
1 

 

Inside this  issue: 

“I’ve learned a lot this year...I learned that 
things don’t always turn out the way you 
planned, or the way you think they should. 
And I ‘ve learned that there are things that 
go wrong that don’t always get fixed or get 
put back together the way they were be-
fore. I ‘ve learned that some broken things 
stay broken, and I’ve learned that you can 
get through bad times and keep looking for 
better ones, as long as you have people 
who love you.” – Jennifer Weiner 
 
What a year it has been! I am not sure 
where we thought we would be at this 
time, but we made it! It has been a chal-
lenging year for many: families, business-
es, schools, students, staff, and the list 
could go on. However, here we are, June of 
2021. It is also a year where we have 
learned a ton on many fronts. Now, we 
have to use the challenges that were pro-
vided to us and apply what we have 
learned to the next steps. Make no mistake, 
we will continue to be challenged. Whatev-
er we learn or earn going forward will not 
be easy.  
 
THANK-YOU DEBBIE LESTER 
Mrs. Lester has served on the Board of 
Trustees since 2012 and serving as Board 
Chair since 2015. Many changes have 
taken place under the direction and guid-
ance of Debbie Lester. Her calm yet direct 
demeanor set the tone and tenor for the 
school district. She was involved in a vari-
ety of committees: Policy, Insurance, Ne-
gotiation/Labor Relations, and Academic 
Achievement among others throughout her 
tenure. She actively engaged with the dis-
trict and worked hard for the students, 
staff, and community of Frenchtown. Her 
children graduated from Frenchtown and is 
a part of the fabric of Frenchtown. Her 
willingness to serve and time commitment 
will certainly be missed. Thanks to Debbie 
Lester once again!  

THANK-YOU JOHN HOGLAND 
Mr. Hogland filled in for a seat that be-
came vacated last spring. He was actively 
engaged and involved by being on several 
committees: Policy, School Improve-
ment/Goals Committee, Ad Hoc Commit-
tee (IT), Curriculum/Professional Develop-
ment and Academic Achievement. John 
brought a wealth of knowledge to the dis-
trict in the area of technology and imple-
mentation. Thanks to John and his service 
to the students, staff, and community of 
Frenchtown! 
 
DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE POLICY - 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING AC-
CEPTED! 
FTSD #40 is currently accepting applica-
tions for out of district student’s attendance 
during the 2021-2022 school year.  How-
ever, there are specific rules about the ac-
ceptance of nonresident students.  The first 
one is that an application must be filled out 
(which includes a request for student rec-
ords).  Next, there is also an Office of Pub-
lic Instruction form (called the FP-14) to 
be filled out.  Lastly, except as otherwise 
provided by law, admission to the District 
as a nonresident student would be a privi-
lege.  The Board, recognizing that an edu-
cational requirement of its resident stu-
dents includes the need for an orderly edu-
cational process and environment estab-
lished the criteria for the discretionary 
admission of nonresident students: 
Admission is limited by the space available 
for individual students at each grade level.  
The building principals recommended 
these numbers, which would best utilize 
current staff.  The number of out of district 
students FTSD will accept at each grade 
level for 2021-2022: 
K-3 Grades – availability is limited.  De-
terminations will be made in August.  
Intermediate (Grades 4-5) There is 

availability, but on a limited basis depend-
ing on growth. Determinations will be 
made in August.  
Middle School - The district will periodi-
cally review class numbers and determine 
if spots are open.  The 6th and 8th are on a 
waiting list and the 7th grade is open for 
now for 2021-2022 
Frenchtown High School – availability is 
limited and determinations will be made in 
August. 
If you have any questions or want an appli-
cation for discretionary nonresident student 
attendance at FTSD, please contact one of 
the following building principals or the 
district superintendent. 

District Superintendent - Les Meyer at 626
-2600 
High School Principal – Jake Haynes at 
626-2670 
Middle School Principal – Aaron Griffin at 
626-2650 
Intermediate School Principal – Riley 
Devins at 626-2622 
Elementary School Principal – Jodi Hall at 
626-2620 
Admitting nonresident students has been a 
win-win situation financially for both the 
school district and the district taxpayers.  
The admission of the students created addi-
tional revenue for the district through in-
creased ANB, while not increasing its ex-
penses.   
 
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR CALEN-
DAR 
The 2021-2022 School Calendar starts 
school on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 
and the last day of school would be on 
Thursday, June 2, 2022. The Christmas 
Break begins on Wednesday, December 
22, 2021 and are returning to school on 
Monday, January 3, 2022.  Thanksgiving 
and Spring Breaks are both 5 days 
(including the weekend). The 2022 French-
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town High School graduation is set for Sunday, May 29, 
2022 at 1:00 pm. 
 
See the 2021-2022 School Calendar included in this 
Newsletter. 
 
FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 
For first grade through the eighth grade the first day of 
school on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 will be a normal 
day of school.  But at the high school it will be an orienta-
tion day where only Freshman and students new to the 
district will be required to come to the first day of the 
2021-2022 school year on August 25th.  The schedule 
would be for an 8 period day (both A day and B day clas-
ses) as the Freshman and new students would go through 
their entire schedule for the day.  The day will include 
meetings that both parents and students can attend.  Look 
for more information and an orientation schedule in the 
August 2021 school newsletter. 
 
CHANGES FOR NEXT YEAR 
Saying hello and welcome is always fun and exciting; 
however, saying good bye can be hard. We have to say 
good-bye to several employees this spring who have been 
vital to the day to day operations of the school district. 
From certified teachers to food service personnel who have 
earned their right to retire we want to say thank you and 
best of luck on the next endeavor/adventure. From a per-
sonal standpoint, these retirees were so welcoming and 
accommodating by assisting in my transition to the French-
town School District and for that I will forever be in their 
debt.  

 
The building principals and secretaries will complete their 
year on Friday, June 18th. However, the district office staff 
and the superintendent work throughout the entire sum-
mer.  Our custodial and maintenance staff spends the sum-
mer refurbishing the buildings and getting them into shape 
for the next school year. 

 
THE K-12 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR 2021-
2022 
Jodi Hall - Elementary Principal 
Riley Devins - Intermediate Principal/Director of Academ-
ic Services 
Aaron Griffin – Middle School Principal  
Jake Haynes – FHS Principal 
Kipp Lewis – FHS Assistant Principal/Activities Director 
Jennifer Demmons – Special Services Coordinator 
Les Meyer – Superintendent 
We hope each of you have a nice summer where you are 
able to relax, get some projects, done, and be able to spend 
some quality time with family and friends. If not, then July 
4th will be here before we even realize it. Once July 4 th hits, 
then August seems be arrive two weeks earlier than it 
should! Then all of a sudden school hits and we are rolling 
once again!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-You Parents, 
Guardians and Friends of 
the Frenchtown School 
Community! The staff of 
Frenchtown High School 
would like to thank you for 
a great school year and your 
ongoing support! We recog-
nize that it is a team effort 
and we could not do it with-
out you! We hope you have 
a wonderful summer! 

Keiran Burns is The Class of 2021 Valedictorian. Abby 
Sherwood is the 2021 Salutatorian. We are very proud of 
their hard work and dedication!  

Kieran                           Abigail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC LETTERING: Students will be awarded 
an academic letter if they meet the following requirements: 

Maintain a cumulative semester GPA of 3.7 or greater for 
3 consecutive semesters 

Maintain good standing with regards to attendance and 
behavior. 

Once the academic letter has been awarded, students will 
receive a pin each time they maintain a cumulative semes-
ter GPA of 3.7 or greater for 2 consecutive semesters (A 
student could receive an academic letter after 1st semester 
of their sophomore year and potentially earn a pin after the 
first semester of their junior and senior year. 

Congratulations to the following students who will be 
receiving a letter/pin: 
Arreola-Sharp, Carmen 
Austin, Madison 
Boudreaux, Beau 
Cordova, Celina 
Cranney, Sage 
Crepeau, Ellie 
Cummins, Olivia  
Dana, Aila 
Dana, Jasmine 
Deuter, Savannah 
Dempsey, Sequoya 
Evans, Aden 
Guptill, Trinity 
Harris, Bella 
Harris, Brody 
Hartman, Makenna 
Hendrickson, Keaten 
Hughes, Derryck 
Jarrett, Bailey 
Kleinsmith, Matthew 
Klimpel, Kellen 
Leishman, Adam 
Lewis, Addyson 
Lindseth, Cassandra 
Lynn, Sybil  
Martin, Caden 
Michaud, Connor 
Nielson, Hallie 
Phillippi, Benjamin 
Rausch, Noah 
Stagg, willow 
Tofanellie, Noah 
White, Carter 
Zachariasen, Arianna 

     From the Desk of  

     Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 

Ashby, Juna 
Bagnell, Cassidy 
Beatty, Toni 
Botkin, Kayla 
Ellington, Evan 
Faulhaber, Abigale 
Faust, Cooper 
Garrard, Elena 
Habeck, Carlie 
Jarrett, Delaney 
Klette, Nicholas 
Lloyd, Emma 
Long, Chloe 
Peters, Liv 
McMillan, Emma 
Rankin, Mikelann 
Rehbein, Emily 
Rody, Sean 
Sailer, Elijah 
Sherwood, Shelby 
Sivak, Kiana 
Smith, Sadie 
Yocum, Madelyn 
Arthur, Tel 
Belcourt, Rylee 
Bintz, Grace 
Burns, Keiran 
Demmons, Lauren 
Eggers, Madelyn 
Moua, Tsheej 
Ockler, Lindsay 
Plakke, Kylie 
Pollock, Isobel 
Ray, Haley 
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Sherwood, Abigail 
Smith-Shope, Canyon 
Stark, Kyla 
Westrom, Cole 
Wilcox, Carson 

 

The following sophomores, due to 
their sustained academic excel-
lence, will be inducted into Na-
tional Honor Society for the 2021-
2022 school year: 

 

 

Olivia Cummins 
Makenna  Hartman 
Bailey Jarrett 
Matthew Kleinsmith 
Kellen Klimpel 
Adam Leishman 
Joshua Lucier 
Sybil Lynn 
Connor Michaud 
Beau Boudreaux 

 

Frenchtown’s Academic Team competed in the Aca-
demic Quiz Bowl Team of Extraordinary Trivia and 
Excellence at U of M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021-2022 SCHEDULES  
High School student class schedules for next year will be 
distributed to students May 24th. Students will be able to 
make changes to their schedule May 24th, 25th and 27th. 
Students may change their schedules ONLY if they are 
missing a required class, need to add a class based on ca-
reer or college choices, or if a student would like to 
add/change an honors class.  
Schedule changing appointments for students new to the 
district can be made with the counselors by calling the 
High School Office at 626-2670. Appointments will be 
scheduled for the week before school begins.  

TESTING  
Anyone wishing to take the ACT should visit act.org to 
check dates, prices and to register. The Class of 2023 will 
take the ACT for free in the spring of 2022. If you would 
like to take the SAT, please visit collegereadi-
ness.collegeboard.org.  
The first day of class at the high school next year, August 
25th, will be for new students and freshmen only. We will 
orient our new students to Frenchtown High School and 
make the day fun while hopefully relieving any anxiety. 
Student mentors will help inform new students about FHS 
expectations and tips for success. Students will go 
through their schedules, meet teachers and practice their 
locker combinations. We are really excited about the start 
of the new school year and building relationships with our 
new students. A letter will be sent home detailing this 
important day.  
SENIOR TRANSCRIPTS:  
Following graduation, Ms. Terzo will be sending senior 
transcripts for those who have requested them. Tran-
scripts are sent directly to the colleges. Students should 
request final transcripts through Parchment by June 10th. 
Transcript requests made after this date must be requested 
via email using bethterzo@ftbroncs.org. Requests must 
include the student name, university name, and email or 
address of the school. Transcript requests sent after June 
10th will not be processed until after August 16th.  
GRADUATION BOOK:  
The Class of 2021 graduation book will be available at 
graduation as well as on the school district website 
(ftsd.org).  
POST-SECONDARY PLANNING  
It is important to plan for the future! Reach Higher MT 
offers many resources to assist you with this process. Visit 
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/ to see what they 
have to offer. 
The portal is an online gateway to the Montana Universi-
ty System. From career planning to financial aid, the site 
has everything students and their parents need to chart 
their course for life after high school.  
Calendars, planning guides and other tools help students 
and their families plan smart and stay organized. Stu-
dents can calculate how much they’ll need to earn to live 
the lifestyle they want. Parents can calculate tuition and 
fees and find strategies to minimize debt. Families can 
explore their student’s post-high school options, includ-

ing two-year programs, apprenticeships, certificate 

programs and military service.  
DRIVER’S EDUCATION FALL 2021  
Eligible students have been placed in the fall class and 
will be notified with receipt of their schedule. There 
were many sophomore students on the list; therefore, 
many freshmen students did not get into the class for fall. 
They will remain on the list for spring placement. The 
spring class will be scheduled the second week of Janu-
ary. Students may add or remove their name from the list 
at any time.  
Remember to make the most of your summer. Visit 
college campuses, volunteer, job shadow, search for 
scholarships, and write a few practice essays!  
Have a terrific summer. We look forward to a wonder-
ful 2021-2022 school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online-Packet Students Schedule for the remainder of 
the year. 

 No new content will be taught after Wednesday, May 
26 for online students 

 Teachers will still check in daily with on-line students 
through Tuesday, June 1  

 No on-line classes on Wednesday-Thursday, June 2-3 

 Last packet of the year will be available on Friday, 
May 21 at the MS Office  

 All Chromebooks, text books, library books for online 
packet students need to be returned the week of June 
1-4, 2021. 

 No online/or packet based education is planned for 
Frenchtown students for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 Have a great summer! 
 
Calendar Updates 

 Memorial Day – No school Monday, May 31 

 Last Day of School  -- Thursday, June 3 at 12:30  

 
Schedules for 2021-2022  
For students going into the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade in 2021-
2022, class schedules will be released to students in late 
May.    

 The 7th and 8th graders will be assigned quarter elective 
classes.   
 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

Sage Cranney 
Ellie Crepeau 
Savannah Deuter 
Brody Harris 
Bella Harris 
Addy Lewis 
Cristy Oestreich 
Noah Rausch 
Willow Stagg 
Arianna Zachariasen 
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 7th and 8th grade band and choir will be combined dur-
ing advisory on an A/B rotation.  

 It is my hope that we are back to a normal middle 
school schedule in 2021-2022.  

 Class schedules are subject to change.  

 6th graders will have fixed elective schedules/band and 
choir will be during advisory for the 2021-2022 
school year.  

 
Frenchtown Middle School 

2021-2022 
Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 

 
Highlighted portions may change as we move away from 
CoVid-19 Guidelines 
Welcome to Frenchtown Middle School!   

Below are some very important tips for parents/guardians 
from the Student/Parent Handbook. 

 
After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your child 
have communicated after-school arrangements, the office 
does not need to know about these ar rangements.  Ex-
ample:  if a parent/guardian conveyed to their child they 
will pick them up after school and they will not be riding 
the bus, the office does not need to know.  (2) Last minute 
after school changes must be communicated to the office 
by 2:00 p.m.   We will have more flexibility with after 
school arrangements/communications as we are asking 
our community to help transport students to and from 
school on a regular basis this academic year. 

 
Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 
absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School office at 
(406) 626-2650 to report the absence and reason for the 
absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick).  The office 
has voice mail 24/7.  Whether your child is attending 
school on-line or on-site, you are expected to call the of-
fice when your child is sick or will not be attending 
school.   

 Sick Children – During the 2021-2022 school year, 
FTSD is asking parents and students to monitor them-
selves closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not 
feeling well/has a fever, please keep them home for 
the safety and well-being of our students, staff, and 
community at Frenchtown Schools. 

 
Backpacks – Backpacks will not be allowed in classrooms 
this academic year. They are to be stored in student lock-
er.s 
  
Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not transport 
children to friend’s houses.  School bus transportation is 
limited to the safe transportation of students to and from 
their homes, daycare providers for younger students, and 
school sponsored events such as team sports and field 
trips.  All transportation requests must be submitted to the 
office by 2:00 p.m.  Bus drivers will not accept notes writ-
ten by parent/guardian.  Please limit these requests this 
academic year!  It is extremely important that we keep 
our bus routes safe and not overcrowd them with stu-
dents. 
Cell Phones – Each grade level team will have a cell 
phone collection policy at the beginning of the academic 
day for each homeroom.  Students should not have their 
cell phones in their clothing or backpacks.  Cell phones are 

not to be used at lunch/r ecess.  We will allow students to 
come to the office and use cell phone to call parents during 
the academic day.  If you need to talk to your student, 
please call the Middle School Office at 626-2650. 

 
Daily Announcements - The announcements (“Bronc 
Com”) are posted daily on the website.   
www.ftsd.org 

Menu 
Our Schools 
Middle School (6-8) 
Bronc Com (Daily Announcements) 
Click on the Date 

 
Infinite Campus Parent Portal - If you want to keep 
abreast of your child’s academic progress and have not 
signed up for the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal, 
please contact the office for the instructions.  As a parent, 
you can access all of your children’s information once you 
have signed in. 
Lockers –  Will be assigned to each individual student – 
each student will receive a lock – to replace the school 
issued lock will be $5.00. 
Lunch Recess – No food or drink outside.  Students are to 
stay within the recess boundaries – lawn area outside the 
middle school, and basketball court.  Snowball throwing is 
prohibited. No tackle football is allowed at recess. 
Medication – If your child must take medication of any 
kind during school hours, a parent/guardian must: 

 Fill out and return to the office a “Permission for 
Prescribed and Over-the-Counter Medication” 
form.  This “blue” form is located in the office. 

 All medication, in its original bottle and with the 
prescription information on it, must be delivered di-
rectly to the office by the parent/guardian and will be 
kept in the office.   

 Medications may not be transported back and forth on 
the bus. 

 Any remaining medication left in a container must be 
picked up by the parent.  If not picked up by the 
parent/guardian, it will be disposed of. 

 
Physical Education (PE) – No food, drink, gum, perfume, 
or aerosols in the gym/locker room.    No jewelry is to be 
worn.  A student is allowed one parent excuse note per 
quarter to sit out of a PE class.  Thereafter, a student must 
have a provider/doctor’s note and it must be turned in to 
the office.  If a student has had activity restrictions from a 
provider/doctor, a release back into gym will be required 
and must be turned in to the office.  NO Middle School 
student will have an athletic locker.  All PE will be done 
outside, as much as possible, during the first quarter of 
school.   
Removal of Student During School Day - According to 
School Board Policy 3440P, if you need your child to be 
picked up by someone other than yourself 
(parent/guardian), please notify the office in writing of 
who will be picking up and signing out your child during 
the school day.  A child’s emergency contact may not 
check out a child without child’s parent/guardian giving 
the office prior approval.  For the safety of your child, this 
rule is enforced!  We will allow parents to call the of-
fice and come to the main Middle School Office door and 
we will bring the sign-out sheet to you.  
School Supplies – School supply lists will be published in 
the near future 

Sports Forms – All students participating in Middle 
School sports must have the following form on file in the 
Middle School office before par ticipating in any spor t 
in the Middle School: 
1. A current sports physical – must be conducted AF-

TER May 1, 2021.  The sports physical must be 
turned in to the Middle School office and uploaded to 
Dragonfly. 

2. DragonFly:  The following two documents (Student-
Athlete & Parent/Legal Guardian Concussion State-
ment (one per year) AND Athletic Parent Permission 
Form (one per year – covers all sports) must be done 
on-line at Dragonfly: 

a. You must use a computer to first set up your Dragon-
Fly account. 

b. Download the DragonFly Max app from the App 
Store or Google Play.  Or visit dragonflymax.com 
and click ‘Log In/Sign up’ to get started.  Tap ‘Get 
Started’ and ‘Sign Up for Free’ then follow the 
prompts to create your Parent account with your own 
email address.  Note: Please do not create an account 
with your child’s name or contact information – you 
will get the chance to add your child.   

c. Verify your account with the verification ID sent to 
your email address.  

d. Tap ‘Connect to your school’ to select ‘Parent’ as 
your role and search for your child’s school 
(Frenchtown 6-8).  

e. After selecting your child’s school, tap ‘Join’ to re-
quest access.  An administrator at your school will 
approve your request.   

f. Tap ‘Set up your children’ and follow the prompts to 
add your kid(s) and fill out their participation forms. 

 
1. A one-time $30.00 participation fee per student may 

be paid on RevTrack (www.ftsd.org on the left side 
of the main page) or paid in the Middle School of-
fice.  This fee covers all activities, and provides a 
pass to all High School and Middle School athletic 
events.   

 
Staff Email - When emailing a school staff member, re-
member to put “Go Broncs,” in the subject line.  This as-
sures the email will go through the district’s SPAM filter 
to the correct staff member. 

Principal Aaron Griffin --- aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org 
(406) 626-265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6th Grade Science  
6th Graders recently finished units on the digestive and 
respiratory systems. Students illustrated and labeled com-
ponents of each system and they are now on display 
around the 6th grade wing of the Middle School. 

http://www.ftsd.org
http://www.ftsd.org
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6th Grade Maker Space  
6th grade students had an amazing opportunity to partici-
pate in a makerspace activity. A makerspace is an area 
where students can use high tech to no tech materials to 
create, explore, and learn. This activity, along with the 
materials, was brought to us by Nick Wethington and 
Seisen Eyer. Nick and Seisen currently work at spectrUM, 
a hands-on science museum in Missoula. Frenchtown Mid-
dle School 6th graders were fortunate to have them come in 
due to our school belonging to a cohort called Makingspac-
es, which is part of the Maker Ed Foundation’s Making 
Spaces initiative a 30 month project funded by 
ATG/Cognizant’s Making the Future initiative. This cohort 
is designed to help inform and support teachers in making 
connections between participating schools to share best 
practices and professional development on a national scale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic Chal-
lenge  

 
On Thursday, May 
7th FMS had two 
teams compete at the 
Middle School Quiz 
Bowl Tournament 
held at the University 
of Montana. The 
Bowl was hosted and managed by former Frenchtown 
teacher, Merle Johnston. The students had many celebrity 
sightings, as most of the readers and score keepers were 
retired Frenchtown teachers. Seeing so many familiar faces 
made the day even more enjoyable.  
The 8th grade team (Laurel Krause, Katie Lewis, Hannah 
McMillan, and Madilyn Russell) took 3rd place at the 
event. And, the 7th grade team (Ellyn Lewis, Ellie Lan-
gaunet, Aleah Knight, Kaydence White, and Tru Peters) 
took 5th place. The girls all enjoyed ringing their buzzers 
and answering questions about math, mythology, Mark 
Twain, and the Mandalorian; just to name a few of the 
topics. It was great mental workout and everyone had a lot 
of fun representing Frenchtown Middle School. 

OPI Visits Frenchtown  
Lights -- Camera -- Action --- Frenchtown Middle/High 
School students were interviewed on Tuesday, May 19. 
The Office of Public Instruction interviewed students on 
how Covid-19 has impacted the 2020-21 school year. We 
are Frenchtown! 

Youth Leadership Committee 
The Youth Leadership Committee is visiting 7th and 8th 
grade classes today to teach Refusal Training. At some 
point, someone might offer a student alcohol, an e-
cigarette, or other drugs. Refusal Training teaches students 
how to refuse substances through these four steps: 1) Re-
fuse and be firm and confident. 2) Explain why you don't 
want to drink or use drugs. 3) Avoid situations that are 
hotspots for drugs or alcohol including parties and bon-
fires. 4) If you have a car, leave immediately. If you are in 
an uncomfortable situation and can't leave on your own, 
send an adult you trust your code word. A code word is a 
word (literally any word!) between you and an adult that 
tells the adult that you are uncomfortable and want to 
leave. 
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K-5 Virtual Music Concerts Posted On the Website 
Our music teachers made sure to make our Spring Concerts amazing this year with videos 
that parents and students can watch on YouTube. Each group K-1, 2-3 and 4-5 have links on 
the FTSD website. Great job K-5 students! 

1000 Chapter Books in 4th Grade 
 

Great job 4th grade students for reading 1,000 chapter books this 
year! Mr. Devins held up his end of the bargain by dyeing his hair 
purple, wearing a tutu and sleeping on the Intermediate School 
roof. 

One Class At A Time 
Mrs. Longs Class received the One Class at a Time Award 
that will be used to purchase two IPADS and covers for 
Mrs. Long’s writing classes.  In our classroom we make 
iMovie’s to accompany our dialogue writing. These 
IPADS will help our class with the creative, visual part of 
the lesson.  The library is purchasing editing software, so 
next year the students will be able to edit their movies as 
well.  We are excited to take this lesson and lessons like it 
further with this donation  

Some students were able to explore McCormick Park and Silver's Lagoon in Missoula 
on May 18th.  Students on Mrs. Lozier's caseload traveled to the All Abilities Play-
ground to enjoy a day of learning and free play!  The third and fourth grade students 
have been working so hard to reach reading and writing goals, Mrs. Lozier wanted to 
reward their hard work with a fun day at the park. 
 
Aside from playing, the students met up with Montana Naturalists, Allyssa and Bailey 
from the Montana Natural History Center.  They shared an hour-long lesson on ma-
croinvertebrates. The students were broken up into small groups to search the water's 
edge for these creatures.  After finding multiple species of macroinvertebrates, the stu-
dents were challenged to identify each one using a species identification key.  Mrs. 
Lozier's students quickly picked up this skill like professional naturalists! 

 
Some students spent the rest of the day fishing, while others played in the park.  We 
topped off the day with a special delivery from Mrs. Lozier's mom!  Teacher Bev from 
Missoula Community School delivered four flavors of ice cream and popsicles to the 
park.  It was a great day, full of learning and laughs.  Special thanks to chaperones, 
Stacey Merritt and Jennifer Crawford for helping too. 
 

Mrs. Lozier’s Class Field Trip 
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4th Grade Classroom Garden 
Mrs. Harvey’s classroom garden has been a fun project this year, but has come with a few 
issues. Aphids are a real thing and have been difficult to get rid of once they moved in on 
her crops. The crops came out great, just a little aphid covered.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K-5 Virtual Art Show is Posted on the FTSD Website 
 
Great work Mrs. Dungan getting all the students work uploaded so parents and the com-
munity can see art from across the South Campus! Kids did such an amazing job with art 
this year.  

Identifying Trees in Science Class  
 
Mr. Dwyer’s Science class spent some time outside on the lower playground working on 
identifying trees that are in our ecosystem. After drawing pictures of different trees they 
went back to the classroom and used their drawings to figure out what they were looking 
at as well as identify some facts about the particular trees they identified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jean Whaley Retiring 
Did you know that 4th grade teacher, Jean Whaley, was once a flight at-

tendant?  Luckily for all of us that have had her as a teacher or colleague, she gave up her 
wings and went on to pursue a career in education. 
 Jean began her teaching career in Frenchtown in 1975 as Mrs. Graham.  She 
taught 5th and 6th grade music her first year.  Jean does not consider herself to be musi-
cal, but she said it was fine as she packed her little record player from room to room and 
the students sang along with the records.  Mrs. Whaley also did teaching stints in Title 
Reading and 3rd Grade, but 4th Grade is what held her heart and she has taught that grade 
for 35 years. 
 Kathy Gaul, another former 4th grade teacher, recalled the time Mrs. Whaley 
picked up her class pet, a lizard named Razer, and it dropped its tail. The tail was whip-
ping around on the ground, kids were screaming and jumping up on the desks, and Jean 
was standing there holding the lizard and screaming as well.  Needless to say, that was the 
last class pet in her room. 

When asked about working with Mrs. Whaley, long-time colleague, Deanna 
Parker, stated that it was always fun.  “It never seemed like work,” she said.  We were 
always laughing and having fun.”  This sentiment was echoed by many others that have 
worked with her.   

Mrs. Parker also commented that Jean put in a lot of work setting up the Camp 
Menard field trip for the 4th grade classes.  This 2-day field trip is an end-of-school tradi-
tion that has been happening since Mrs. Whaley first organized it in 1991.  At this field 
trip, students rotate through stations led by teachers and volunteers.  Some of the stations 
included owl pellet dissection, wildflowers, orienteering, wildfire prevention and suppres-
sion, animal tracks, and many others throughout the years.  This outdoor education oppor-
tunity is a favorite of past students and current students are looking forward to it as well. 

Another 4th Grade tradition established by Mrs. Whaley is the annual Invention 
Convention.  Hundreds of students have learned about famous inventors and inventions as 
they also identified problems and used creative thinking to come up with solutions, built 
prototypes, and shared them with peers and the community.  Any of us trying to get pea-
nut butter out of the bottom of the jar wonder why Kayla Blood’s invention, the lid-on-
both-ends peanut butter jar, is not being mass produced. 

The school recycling program was also started by Jean.  Mrs. Parker recalled 
students sorting through bins of paper and bagging it all to be hauled to the recycling cen-
ter.  “You would see boys head first in those big bins, with just their feet sticking out the 
top as they pulled out the paper.  Somehow Jean had them convinced that it was the great-
est job ever and kids would make sure they had their work done so they could help with 
the recycling.” 

Mrs. Whaley was also in the first group of teachers to attend the Montana Be-
havior Initiative training.  It was this group that set up the “Looks Like, Sounds Like” 
behavior charts still taught in our classes and displayed in our hallways today.  They also 
set up our SOS (Serving our School) jobs and class meetings.   

Mrs. Whaley has high expectations for her students and has always encouraged 
them to take responsibility for their own learning and actions.  Over the years, many stu-
dents were walked down to the office to call a parent to tell them that they had not com-
pleted their work and to make a plan for getting it done.  She was always quick to reward 
students for responsible behavior as well.  Whether it was a Laser Gram postcard sent 
home for a “Perfect Week” of no missing assignments, choosing something from the prize 
box, or earning a Cha Ching towards class rewards, students knew they had accomplished 
something.     

Mrs. Whaley’s favorite subject is math, and when asked what one thing she 
hoped her students would learn from her, she quickly replied, “a love of math.”  Whether 
or not she accomplished that goal, it is evident that Mrs. Whaley’s students love 
her.  Upon hearing she was retiring, a former student delivered a floral arrangement to 
her, telling her she was his favorite teacher.  She has been a positive influence on innu-
merable students and staff members throughout her 42 years of teaching at Frenchtown. 

Mrs. Whaley, we wish you well on the next chapter of your life.  We will miss 
you, but you have trained both staff and students of Frenchtown School well and you can 
rest assured that we will continue to walk on the right side of the hallways, recycle cans 
and white paper, pick up litter, and be respectful and responsible citizens.   
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Niki Evans Retiring 
Things I learned from Mrs. Evans: 
 

Every book has a place; every place has a book! 
A library should be full of shelves, and shelves should 

be full of books! 
Students should be exposed to every genre in their 

reading level. 
Shelving books can be made to look easy. 
Shelf-markers are important. 
The Dewey Decimal System is essential to easily 

locate an item. 
My introduction to the elementary library was school-year 
2000 - 2001.  I arrived for my interview for a position as an 
elementary teacher in the Frenchtown School District. Up-
on walking through the doors of this library, I immediately 
saw the kid-friendly artwork that graced the walls sur-
rounding the primary section of the library. Until then, my 
experiences with school libraries was seeing them as noth-
ing more than some obscure corner of the school that 
housed books in numerical or ABC order. A library‘s main 
purpose was to have books available to children. Walking 
into the elementary library at Frenchtown, I was immedi-
ately met with the feeling that this school placed a high 
importance on student reading and achievement. 
 
I was hired as a third grade teacher. The first two teachers I 
met, other than my third grade team, was Mrs. Evans and 
Mrs. Bardwell. They wanted to assure me that the library 
was available for my class and for me as a resource to 
learning. My years as a classroom teacher were made much 
easier knowing that I had the resources of a fully-stocked 
library, rich in the latest reading materials and teacher re-
sources. 
 
Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Bardwell were adamant in making 
sure that every level of reading material was available to 
any reader. This high bar was noted shortly after Mrs. 
Bardwell’s retirement.  This library, a well-oiled machine, 
had not gone unnoticed by the administration. Mrs. 
Worrall, elementary principal, nominated the elementary 
library for state acclaim. The library and librarians received 
“Montana State Library Program of the Year”. I believe it 
was Mrs. Evans and her high standards for reading 
achievement, organization, 10,000 titles, and her attention 
to detail that was recognized by the state of Montana! 
 
I learned many things as a librarian with Mrs. Evans. I 
learned the importance that almost every square inch of the 
shelf was to have a book on it in Dewey decimal or ABC 
order. (I bet that Mrs. Evans places books in order on 
shelves in her sleep instead of counting sheep.)  I learned 
that I could look and look and look for a book and finally 
in exasperation say, “Mrs. Evans I can’t find it on the shelf 
“only to have her walk over and almost without looking put 
her finger right on the book! I’m sure she often wondered if 
I REALLY did look! 

Niki was a firm believer that children should have books 
available, and she was adamant that the library be the hub 
of reading, learning, and research. I wish Niki well in her 
retirement, and I hope she enjoys it as much as I do! Con-
gratulations Niki! 
 
From Jean Bardwell 
I am very grateful and thankful to have worked with Mrs. 
Evan’s the past three years. She has been a wonderful men-
tor and friend. I can’t begin to express what I have learned 
from her. She has taught me to not only care for books but 
to love them. Mrs. Evan’s has seen the library change and 
grow the past 30 years and one thing that sticks out to me 
and one thing that I hope I can continue to do as well as she 
did, is to have the vision in keeping the library the hub of 
the school, whether that is keeping up with the latest books, 
the latest technology or simply supporting staff in educat-
ing their students. Mrs. Evan’s has created a mountain of a 
library and has reached the peak. 
She will be greatly missed, but we all know she has excit-
ing and wonderful adventures ahead of her and will always 
have a book in tow.  
 
We love you from Mrs. Rugg 
Mrs. Evans (Niki) is a teacher, mentor, and friend.  We 
were partners as teacher/librarians for 11 years in the 
Frenchtown Elementary Library.  We worked together, 
planned together, taught together, laughed together, and 
occasionally cried together.  She was always looking for 
ways to improve the library for students and teachers and 
was not afraid of change.  She went from card catalogs to 
the computer and from filmstrips to smart boards.  She 
improved and changed lessons every year, handed out com-
pliments and rewards to students, rearranged walls, tables 
and bookshelves, whatever she felt would be an improve-
ment to student’s knowledge and love of books and the 
library.   
 
Mrs. Evans, I know you will always continue to share your 
love of books and education.  We all wish you the very best 
in retirement.   
 
EVERYDAY WAS A GOOD DAY IN THE LIBRARY 
WITH NIKI. 
 
From Karen Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello, 
Wow, the year has really flown. Thank you for supporting 
the decisions we made to help us get started and finish 
strong.  We have had a growing year, silver linings despite 
the tight expectations from the county and state.  The 
teachers have done an amazing job supporting each other 
and helping students grow.   
Kindergarten registration is open for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Please call the office or go to the website (ftsd.org) 
for more information.  We will not be hosting a kindergar-
ten round up this year. We will be dividing students into 
classes, teachers will send a letter introducing themself, 
and a screening will be scheduled in the fall the first week 
of school.  If you have any questions, please call 626-2620. 
Bronc Stampede will be the last day of school, June 3rd at 
10:00 a.m. Parents are welcome to come to the school to 
participate in the event. Money raised this year will go to 
support a climbing wall in the little gym. Please make sure 
if you want to take your child, please check them out at the 
office.   
We are adding a grade level, Early Kindergarten, this level 
is for four year olds and five year olds who miss the school 
age cut off date of September 10th. . Please see information 
below, if you have questions please contact the Elementary 
Office at 406-626-2620.  
We have sent letters home inviting students to JumpStart 
Summer School the first three weeks in August (Mon-
Thursday 8:30- 12:00). Please notify the elementary office 
of your acceptance or decline of the invitation to partici-
pate. . If your child did not receive an invite and you would 
like them to attend, please contact the office for more de-
tails.   
Thank you for a wonderful year! We look forward to what 
next year has to offer.  As always, please call or stop by the 
office if you need anything.   

Have a wonderful sum-
mer! 

Jodi Hall 
K-3 Elementary Principal 
 
 
 
Early Kindergarten at 
Frenchtown Elementary 
Early Kindergarten is for four year olds and five year olds 
who miss the school age cut off date of September 10th. 
Opportunity to express interest in having your child attend 
will begin on June 1, 2021. We are required to follow a 
screening process according to Board Policy 1001FE. 
Please go to the district website (ftsd.org) to fill out a brief 
survey, you will be contacted in August with screening 
information.  In- district students will be accepted first, 
then if spots are available we will consider out of district 
students if an older sibling is currently enrolled as an out 
of district student. Sessions will begin Tuesday, September 
7th. 

 
AM Sessions (Limit 18 students): 

Monday-Friday 8:15-11:15 
PM Sessions (Limit 18 students): 

Monday-Friday 12:15-3:15 
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Transportation:  
Students in the AM session will be able to ride the bus to 
school and parents must pick up at 11:15. 
Students in the PM session will need to be dropped off at 
12:15 and may ride the bus home at 3:15. (someone will 
need to meet the bus at the bus stop after school in order 
for students to get off the bus) 
**Transportation will be reviewed in September 
Early Kindergarten Focus: 
1. School Readiness 
2. Early Literacy Skills 
3. Early Math Skills 
4. Social Skills 
Teachers Who Have Left Their Mark, Touched Many 
Lives, and Made a DIFFERENCE are now moving onto 
the next phase of their journey 

Teachers Who Have Left Their Mark, Touched Many 
Lives, and Made a DIFFERENCE are now moving onto 
the next phase of their journey 

Gail Shepard 
As the saying goes "all good things 
must come to an end."  With that 
being said, we must say goodbye, 
farewell, and CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Mrs. Gail Shepard. Gail 
leaves us after 23 years of teach-
ing.  All of her years have been 
spent in the Special Education De-
partment.  Gail retires at the end of 
the 20-21 school year serving 
countless children passing through 
her classroom doors.  As well as 
serving children, she has been a 
mentor to paraprofessionals and teachers alike.  Through 
the years she has conducted countless meetings and 
mounds of paperwork. 
Congratulations on a job well done.  We wish you only the 
best.  Enjoy your retirement.  Well done Mrs. Shepard, 
Well done! 

  
Camp & Raft ON!! 

 

Becky Lande 
From the crazy kinder crew…Where 
do I start with this wonderful lady? 
How about I take it back to the days 
she was teaching me then we’ll get to 
the part where we worked side by 
side many years down the road. Mrs. 
Lande was my typing teacher back in 
7th grade maybe? I’m having a hard 
time remembering exactly what grade 
but I remember learning to type with a program called 
“Mavis Beacon”. Mrs. Lande hasn’t changed a bit with her 
long hair and passion for teaching. I saw it then and I still 
see it now all these years later. She is incredible at adjust-
ing to whatever teaching throws her way. Be a typing 
teacher? Sure! Teach remotely? She’s got that! Incorporate 
more technology? She’s on it! Transitional kindergarten? 
Let’s do it! She’s not afraid to adjust and mold to whatever 
teaching throws her way which can be hard as we get older 
and the longer we teach. She welcomed me with open arms 
6 years ago when I got my job at Frenchtown Elementary 
and as I teach side by side with my former teacher I see her 
passion and drive more than ever. She’s always up for 

dressing up and any other crazy ideas our team comes up 
with. I love that about her. She works hard and dedi-
cates/has dedicated so much time to her students. She’s 
truly one of a kind and I wish her all the best in retirement. 
She has most certainly earned this milestone! -Miss Luebke 
Working with Mrs. Lande has truly been a pleasure. She is 
a sweet, funny, kind, and an amazing teacher. She is also a 
role model and always gave great advice. She always made 
me laugh and shared wonderful stories. Her students truly 
loved being in her class. She is a treasure to have at 
Frenchtown and will always remain a gem to those who 
had her and also know her. I wish you the best in retire-
ment- your next adventure awaits! -Ms. Geaudry 
Mrs. Lande is such a joy to have as a co-worker! She al-
ways has a smile on her face and a calm demeanor with her 
students. Introducing young children to the world of school 
is not an easy task, but it is one Becky does with love, pa-
tience, and determination. She instills in her students a love 
for learning that is evident by the constant smiles on their 
faces and their laughter in the air. Over the past couple of 
years working with her I have enjoyed her insight into how 
to work with young children, watching her patience as she 
works with her students, and the growth that she has 
brought to Frenchtown Elementary. -Mrs. Musso 
Becky has been such an incredible asset to Frenchtown 
Elementary School. So many students have been lucky 
enough to have her as their first introduction to school and 
their love and continued passion for education shows! 
Something that is so wonderful about Becky is she does not 
just work the normal 8:00-3:30 that most teachers do, 
Becky is at the school on the weekends and late on some 
school nights getting ready for the next week because she 
is so devoted not just to her job but to her students. She has 
been such an inspiration and so wonderful to work with! 
Thank you Mrs. Lande for all that you have done for our 
school and the students! -Miss Juden 
If you have ever wondered what a fantastic teacher looks 
like – look no further than Mrs. Lande. She is absolutely 
one of the very best there is and the Frenchtown communi-
ty has been incredibly fortunate to have had her as a dedi-
cated teacher. Her students adore her and their laughter can 
be heard down the halls. She spends hours at the school 
creating memorable lessons for her students and their ador-
able work brightens our hallways. Not only does she spend 
time shaping the students in her class, she helps to shape 
the teachers on her team. She is always there with a smile, 
a laugh or advice depending on what is needed. She leads 
by example and never hesitates to go the extra step for 
anyone. Thank you so much and I hope retirement is amaz-
ing! -Mrs. Kurpius 

 

 
Teacher Appreciation 
We are so blessed to have such an amazing staff here at the 
elementary school. There are so many qualities to be thank-
ful for, here are just a few of many. 
1. Creating a fun, engaging, loving, and safe learning 

environment for all students 
2. Supporting each other from class coverage, shared 

lessons, a listening ear, and laughter 
3. Doing what we need to do to be in school from day 

one 
4. Embracing separated classes for a year 
5. SMILING even on days when things were tough 
6. Wearing masks all day long 
7. Washing hands entering, exiting, and even in between 
8. Supporting families 

9. Helping students grow socially, emotionally, mental-
ly, physically, and academically 

10. Building confidence  
 
You Deserve a Break Kit Kat candy bar 
Philly Cheesesteak Sandwiches and fries for the entire staff 
from Sonny’s Original Food Truck 
We DONUT we would do without YOU 
Hip Hip Hooray We Appreciate You Everyday- Chocolate 
Chip Cookie 
Flower Sale supported by the Frenchtown PTA selling over 
600 flowers.  
Gift Certificate to Broncs Grocery 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 
In Miss Luebke's class we are sending home our chicks that 
hatched in our classroom. It was a really fun experience to 
learn all about the life cycle of a chicken, candle eggs, 
witness the chicks hatching, and see how quickly they 
grow! We are also learning about the life cycle of a butter-
fly and plants. We will be releasing our butterflies that we 
got to watch go from caterpillars to chrysalises to butter-
flies! This week we will plant seeds and witness that life 
cycle before our eyes too! 
The month of May is full of lots of fun in Ms. Juden's class. 
We started off by observing our butterflies go through their 
life cycle and watching our 'egg heads' grow some hair 
(grass). The kiddos loved reading to their eggheads to help 
their hair and brains grow! We also did a unit on Forces 
and Motion and will be making lots of creations using 
push, pull, and gravity. We will be finishing up the month 
of May by learning about Summer safety, our 5 senses, and 
what the kiddos want to learn about. That's right, I let the 
kiddos decide what they want to learn for that last week! 
We will be learning about famous artists, rocks, science, 
dinosaurs, baking things, the olympics, and even unicorns.  
In Ms. Geaudry's class in May, we started off by making 
Mother's Day gifts. Next we dove into ocean week! For 
ocean week we talked about tide pools, what sea creatures 
need to survive, and made some really cool artwork to go 
with it. Next we made shade structures for the effects of 
sunlight, and we made homemade ice cream! Lastly, we 
did some fun activities to end the school year. Kindergarten 
also got together for a fun field day that included a giant 
beach ball and parachute! To kick off the month of May, 
Mrs. Musso’s class started by celebrating Mother’s Day, 
learning about the history of Cinco de Mayo, and growing 
and releasing butterflies. Next, students dove into ocean 
exploration by making colorful sea turtles, writing about 
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their favorite ocean animal, and using problem solving 
skills by doing their very own STEM ocean oil spill clean-
up. To end the school year with a bang, our class will ex-
plore the effects of the sun, make our own ice cream in a 
bag, have a kids’ choice week where students pick what we 
learn, and have loads of fun playing games during our field 
day. 
Mrs. Kurpius's class is releasing their butterflies this week. 
We have patiently waited for them to change from their 
caterpillar state and the excitement is high. We will finish 
this year out by learning about bears, forces and motion and 
summer safety. These kids have learned so much this year 
and they are going to be amazing first graders! 
1st grade 
It has been a 
busy and excit-
ing springtime 
in first grade. 
We are so 
grateful to be 
learning in-
person. In 
March, we 
began studying 
insects. We 
have been 
observing live 
caterpillars, mealworms, and 
silkworms in our class-
rooms. Each insect is going 
through a life cycle and we 
are recording what we see 
through notes and drawings. 
The silkworms are taking 
the longest to change, but 
we know it will be worth the 
wait when the silk moth 
appears.  

In April, our clas-
ses participated in a virtual 
field trip with the Missoula 
Butterfly House and Insec-
tarium. Our guest teacher showed us live millipedes, water 
striders, leaf bugs, and a cockroach. We observed each 

insect and then came up with some inventions using ideas 
we learned from the insects. Many first grade classrooms 
also had the opportunity to video-chat with Safari Guide, 
David Thadeus, live from Tanzania. He graciously spent 
time answering student questions about African animals. 
He shared videos and pictures he had taken on his guided 
Safari trips. What an incredible experience!  

 
2nd grade 
Our 2nd grade 
calendar is exciting 
this month! We're 
swimming at Cur-
rents Aquatic Cen-
ter, golfing at King 
Ranch, exploring at 
Frenchtown Pond, 
and working with 
Anna Henderson 
and the USFS on 
the lower play-
ground. We are 
looking forward to 
some different 
learning opportuni-
ties to end the 
school year.  
We've all been busy in the greenhouse lately. Thank you to 
Miss Olvia for helping us plant and grow flowers. We were 
able to transplant our flowers and give them to our mothers 
for Mother's Day.  
In math, we've been working our way towards mastering 
challenging triple digit addition and subtraction word prob-
lems. During the last few weeks of the school year, we will 
be exploring multiplication using arrays and learning more 
about fractions.  
Mrs. Undem and Miss Stenerson's class has been studying 
dinosaurs as we read "The Dog that Dug for Dinosaurs," 
the true story of Mary Anning and her fossil discovery. Ms. 
Duke's class has been learning a variety of facts about the 
great state of Montana. Ms. Vinton's class recently wrote 
riddles and finished up a few plant experiments. They are 
starting a book report project this week! Ms. Harvey's class 
wrapped up animal research reports, wrote Diamante po-
ems, and is learning about folktales from around the world.  
3rd Grade 
It has definitely been a year for the books in third grade and 
we have come out shining!  Our third graders met this unu-
sual year head on and conquered it. They rocked their 
SBAC tests, were champion mask-wearers, and dealt with 
their classroom “siblings” with grace.  

 
In Language Arts this year, our kids have written personal 
narrative stories, opinion essays (sorry if they asked you for 
a horse or a new dog), informational reports, and fictional 
narratives. They have learned to write leads that hook, use 
transitions to show a process, to properly punctuate dia-
logue, and to draw and write conclusions. 

 
In Math, they have learned how to multiply and divide, 
calculate area and perimeter, identify and graph fractions, 
tell time and calculate elapsed time, measure to the nearest 
quarter inch, subtract across zeros, plot, graph, and chart 
information and data, round numbers and estimate sums 
and differences, and solve two-step word problems using 
variables. 

 

In Science, we have learned about magnets and how the 
forces of gravity, magnetism, and friction affect movement, 
about rocks and minerals and how to classify them, about 
animals over time and how our Earth has changed, and 
about weather and climate and how weather patterns affect 
climate and landscape. 

 
In Social Studies we have learned about government and 
how and why it is structured the way it is, about how maps 
work and what the keys tell us, about landscapes and how 
they have changed over time, about the Native Americans 
who have populated this valley before us, and about the 
Frenchtown Settlers who settled this valley.  

 
We have had an amazing year with these great kids and are 
so happy to have had them in our classrooms all year. 
Thank you, parents! 

 
Ms. Burklund, Mr. DiFulgentis, Mr. Gyapay, Mrs. 
Hoskinson, and Ms. Reed 
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Bottle Rockets are a hit with second graders. Thank you 
Mrs. Normand!  
More retirees! 
 
Deena Put-
nam 
Deena was 
born in Ana-
cortes Wash-
ington.  As a 
young girl 
she moved 
with her fam-
ily to French-
town Valley 
where her and 
her siblings 
were raised, 
all graduates 
of French-
town High 
School.  After 
graduation 
Deena mar-
ried her high 
school sweet-
heart, Jeff 
Putnam, and 
moved to 
Hamilton to start their family. A few years later they would 
find their way back to the Frenchtown area, where they 
have been beloved members of the community since.  
When her children started school, Deena found her passion 
after she was given an opportunity to join the kitchen staff 
at Frenchtown.  One of the hardest workers you will ever 
meet, she truly loved her job.  Although she never thought 
of it as work, it was her life, and she thoroughly enjoyed 
every moment (even unloading delivery trucks at 5 am 
single-handedly).  Always putting others first, Deena has 
been the heart and soul of the lunch program for the past 35 
years.  In that time, she has watched 3 generations of fami-
lies come through her kitchen, where she ensured all were 
well fed and taken care of.  While Deena has dedicated her 
life to her work, the time has come for her to take off her 
hairnet and hang up her apron.  In the days to come you’ll 
likely find Deena up the creek learning to relax, with Jeff 
by her side and memories of her co-workers, students, and 
the families she has served in her heart.  Without her the 
school lunch program will never be the same. 
 
Jeanette Block 
Jeanette has dedicated the last 39 years serving and feeding 
the children of the Frenchtown community and she will be 
missed.  Her ever-present smile and joyful heart have been 
consistent through her many years of service.  You not only 
see her when you are walking through the lunch line, but 

you would often times see her dedication to the community 
as you entered any sporting event.  There she was selling 
tickets and welcoming fans.  Everyone here in the French-
town community will miss her smiling face and hard work! 
 
Linda Curry 
Linda has worked in the kitchen at Frenchtown for 15 
years.  Prior to that, she worked at the Nine Mile House for 
17 years.  While at Frenchtown, she has enjoyed interacting 
with the kids in the lunch line every day.  Getting to know 
many of them and joking with them is a bright spot in her 
day.  She has especially enjoyed teaching the students as-
signed to work in the kitchen, watching them learn skills 
and some of them come of out of their shells.  While she 
will miss the routine of working every day, she won’t let 
grass grow under her feet!   She loves spending time with 
her family, playing with her dog, Gator, traveling, painting, 
and intends on spending time improving her photography 
skills.  She loves hosting BBQ’s and is already planning 
“ladies brunches”.    
 
Barb Gaut 
Barb’s favorite part of the day is always breakfast to wel-
come the high school kids!  She has worked in the lunch-
room for 12 years after owning the Nine Mile House for 36 
years.  Barb is looking forward to side-by-side and travel-
ing South to Arizona for the winter months.  She has made 
lots of friends working in the lunchroom and is really 
proud to be part of the Frenchtown Community!  She will 
miss the kids at the school and her co-workers in the kitch-
en.  She won’t miss carrying the heavy boxes around the 
kitchen. 

 

Pictured Left to Right:  Jennette Block, Linda Curry, Barb 
Gaut 
 
Jana Lewis 
Jana Lewis has been driving the students of Frenchtown 
School District for the past 30 years.  As she looks towards 
retiring at the end of the 2021 school year, Jana is going to 
miss her School family terribly.  Even though the cold 
early winter mornings were tough, the smiles and hugs 
from the students continually kept her warm.  She got to 
enjoy driving the beautiful nine-mile route which inspired 
her to write many beautiful country songs.  With her hus-
band retiring this coming fall as well, they are both looking 
forward to opportunities to enjoy the mountains more.  
Jana has always been passionate about the outdoors and her 

animals, and is anxious to 
spend more time outside 
and with them.  Her and 
her husband, Larry, are 
also excited to have more 
opportunities to travel to 
see their family.  Jana has 
always been greatly 
loved by those she has 
worked with and the 
families she has driven 
for.  There is no doubt 
she will be missed. 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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Frenchtown School District truly thanks the students, guardians and 

staff for a wonderful school year!! 

We navigated this difficult year together!   


