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Hello,

We  have  been  working  with  the  new  Secretary  of  Education  to bring  students  back  and avoid  14-

day  returns  to remote  learning.  Those  efforts  have  resulted  in  new  guidance  from  the  Public

Education  Department  that  allows  us to remain  open  upon  notification  of  our  fourth  rapid

response.  When  we  receive  written  notification  of  our  fourth  rapid  response,  we  must  submit  a

written  plan  to PED  for  implementing  enhanced  COVID-safe  practices  for  that  school  within  24

hours  of  written  notification.  The  best  news  is that  the Public  Education  Department  approved

our  request  to return  students  at CHS  and CIS-P.R.  Leyva  to in-person  learning  on Monday,

August  23, 2021.

We  will  operate  all  of  our  schools  under  the  new  guidance.  Our  broad  plan  for  all  schools  at this

time  is to place  any  school  in  remote  status  for  a minimum  of  one  day  upon  written  notification

of  a 4"1 rapid  response  from  the  New  Mexico  Environment  Department.  The  building  will  be

extensively  cleaned  and be vacant  for  24 hours.  Shidents  and staff  will  then  return  to the

building  and in-person  learning  will  resume  on the date  approved  by  the Public  Education

Department.  In the  event  of  notification  on a Friday,  we  will  clean  the  building  on Saturday  and

there  will  be no suspension  of  in-person  learning,  unless  ordered  to do so by  the  Public

Education  Department.  Circumstances  in  a building  could  result  in additional  measures  being

necessary  and a longer  period  of  remote  learning  required  by  the  Public  Education  Department.

We  will  keep  parents  updated  on the latest  rapid  response  status  of  all  schools  on Friday  of  each

week.  This  information  is on our  website.  Parents  should  begin  preparations  for  a return  to

remote  learning  upon  notification  of  a third  rapid  response  at their  child's  school.  Currently,

Desert  Willow  has four  rapid  responses,  but  we  have  not  received  written  notification  of  this.

The  Early  Childhood  Education  Center  has three  rapid  responses.  Both  schools  have  quarantined

as necessary  and we do not  believe  they  will  have  to move  to remote  learning  as the Public

Education  Department  is working  closely  with  us to keep  students  in classrooms.  Parents  will

have  a minimum  of  24 hours-notice  before  their  student  will  be placed  in  in a remote  learning

environment  after  written  notification  of  a 4fh rapid  response.  In  most  circumstances  the student

should  be in a remote  setting  for  one  to two  days  depending  on the  requirements  of  the Public

Education  Department.  We  appreciate  the  Public  Education  Department  working  with  us to keep

students  in an in-person  setting  with  as little  disruption  as possible.

Please  help  us minimize  movement  to remote  learning  by  keeping  your  children  at home  when

they  are sick. Also,  please  notify  your  school  immediately  of  a positive  COVID  test  result.  Tis



will  enable  us to quickly  identify  close  contacts  and quarantine  as few  students  as possible.  This

notification  will  also  allow  us to determine  if  a specific  situation  has resulted  in the fourth

positive  case that  is not  school  specific.  In such  an instance,  we  will  not  have  to move  all

students  in a school  to a remote  setting.  An  example  would  be a birthday  party  where  students

were  exposed  and identified  as close  contacts.  In this  instance  we  would  not  have  to return  to

remote  learning  if  we  can document  the cause  of  the case or cases. This  is a tremendous  step

forward  and allows  us to keep  students  in classrooms  where  they  belong,  while  ensuring  that

students  and staff  are safe.

COVID-19  continues  to present  significant  challenges,  particularly  in our  part  of  New  Mexico.

For  the six-day  period  ending  August  19, 2021 Eddy  County  had 396 cases and Carlsbad

accounted  for  276  of  those  cases. For  the same  period,  the state  had  4,371  cases.  Bernalillo

County  accounted  for  1,182  of  those  cases. Chaves,  Curry,  Eddy,  Lea  and Roosevelt  County  liad

1,425  cases for  the same  period.  Please  wear  masks  when  indoors  and please  consider  being

vaccinated  if  you  have  not  done  so. We  have  an employee  who  has been  in  intensive  care  for

five  weeks.  We  have  an employee,  who  is a single  mom  with  two  very  small  children,  they  are

all quite  ill. I have  friends  in  this  community  who  are very  ill  and I believe  very  few  of  us can

say otherwise.  Pray  for  all  the sick. Pray  for  the protection  of  everyone.  Your  prayers,  your

mask  and your  vaccination  may  save  a life.

All  in Cave  Nation!


