
Charlottesville-Albemarle Technical Education Center 
(CATEC) High School  

 

Who We Are 
Charlottesville-Albemarle Technical Education Center (CATEC) is 
a regional technical education center that serves more than 350 high 
school students, grades 10 through 12. CATEC is jointly owned by the 
County of Albemarle and the City of Charlottesville and it serves 
students from both school divisions. CATEC programs are free of 
charge and transportation is provided for all students within 
Albemarle County and Charlottesville City Schools. 
 
My School. My Choice. My Future. is CATEC’s motto. CATEC offers a 
wide variety of Career and Technical Education (CTE) electives that 

train high school students to obtain the jobs they seek. Classes meet for a half-day and include practical, hands-
on training in a variety of exciting industries. Students earn industry credentials and most receive dual 
enrollment credits. All of CATEC’s programs participate in a monthly, one-hour career development program 
that helps students develop strategies to beginning their careers and keeping their jobs, ending the year with 
an industry-specific resume and interview opportunity. 
 

CATEC Programs 
CATEC has 10 programs and students in all programs may qualify to receive industry certifications and 
credentials. In 2018-2019 CATEC students earned over 604 certifications and credentials. These are valuable 
tools that help graduates gain full-time employment in growth industries with livable wages. Graduates also 
may continue their education utilizing the dual-enrollment credits they received while in high school. In 2021-
2022, 107 students earned 855 college credits. All CATEC students have work-related experience; through 
mentorships, job shadow experiences, or internships. These “school-to-work” partnerships bridge school and 
industry to give students the most current and relevant education and workplace experiences possible. 
 

CATEC Instructors 
CATEC instructors are experts in their industries and take pride in changing the lives of their students by sharing 
their expertise and teaching them about the work that they love.  In doing so, the instructors directly 
contribute to the quality of the future workforce in their industry. The instructors work closely with local 
employers and area business partners to address skills and training needed for their employees.   
 

CATEC Academic Courses 
CATEC increasingly offers academic courses to meet students’ need. Most 
academic classes are integrated with trade classes, but CATEC also has 
stand-alone classes. CATEC offers math, science, English, social studies, and 
personal finance/economics courses. To help students with academic and 
career planning, as well as provide mental support, CATEC has an in-house 
school counselor.  



Our Vision 
CATEC, in partnership with Piedmont Virginia Community College, Reynolds Community College, Blue Ridge 
Community College, and local employers, serves as part of the regional training ladder across a range of CTE 
programs designed to result in employability within regional businesses and to give access to continued post-
secondary training. 

 
Our Mission 

CATEC’s mission is to develop workforce skills and careers for both high school students and adults. CATEC is 
dedicated to preparing its students for quality career employment and lifelong learning. 
 
The student will: 
•         Become skilled in a career area of personal choice. 
•         Develop creative and critical thinking skills.  
•         Accept personal responsibility for behavior and learning.  
•         Continue to learn and adapt to change. 
•         Learn to respect the rights of others. 
•         Gain self-esteem through achievement.  
•         Prepare for licensure/certification where appropriate. 

 
Value, Equity, and Learning 

Value 
CATEC provides built-in value. Students obtain work-based and project-based learning opportunities, workplace 
readiness training for a 21st century workforce, and industry-recognized certifications and credentials. 100% of 
our students receive work-based learning experiences, whether it is through field trips, guest speakers, 
internships, job shadows, Youth Registered Apprenticeships, or workplace readiness lessons. 
 
Equity 
CATEC is equitable. Our diverse learning community offers access to industry training, professionalism, and 
credentialing to all students, preparing them for living-wage and growth-driven careers in our community. 
Reflecting Charlottesville’s diverse population, CATEC allows all students opportunities for academic training in 
the industries of their choice. 
 
The Learning Journey 
CATEC is an important step in a student’s learning journey. A CATEC education links students’ previous learning 
experiences to their life goals by providing quality and affordable learning opportunities. CATEC offers 
programs that provide dual-enrollment opportunities for students through local community colleges. These 
credits allow students to seamlessly matriculate into college coursework when they choose. 
 

      Call (434) 973-4461      *        Visit www.catec.org       *    Download our app CATEC, VA 
 
       Follow us on social media:      
              @CATECHighSchool (Facebook) 
                                                           @CATEChs (Twitter) 
                                                           @catechighschool (Instagram) 
                                                           CATEC High School (YouTube) 
                                                           @catechighschool (TikTok) 
         

http://www.catec.org/

