
please do not send your child back
to school until they have been on an-
tibiotic therapy for at least 24 hours. 
If you send cough drops or
any other over the counter medica-
tions to school, you must fill out a 
medication form. Medication
forms can be obtained from the 
school office or found on the school’s 
website under the Nurse’s Page.
It is also that time of year when our 
youngsters are coming to school 
wearing hats and scarves. We
would like to take the preventative 
approach to help prevent the com-
mon occurrence of head lice.
What are head lice? Head lice are 
tiny insects that live on people’s scalp 
and hair. They hatch from small
eggs (nits) which are firmly attached 
to the hair shaft near the scalp. They 
look like a grain of sand. Nits
can be found most commonly on the 
hair behind the ears and at the nape 
of the neck. An adult louse is

about the size of a sesame seed and 
can live for 20-30 days. They climb 
quickly along the hair shaft but
cannot jump or fly. Lice are com-
monly spread through close head to 
head contact. They can also spread
during sleep overs or from sharing 
hair pieces, sweatshirts, and hats. 
Please check your child on a
regular basis for lice or nits. If you 
suspect your child has head lice, you 
can consult the school nurse or
your health care provider for further 
instructions on treatment. Your child 
and home will need to be
treated before returning to school. 
Talk to your child about precaution-
ary measures to avoid head lice.
These include avoiding close head to 
head contact with other students and 
not sharing hats, scarves,
clothing or hair pieces. If a staff 
member suspects a child may have 
lice, the school nurse will inspect the
child and notify the parent/guardian 
if they are found to have lice or nits. 
A head lice checklist form will
be sent home with your child and 
will need to be completed prior to 
return to school.
If you have any health related con-
cerns about your child, please feel 
free to contact me. Stay well!

Bike Shop
By: Mr. Johnson | 4th Grade 

Teacher

The wind blowing through your 
hair, dive-bombing the biggest hill in 
town, and that feeling the first time 
mom let you ride around the block 
by yourself.  The bicycle.  Freedom 
on two wheels. 
The bicycle is a transformative part 
of many people’s lives, especially 
children, and provides transporta-
tion, exercise, and recreation for 
people across the world.  Hillsboro 
Bike Shop’s goal is to provide bi-

cycles to people in Hillsboro and 
beyond to enjoy.  
Hillsboro Bike Shop is an after-
school Bike Repair program for 
fourth and fifth grade students.  
During Bike Shop, students are able 
to repair a bike from home, repair a 
donated bike and keep it, or repair 
a bike and donate it to a person of 
need.  Bike Shop began in Hillsboro 
in the Spring of 2017. It takes place 
on Monday afternoons from 3:30 
to 5:00 pm during the months of 
September, October, April, and May 
at the Hillsboro Elementary garage.  
Along with providing bikes for 
people in need, Hillsboro Bike Shop 
provides elementary students with 
the opportunity to: learn mechanical 
skills, develop problem-solving skills, 
build confidence and self-worth, and 
most importantly work towards a 
greater good.  
Bike Shop is modeled after a simi-
lar program in Reedsburg that was 
created by Gary Williams.  Gary’s 
program has donated thousands of 
bicycles to people in need all over 
the country and even to the Do-
minican Republic.  I am humbled 
to have a mentor like Gary, and I 
look forward to working with him 
on distributing refurbished bikes to 
people of need.  
Last Spring, Hillsboro Bike Shop re-
ceived a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Southern Wisconsin’s 
Excellence in Education Fund.  This 
grant has been instrumental in the 
evolution of the Bike Shop program.  
It has allowed for the purchase of 
necessary tools and supplies to start 
the program.  
Bike Shop has also relied and will 
continue to rely on the generosity of 
community members to be success-
ful.  Bike Shop is looking for old or 
unused bicycles in any condition and 
basic hand tools (wrenches, pliers, 
screwdrivers etc.) for our program.  



If you have any questions about the 
program or would like to make a do-
nation, please contact Greg Johnson 
at greg.johnson@hillsboroschools.
org or 489-1638.

Bailey - Therapy Dog
By: Jamie Gates

Bailey came into the lives of the stu-
dents and staff at Hillsboro Middle/
High School in November 2017. 
Bailey is an 8th month old Golden-
doodle and the District’s 
Therapy Dog. 
She began a five week Beginner 
Dog training class on November 
18, 2017. She “graduated” from her 
training on December 23, 2017. She 
worked on basic commands, work-
ing with other animals, and follow-
ing her handler’s commands. Bailey’s 
next training will be in the spring of 
2018. Her goal is to become certified 
through the American Kennel 
Club (AKC). 
Bailey goes to school every day. Her 
“home” is in Mrs. Gates’ room. She 
lays by the students while they work 
or are having class time. Bailey also 

visits other classrooms throughout 
the day. 

Kindergarten Holiday 
Visit

On Friday, December 15, the 
Hillsboro Elementary Kindergarten 
performed at Milestone. They shared 
their Christmas Program songs and 
some much appreciated hugs, smiles 
and well wishes. It was a very touch-
ing moment for all involved!
 

Books With Bubba
Local Lit has been going well and 
stusdents love having Bubba visit 
the classroom. Mrs. Karaska’s class 
pictured below with Bubba! 

Marketing Trade Show 
Project

By Mrs. Gibbons

As one of the Marketing courses’ 
capstone projects, the students par-
ticipated in a Trade Show Project in 
which they chose a product, created 
promotional materials, made prod-
uct samples and then established 
connections with potential clients 
(teachers and students) in a Trade 
Show where they  promoted their 
products.  Our Trade Show attend-
ees were able to try a fun variety of 
products; Oreo Fluff, Dab Sauce, 
Cookies and Crème` Ice Cream 
Sandwiches, Thief & Legend S’more 
Pizza and Snack Company Blueberry 
Muffins.  Afterwards, our attendees 
provided helpful feedback by filling 
out a product survey.

Students Participate in 
World-Wide

Computer Science Event
By Mrs. Gibbons

In December, students in Mrs. 
Gibbons’ Statistics, Accounting I & 
Accounting II and Marketing classes 
participated in an Hour of Code 
event during Computer Science 
Education Week, Dec 4-10. Through 



Art Room Update!
By: Ellen Scharfenberg | 
Elementary Art Teacher

First Semester of art at the elemen-
tary school has been awesome! 
Students have been able to take 
home one project almost every week 
(that’s a lot of art)) If you do not 
already keep up with the Art Room 
Instagram page please follow us at 
ms._scharfenberg to see what we 
are up to. One of the projects the 
second graders worked on during the 
Holidays was some painted paper 
poinsettias that got featured on a 
very well know art teacher/ curricu-
lum writers page and she said that 
our student’s art is “stunning”! 
This winter Hillsboro Elementary 
also received the KBW Art Educa-
tional Foundation grant for $250 to 
fund a glass project. Thank you to 
the KBW Art Educational Founda-
tion and Denny Berkery for this 
awesome opportunity. 
We have some very talented students 
here at Hillsboro Elementary and 5 
of them will have art work chosen to 
be sent to the Southwestern Wiscon-
sin regional art show. Those students 
are: Halle Hora (2nd grade), Olivia 
McCauley (2nd grade), Lila Bald-
win (3rd grade), Lauryn Hooks (4th 
grade) and Carmen Erickson (5th 
grade). These ladies wil have their 
work displayed in Madison at our 
reginal show as well as at the Capital 
for our Wisconsin statewide Youth 
Art Month event in March. If you 
would like to support our students 
at the regional show information for 
the reception is below. 

South Western Wisconsin Youth Art 
Month Regional Show Reception:
Sunday, February 18th  
12:00 - 3:00 pm
at Commonwealth Gallery,
Madison, WI

Commonwealth Gallery,
100 S. Baldwin St. 
Madison, WI 53703

a wide variety of engaging program-
ming activities, all of the students 
successfully produced algorithms and 
designed applications.  The classes 
competed to see which class could 
write the most lines of programming 
code.  The Statistics class won with 
a total of 3015 lines of code.  All 
together, Hillsboro students wrote 
6997 lines of code and were part of 
the 501,215,286 students world-
wide who participated in this com-
puter science event.  
Computer science is a fundamental 
discipline in today’s world, learning 
the basics will help students in virtu-
ally any career—from architecture 
to zoology. Just as we teach students 
how to dissect a frog, or how elec-
tricity works, it’s important for every 
21st century student to learn how 
to design apps and algorithms and 
understand how the Internet works.  
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1St Quarter: 43 days
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June 2019
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No School Dates
Teacher Inservice Dates

1st Day of School: Sept. 4, 2018
Last Day of School: June 4, 2019 

June 5, 6, 7 are possible make-up dates.
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Questions Contact Us At:
Hillsboro Elementary School 608-489-2224

Hillsboro Middle School 
608-489-2221

Hillsboro High School 
608-489-2221

Website www.hillsboro.k12.wi.us
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