
Rockdale School District 84

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
715 Meadow Avenue Rockdale, Illinois, Monday, December 19, 2022.

Closed Session Meeting in the Media Center at 5:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting in the Media Center at 6:00 p.m.

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Call to Order Regular Meeting:
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of Rockdale School District 84 was held on Monday,
December 19, 2022 beginning at 5:33PM.

Members Present Members Absent Also Present

Angela Stadler
Steve Chamblee - Arrived: 7:33P
Ahmed Aich-Sandino - Departed 6:02P
Geralyn Wyke
Jolene Chamblee - Arrived: 7:35P
Nick Macholz - Arrived at 5:45P
Gerry Phillips Arriv

ed at 5:48 P

Angela Stadler
Steve Chamblee - Arrived: 6:48P
Ahmed Aich-Sandino - Arrived 6:10P
Geralyn Wyke-
Jolene Chamblee - Arrived: 6:28P
Departed at 6:50P
Nick Macholz
PGerry Phillips
v

Dr. Michael Merritt
Jeff Peterson
Irene Las

Approximately 26 Guests



Board President Angie Stadler called to order the regular open session at 5:33PM.
Roll Call was taken and a quorum was established.

Pledge of Allegiance:
Mrs. Stadler asked all present to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Adopt Agenda:
Member Wyke made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented.
Member S. Chamblee seconded the motion.

The motion was carried with all members voting 'aye'.
Mr. Macholz was absent for the vote.

Closed Session: N/A

Board President Ms. Angela Stadler called the closed meeting to order at 5:34 PM.

Motion to go into closed session at 5:34PM was made by Mrs. Wyke and seconded by
Mr. Aich to discuss the following:

2.01 The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the District, including meetings held for the
purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5).

2.02 The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific
employees. ILCS 120/2(c)(1), amended by P.A. 101-459.

2.03 Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives,
or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.
5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2).

The motion carried with all of the members voting ‘aye’.
Mr. Macholz was absent for the vote.

.
Motion to return from closed session was made at 6:03PM by  Mr. Chamblee and
seconded by Mr. Macholz.
The motion carried with all of the members voting ‘aye’.



Report on Closed Session:

Mrs. Stadler advised that items mentioned per the agenda were addressed during the closed session.

Receive and Welcome Visitors:

Staff: S. Mooney,  A. Walls, E. Ortiz, N. Holt, G. Lopez, C Puckett
Students: Approximately 10 Students Attended
Parents: Approximately 8  Parents Attended
Guests: Veregy, Inc. - Michele James - Brendan Kinzler

Recognitions:
4.01 Rockdale Rockstars

Mr. Peterson shared with the board and parents the process of how the students are each
chosen.  He then called each student up individual shared the letter from their teacher that
explained why they were chosen.

4.02 Amy Walls - Book Fair
The Superintendent shared how proud of Amy Walls our Media Center Specialist he was for her
work in partnering with Scholastic and facilitating this year’s Fall Book Fair.  This was the first
Book Fair Amy has facilitated since taking over as our Media Center Coordinator, as we have
not been able to host a book Fair due to COVID he shared.  The Book Fair was held Monday,
Nov. 21 through Wednesday, Nov. 30.  Classes could come to the library for a review on the
21st and teachers were able to create a wishlist for their classes.  Parents were welcome to
stop in the Book Fair during Parent Conferences on both the 21st and 22nd.  Book orders were
also made available to families through an online link.  Due to Ms. Wall’s efforts, we reached a
sales total of $1,794.37, which gave us a profit of $717.75 in Scholastic Dollars.  The profit will
be used to purchase books for classrooms and the library.

4.03 Erika Ortiz-Wassenaar - LPAC Events
Dr. Merritt also advised that he was very grateful for the efforts of Erika Ortiz-Wassenaar our
Bilingual / EL Teacher as she has been phenomenal in planning and facilitating all of our
Language Parent Advisory Council (also known as LPAC) meetings and events since the start
of the year.  Most recently she facilitated the LPAC Holiday Event on Friday, Dec. 9, which
brought in almost 100 guests.  Kids were able to enjoy a pinata activity, everyone participated in
singing a traditional gathering song, and the food was plentiful.  Big kudos to Nicole Holt and
Graciela Lopez for their work in supporting Erika with facilitating the event.

Public Comment: (See Board Policy 2:230)

5.01 Veregy, Inc. - Michele James - Brendan Kinzler

Dr. Merritt introduced Michele James from Veregy, Inc. along with Brendan Kinzler were
present to provide an update of the planning for the building renovation set to take
place this coming summer.  The Board engaged in productive discussion regarding the



plans for the courtyard and surrounding areas including the conference room and staff
lounge. The Board supported the ideas of the Superintendent's Advisory Council which
include converting the courtyard into a hybrid staff workroom/staff lounge; converting
the current conference room into an educational space/classroom (not large enough for
a full size classroom, more so a small groups instructional area); converting the current
staff lounge and tech/server room into an exclusive conference room; renovating the
current staff washroom/storage area into an ADA-compliant larger washroom with
access from the new staff workroom; converting the current staff kitchen area into a
tech/server area and an office space.  The exterior drainage improvements on the
north/back side of the building continue to be a main part of this summer's project,
along with building-wide plumbing renovations.

Consent Agenda:

Member Wyke made a motion to accept the consent agenda as presented
Member Phillips seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

6.01 Approval of Regular and Closed Meeting Minutes for November 16, 2022, Facilities Committee
Meeting on December 6, 2022.

6.02 Approval of Financial Report: Treasurer’s Report, List of Bills, Check Registry by Type, Funds
Balance, and Imprest Account.

Superintendent Report:

Member S. Chamblee made a motion to approve the Superintendent’s Report as presented.

Member Wyke seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Dr. Merritt shared with the board the following information:

7.01 Facilities Update
The Facilities Committee met on Tuesday, Dec. 6th shared Dr. Merritt.    We appreciated the
Veregy team being with us to present and talk through some of the details of the
plumbing/storm sewer and courtyard renovation he continued.  We then discussed feedback
received from the Supt Advisory Council relative to the courtyard and their suggestions for
effective use of the space.  Veregy suggested that if we were going to do renovations on the



courtyard, it would be most efficient to complete any renovations to that area of the building
including the current conference room and staff lounge. The recommendation from Advisory
group included the current courtyard becoming a hybrid staff workroom and staff lounge with
flexible arrangement; the current conference room becoming a small classroom (where we gain
instructional space); the current staff eating area becoming an exclusive conference room; the
current kitchen area becoming a tech equipment and office setting; and the current
bathroom/storage area becoming an ADA compliant staff washroom.  The Facilities Committee
decided to guide Veregy to move forward in planning that room as a flexible space.  A space
that would include plumbing for a water source which would allow for that to be a preschool,
STEAM room, or flexible staff workroom/lounge.  However, for cabinetry and furniture selection,
we will need to decide the use of the space for next year as Verergy completes their planning
and logistical phase in preparation for a contract to be presented to us in January.

Board President Stadler opened it up to discussion for the board to get an idea of the direction
that the district should take.  They were in support of the proposed changes to the courtyard
area as indicated above.

Superintendent Merritt also advised that In their board packet, the board would see the Veregy
Standard Contract Terms and Conditions for their approval.  These terms and conditions have
been reviewed by the attorneys he shared .  However, the attorney did have some suggestions,
including adjusting the language of the indemnification clauses to include mutual
indemnification that provide the district with additional protection.  Verergy has agreed to make
those adjustments, which are reflected in the updated copy that you have in your supplemental
materials.  I am recommending that the Board approve the updated terms and conditions

contract.

Board Member Steve Chamblee did have concern with some of the wording of the
contract specifically regarding Hazardous Materials found on the last sentence of page 222.
Veregy advised that they would look into it .  Any kind of disposal like that is accounted for
when they put together their pricings and should not be passed.  Veregy plans to review and
look into it.

Mr. Chamblee also wanted to know if there was any information the board  wanted to share
about a parking lot.  Beth Kelch in support of the changes to the courtyard.  She also suggested
that maybe we should consider a parking lot.  The facilities committee and Veregy felt that
there would not be enough parking available for the area.  If we are able to purchase the
Shep’s property could change.  The south side of the alley by Jewett would be the best place
for the parking lot and it did not sound like it would be terribly expensive to add it.  This would
leave the blacktop around the school for recess.

7.02 2022 Tax Levy
There were some changes to the FY22 Tax Levy since the original draft presentation was
provided during the November Board of Education meeting the superintendent advised.  After
presenting the levy to the staff and the Board, Dr. Merritt spoke with Brit Hitchins, Assistant
Chief Deputy/Tax Extension Supervisor at Will County Clerk, to ensure his anticipated figures
for the tax levy aligned to Rockdale.  Our final numbers were pretty close, the superintendent
shared.  There has been a correction to the total EAV we are levying against.  The original total
EAV was $97,318,950.  Mr. Hitchins clarified that figure was the total EAV without the removal



of the TIF and homestead exemptions.  So our new total adjusted EAV is 87,963,411, which is
slightly above a 1% increase from last year's EAV, not 11% as originally interpreted.  When
using the PTELL formula as described during the November Draft Levy presentation, the
amount of dollars requested to be extended have not changed. But, because the total EAV we
are levying against has decreased, this impacts the tax rate, which has now increased to 2.358.
Therefore, as we remain under the 5% request in comparison to last year's total extension,
property owners will realize a tax rate of 2.3540 (2.4677 with bonds), which is an increase of
.0870 compared to last year's actual tax rate (2.3807).  Again, the amount we are requesting
continues to be $2,070,835, which is reflected in the Tax Levy Certificate I submitted to the Will
County clerk's office this week advised the superintendent.

Other than the change to the EAV, the amount of dollars we are requesting has not changed,
nor has any specific amount in any of our funds.  Dr. Merritt recommended the Board approve
the 2022 Tax Levy as presented.

Should the Board approve the levy, he will submit the levy documents to the Will County Clerk
on Tuesday, Dec. 20.

7.03 IASB PRESS Issue 110 - Policy Updates
The superintendent shared the most recent PRESS Policy Issue 110.  The customized policies
for our district were released on Thursday, Nov. 10.  He shared that he spoke directly with
Justin Petrarca about these updates and asked for any specific legal clarification we should be
mindful of when approving these updates.  Mr. Petrarca indicated a majority of these updates
were pretty standard.  He did draw attention, as did the facilitators of the IASB webinar, to
Policy 4:140 Waiver of Student Fees.  When reading that policy, you will notice the change of
language to include fines for the loss or damage of property.  Essentially, what the change
indicates is that any learner who is eligible for a free fee waiver through the state’s direct
certification program or is identified as homeless under the McKinney Vento law, those learners
cannot be fined for any lost or damaged school property, including district-provided electronic
devices.  There are two policies that require answers (5:250, Leaves of Absence and 7:285,
Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, and Management Program (Rewritten)); the recommended
answers are provided for you on the top of those policies.  There are policies that require
revisions to include Dr. Merritt’s in place of Dr. Schrik’s name., including 2:265, Title IX Sexual
Harassment Grievance Procedure, 5:20, Workplace Harassment Prohibited, 7:180, Prevention
of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment.

Dr. Merritt advised that on the top of each of the policies, his recommendation has been
provided based on IASB and legal guidance.

7.04 Joliet Park District IGA
Correspondence from Justin Petrarca with his recommendations after reviewing the
Intergovernmental Lease Agreement (IGA) with the Joliet Park District regarding the Joliet Park
property that is located to the northeast of the building on our property advised the
Superintendent.  The reason he reached out for guidance with the language of the IGA stems
from a situation that occurred earlier in the fall during which a community member and their
toddler son were using the park equipment while our learners were in that area of the property
during an outdoor recess.  The question was raised by a staff member as to whether the
a community member was supposed to be on the property during school hours.  Shortly after
the staff member raised the question, we received a call from the Joliet Park District indicating

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=315394
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=315470
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=922773
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=922773
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=315366
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=315457
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=rockdale_84&s=315457


they received a call from a community member.  It was discussed the fact that the IGA is very
vague. The Joliet Park Dist Rep described to Dr. Merritt what other Joliet schools do relative to
guests being on the property. He then described what he has practiced in the past. The
Superintendent wanted to gather further information from each of our board members
regarding what they recall relative to the specific details.  When reviewing the suggested
options provided by the attorney, which include creating a statement that the use of the park
district is available only after school hours, on weekends or during breaks in the school
calendar (holidays, spring/summer break, etc.); or Park District use is prohibited during school
hours/days; or Park District use during school times/days requires prior written approval by the
Superintendent.  We need to decide the direction we feel most comfortable to ensure the safety
of our learners and staff while still being partners with our community members.

The board supported Dr. Merritt working with the park district to amend the IAG to include that
the park property would be closed to outside visitors during school hours.

7.05 Staff/Board Holiday Gathering
Total of 39 people attended the gathering, shared Superintendent Merritt.

Principal’s Report:

Member S. Chamblee made a motion to approve the Principal’s Report as presented.
Member Macholz seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Mr. Peterson shared the following information with the board:

Executive Summary

Agenda Point:
● Celebrations

○ Rockdale Rockstars
○ A special shoutout to Mrs. Ortiz for her organization and facilitation of the recent LPAC Holiday

party on Friday December 9th. It was a well attended event with 75 plus people in attendance.
There was singing, pinatas, and food to cap off the event.

○ A special thanks to Ms. Walls for facilitating a successful book fair from November
21-November 30th.

○ Happy holidays, Merry Christmas or however you celebrate to the Rockdale Board of
Education. Thanks for your commitment to the District and setting policies so our Rockdale
Rams can have a quality education.

● Hiring Memo-R. Kelsey
○ Recommendation to hire Ms. Randi Kelsey as full time, permanent Special Education

Teacher at Rockdale School.



○ https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_JivI89aP5Sdq19EYJ8IpJ9NUT2_Lg1n_IfxRiU
MJw/preview

● Extra curricular update
○ Boys basketball is in the trenches of 5 games in the past 10 school days.
○ Girls Volleyball started on December 6 under the coaching leadership of Mrs. Shear and Mr.

Mooney.
○ Potential donation of a batting cage for CB Diamond field by Mayor and Mrs. Wyke. Will revisit

in the early spring so it is set up by the end of the school year.
○ Student Council, led by Mrs. Vallera and Mr. Domenico, had their first meeting on Friday,

November 11th. They are looking to plan a dance for January 20th.
■ 2 student representatives for Grades 5, 6, and 7, and 4 student representatives for

Grade 8, plus 4 Leadership positions (Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, President).
○ National Junior Honor Society, under the sponsorship of Ms. Kirk, is slated to officially kick off

with a ceremony in the early 2nd semester when students and staff return from winter break.

Upcoming Events/Meetings
○ December 14-K-2nd Grade Musical, 2 pm and 6:30 pm
○ December 15-Elementary Team Meeting, 8 am in Library
○ December 15-3rd-5th Grade Musical, 2 pm and 6:30 pm
○ December 16-Math PD with Mrs. Beasley
○ December 16-No Shave November and Door Decorating Contest assembly
○ December 16-Rockdale Staff Holiday Party at Heroes
○ December 20-SIP Day, 12:30 pm student dismissal
○ December 20-Postcards due to main office
○ December 20-12:45 Winter Break begins
○ December 20-MS PBIS 2nd Quarter PRIDE celebration
○ January 4, 2023-Teacher Institute, full day, 8:30-3:30 pm
○ January 5-School resumes with students, full day
○ January 5 and 6-PBIS Expectations reboot
○ January 6-Elementary PBIS 2nd Quarter PRIDE celebration
○ January 9-20-Winter iReady diagnostic window
○ January 11-February 28-ACCESS testing window (schedule is being developed)

Closed Session: N/A

Motion to go into closed session at 8:08PM was made by Mr. S. Chamblee and seconded by

Mr. Macholz to discuss the following:

2.01 The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the District, including meetings held for the
purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_JivI89aP5Sdq19EYJ8IpJ9NUT2_Lg1n_IfxRiUMJw/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_JivI89aP5Sdq19EYJ8IpJ9NUT2_Lg1n_IfxRiUMJw/preview


2.02 The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific
employees. ILCS 120/2(c)(1), amended by P.A. 101-459.

2.03 Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives,
or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.
5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2).

The motion carried with all of the members voting ‘aye’.

.
Motion to return from closed session was made at 8:44PM by  Mrs. J. Chamblee and
seconded by Mr. Macholz.
The motion carried with all of the members voting ‘aye’.

Report on Closed Session:

Mrs. Stadler advised that items mentioned per the agenda were addressed during the closed session.

President Angie Stadler called the closed meeting to order at 7:32P
Board Discussion Items: N/A

Board/Action Items:

Action item: Motion to approve the FY 2022 Tax Levy

Member S. Chamblee made a Motion to approve the FY 2022 Tax Levy

Member Phillips seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Comments:

Action item: Motion to approve Veregy Standard Contract Terms and Conditions

Member Macholz made a Motion to approve Veregy Standard Contract Terms and Conditions

Member Aich seconded the motion.



The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Comments:

Action item: Motion to approve the PRESS Policy Issue 108, should be listed as 110, for a first reading

Member S. Chamblee made a Motion to approve the PRESS Policy Issue 108, should be listed as 110,
for a first reading

Member Macholz seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Comments:

Action item: Motion to approve Ms. Randi Kelsey as Special Education Teacher 2022-2023, Step 2 of the
FY23 Salary Schedule (prorated for remainder of 2022-23 school year per CBA)

Member S. Chamblee made a Motion to approve Ms. Randi Kelsey as Special Education Teacher
2022-2023, Step 2 of the FY23 Salary Schedule (prorated for remainder of 2022-23 school year per
CBA)

Member Macholz seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with all members voting ‘aye’.

Comments:

Board Comments:

Board Member Aich: N/A
Merry Christmas, enjoy the holiday

Board Member J. Chamblee:

Board Vice President S. Chamblee: N/A
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Thank you for the great service
Sorry for your losses Dr. Merritt
Thank you to all the board members for a a great calendar year



Board Member Macholz:

Board Member Phillips:

Board Treasurer Wyke:
Stay safe
Happy Holidays
Take a break

Board President Stadler:
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Stay Healthy

Dr. Merritt:

 Adjournment:

Member J. Chamblee made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Member Aich seconded the motion.
The motion was carried on a voice vote.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50PM

_________________________
Angela Stadler
President, Board of Education

__________________________
Ahmed  Aich-Sandino
Secretary, Board of Education

Next Board Meeting:

5:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 18, 2022, Media Center




