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Inside this  issue: 

WELCOME BACK!! “The journey of a 
thousand miles begins with a single step.” 
 Lao Tzu 
 
Hello Frenchtown School District Parents 
and Community! I am not sure how this 
happened, but wasn’t June 4th yesterday? I 
have been told many times, that the older 
you get the faster time goes! Not that any 
of us are getting older, but wow, time flew 
this summer.  
 
School begins Wednesday, August 25th! 
The 2021-2022 school year is going to be 
challenging, awesome, hard, rewarding, 
have ups, downs, twists and turns.  We 
want you to know that we stand to do our 
best for the students, families, and commu-
nity of Frenchtown.  
 
OPENING FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 2021-2022  
COVID-19 continues to issue challenges to 
all of us and all walks of life. Frenchtown 
Schools is ready to serve students, families, 
and the community.  We will continue to 
grow, adapt, change, stop, go backwards 
and find another path. We will strive to do 
our best as we forge ahead.  
 
Students need school and education. Fami-
lies need the educational opportunities for 
their children. The importance of education 
and what education brings to communities 
can be measured. However, we know that 
COVID brings uncertainties. 
 
Frenchtown Schools is opening up to full 
onsite and in person instruction. There will 
be an online presence for those students or 
families in the event of quarantining.  

 Bus routes. Buses and Masks: 

Executive Order 13998, Promoting 
COVID-19 Safety in Domestic and Interna-
tional Travel, incurs an Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) Order requiring 

masks be worn on public or private school 
buses.  We were not aware of this, but this 
order has been in place since February 1, 
2021.    

 

 (Bus route changes will be sent 
out via Infinite Campus Portal.)  

 

 Lunch. The administration and 
custodial staff have plans to handle the 
disinfecting of tables and eating areas.  

 

 Masks: The Frenchtown School 
District is recommending, not requiring, 
masks to be worn in class and in hallways.  

 

 Classes – We will work to have 
classes outside when appropriate 

 

 Addressing Illness: The 
Frenchtown School District is NOT testing 
for COVID nor is the district in charge of 
determining COVID. Two things that we 
need to be clear on and ask: 1) please 
screen your child or have your child screen 
themselves each morning.  If they are feel-
ing ill, then please do not have them 
“toughen up” and send them. We are in-
structed to send students home if they tell 
us they are feeling ill.  It DOES NOT 
MEAN they cannot come back to school.  
They just need to be symptom free for 24 
hours and they can come back to school.  
2) If someone goes to get tested for 
COVID, then the county health will direct 
you and the school of the next step.  

 Increased Airflow in Classrooms 

 Global Plasma Solutions (GPS) 

Ionizations Installed 

 Protexus Sprayers Utilized 

I wish the best for our students, staff, and 
community. Together, let’s make the 2021-

2022 School Year the best it can possibly 
be! If you have any questions regarding the 
Frenchtown School District, please feel 
free to contact building principals or call 
Les Meyer at 626-2600.  With that, please 
meet our new staff members! 
 
NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
This past spring and summer we were busy 
hiring new staff members for the 2021-
2022 school year.  As well as the new staff 
members you will also see some movement 
of current staff to new assignments.  Please 
help us welcome all of our new staff to the 
Frenchtown School District. 
 
Classified: 

 Dan Aichlmayr: Custodian  

 Megan Clifford: Paraprofessional 

 Olga Denisovich: Paraprofessional 

 Maddelyn Eslinger: Shipping & Re-
ceiving Clerk 

 Rachel Fagel: Paraprofessional 

 Beth Hall: Food Service 

 Casey Lang: Paraprofessional 

 Jennifer Richardson: Food Service 

 Michelle Sherrill: Food Service 

 Sheridyn Johnson: Custodian 

 Mike Spencer: Kitchen Director 

 Tara Trump: Instructional Aide 
 
Certified: 

 Rae-Ann Beaulieu: Title I Math 
Teacher 

 Jessica Beers: Special Education 
Teacher 

 Shelby Croy: 2nd Grade Teacher 

 Sadie Forte: Counselor 

 Hayley Fretheim: Special Education 
Teacher 
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 Hunter Good: Instructional/Behavior Intervention 

 Ryan Goris: Business Teacher 

 Ashley Grout: Kindergarten Teacher 

 Elise Harris: Transitional Kindergarten Teacher 

 Lezlie Hepburn: Special Education Teacher 

 Jamie Junyk: Title I Kindergarten Teacher 

 Emily Ketcherside: Special Education Teacher 

 James Lucas: Title I 2nd Grade Teacher 

 Skye McMaster: 4th Grade Teacher 

 Madeleine Moore: HS Science Teacher 

 Jolene O’Neal: FCS Teacher 

 Louis Reynolds: Industrial Arts 

 Shanelle Shirey: Early Kindergarten Teacher 
 
Bus Drivers: 

 Amy Diehl 

 Nathan Farnes 

 Kevin Sprague 
 
 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) FOR THE 
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
We are in our third year working with full-time School 
Resource Officer (SRO) Scott Rasmussen.  The SRO posi-
tion is greatly appreciated, but it is the person who really 
makes the job and Mr. Rasmussen does a great job for us. 
We appreciate his work and his helpfulness! The district is 
able to use safety funds and the cost is well worth it to 
have an SRO on our campus every day of the school year.  
 
DOGS ON CAMPUS 
A few years ago the Frenchtown School District moved to 
not allowing dogs on the FTSD campus grounds. Pet own-
ers were letting their dogs do their business on school 
grounds without picking up after them. This was happen-
ing in the same areas where children play and spectators 
are going to watch athletic events.  It was a clean-up prob-
lem for district staff and a sanitary problem for people who 
didn’t notice it and step in it.  Another problem was dogs 
that are being let off of leashes and having the run of 
school grounds.  The district had concerns about the possi-
bility of dog bites, allergies, and dog fights.  The district 
posted signs on school grounds and will put out reminders 
about dogs not being allowed on campus.  Thank you for 
your assistance and understanding.  
 
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLET-
TER ADVERTISEMENTS 
Each USPO recognized mailing address in the district re-
ceives a printed copy of the FTSD newsletter once a month 
during the school year.  Again this school year the district 
will sell advertising to help defray the cost to the district.  
For a nominal fee advertisers would reach each USPO 
recognized mailing address in the district once a month 
during the school year to inform all the school district resi-
dents about their business or an upcoming event.  Fees 
vary depending on size of ad.  For example, West Valley 
Community Council buys a full page in each newsletter to 
post its agenda.  They pay $50.00 per newsletter for a total 
of $500.00 per year (10 newsletters).  The fees go towards 
the cost of the newsletter during the 2021-2022 school 
year.  Contributions will also be gratefully accepted.  If 

you would like to learn more about the paid advertising 
option or to make a contribution to keep the newsletter 
going, contact Les Meyer at 626-2600. 

 
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR IS IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER  

 
SCHOOL OFFICES 
Our building secretaries and principals returned to school 
in mid-August.  If you are new to the district and have not 
registered your child for classes, please contact the school 
office to set up a time to come in and complete the paper-
work.  Please bring with you a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate, immunization record and report card from last 
year.  This will help to expedite the process.   

 
THE K-12 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR 2021-
2022 

The Frenchtown K-12 administrative staff for 
2021-2022: 
Jodi Hall - Elementary Principal,  
Riley Devins - Intermediate Principal/Director 
of Academic Services, 
Aaron Griffin – Middle School Principal,  
Jake Haynes – FHS Principal,  
Kipp Lewis – FHS Assistant Principal/Activities 
Director, 
Jennifer Demmons – Special Services Coordina-
tor, 
Les Meyer – Superintendent. 
We are looking forward to a great 2021-2022 
school year. 
 
DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT STUDENT AT-
TENDANCE APPLICATIONS WILL BE PLACED 
ON A WAITING LIST 
At this point the FTSD is closed to accepting out of 
district students. This district will accept applications 
to be placed on a waiting list in the event something 
changes. There are specific rules about the ac-
ceptance of nonresident students.  The first one is 
that an application must be filled out (which includes 
a request for student records) Next, a form from the 
Office of Public Instruction (OPI) called the FP-14 
needs to be completed.  Except as otherwise provid-
ed by law, admission to the District as a nonresident 
student would be a privilege.  The Board, recogniz-
ing that an educational requirement of its resident 
students includes the need for an orderly educational 
process and environment, established criteria for the 
discretionary admission of nonresident students.  
Please contact a building principal for more infor-
mation. 
 
BUS TRANSPORTATION 
The Transportation Director(s), Tucker Eslinger and Jime 
Benitez and Infinite Campus Wizard, Tammy Blanchard 
are working hard to get bus route times established. Trans-
portation software is being utilized; however, kinks within 
the new system and Infinite Campus are being worked out.  
No matter what, parents will be informed as soon as possi-
ble, even if we have to do the bus route populating by 
hand. Parents and students will be informed by email in via 

Infinite Campus of what bus their child will ride, the loca-
tion of the bus stop, and the pick-up and drop-off times.  If 
you are new to the district and do not know what bus your 
child(ren) will ride on, once you register them for school 
you should receive the bus transportation information by 
mail.  If you do not, please contact Jime Benitez at 626-
2610 in the transportation office to get the bus schedules.  
Also, the 2021-2022 routes have been updated and are in 
this newsletter as well as being posted on the school web-
site at www.ftsd.org.  There may be a few other minor 
adjustments due to new riders or in an effort to improve 
service, but for the most part, returning students will ride 
the same bus route as last year.   

 
FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH AGAIN THIS 
YEAR  
The Frenchtown School District will once again be offer-
ing free breakfast and lunch for enrolled students. This 
opportunity is being provided through the USDA Seamless 
Summer Program.  

 
SUMMER MAINTENANCE  CUSTODIAL PAINT-
ING  CREW & IT 
The summer crew absolutely got after both campuses this 
summer. If you get the chance, please thank and/or compli-
ment them for their work. The hallways look awesome, 
classrooms are spotless, several areas inside and outside 
have been painted, the grounds are looking wonderful, 
technology infrastructure upgraded, technology devices are 
being deployed, and several maintenance issues have been 
addressed and resolved. The summer was a whirlwind 
around here and the campuses are looking great.  We still 
have work to do, but a great effort by all for sure.  

 
PARKING IN THE LOOPS 
The parking loops in front of the High School and the In-
termediate Buildings have been painted in certain areas as 
designated fire lanes and handicapped parking. Please do 
not park in those restricted areas. 
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 Fall activities are currently underway and the HS is 

open for business (minus the educators). 

 Wednesday, August 25th - First school day for 

freshman, new and exchange students. 

 Thursday, August 26th – the first day of school for 

all students (9-12).  

 Thursday, September 13th – SCHOOL PICTURES!  

 Parent Teacher Conferences, November 3-4 

 

 

 

 
Kipp Lewis Assistant Principal/Athletic Director 
Kipp was born and raised in Hamilton, MT, growing up 

with both parents in the education field. He completed his 

B.S. and M.S. at Montana State University-Bozeman with 

degrees in broad field science and a masters in mathemat-

ics, completing his education with an administrative en-

dorsement from MSU-Northern. He started his educational 

career teaching mathematics at Wood River High School in 

Idaho before returning to Hamilton to teach and coach for 5 

years. From Hamilton he moved to the Ruby Valley to 

teach Math and Science and coach High School in Sheri-

dan and Ennis. Kipp spent 6 years as the Assistant Princi-

pal at Havre High School. Kipp now enters his 6th year at 

Frenchtown High School. Kipp and his wife Robyn and 

their three daughters are proud to call Frenchtown home. 

Kipp loves anything the great outdoors in MT has to offer 

and spending time with his very busy family.  

Billie Warner Administra-
tive Assistant 
I am married with four amaz-
ing boys. My husband's name 
is Marc and my boys' names 
are Elijah, John, Dillon and 
Jordan. We have two boys 
off to college, one in high 
school and the youngest is a 
8th grader in the Middle 
School. Each is uniquely 
awesome in their own special 
way. I absolutely love being 
a mom. 

I am in my 6th year as the 
High School Secretary. I certainly look forward to and am 
honored to be part of an amazing family and team here at 
Frenchtown School District. I have enjoyed working with 
the District Office Staff, Mr. Jake Haynes, Mr. Kipp Lewis, 
Nicole Day, High School teachers/staff and each and every 
one that is employed and part of the Frenchtown School 
District #40 team. I am excited to see what the future holds 
for Frenchtown and our little, but quickly growing commu-
nity. We are FRENCHTOWN! 

Nicole Day Administrative Assistant 

I was born and raised in 

Southern Montana.  My hus-

band Bryan and I feel so 

lucky to be able to raise our 

family in such an amazing 

community.  We have two 

boys, Brooks an 8th grader 

and Blake a 4th grader, who 

keep us very busy!  When 

we are not running our boys 

around to the different sport-

ing events, we enjoy spend-

ing our time outdoors enjoy-

ing all of what Montana has 

to offer.  

Back to School Information 

It's time for school again! I hope everyone has had a fun 

and productive summer. The Frenchtown High School 

faculty and staff are excited to be working with you as we 

begin the 2021-2022 school year! This year we welcome 

several new teachers to the high school. The Science de-

partment welcomes Ms. Madie Moore, the Business de-

partment welcomes Ms. Ryan Goris, the Industrial Tech-

nology department welcomes Mr. Louis Reynolds and the 

Family Consumer Science welcomes Ms. Jolene O’Neal. 

Please welcome these outstanding educators to our school 

and community. Watch for their biographies in the upcom-

ing newsletters. 

Wednesday, August 25
th School begins for FRESHMEN, 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS, and NEW STUDENTS ON-

LY.  This is meant to be an orientation session for these 

students. Students will be introduced to educators, take 

school tours, hear about school rules and policies, run 

through a shortened class schedule, and have some fun 

Jake Haynes Principal 

I grew up in Fairfield, Montana. My wife Rachel and I 
have four children and are thankful to call Frenchtown 
home. We enjoy being in the outdoors and participating in 
our four children’s lives. I have a Master’s degree in 
school counseling and a school administration degree from 
the University of Montana. This is my 15th year in French-
town. I believe learning should be fun and exciting. I know 
with all of us working together we can make this a very 
successful school year. I consider it very important that 
you take an active role in your child's education. You are 
invited to call (626-2670), e-mail (haynesj@ftsd.org), or 
visit the school any time that you have a question concern-
ing your child's progress or if you just want to stop by and 
say “Hi.” I consider it a great privilege and responsibility 
to be your child's principal this year, and look forward to 
working with each of you.  
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2021-2022 HIGH SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE 

fun time with high school mentors.  

Our first full day of school grades 9-12 is scheduled to 

begin at 8:20 a.m. on Thursday, August 26
th.  

Early Out/Early Release Bell Schedule 

  

P1   8:20-9:15                              

P2 9:20-10:15   

P3 10:20-11:15                              

P4 11:20-12:15    

Lunch 12:15 Dismiss 12:33                             

High School Web Page and Infinite Campus Access 

Frenchtown High School has its own webpage! Go to the 

Frenchtown School District Webpage (ftsd.org) click on 

the “menu” tab then click High School. Here you will find 

our daily announcements, lunch menu, handbooks and our 

activities schedules. You can access your student’s grades 

and attendance at any time via the Frenchtown School 

District website (ftsd.org). The link to the Infinite Campus 

Parent/Student portal site is located on the top of the home 

page as well as the main page of the High School. Click on 

the link and then enter your I.D. and password to see a 

current grade report. If you do not have a copy of the ac-

cess codes please call the high school office. Grades are 

updated at least one time per week. If you have a questions 

or a concern regarding a grade please contact the teacher.  

E-mail is the most effective way to communicate with 

our teachers as there are no phones in the classrooms. 

All e-mail addresses are available on our website. It’s 

important to be involved! 

 
Student Parking 
All students must park in the west parking lots. Students 
then must walk to the main high school entrance. Driving 
in front of the school buildings is not an option. This 
part of the campus driveway system is intended for school 
bus loading/unloading and is a one-way road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Parking in the Loop 

The loop in front of the 

high school needs to remain 

free and clear of all vehi-

cles. This area is a designat-

ed fire lane and parking in 

the loop is prohibited. 

 

School Busses 

Bussing information is found on the school district web-

site: ftsd.org under the transportation heading. 

STUDENT BREAKFAST AND HOT LUNCH PRO-
GRAM BEGIN ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 

absent, please call the Frenchtown High School office at 

(406) 626-2670 to report the absence and reason for the 

absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick).  The office 

has voice mail 24/7.  Both On-line and students attending 

school on site are expected to call the office when a child is 

sick or will not be in school. 

**Sick Children – During the 2021-2022 school year 

FTSD is asking parents and students to monitor themselves 

closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not feeling well/

has a fever please keep them home for the safety and well-

being of our students, staff, and community at Frenchtown 

Schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2021-2022 academic year will be an adventure for all 
of us! The Frenchtown High School bands, choirs and per-
cussion ensemble are scheduled to perform at a Disney 
Theme Park this coming spring! 
 
As a tradition going back to 2010, the FHS bands have 
traveled to Anaheim, CA every four years to perform, at-
tend a workshop, and enjoy the parks. Groups are accepted 
through an audition process. 

 In the past, we have traveled from Frenchtown to 
Anaheim via motor coach, leaving in the evening and 
arriving the next afternoon – with no overnight stays. 
This is no longer an option. 

We have crunched the numbers and have calculated we 
could fly to California, charter local busses and still stay 
close to the original quote of $1,000 per student.  

 Included in this estimate is transportation, meals, 
(except those in the park), a trip to the beach, an even-
ing at Medieval Times, workshop fees and a great 
discount on a 3-day Park Hopper Ticket. This also 
includes the travel of one chaperone per 6 students. 

Due to Covid 19, there is a twist. As of yet, Disney Califor-
nia is not accepting applications or auditions. They are non
-committal regarding when they expect to do so. 
 
Walt Disney World, in Orlando, Florida, is accepting appli-
cations. Crunching the numbers, traveling to Florida, via 
plane, will cost approximately $1250 per student.  

 All of our time would be spent in the parks, with no 
travel to the beach or an outside event. Included in 
this amount is airfare, all ground transportation, four 
nights at a Disney motel, workshop fees, a 3-day Park 
Hopper Ticket, light breakfast at the motel and a cred-
it for either lunch or dinner at a counter service restau-
rant each day in the parks. The students would also 
have a once in a lifetime opportunity to perform at 
Walt Disney World in front of an international audi-
ence! 

We will have a MANDATORY parent informational meet-
ing on Tuesday, August 31 at 6:00pm in the High School 
Auditorium. It is crucial that a parent or guardian of any 
student who is considering the trip attends. Students are 
encouraged to attend as well. We will need a solid confir-
mation as to whether or not your student will travel no later 
than Sept. 3, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday May 29th at 1 
p.m.  
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High School Counseling 

Ready, set, go… another school year approaches quickly! 
The counseling department is excited about the 2021-2022 
school year.    

The counselors will continue to meet with each grade level 
multiple times throughout the year in advisory groups.  
This helps us ensure that each member of the class re-
ceives important information about testing, post-secondary 
information, scholarships, mental health and much more.   

Just a reminder that school counselors are here to assist all 
students in the following three domains: academic, career, 
and personal/ social.  The counselors also work closely 
with administration, teachers, and parents to help students 
get the most from their high school experience.  If parents 
have any questions or concerns about their student’s high 
school experience please feel free to contact us. 

The high school counseling department will be different 
this year.   We have two full time counselors and they will 
be working with specific grade levels. 

Beth Terzo (406) 626-2719 email: terzob@ftbroncs.org 

Class of 2023 and Class of 2025 

Robyn Richardson (406) 626- 2718 email: RobynRichard-
son@ftbroncs.org  

 Class of 2022 and Class of 2024 

Schedules!  Schedules! And Schedules! 

If students are on campus, freshmen and new students will 
receive a copy of their schedule during orientation.  All 
other students should view their schedule through the 
Infinite Campus portal.  Students wishing to print their 
schedules can do so using the counseling center or library 
computers.  Counselors will make schedule changes dur-
ing the first week of school for the following reasons only: 

 A required class is missing 

 There is an open class period in the student’s sched-
ule 

 The student is changing into/out of an honors class 

Montana Digital Academy 
Online classes through Montana Digital Academy are no 
longer provided for free.   Our fall registration deadline for 
MTDA original credit classes is September 3rd.  

On June 14, 2021, the MTDA Governing Board exercised 
its authority granted by MCA 20-7-1202 to begin cost-
sharing with districts in fall 2021. The legislature contin-
ues to provide an appropriation to MTDA at the level 
established in 2015.  
Below are the costs associated with MTDA classes.  
Please see your grade level counselor regarding enroll-
ment.  Payment for the course is due before you can regis-
ter. 

 $123 per semester enrollment for original credit  

 $61.50 per quarter enrollment for credit recovery . 
 If you successfully complete credit recovery you will 
be reimbursed the 61.50 per quarter 
This fee represents only a small portion of the overall 
cost of each student enrollment in MTDA courses. 
MTDA online courses are taught by Montana public 
school teachers and contain all of the digital learning 
assets students will need to complete assignments and 
prepare for assessments. Students are supported by the 
MTDA instructional team which includes our teachers, 
MTDA Help Desk, and on-demand homework help and 
tutoring.   

Testing Information 
Testing dates, price and registration information for the 
ACT and SAT can be found online at act.org and colleg-
ereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat. 

Reminder: Frenchtown will host the ACT test free of 
charge for all juniors in the spring.   

Sophomores will be offered the chance to take the Pre-
ACT for free in spring. 

SAT subject tests are also available.  Check your universi-
ty admission requirements to see if you need to register for 
a subject test.  It is better to take any necessary subject test 
soon after you have completed the high school course.  
For example, if you need to take the chemistry subject 
test, it is best to take the test toward the end of or after 
completing chemistry while the material is fresh in your 
mind. 

The PSAT will be offered on October 13th. The cost is 
$18.00.  Students should sign up and pay in the high 
school office by September 15th if they are interested in 
taking the PSAT.  Fee waivers are available to juniors 
only. The PSAT is the qualifying test for the National 
Merit Scholarship; this qualification only applies to the 
juniors who take the PSAT.  Many sophomores and fresh-
men take the test for practice.   

 
As the beginning of school approaches, the counseling 
department wants to offer a few tips taken from 
https://teens.lovetoknow.com/Category:Teen_Health to 
help students get prepared for a wonderful year. 

Don't just assume a great year is going to fall into your 
lap. You have to work to make it happen. Whether you're 
already super organized or you like to procrastinate until 
the very last minute - the time to plan ahead is before 
school starts. Use specific strategies to help you not only 
stay afloat during the school year, but really thrive. 

Get Plenty of Rest 
Having an adequate amount of sleep is imperative to a 
successful high school career. Students who tend to sleep 
less than eight hours a night may not be as awake or alert 
during the day. In addition to needing rest to focus on 
school work, if you plan to participate in after-school ac-
tivities or sports, you will need to rest up to do your best. 

Eat Breakfast and Lunch 
Always start your school days off with a healthy breakfast 
to get you through the day until lunch. Even if you are not 

a big breakfast eater, consider eating a protein bar or 
smoothie to stave off hunger. If you tend to eat later in the 
morning, you may want to carry a small snack to munch 
on between classes before lunch.  If you do not like the 
school lunch, you can pack lunch to take to school. This 
way you have exactly the kind of food you enjoy. 

Keep Your Locker Organized 
There are several types of locker organization systems 
available. Choose a shelving system that allows you to 
store your books and folders in an upright position. This 
will be especially helpful for when you are rushing to your 
locker between classes.  In addition, hang a magnetic, dry 
erase board on the inside door to help you keep track of 
the day's to-do list. 

Organize Classes with Binders 
Purchase color-coded binders to use for each class. This 
will not only help when you are looking in your locker for 
a specific class, but you can also store all the class notes in 
one area without mixing them up with another class. 
Choose binders with a clear front sleeve that allows you to 
display a weekly class calendar. 
Talk with People 
There is no reason to be shy with new people. Whether 
you are returning to high school, or you are new, talk with 
the people around you. Look to your left and right, and 
meet the people on either side of your locker - they'll be 
there all year long. In addition to making friends, talking 
with people may help you with class work and trying out 
for sports. 

Get Involved 
Look at the list of after school sports and clubs available 
to you. Pick something that interests you, and join the 
team. This not only looks good on your college resume, 
but it is a great way to meet people, exercise your brain or 
body and show your school spirit. 

Create a Homework Area 
Assign a place at home that is your designated homework 
area. This area should be off-limits to anyone besides you 
during your designated homework time. Choose an area 
that is free of distractions, such as a desk in your room or 
dining room table, so you can concentrate on school work. 

Before the First Day 

Before heading out the first day of school, take a moment 
to breathe. Your high school years will fly past and soon 
you will be heading off to college. Take time to meet new 
people, participate in after school activities and study 
hard. Good luck! 
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Required Immunization Documentation : 

In accordance with State Immunization Law, Frenchtown Public Schools re-
quire all children to be fully immunized prior to entering school. On or before 
the first day of school, parents must present to school officials: 

 signed (or stamped and dated) documentation from a health care provider 
indicating that the child has been immunized OR 
 

 a State of Montana Certificate of Immunization (blue form) which has been 
signed by a physician, health officer or designee, and indicates the month, date 
and year that the child has received the required immunizations. 
 
Parents may choose to file an affidavit of exemption from Montana's immuniza-
tion law because their religious teachings oppose immunization. An affidavit of 
exemption form can be obtained in any of the school offices. A new affidavit 
for your child must be signed, sworn to, and notarized yearly. 

Please note: If your child has a medical or religious exemption, for their safety 
and to reduce the spread of illness, they will be excluded from school as di-
rected by local health officers if they have been or may be exposed to the dis-
eases specified by state immunization school requirements. 
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August 2021 Newsletter – 

The school building is in tip-top shape thanks to the custo-
dial staff at FMS!  We will be ready to greet the students 
at the Open House on Monday, August 23, 2021 from 
3:30 to 5:30 pm (Please do not bring school supplies at 
this time).  School starts officially on Wednesday, August 
25 at 8:20 am to 3:27 pm. 

As we enter our third school year of CoVid-19 we have to 
maintain the flexibility/understanding to change and adapt 
very quickly in the educational world.  We will do our 
very best to keep you informed in these decisions moving 
forward keeping student/staff safety a top priority. 

Making the best – BETTER!  Please email or call me if 
you have any questions/concerns. 

Proud FMS Principal, 

Aaron Griffin 

Principal 

Frenchtown Middle School  

aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org/626-2650 

 

Middle School Office Hours 

We are very lucky to have Cindy Felton returning to the 
front office.  Ms. Felton is here to help you with your 
school related questions.  Ms. Felton makes amazing 
things happen for the students of Frenchtown Middle 
School!   Please feel free to contact the Middle School 
Office at 626-2650 regarding any questions you may have. 

Middle School Office Hours:  Daily 7:30 am to 4:00 
pm. 

If your son/daughter is absent for any reason please 
notify the Middle School Office by 9:00 am 
daily. 

Going Green— 

In a continued effort to save paper and extra expenses, our 
parent and student handbook will be placed online at 
www.ftsd.org.  Parents and students can access this by 
going to the district website selecting public documents on 
the left side and then select Middle School Handbook.  
However, if you would like a hard copy of the 2021-2022 
student handbook please stop by the Middle School Office 
at any time!  The school website is an amazing tool that 
will help keep you linked to school events, activities, 
school supply lists, and individual teacher websites/
emails. 
 

 

Breakfast and Lunch is “Free” this year for FMS stu-
dents 

 Breakfast and lunch is “free” this year for FMS stu-

dents 

 Parents still need to complete the Free/Reduced 

Breakfast and Lunch Application.  Please contact the 
Middle School Office at 626-2650 for this applica-
tion. 

 Just a reminder FMS is a Nut Free School --- We will 

have designated safe lunchroom/classroom areas for 
students with nut allergies to sit at with their peers. 

Shots for Incoming 7
th

 Grade  

Incoming 7th Grade Remind-

er: Montana State Law re-
quires any child enrolled in a 
Montana public school must 
have the following immuniza-
tions before entering the 7th 
grade: ***1 dose of Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, and Pertussis (Tdap) 
booster before entering 7th 
grade (Tdap is required to pro-
tect against whooping cough).  

You will need to have your child immunized before the 
start of the 7th grade year. Please provide the office with 
documentation from the health provider of the booster and 
the date that it was given. You may FAX documentation 
to the middle school office at (406) 626-2654. Exemptions 
to this law for religious or medical reasons will require an 
exemption form signed by the parent/guardian and be 
notarized. 

Meet the NEW Middle School Staff  

Greetings! My name is Emi-
ly Ketcherside and I am 
from Orofino, Idaho. I ob-
tained my Bachelors in Ele-
mentary Education (K-8th) 
with an endorsement in 
Special Education (K-12th) 
at Lewis-Clark State Col-
lege. If I am not in school, I 
am usually hanging out with 
friends and family. My fa-
vorite hobbies are reading, 
hiking, camping, fishing, 
four-wheeling, and swim-
ming. One fun fact about me 
is that I can name all of my 
teachers from pre-K all the 
way through college and say one good thing about them 
and how they have made a positive impact in my life. I 
have always wanted to be a teacher and to work with chil-
dren. I want to enhance the educational experience of each 
student beyond the status quo, much like my teachers did 
for me. I want to be a positive role model for children so 
they can become leaders in their communities.  

 

 

 

Hello!  My name is Rae-Ann 
Beaulieu (pronounced like 
Baloo, the Jungle Book Char-
acter).  Similar to Baloo, I’ve 
been known to be a little zany 
and bust out my dance moves 
while walking down the hall, 
as a reminder to let loose 
sometimes and remind my-
self of the bare necessities of 
life.  I come to Frenchtown 
Middle School after working 
7 years with MCPS in a vari-
ety of positions, the last of 
which was Library Media 
Assistant at Big Sky High 

School.  As a graduate from the University of Montana, I 
earned my BA in Elementary Education in 2000…. Yes, 
I’m that old, but I swear I don’t act it!  Currently, I am 
working on my capstone for an MEd in Learning and 
Technology.  One area of study that I am very passionate 
about and research in my free time is child brain develop-
ment and the physiological/psychological effects of stress 
and anxiety.  In my spare time I like to go running and 
hiking with my dog, or work on home improvement pro-
jects that include repurposing old unwanted items.  I also 
dabble in photography…I’m, for sure, just a hobbyist, 
though.  I am a proud mother of two beautiful teenage 
daughters that are the light of my life, and Hank, our res-
cue pup.  Joining the Frenchtown Team is an exciting new 
adventure and I look forward to this next chapter in my 
career!! 

Meet the 6
th

 Grade Staff 

Welcome to 6
th

 Grade!!! 

From left to right: Mr. Robbins, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Job, Mr. 
Yeager 

Mr. Robbins 

                 Greetings and welcome to 6th grade!! I am 
super excited to enter my 5th year in Frenchtown teaching 
6th grade.  I also serve as a High School Boys’ Basketball 
and Football coach and help with Junior High Track in the 
spring.  My name is Brandon Robbins and prior to French-
town, I spent two years teaching 3rd grade in Meeteetse, 
WY, and also served as the Head Boys’ Basketball 
coach.  Originally from Columbus, MT, I have four broth-
ers and come from educational roots.  I played college 
basketball and earned degrees at Miles Community Col-
lege and the University of Jamestown.  I also recently 
earned a Master’s degree from the University of Mon-
tana.  I am an avid sports fan, with the Florida Gators 
being my favorite team. I also enjoy being outside, wheth-
er it's fishing, hiking, biking, running, golfing, or anything 
else fun and active.   I could not be happier or more excit-
ed to be living and doing what I’m truly passionate for in 
this part of Montana. 

Mrs. Clark 

                 My name is Kendra Clark.  I am the 6th grade 
social studies teacher.  This year is be my 15th year teach-
ing, and it is my 9th year with 6th graders. I am originally 
from Billings, MT. After graduating from high school, I 
attended the University of Montana and studied elemen-
tary education. I have taught in Billings, Anchor-
age, AK, and I am excited to begin my third year in 
Frenchtown with all of you. I am looking forward to get-
ting to know you and spending our school year together! 
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Mr. Yeager 

My name is Tim Yeager and I was born in raised here in 
Montana. I teach 6th grade math here in Frenchtown and 
also coach High School Golf and High School Girls Bas-
ketball. I love my job! In my free time I love to be outside 
hunting and fishing with my dog Sage! I love the chal-
lenge of teaching math because it is so important in our 
everyday lives! My favorite part of teaching is watching 
students learn and progress throughout the year!  

Mrs. Job (pronounced Jobe 

Welcome to Room J108! This is where you’ll be for read-
ing. I’m originally from Shepherd, Montana, but have 
lived in Missoula for the past 4 years. I graduated from 
Montana State University (GO CATS) with a degree in 
education and a minor in reading. This is my fourth year 
teaching 6th grade at Frenchtown, and I am also the head 
Volleyball coach for the Broncs. I absolutely love this 
school and community! When I’m not teaching I enjoy 
hiking, playing with my dog, Timber, reading, All MS 
athletes will be required to pay the $30.00 activity fee. 

Schedules have been posted on the www.ftsd.org 
website for Middle School Activities. 

6th graders can participate in Cross Country 

 

 Coaches are as follows: 

Football: Bill Boudreaux, Allen McCarty, Jesse Mecham, 
Tony Davisbillboudreaux@ftbroncs.org (contact) 

Volleyball:  Ryann Rugg, Mariah Harvey, Casey Matter, 
Robyn Richardson robynrichardon@ftbroncs.org  
(contact) 

X-Country:  Julia Crocker juliacrocker@ftbroncs.org 
(contact) 

Soccer:  Kirsten Gyapay, Jess Yeager kirsteng-
yapay@ftbroncs.org (contact) 

Frenchtown Middle School 

2021-2022 

Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 

Welcome to Frenchtown Middle School!   

School Day   

 

 First bell rings at 8:10 a.m.  

 Day Begins @ 8:20 a.m.  

 Day Ends @ 3:27 p.m.  
Below are some important tips for parents/guardians (but 
are subject to change due to COVID19). 
After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your child 
have communicated after-school arrangements, the office 
does not need to know about these ar rangements.  Ex-
ample:  if a parent/guardian conveyed to their child they 
will pick them up after school and they will not be riding 
the bus, the office does not need to know.  (2) Last minute 
after school changes must be communicated to the office 
by 2:00 p.m.   We will have more flexibility with after 
school arrangements/communications as we are asking 
our community to help transport students to and from 
school on a regular basis again this academic year. 
 
Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 
absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School office at 
(406) 626-2650 to report the absence and reason for the 
absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick).  The of-
fice has voice mail 24/7.   

Sick Children – During the 2021-2022 school year, FTSD 
is asking parents and students to monitor themselves 
closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not feeling 
well/has a fever, please keep them home for the safety and 
well-being of our students, staff, and community at 
Frenchtown Schools. 

Backpacks – Backpacks will be allowed in classrooms 
this academic year.  

 Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not transport 
children to friend’s houses.  School bus transportation is 
limited to the safe transportation of students to and from 
their homes, daycare providers for younger students, and 
school sponsored events such as team sports and field 
trips.  All transportation requests must be submitted to the 
office by 2:00 p.m.  Bus drivers will not accept notes writ-
ten by parent/guardian.  Please limit these requests this 
academic year!  It is extremely important that we keep 
our bus routes safe and not overcrowd them with stu-
dents. 

Cell Phones – Each grade level team will have a cell 
phone collection policy at the beginning of the academic 
day for each homeroom.  Students should not have their 
cell phones in their clothing.  Cell phones are not to be 
used at lunch/recess.  We will allow students to come to 
the office and use their cell phone to call parents during 
the academic day.  If you need to talk to your student, 
please call the Middle School Office at 626-2650. 

Daily Announcements - The announcements (“Bronc 
Com”) are posted daily on the website.   

www.ftsd.org 

Menu 

Our Schools 

Middle School (6-8) 

Bronc Com (Daily Announcements) 

Click on the Date 

Face Masks -  Are recommended but not required this 
academic year. 

 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal - If you want to keep 
abreast of your child’s academic progress and have not 
signed up for the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal, 
please contact the office for the instructions.  As a parent, 
you can access all of your children’s information once you 
have signed in. 

Lockers – Students will have assigned lockers.  For the 
safety of all students, locks must be on student lockers and 
locked at all times.  If a student loses a lock, they will be 
required to purchase a new lock for $10.00 in the office.  
A receipt will be given for the purchase.  We are asking 
students to use lockers for band instruments, coats, 
practice gear, and to carry the majority of their sup-
plies in their backpacks.  There will be no sharing or 
changing of assigned lockers. 

Lunch Recess – No food or drink outside.  No cell phones 
outside.  Students are to stay within the recess boundaries 
– lawn area outside the middle school, and basketball 
court.  Snowball throwing is prohibited. No tackle football 
is allowed at recess. 

Medication – If your child must take medication of any 
kind during school hours, a parent/guardian must: 

Fill out and return to the office a “Permission for Pre-
scribed and Over-the-Counter Medication” form.  
This “blue” form is located in the office. 

All medication, in its original bottle and with the prescrip-
tion information on it, must be delivered directly to the 
office by the parent/guardian and will be kept in the office.   

Medications may not be transported back and forth on the 
bus. 

Any remaining medication left in a container must be 
picked up by the parent.  If not picked up by the 
parent/guardian, it will be disposed of. 

Physical Education (PE) – No food, drink, gum, per-
fume, or aerosols in the gym/locker room.    No jewelry is 
to be worn.  A student is allowed one parent excuse note 
per quarter to sit out of a PE class.  Thereafter, a student 
must have a provider /doctor ’s note and it must be turned 
in to the office.  If a student has had activity restrictions 
from a provider/doctor, a release back into gym will be 
required and must be turned in to the office.  All PE will 
be done outside, as much as possible, during the first quar-
ter of school. 

Removal of Student During School Day - According to 
School Board Policy 3440P, if you need your child to be 
picked up by someone other than yourself 
(parent/guardian), please notify the office in writing of 
who will be picking up and signing out your child during 
the school day.  A child’s emergency contact may not 
check out a child without the child’s parent/guardian giv-
ing the office prior approval.  For the safety of your child, 
this rule is enforced!  We will allow parents to call the 
office and come to the main Middle School Office door 
and we will bring the sign-out sheet to you.  

School Supplies – The school supply lists (one for 6th 
grade and one for 7th & 8th grade) are located in the left 
hand organizer outside the Middle School office door or 
online at (www.ftsd.org), Menu, Our Schools, Middle 
School, Documents.  Please replenish supplies on an as 
needed basis. 

Sports Forms – All students participating in Middle 
School sports must have the following form on file in the 
Middle School office before par ticipating in any spor t 
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must have the following form on file in the Middle 
School office before par ticipating in any spor t in the 
Middle School: 

A current sports physical – must be conducted AFTER 
May 1, 2021.  The sports physical must be turned in to 
the Middle School office and uploaded to Dragonfly. 

DragonFly:  The following two documents (Student-
Athlete & Parent/Legal Guardian Concussion Statement 
(one per year) AND Athletic Parent Permission Form 
(one per year – covers all sports) must be done on-line at 
Dragonfly: 

 You must use a computer/laptop to first set up your 
DragonFly account. 

 Download the DragonFly Max app from the App 
Store or Google Play.  Or visit dragonflymax.com 
and click ‘Log In/Sign up’ to get started.  Tap ‘Get 
Started’ and ‘Sign Up for Free’ then follow the 
prompts to create your Parent account with your 
own email address.  Note: Please do not create an 
account with your child’s name or contact infor-
mation – you will get the chance to add your child.   

 Verify your account with the verification ID sent to 
your email address.  

 Tap ‘Connect to your school’ to select ‘Parent’ as 
your role and search for your child’s school 
(Frenchtown 6-8).  

 After selecting your child’s school, tap ‘Join’ to 
request access.  An administrator at your school will 
approve your request.   

 Tap ‘Set up your children’ and follow the prompts 
to add your kid(s) and fill out their participation 
forms.  

A one-time $30.00 participation fee per student may be 
paid on RevTrack (www.ftsd.org, Payment, Activity & 
Sports Participation Fees) or paid in the Middle School 
office.  This fee covers all activities, and provides a pass 
to all High School and Middle School athletic events.   

Staff Email - When emailing a school staff member, 
remember to put “Go Broncs,” in the subject line.  This 
assures the email will go through the district’s SPAM 
filter to the correct staff member.  EX:  aarongrif-
fin@ftbroncs.org  

Principal Aaron Griffin – aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org(406) 
626-2650(406) 626-2654 (FAX) 

6
th

 Grade Band Notice  

We invite your child to participate in band this coming 
year!  Frenchtown Middle School will offer beginning 
band to 6th graders during the 2021-2022 school year.  
All instruction is geared towards absolute beginners and 
takes place as a class during the regular school day.  In-
struments that your child may study include the flute, the 
clarinet, the saxophone, the trumpet and the trombone.  
Students who wish to study percussion must audition at 
the beginning of the school year, as we are limited to the 
number of percussion spots that are available. This is the 
only opportunity that your child will have to begin a 
band instrument at Frenchtown Schools. 

Students must provide their own instruments for partici-
pation in band.  Most good music stores offer a rent-to-

buy plan.  We highly endorse this method of obtaining an 
instrument. We have a limited number of school instru-
ments that may be rented at an affordable cost to fami-
lies-in-need. Please contact Mr. Nelson at the Middle 
School for more information. We NEVER turn away 
students due to finances! 

 IT IS CRUCIAL THAT EACH STUDENT HAS A 
QUALITY BAND INSTRUMENT.  Discount store 
instruments are inferior in quality. We HIGHLY discour-
age the purchase of Amazon Brand instruments. Names 
include Mendini, Cecilio, First Act, P-Bone and P-
Trumpet, D’Luca, Jean Paul, and Eastrock.  These instru-
ments are made very poorly, and are often unplayable, 
even brand new. Technicians rarely work with such in-
struments due to the availability of parts and concern of 
damaging instruments due to inferior construction.  An 
instrument must be in good working condition in or-
der for a student to succeed! 

A mandatory Beginning Band parents’ meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 31 at 6:00 p.m., in the French-
town Middle School Commons. The Frenchtown music 
faculty will host Morgenroth Music. Instruments will be 
available for rent or purchase at this event.  

If you will be using a pre-owned instrument that is in 
your possession, please bring it to the meeting.  Most 
used instruments will require a minimal amount of 
maintenance.  Our music staff would be happy to assist 
in assessing the condition of your instrument. 

Students need to have a working instrument no later than 
Wednesday, September 1.   If an instrument cannot be 
obtained by that date, please contact Mr. Nelson or Mr. 
Sheerin at the middle school. 

Band provides many wonderful opportunities and life-
skills that will make their overall educational experience 
much richer.  We look forward to meeting you! 

Sincerely, 

Mr. John Nelson & Mr. David Sheerin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2021-2022 school year is finally here and with it 
comes many opportunities for kids of all ages. The staff 
at Frenchtown is ready to give your kids the opportunity 
to learn in a positive, fun and academic environment.  At 
Frenchtown Intermediate we will continue to strive for 
all students to feel; 

Safety- the freedom from fear and embarrassment, as 
well as the feeling of comfort and acceptance 

Success- challenging the successful accomplishment, or 
recognition of growth in things people value 

Love and Belonging- feeling included, valued, respected, 
and cared for 

Freedom and Independence- feeling that meaningful 
choices are available  

Fun and Enjoyment- engagement in either fun or enjoya-
ble experiences 

Valued Purpose- knowing and believing that what we’re 
doing fulfills a need, solves a problem, or serves a valua-
ble purpose 
(Spence Rodgers, 2012) 
We look forward to the opportunity to get to know all our 
new students and parents in the district as well as contin-
ue to build relationships with our current ones.  

Riley Devins 
Intermediate Principal (4-5)/ K-12 Director of Academic 
Services 
Frenchtown School District #40  
 

Start of Year Updates: 

Frenchtown Intermediate School a 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade 
building that builds on the foundations of Elementary 
School with a direction moving towards Middle 
School.  

4
th

 Grade: This year  4th grade students will have the 
opportunity to learn with their peers while rotating class-
rooms. Each teacher will be sharing with parents and 
student how the schedule looks for their 4th grade stu-
dents.  

5
th

 Grade: 5th Grade will be emulating a Middle School 
Schedule and all students will have 5 teachers throughout 
the course of each day. Students will still be assigned a 
homeroom teacher to start the day, but will move 
throughout the school during the school day.    

Parent Pickup and Drop Off/ Bus Drop off and 
Pickup: 
 
Professional Development Jimmy Casas: 
Three years ago Frenchtown School District #40 made 
the determination to move away from the Missoula Area 
Curriculum Consortium (MSAA) and build its own pro-
fessional development opportunities for teachers within 
the district and surrounding areas. This year Frenchtown 
School District is kicking off its school year with nation-
al presenter and acclaimed author Jimmy Casas. It is 
important that we are providing our teachers with the 
best and most current content right now and Jimmy 
Casas is just that. Other schools in the area are starting to 
see the opportunities that we are providing our teaching 
staff and are jumping on board to support in great profes-
sional development. Lolo, Bonner, Arlee and St. Ignatius 
will be bringing their teaching staffs to Frenchtown 
School District for the before school alternative PIR days 
on August 19th and 20th.  
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 NEW STAFF  

 We have a few new teachers that have joined our 
Intermediate (4-5) education team. Please welcome 
them officially to Frenchtown School District during 
the Open House!  

 
Bryon Bertollt (5

th
 Grade) 

 
As a graduate of Frenchtown 
and parent of students in the 
district, this valley holds a 
special place in my heart.  I 
have seen first-hand how the 
community supports the 
district and the amazing 
students that are the result. I 
am excited to be teaching 
5th grade Social Studies this 
year!  I was fortunate to 
work with many of the kids 
last year as a para educator 
and am looking forward to 
growing with them throughout the school year!  Go 
Broncs! 
 
Jessica Beers (Special Education) 

 
Hello! My name is Jessica Beers and 
I am a Special Education teacher. 
My major is in Elementary Educa-
tion with a Special Education en-
dorsement. I am from Missoula, MT 
born and raised. I am new to the 
Frenchtown district and ecstatic to 
be part of this community. When 
school is not in session, I spend a lot 
of time at Placid Lake, being out-
doors, and playing with my dog 
Tazzie who’s a German Shepard 
Husky. I am deeply devoted to edu-
cation and am motivated to work 
hard to create a positive and diverse 

learning environment for all of my students. I look forward 
to having a fantastic school year. 
 
Skye McCmaster (4

th
 Grade) 

 
My name is Ms. McMaster 
and I am very excited to join 
the 4th grade team at French-
town Intermediate School. I 
am thrilled to be your teach-
er next year and am looking 
forward to a year of learning 
and adventure. I can’t wait 
to get to know all of the 4th 
grade students, but first I 
will tell you more about 
myself. 
I was born in Great Falls, 
MT and graduated from 
Great Falls High School. I 
attended college at the Uni-
versity of Montana, Missoula and online at Concordia 
University - Portland. I have lived all over Montana and 
am looking forward to living in Missoula County again! I 
began my teaching career by teaching 1st grade in Colstrip, 
MT before moving to Ennis to work for Altacare for two 

years. I then moved to 3rd grade in St. Ignatius for two 
years followed by teaching 5th grade in Polson for two 
years.   
When I’m not at school I love exploring and hiking with 
my dogs, Honey and Luna. I’ve lived on the lake for al-
most 3 years now and can be found fishing, paddle board-
ing, or swimming. Now that I’m back in Missoula, I plan 
to spend all my time at the river. During the winter, I love 
snowboarding at as many of the Montana hills as possible. 
I played soccer my entire life and recently coached high 
school and U11. I also play rugby and love working out!  
 
Sadie Forte (3-5 Counseling) 
 
Hi! My name 
is Sadie Forte 
and I am thrilled 
to become a 
member of the 
Frenchtown 
community and 
join the School 
Counseling 
team. I will have 
the pleasure of 
working closely 
with grades 3-5 
and look for-
ward to meeting 
each and every one of your students. I believe that when 
given a safe and accepting environment, children become 
confident in using their own strengths to solve problems 
and find success. I am honored with the responsibility of 
creating this space and am eager to participate in a culture 
of growth and self-exploration. 
 
I graduated from the University of Montana with a Bache-
lor’s degree in Psychology and a Master’s in Counselor 
Education. This will be my second year working as a 
school counselor. I spent this past year at the Missoula 
Online Academy working with ninth and tenth graders. 
I was born and raised in Olympia, Washington and am 
confident in saying I do not miss the rain!! I moved to 
Montana about six years ago and absolutely love it here. 
 
I grew up playing a variety of sports like football, basket-
ball, and soccer and still enjoy these activities today. I am a 
big believer in getting up and moving your body to boost 
your physical and mental health. So, if you ever see me out 
at Recess, challenge me to a game of four-square! 
 
With a Minor in Creative Writing, I enjoy reading and 
writing fiction in my free time, especially mysteries and 
crime. I also love playing cards and solving riddles. 
 

Above all, I love meeting new people and look forward to 
working with all of you to make the 2021-2022 school year 
the best one yet!  
 
Sydney Kurpuis (5

th
 

Grade) 
Hello! My name is 
Sydney Kurpius and I 
will be joining the 5th 

grade team at French-
town Intermediate. I 
had a wonderful time 
with the Kindergarten 
team last year, but 
when the opportunity 
to be the 5th Grade 
Reading Teacher presented itself, I jumped at the 
chance.   
I am married to a wonderful man named Jesse, who works 
long hours for the Forest Service during fire season. We 
have two sons who are in 5th and 7th grade at Frenchtown 
and two cute dogs named Piper and Clark. When I am not 
in the classroom, you can find me operating as my kid’s 
chauffer, personal chef and maid. On the rare day off from 
those duties, I will escape to the mountains to find a 
backroad adventure.   
Thank you all for the amazing kids you send to school 
each day.  
 
Open House on Monday, August 23rd, 2021 from 
3:30pm to 5:00pm   

 
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ACCOUNTS  

All kids eat free this year, but it is still important for parent 
to fill out and turn in Free or Reduced applications located 
on the Frenchtown School District website www.FTSD.org
- click on Intermediate School, click on Documents, click 
on Free and Reduced- Price Meal Application 2021-2022, 
fill it out and send it to your child’s school.   
 

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF LOOPS  
If you drop-off/pick-up your children from school please 
use the west loop located right in front of the Intermediate 
School. Have your children ready to quickly exit the vehi-
cle so the next car can pull forward. If you drop-off /pick-
up your children please DO NOT use the East parking lot 
unless you have a Kindergarten or Early Kindergarten 
student. 
 

PARENT PORTAL  
Check the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal on the 
Frenchtown School District Website (www.ftsd.org) to 
monitor student grades transportation and behavior reports. 
If you are having trouble accessing the Parent Portal or are 
struggling get setup, contact Tammy Blanchard (406) 626-
2622 at the Intermediate office for further assistance. 
 

HOUSEHOLD CHANGES  
Many parents change residences or phone numbers during 
the summer months. If you have made changes please call 
and update the contact information for your child (626-
2622).  
 

VOLUNTEERISM  
Is a great way to be connected with Frenchtown Schools! If 
you would like to be a volunteer, please talk with your 
child’s teacher. Every volunteer must complete the French-
town School District Volunteer Form on an annual basis 
located in the Intermediate office. Parents do not have to 
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fill out the volunteer forms for approved classroom visits 
or special presentations. There will be more information 
on this program at the Open House on August 23, 2021. 
Raptor System When Entering the Building 
Frenchtown Intermediate has the Raptor Badger System 
in place for the 2021-2022 School Year. When parent(s)/
guardian(s)/visitor(s) come into the building, they must 
present their driver’s license to the front office and have a 
badge printed prior to proceeding into the hallway.  
Appointments With Teachers/Classroom Interrup-
tions   
When coming to the school to meet with a teacher, parent
(s)/guardian(s) must have an appointment with the teacher 
prior to heading into the classroom. Instructional time is 
very important and random arrivals in the classroom can 
interrupt instructional time and take from instructional 
flow. If a parent really needs to talk with a teachers please 
call and setup an appointment to speak with them during 
their next break or setup a meeting for a time that they are 
available.  
Requirements For Busses With Seatbelts 
On busses with seat belts, it is required that all students 
wear their seatbelt at all times. If they chose not to, or take 
it off mid-route, they will be written up. The district fol-
lows bus referral procedures regarding school discipline. 
When students do not wear seatbelts on a bus that has seat 
belts, it will be handled as a discipline issue and be han-
dled with a write-up. Students’ safety is important at 
Frenchtown School District and the district is taking steps 
to make transportation as safe as possible.  
5th Grade Band Showing Night- Morgenroth Music 
instrument Rental and Purchase 
 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 
Time: 6:00 p.m.   
Location: Intermediate Gym 
 
Note: If you have any questions, please contact Elaina 
Blass at Elainablass@ftbroncs.org or Karolei Lydell 
KaroleiLydell@ftbroncs.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year!  We are very 

excited to welcome all the new and returning staff and 

students back to Frenchtown Elementary!  We are very 

proud to provide the best education possible in a respect-

ful, responsible, and safe environment for the Frenchtown 

Community. I hope all of you have had an enjoyable sum-

mer, we look forward to seeing everyone again and hear-

ing about your adventures. As you know, we still need to 

be cautious, but not overly. We will continue to clean, 

disinfect, cover coughs and wash hands.  Please if your 

child is not feeling well, keep them home.   

Please make sure to stop by the office, we will be happy 

to drop off the forgotten lunch box, books, coat, or birth-

day treats.  We enjoy having visitors come to the building, 

we will be allowing volunteers in the classrooms in small 

numbers.  Also, this year, I recognize parties are fun in 

your child's classroom but we need to keep the number of 

adults down for now. So with that said, one parent will be 

allowed to help with classroom parties. As we move into 

the school year, this may change, but for now please plan 

on not attending parties.   

We will have the same grade level entries, please drop 

your child off at the outside door. Thank you for under-

standing and helping your child gain independence and be 

ready to learn for the day.  

Every day, I am supported by two rock stars, Mandi and 

Stefni. These amazing ladies keep this building rolling in 

the right direction. They will help you with any school 

related questions and if they don’t have the answer they 

will direct you to the right person. Mandi and Stefni make 

wonderful things happen for students, staff, parents, and 

guardians at Frenchtown Elementary, EVERYDAY!   

Please feel free to contact them at 626-2620 with any 

questions or maybe you just need to hear a kind voice. 

To the family and friends of Frenchtown Elementary our 

door is open.   

Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Principal    
Frenchtown Schools   
jodihall@ftbroncs.org 
 
Welcome New Staff to Frenchtown Elementary 

We have several new staff members joining the education 

team at Frenchtown Elementary.  Please welcome them 

officially to Frenchtown Elementary! 

Early Kindergarten 

Shanelle Shirey My name is Shanelle Shirey. This fall 

many young learners will be calling me, “Miss Shirey” in 

Frenchtown Elementary  School as their Early Kindergar-

ten teacher! Coming from Washington state I feel blessed 

and excited to be a part of this special community, instill 

the love of learning to little students and help create a 

great program within our schools. I look forward to seeing 

and meeting many new friendly faces this year.  

Tara Trump (Classroom Aide) Hello, Frenchtown 

community! My name is Tara Trump and I was born and 

raised in the Missoula area. I graduated from The Univer-

sity of Montana-Western in May with a degree in Elemen-

tary Education. My hobbies include spending time with 

family, watching sports, and shopping at Target.  I am 

very excited to be a part of Frenchtown Schools and to 

grow alongside my students this school year!  

Behavior/Instructional Specialist Hunter Good 

My name is Hunter Good and I am very excited to begin 

working at Frenchtown Elementary! My upbringing led 

me to be an avid outdoorsman, seeking to be outside as 

much as possible and in many different forms. My passion 

for the outdoors led me to study to get a Bachelor's degree 

in Outdoor Leadership in my home state of Georgia. Right 

after college, I moved to very rural Saguache, Colorado 

and began a year of service at a small school with Ameri-

Corps, working with students in the classroom and facili-

tating after school programs. I took a great liking to the 

classroom setting and immediately pursued my Master's 

degree in Education. I spent six years in Colorado teach-

ing elementary students. Although I found a great com-

munity in Colorado, my family had also migrated to the 

west and found themselves in Montana. I knew I could 

trade the mountains of Colorado for the mountains of 

Montana in order to be closer to family and continue the 

pursuit of my career. I am greatly looking forward to 

starting a new adventure at Frenchtown Elementary and 

begin serving my new community!  

Kindergarten New Team Members 

Ashley Grout 

My name is Ashley Grout 

and I am so excited to 

work at Frenchtown as a 

kindergarten teacher. I 

obtained my masters in 

elementary education in 

December and worked as 

a long term sub and cohort 

teacher in MCPS. I am 

married and I have 5 kids 

ranging from newborn to 15 years old. I have heard noth-

ing but amazing things about Frenchtown so I cannot wait 

for the school year to begin! 

Jordan Spoharski 

My name is Jordan Spoharski, I am one of the new kin-

dergarten teachers this year! Last year I had the privilege 

of joining the Frenchtown team as a Title 1 math teacher 

for 2nd thru 5th graders.  

While I loved this role, teaching kindergarten has been my 

dream since day one. I am so excited and blessed to have 

received this role! 

My husband and I have lived in Frenchtown for the last 

four years and loved the community so much, we bought 

a house in Huson. We enjoy spending lots of time out-

doors, fly fishing and hiking with our dog, Todd!  

Jamie Junyk (Title K) 

The 2021-2022 school year is almost here! I am extremely 

excited to be joining the Frenchtown Team. I will be there 

to support your students and family for any problem big 

or small!  My name is Jamie Junyk. I attended Northern 

Arizona University where I graduated with a bachelors of 

science in elementary education. I hold an Educator Li-

cense and certificate in Montana and Arizona for elemen-

tary education and structured english immersion. This is 

my fifth year teaching.  

 Kindergarten and first grade are my favorite grades to 

teach because I love to see my students take off like rock-

ets by teaching crucial foundational skills that will be 

utilized for the rest of their lives. I believe in teaching 
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social-emotional skills to promote success for the commu-

nity as a whole. 

Elise Harris (Transitional Kindergarten) 

Hello Frenchtown Broncs!  My name is Elise Harris and I 

will be joining the Frenchtown teaching staff as the Tran-

sitional Kindergarten teacher. 

I grew up in Missoula, Montana and received my degree 

in Elementary Education with a focus in Early Childhood 

Education from MSU-Billings.  I have taught all grades 

pre-k through second grade and I LOVE my littles! This 

will be my eighth year teaching, and I am so excited to be 

a part of the Frenchtown Bronc community. 

Our family has been in Texas for the last three years and 
we are overjoyed to be moving back home.  My husband’s 
name is Nate and he is a basketball coach for the Lady 
Griz, GO GRIZ!!  We have four beautiful daughters; Hen-
ley (9), 
Harper (7),  Hollyn (4), and Hayden (almost 2), and a 
yellow lab named Lola. 
We like to spend most of our free time watching sports, 
cheering on our athletic teams, and spending time with 
family.   
I know it is going to be a wonderful school year, and I 
look forward to working with the students and families in 
this community! 
 
Second Grade New Team Members 
Shelby Croy:My name is Shelbie Croy and I am the 

new 2nd Grade teacher at Frenchtown Elementary. I am 

so excited to be a part of the Bronc family and look for-

ward to starting my 23rd year of teaching here! Most re-

cently I was the Reading Specialist and Gifted and Talent-

ed Coordinator at Monforton Elementary in Bozeman and 

prior to that I was at Huntley Project and Cody, Wyoming. 

I am a 1997 graduate of the University of Montana and 

obtained my Master’s Degree from Mississippi State Uni-

versity in 2006.  

My family and I have felt completely welcomed by 

everyone we have met and we are so grateful to be in 

this community! I look forward to meeting and working 

with your children and am so grateful to be a part of a 

school district that has such an outstanding reputation. 

Here’s to a great school year!  

Ashley Olson: 

My name is Ashley Olson, and I have had the oppor-

tunity to teach for the past 13 years. This will be my 5th 

year teaching for the Frenchtown School District. In 

Frenchtown, I have taught 1st grade resource, K-5 life 

skills, and taught the students in the special education 

preschool. This year I will be joining the 2nd grade 

team! I am looking forward to the opportunity to teach 

2nd graders and learn and grow every day with my 

students.  

Special Education New Team Members 
Hayley Fortheim 
My name is Hayley Fretheim, Ms. Fretheim, and I will 
be the 1st -3rd Special Education Teacher for the up-

coming school year! 
I am excited to 
come to the French-
town School Dis-
trict and to live in 
this beautiful area 
with my family. I 
am moving from 
Idaho Falls, where I spent the last 3 years teaching 
Special Education Preschool. Prior to that, I completed 
my Bachelors from University of Montana Western, 
and recently I completed my Masters of Arts in Early 
Childhood Special Education from Concordia Universi-
ty of Chicago. Yay! I grew up on the Hi-Line of Mon-
tana- Shelby and I am thrilled to be back in the state.  

I am so excited to collaborate and learn with all of the 
wonderful students and teachers at Frenchtown Elemen-
tary- I love being able to help students learn the best they 
can and to explore all options to find that. I truly believe 
that this is a special school and a special place to learn and 
grow, and I love that I get to be a part of all of it.  

Can’t wait to meet and learn with as many 
wonderful people as I can. 
Lezlie Hepburn 
My name is Lezlie Hepburn and I’m originally from Okla-
homa. I came to Montana to work in Yellowstone in 1979.  
I came to Missoula later that year and attended U of M, 
briefly,  before  transferring to New Mexico State Univer-
sity where I obtained a bachelor of Science in Communi-
cation disorders and a Master of Arts in Bilingual Special 
Education  with an emphasis in Speech and Language, 
Transition Services and Social/Emotional Disorders. In 
Las Cruces, I taught a classroom based Speech Language 
program at Vista Middle School and briefly a self-
contained behavior disorders class. 
I lived in Guam where I served as a Speech Therapist, and 
Elementary Special Education teacher and an early inter-
vention specialist, and I lived in Hawaii where I served as 
a middle school resource room teacher and educational 
evaluator for the state of Hawaii. After returning to Mon-
tana in 2000, I served as a self contained Structured 
Learning Program Teach-
er at Lowell Elementary , 
a resource teacher for 
Great Divide Education 
Services, serving that 
area.  I served as a Re-
source teacher at Lone 
Rock Elementary in Ste-
vensville.  Most recently I 
have served as a residen-
tial coordinator and Asso-
ciate Director of Residen-
tial Services for Oppor-
tunity Resources for the 
last 15 years.   
I have 3 children, Caitlin, 
is a U of M graduate at works at the Blue Mountain Clin-
ic. Brenna, 30, is beginning a Pharmacy Tech Program 
this semester and works at St Pat’s and Clem, 27, is fin-
ishing a software engineering Program in Portland in Sep-
tember.  I am very excited to work in Frenchtown and 
being in the classroom again! I missed it immensely!  

 

Dana Lozier-Dear families, 
 It is my pleasure to welcome you or welcome you back to 
the Frenchtown School District. If you are receiving this 
newsletter, your preschool child is enrolled in the Special 
Education Preschool Program. I am delighted to serve as 
your child's teacher and case manager during the upcom-
ing year or years! 
  
My name is Dana Lozier. This year marks my 23rd year 
teaching. I have taught children from birth to college, 
however, preschool is definitely my favorite age to teach. 
I am thrilled to return to this age group. This will be my 
third year in the Frenchtown School District as a special 
education teacher. I am completing my SPED Endorse-
ment this year in addition to beginning my doctoral disser-
tation on Preschool! In the past, I have worked in Pennsyl-
vania, Florida, and the Virgin Islands. I have worked in a 
wide range of schools from public, to charter, to private. I 
have even owned my own preschool. I am thrilled to put 
all this knowledge to work for you and your family! 
  
I am a very supportive teacher and I look forward to open 
lines of communication. In fact, I have included many 
options to reach me below in this newsletter. Please store 
my number in your phones! I ask that you text rather than 
call as my schedule does include teaching the Kindergar-
teners in the afternoon as well each day. I will always get 
back to you as fast as I can with any questions or con-
cerns! 
  
Please reach out if you need anything. I hope to see you 
on Monday at Open House (see below for details). 
  
Also, just so you know, the kids call me Lulu (it is way 
easier than Mrs. Lozier)! 
  
-Dana (aka Lulu) 
 

Kindergarten Start Date Here is some 
important information regarding kindergarten 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Monday, August 30, 2021 

 All classes will be full day.  

 Full day is 8:15-3:15. 

 Parents will be invited to attend from 8:15-
8:45. Parents and students will meet their 
teachers outside at a designated spot.  

 Students will come into the building at 8:30, parents 
will be saying goodbye to students at the classroom 
door.  

 Parents will meet for an orientation meeting at 8:45 
in the Intermediate Gym 

Please contact the Elementary Office if you have any 
questions regarding kindergarten at 626-2620.  We are 
very excited to watch your children learn new things!  The 
official school day for all K-5 students is from 8:15 am to  
3:15. 
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Early Kindergarten Start Date and Information Tues-
day, September 7, 2021 

We are excited about our  new opportunity for four year 
old's and five year old's who miss the school age cut off 
date of September 10th and meets criteria listed in board 
policy 1010FE. There will be two sessions, morning 
(8:15-11:15) and afternoon (12:15-3:15), each session will 
host up to 18 students. Transportation will be available to 
arrive in the morning at 8:15 and taken home on the bus in 
the afternoon at 3:15, times in the middle of the day need 
to be picked up by a parent or guardian.  Early Kindergar-
ten focus will be school readiness, early literacy and math, 
and social/emotional development. 

Listed below is board policy 1010FE: 

1. A child who meets the criteria according to board policy 
1010FE: 

The Board of Trustees declares the following to be quali-
fying “exceptional circumstances” within the meaning of 
that term as used in 20-5-101(3), that merit waiving the 
age provisions of 20-5-101(1), MCA for qualifying chil-
dren under 6 years of age: 

A child at least 3 years of age with a disability qualifying 
the child for services under the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act. 

A child who is 4 years of age or older on or before Sep-
tember 10 of the school year in which enrollment is to 
occur who:  

a. Meets the income eligibility guidelines for free or re-
duced price meals under the National School Lunch Pro-
gram; 
b. Is Limited English Proficient within the meaning of 
Title III of the federal Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act; 
c. Is Gifted and Talented within the meaning of that term 
as used in 20-7-901, MCA; 
is an enrolled member of a federally recognized American 
Indian Tribe; 
d. Is homeless as defined in 42 U.S. Code § 11302, or, as 
determined by the administration, exhibits other charac-
teristics or lives in circumstances that are uncommon, 
unusual, atypical, rare or otherwise distinguished from 
ordinary or typical which place the child at risk of failing 
to achieve at adequate level; or 
Does not meet the requirements of a. through e. but is 
recommended for enrollment by administration. 
Focus: School Readiness, Social/Emotional Development. 
Early Literacy and Math skills 

Standards: https://www.naeyc.org/our-work... 

Transportation 

Please refer to your transportation letter for your bus 
schedule.  Reminder that children in kindergarten through 
second grades are not allowed to exit the bus at the end 
of the day without a designated adult!  We ask that all 
transportation requests be done by 2:00 pm.  Please call 
the elementary office if you have any questions 626-2620. 

Bus Rules and Procedures 
*** Kind reminder of ex-
pectations for riding the 
bus*** 
 
Thank you for having a dis-
cussion with your child about 
making safe, respectful, and 

wise decisions while riding the bus.  The bus drivers have 
a large responsibility to make sure all students arrive to 
and from school safely.  Thank you for helping your child 
continue to understand the importance of voice level, stay-
ing in their seat, facing forward, and hands in their own 
space.  If students do this, the ride is smooth.  We appreci-
ate your support.   
 
The school district furnishes bus transportation to students 
in accordance with state law. District transportation poli-
cies provide for established procedures when difficulties 
arise on the buses.  Parents are encouraged to support the 
district in maintaining discipline on the buses because 
distractions to the driver during travel time can be danger-
ous. 
 
The bus driver is in full charge of the bus and the students. 
Students must obey the driver promptly and willingly, and 
classroom conduct must be observed on all buses.  
 
If it becomes necessary to discipline students because of 
minor misconduct on the bus, the bus driver may confer-
ence with the student, assign a homework task, change 
assigned seating, consult with other school personnel, and 
contact the parents. Ongoing behavior incidents will result 
in a bus conduct report, present action & recommenda-
tions outlined below. Disciplinary problems, or a major 
incident that could distract the driver and therefore jeop-
ardize the safety of the students, may result in a suspen-
sion of riding privileges for a period of three to thirty 
days.  In such cases, the parents of the student become 
responsible for getting the child to and from school safe-
ly.  (Board Policy 8124) 
Bus Present Action & Recommendations: 
1st Referral: Refer to principal, driver call home 
2nd Referral: Refer to principal, student denied bus privi-

leges for 3 day (K-8) and 5 days (9-12) 
3rd Referral: Refer to principal, student denied bus privi-
leges for 10 days 
4th Referral: Refer to principal, removal from bus/student 
contract 

 
Belligerent Misconduct:  Immediate bus suspen-
sion following a conference with school officials 

 
Bus Rules: 

1. The bus driver is in charge at all times 
2. Remain in assigned seat at all times 
3. Keep your feet and arms out of the aisle 
4.     No loud talking or yelling 
5.     No littering 
6.     Respect other people’s space 
7.     No food or drink on the bus 
8.   No skis, skateboards, balloons, or other bulky 
 items on the bus 
9.     No animals on the bus 
10.   No tobacco products on the bus 
11.   No use of cell phones while on the bus 

 
Important Note: 

Students are NOT ALLOWED to ride any bus except 
the bus that takes them to and from their home. The 
only exceptions to this rule are that the district will 
transport younger students to their daycare provider 
and the district will bus students from the south cam-
pus to the north campus for various school-related 
activities, with arrangements made ahead of time in 
the office. Students will NOT be transported to a 
friend’s house to study, play, spend the evening or 
attend a party. 
 
Parents may contact the principal for alternatives to 
this policy and the final decision rests with the princi-
pal.  Any changes must be made prior to the date re-
quested for consideration. Only emergency transporta-
tion request changes will be taken into consideration 
by administration. 
 
Frenchtown District #40 has made the commitment to 
keep the schools open during inclement weather if at all 
possible. We believe that it is in the best interest of the 
district and the individual families. 
 
During the school year classes will be held even if some 
school bus routes have to be cancelled.  School will be 
closed only under the most extreme weather conditions 
due to the loss of electricity, heating systems, and building 
freeze up. If a student is unable to attend school because 
the buses aren’t running the routes, then his/her absence 
will be excused. The student will have the opportunity to 
make up all work for that day and will not be penalized in 
any way for his/her absence.  
Pick-Up/Drop-Off Loops 

Preschool/Early Kindergarten/Kindergarten will be 
dropped off  and picked up in the east loop by the school.  
Older siblings of the younger children may meet back 
there also.   

First-5th grade will be picked up in the west loop of the 
school between the two buildings. 

Please DO NOT park in the church parking lot anymore. 
There is a new parking lot across the street, please use that 
if you are wanting to walk your child into the building.   

Volunteers in the Classroom 

Is a great way to be connected with Frenchtown Elemen-
tary!  If you would like to be a volunteer, please talk with 
your child’s teacher!  Every volunteer must complete the 
Frenchtown School District Volunteer Form on an annual 
basis!  Please stop by the elementary office to pick-up this 
form!  This includes all field trips and classroom help on a 
regular basis.  Parents do not have to fill out the volunteer 
forms for classroom visits or special presentations.  We 
will try to accommodate all who would like to volunteer, 
with COVID we will remain cautious with the number of 
extra individuals who are wanting to volunteer in the 
classrooms.  Thank you for understanding , please call the 
office if you have questions. 406-626-2620
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Special Thanks 

When you see any of our Elementary Maintenance or 
Custodial Staff please show them some appreciation for 
all of their hard work over the summer. The school and 
grounds look awesome and will help support a positive 
learning environment for 2021-2022.  We are blessed to 
have a great group of maintenance and custodial workers 
at Frenchtown Elementary. 

 

 
 
 

RISE UP!  Rise Up is our theme for the K-5 grades this 
school year.  We can't think of a better way to encourage 
kids with a motto to live by.  We want kids to remember 
that Frenchtown Kids RISE UP against bullying,  RISE 
UP in academics, attendance, and treating others kind-
ly.  Frenchtown students RISE UP and practice healthy 
coping strategies when things become difficult.  This 
school year, we will practice and encourage each other to 
RISE UP against things that divide us.  We will focus on 
unity and togetherness - we are the COLTS!   
Frenchtown continues to partner with area universi-
ties.  The counseling department will have these three 
individuals working with students, staff and fami-
lies.  Welcome to Dennis Schuester, Maizey Smith, and 
Justine Cohen!   
Hello, my name is Justine Cohen and I am in my final 
year of the school counseling program at the University of 
Montana. Your student may have met me last spring when 
I briefly worked with Miss America. I am passionate 
about elementary school counseling and I am excited to be 
back at Frenchtown this year as an intern. 

I am originally from Wilsonville, Oregon. I have a Bache-
lor’s Degree in psychology from UM, and previously 
worked for the psychology department for the last three 
years. I live in Missoula with my fiancée, Steve, and my 
cat, Wilbur.  
Hello! My name is Maizie Smith. I was born in Helena 
MT, but grew up in central PA. I returned to Montana to 
get my B.A. in Environmental Studies at the University of 
Montana. During my time in school I spent summers lead-
ing youth conservation crews with the Idaho Conservation 
Corps and the Northwest Youth Corps. I fell in love with 
the Rocky Mountain West and have made it my home. 
Now I’m excited to focus on connecting with youth in my 
community. I spent last summer working for Inner Roads, 
a local wilderness therapy non profit. I also love being on 
the river or in the mountains with friends, family, and 
dogs. I will be working with Mrs. America as one of the 
counseling interns this school year.  
Hello Frenchtown, my name is Dennis Schuster, I am a 
father of 4, a former Marine, and was a general contractor 
prior to going back to school. In 2019 I graduated with my 

bachelor’s in psychology and am now completing my 
masters in counselor education. I am excited to announce 
that I will be coming to the Frenchtown school district in a 
different role beginning the Fall of 2021 as a clinical men-
tal health counselor in training. I will also be spending the 
year as a counselor outside of the school system for the 
Frenchtown community through a rural grant specific for 
counseling in small towns across Montana! This rural 
grant allows me to provide counseling services for both 
students and community members completely free of 
charge.  I won’t lie, it’s my last year in the clinical and 
mental health counseling program at UM and I’m pretty 
excited to almost be done with school. I am even more 
excited that all of this hard work has brought me closer to 
home and has allowed me to do what I set out to 
do….help people navigate the ups and downs of life as 
their best person! When I’m not in a class or studying, you 
can find me hunting, fishing, playing any sport (I especial-
ly love golf), or cheering manically for the Seahawks. I 
am looking forward to meeting everyone in the fall. 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 
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