
OPEN LETTER TO THE STARK COUNTY COMMUNITY 

April 23, 2018 

Five Stark County districts have experienced student deaths this school year.  For months now,  
individuals and organizations in our community, as well as all of our school districts, have come 
together to try to understand the factors that contributed to the stress experienced by many of our 
youth today.  In addition, they are trying to develop a cohesive and seamless process to improve 
our children’s resiliency when they experience childhood trauma. 

To that end, there is an enormous amount of time, energy and expertise being focused on this 
issue.  While there are many individuals and agencies working to improve the lives of children, 
this is the first time all of them have come together to brainstorm, evaluate, improve and 
coordinate services to help our children. The purpose of this letter is to share with you these 
activities.    

Here is a brief listing to date: 

• Coordinating Committee 

The Committee includes representatives of: superintendents, law enforcement, mental 
health agencies, health departments, a psychologist, a former juvenile judge with 
extensive experience in childhood trauma, Aultman and Akron Childrens Hospital, and a 
pediatrician. 

• School Safety and Security Task Force 

The committee is chaired by Stark County Sheriff George Maier.  It includes Stark 
County Superintendent Joe Chaddock, Jackson Superintendent Chris DiLoreto, Plain 
Superintendent Brent May, Marlington Superintendent Joe Knoll, Alliance 
Superintendent Jeff Talbert, Todd Krajeck, FBI agent,  Tim Delvechhio, a former 
employee of Homeland Security, President of the Police Chiefs Association, Doug 
Swartz, SCESC Assistant Superintendent Marty Bowe and Mary Jo Shannon Slick, 
counsel for the school districts. 

The Task Force is reviewing all options to improve the security in and around our 
schools. It will be making recommendations which will include personnel and various 
security systems. 

• Utilizing outside consultants 



Two individuals with many years of experience in dealing with the issues of childhood 
trauma were brought to Stark County several times.  While here, they helped inform and 
train school district personnel in how to try to prevent teen suicides and deal with 
childhood trauma. 

• Data Gathering 

Several Coordinating Committee members met with representatives of Aultman and 
Akron Children’s Hospital to review non-identifiable hospital visits and admissions to see 
if there has been an increase from prior years. They are working together to improve 
communication among the hospitals, parents, schools and the mental health system. 

• Outreach to Primary Care Physicians 

A meeting will be held on May 8, 2018 to discuss Suicide Risk Assessment in the Office 
Setting and community resources. 

• Youth Mobile Response Team (Crisis Intervention and Recovery Center) began in late 
2017 to assist with and address any student crisis as determined by family, schools, or 
community partner. 

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  and Ohio Department of Health 
These agencies, at the request of the Stark County Health Department,  came to Stark 
County 4/2/18 for 2-4 weeks to assist with observation, data extraction, surveillance, risk 
assessment and to develop community plans to address the contagion and plan for 
interventions and prevention programs. 

• Child Fatality Review Board   
Under Ohio law, this group is required to review all child/adolescent deaths ages 0 
through 17 to determine systems’ issues and make recommendations for each system in 
hopes of decreasing/eliminating preventable deaths. 

This is a brief description of the numerous activities that have been initiated in the last 
several months.  In future communications, we will share with you in more detail the 
activities and recommendations of these groups. 

We ask for the community’s patience, input and understanding during this difficult time. 



!  
_________________ 
Superintendent 

Alliance City School District 

StarkMHAR Care Network 

• Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health  330-454-7917 
• Crisis Intervention & Recovery Center    330-452-9812 
• Domestic Violence Project                          330-453-7233 
• CommQuest Services                                  330-455-0374 
• Coleman Professional Services                   330-4382400 (Teens 16+ yrs.) 


