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Dear Families,
As the new Superintendent and Keewatin Elementary Principal, I would like to welcome you to
the 2021-2022 school year!  I am very excited to be part of the Nashwauk-Keewatin School
District. This is my 26th year in education and my 10th year as a Superintendent/Principal. My
husband, John, is a special education teacher and we have six children. I have worked as an
educator in North Dakota and in several districts in Minnesota. My previous position was the
Superintendent/PK-12 Principal for the Floodwood School District.

I know there have been lots of changes in administration these past few years and I look forward
to being here for many years. COVID-19 has also required many changes with how we educate
our students, but we are hopeful this year will be a little easier. However, depending on the
number of positive cases, we may have to make adjustments as we go. Our first priority will be
the health and safety of our students and staff. At this point, the COVID plan to start the year
will include:

● Masks are optional, but strongly recommended, for everyone, regardless of vaccination status.
However, if a family wants their child to wear a mask, the district will support their decision.
Surgical masks will be available to students, staff members, and visitors as they offer more
protection than cloth masks.

● Students who ride school buses MUST wear a mask. This is a federal requirement, from the CDC,
and is not a local decision.  School buses are considered public transportation.

● A 14-day quarantine for unvaccinated close contacts is still considered best practice (see:
COVID-19: When to Quarantine). A positive test or not getting tested will mean 10 days at home
from the first day of symptoms.  A negative COVID test or an alternate diagnosis could mean
attending school sooner.

● Positive cases must be reported to the Minnesota Department of Health.
● Anyone with symptoms will be sent home. This is based on the Minnesota Department of Health

Decision Tree. The Decision Tree will be posted on the school website.
● Positive cases in an elementary classroom will result in an Exposure Notice sent home. Parents

may choose to have their child wear a mask for 10 days.
● Positive cases in the high school will result in families being notified.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html


● When physical distance of at least 3 feet can't be maintained between students in classrooms, it is
especially important to layer other prevention strategies.

● A distance of at least 6 feet is recommended between students and teachers/staff, and between
teachers/staff who are not fully vaccinated.

● ISD 319 recommends that all people eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine get vaccinated.
Increased vaccination rates will help limit the spread of the disease and reduce the need
for mitigation measures. There is no requirement to obtain a vaccine.

● Visitors and volunteers are welcome in our buildings. If a person is exhibiting symptoms,
they should stay home.

● Distance learning will not be an option. A plan for presenting lessons for students who are home
for 10 days will be developed.

We have several new staff and staff changes for the district. Please welcome:

● Max Torgerson-High School Principal
● Lacey Abate-1st grade teacher
● Kelly Kukkonen-4th grade teacher
● Chelsie Belkholm-Instructional Coach
● Teressa Rudolph-Interventionist
● Sarah Hendricks-Paraprofessional
● Taya Persons-Paraprofessional
● Misty Waldon, High School EBD teacher
● Brian Gangl, Behavior Coach
● Kevin Kosel, Phy. Ed

OPEN HOUSE:
Open House will be Wednesday, September 1st from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
The first day of school will be Tuesday, September 7th. The school day for Keewatin
Elementary will begin each day at 8:25am with dismissal at 2:50pm on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays, and on Wednesdays students are released at 2:05pm.  The school day
for NKHS will begin each day at 8:25am with dismissal at 3:06pm on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays. On Wednesdays high school students are released at 2:30.

FOOD SERVICE:
Enclosed is an application for the Free & Reduced Lunch Program.  We ask for your
assistance to reach our goal for every family in the District to complete and return the
enclosed application.  Many families assume they don’t qualify or their child won’t eat hot
lunch anyway, however many of our families as well as our district benefit with each
application that we receive. If you qualified for free or reduced lunch last year, your status
expires in October so it’s important that you complete a new application as soon as possible
so your status will continue for the current school year.  If your household has a "Case
Number" because it participates in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
Mn Family Investment Program (MFIP) Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR), or Foster children, please include your case number on the application. In an effort



to achieve 100% participation in returning the application, every student returning a signed
application by Friday, September 10th, regardless of qualifications, will be entered into a
drawing for a family pass for sports events.
You can access the application online at www.isd319.org and click on

OR you can apply through your Infinite Campus Parent portal by choosing “more” from the
left hand menu and then choosing “Meal Benefits”

SCHOOL PICTURES:
School pictures will be taken on Monday, September 20th. There will be additional
information communicated at a later date.

NOTICE FROM RIANA DAMJANOVICH, DISTRICT NURSE:
Parents are encouraged to schedule physical exams for their children who are entering
Kindergarten & Grade 4. There are required vaccinations for students entering Kindergarten,
7th grade, and 12th grade. Many physicians will not give the necessary immunizations
required by law, without examining the child first.
  Warmly,
Riana Damjanovich, RN, PHN, LSN, IBCLC
Licensed School Nurse
School Health Coordinator/District Nurse
Nashwauk-Keewatin School District- ISD #319
rdamjanovich@isd319.org
(218) 885-1280 ext: 51154

EMERGENCY ALERTS AND PARENT PORTAL:
ISD 319 will continue to utilize our call out system, an essential tool for notification and
communication, with all of you.  As parents and guardians it is imperative that you keep your
contact information up-to-date. To receive these alerts you must update this information with
the school.  Contact information for the call out system comes from your child(ren)’s
enrollment form.  Please call or email the district with updated information. You can update
your information at any time via the Parent Portal. Parent Portal is a web-based student
information page.  Click on the “Household Information” link near the bottom of the menu
on the left column.  We strongly encourage you to provide your email address along with
your phone number, as it will email reports as well. With Parent Portal you have 24-hour
access to your child’s grades, attendance, health information, and schedule. You will also be
able to access your food service account here.  If you need assistance with the Parent Portal,
are new to our district and need your login information, or don’t have access to technology
and need any changes, please call Michele Nelson at 218-885-1280 ext. 51151 or Melody
Lueders at 218-885-1280 ext. 52120 .

http://www.isd319.org


Mr. Torgerson and I are looking forward to serving the families and communities of the
Nashwauk-Keewatin School District. If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to
us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Rae Villebrun
Superintendent/Elementary Principal


