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August 5, 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

I trust this letter finds all doing well and enjoying these hot summer days. As we all prepare to welcome 

our students back to in-person instruction in September, please be sure to review NB’s Safe Return 

Plan posted on our web page. The plan was approved by the Board of Education in June. Also, please 

note that there is a FAQ page as well. 

The administration will continue to post questions and answers as they are presented. Finally, we will 

continue to closely monitor all developments and we are prepared to adjust protocols if and when 

appropriate.  

Moreover, this letter will serve as a reminder to parents and students that NB is encouraging all 

students to be fully vaccinated when they return to school this fall. If you are considering having your 

child vaccinated, please speak with your child’s physician if you have any questions about the 

vaccine’s appropriateness for your child. We know that vaccines are readily available for anyone age 

12 and older. To find and schedule a vaccine appointment, the state of New Jersey has this web 

page: https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/finder. In addition, we have posted on the NB Facebook page a list 

of ‘pop up’ vaccination locations being offered by the Burlington County Department of Health.  

At this time, the COVID-19 vaccine is not required to attend public school in New Jersey and NB is 

not requiring students to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, nor are we requiring the vaccine to opt out of 

wearing a mask. However, wearing a mask is encouraged to protect other non-vaccinated individuals. 

Aside from the reasons presented by the medical community, being vaccinated against COVID-19 will 

better ensure a student’s education and participation in athletics and activities is not disrupted.  

If you are not decided on vaccination, please make note that being fully vaccinated will limit disruptions 

that result from active COVID cases and the subsequent contact tracing that takes place in our 

schools. Since we will be operating with less than 6 feet of spacing between students, there is the 

potential for more close contacts with each case of COVID-19. We want all to understand that current 

guidance for contact tracing is very different for those who are not vaccinated and for those who are 

fully vaccinated.  



Please take note of the following: 

● Non-vaccinated students who come into close contact with a positive COVID case must quarantine 

and be out of school and in-person activities, like athletics and performance groups, for 10-14 days. 

This is the case even if that close contact person has no symptoms. 

● In the same scenario, fully vaccinated students who are in close contact with a positive case, 

provided they remain asymptomatic, do not need to quarantine and will not need to miss any classes 

or after-school activities. 

Also, under the New Jersey Department of Education’s “The Road Forward.” districts are ‘encouraged 

to have a system in place to determine the vaccination status of students and staff, however, if a 

district is unable to determine the vaccination status of individual students or staff, those individuals 

should be considered not fully vaccinated. 

The sooner students start the two shot vaccine process currently approved for students 12 and older, 

the sooner they will be fully vaccinated. Clearly, being fully vaccinated will limit the impact that COVID 

and contact tracing could possibly have on their schooling and their extracurricular activities.  

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s building principal. As always, there will be more 

detailed information later this month before our students return in September. Best wishes for a safe 

summer. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
James Sarruda, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


