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Continuity   of   Services   

  
Date:    May   28,   2021   
  

Section   1:    Introduction   
  

The   purpose   of   the   American   Rescue   Plan   (ARP)   Act   Elementary   and   Secondary   School   
Emergency   Relief   (ESSER)   III   Fund   is   to   help   safely   reopen   and   sustain   the   safe   operation   of   
schools   and   address   the   impacts   of   COVID-19   on   the   nation’s   students   by   addressing   students’   
academic,   social,   emotional,   and   mental   health   needs.    This   plan   describes   how   Augusta   
County   Public   Schools   will   maintain   the   health   and   safety   of   students,   educators,   and   other   
school   and   division   staff   during   and   following   the   return   to   full   in-person   instruction.    Questions   
about   this   plan   should   be   directed   to   Dr.   Eric   W.   Bond,   Division   Superintendent.   
  

Since   the   beginning   of   the   COVID-19   pandemic   in   March   2020   it   has   been   the   main   goal   of   
Augusta   County   Public   Schools   (ACPS)   to   maintain   the   health   and   safety   of   all   our   students   and   
staff,   while   providing   educational   opportunities   that   enrich   our   students'   academic   needs.    ACPS   
has   maintained   an   open   relationship   with   State   and   local   health   officials   including   frequent   
meetings,   case   management,   and   contact   tracing.    To   maintain   a   safe   and   healthy   learning   
environment   ACPS   has   required   the   universal   and   correct   wearing   of   face   masks   by   students   
and   staff,   enforcing   physical   distancing   requirements,   and   enforcing   proper   hygiene   practices.   
Our   facilities   have   seen   increased   cleaning   and   sanitization   efforts,   including,   but   not   limited   to,   
the   use   of   air   purifiers,   updated   HVAC   equipment,   and   increased   filter   replacement   to   maximize   
our   exchange   of   fresh   air   being   provided   within   our   facilities.    From   an   academic   standpoint,   
ACPS   has   continued   to   reach   students   by   offering   virtual,   hybrid,   and   in-person   learning   
opportunities.    ACPS   has   also   provided   students   with   the   appropriate   technology,   for   example   
chromebooks   and   hot   spots,   so   students   can   access   those   virtual   learning   environments.   
School   counselors,   social   workers,   and   health   staff   maintain   relationships   with   students   from   
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low-income   families,   children   with   disabilities,   students   experiencing   homelessness,   children   in   
foster   care,   and   migratory   students   to   provide   appropriate   services   and/or   appropriate  
accommodations   to   assist   those   populations   of   students   in   their   academic   needs.   
  

Section   2:    Maintaining   Health   and   Safety   
  

Augusta   County   Public   Schools   has   taken   and   will   continue   to   take   actions   to   ensure   the   health   
and   safety   of   students,   educators,   and   other   school   and   division   staff   during   and   following   the   
return   to   full   in-person   instruction.    A   description   of   actions   already   taken   and   additional   actions   
planned   is   below.   
  

As   we   continue   to   transition   to   full   in-person   instruction   ACPS   will   continue   to   monitor   current   
CDC   guidelines,   consult   with   our   local   and   regional   health   departments   on   best   practices   and   
case   monitoring,   and   maintain   clean   and   health   facilities   for   our   students   and   staff.   
  

In   addition,   Augusta   County   Public   Schools   has   adopted   policies   on   each   of   the   following   safety   
recommendations   established   by   the   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention   (CDC).   

● Universal   and   correct   wearing   of   masks   -   Masks   are   required   in   all   our   facilities.    This   
policy   is   included   in   our   Administrative   Manual,   as   well   as,   appropriate   signage   posted   
within   all   schools   and   facilities.   

● Modifying   facilities   to   allow   for   physical   distancing   -   ACPS   has   used   alternate   scheduling   
practices   to   allow   for   appropriate   physical   distancing.    As   well   as,   using   alternate   
locations   within   the   school   building   to   provide   instruction;   including   the   auditorium   and   
gym.    The   cafeteria   has   not   been   used   for   food   services,   as   meals   are   served   directly   in   
the   classroom   where   physical   distancing   has   been   determined.   

● Handwashing   and   respiratory   etiquette   -   ACPS   enforces   proper   hygiene   etiquette   
through   posting   of   signs   in   our   facilities,   educating   staff   on   techniques,   and   reminding   
parents   through   communications   sent   home   regarding   positive   Covid19   notifications.   
References   to   proper   handwashing   and   respiratory   etiquette   is   followed   as   
recommended   by   the   CDC.    ACPS   also   installed   hand   sanitizing   stations   at   all   facilities   
to   provide   additional   availability   for   handwashing   throughout   the   day.   

● Cleaning   and   maintaining   healthy   facilities   -   ACPS   has   increased   the   frequency   of   
cleaning   within   the   classroom.    One   day   a   week   the   facility   is   closed   to   students   to   
provide   teachers   adequate   time   to   disinfect   and   sanitize   surfaces.    Appropriate   
disinfectant   has   been   provided   to   staff   to   use   in   sanitization   efforts.    ACPS   has   also   
increased   the   number   of   HVAC   filter   changes   per   year   to   enhance   the   exchange   of   
french   air   within   our   facilities.    Water   fillup   stations   have   been   installed   in   the   place   of   
traditional   water   fountains,   eliminating   mouth   contact   and   possible   contamination.   

● Contact   tracing   in   combination   with   isolation   and   quarantine   -   In   coordination   with   our   
local   contact   from   the   Virginia   Department   of   Health,   the   Assistant   Superintendent   and   
Executive   Director   of   Personnel   investigate   all   possible   cases,   contract   tracing,   and   
isolation   remediation   as   necessary   based   on   each   individual   case.    ACPS   
communicates   with   parents,   guardians,   and   school   personnel   of   confirmed   cases   and   
when   necessary   if   additional   isolation   requirements   are   needed.     



● Diagnostic   and   screening   testing   -   On   a   daily   basis,   students,   staff,   and   any   person   who   
enters   our   facilities   is   required   to   have   their   temperature   taken   and   review   our   daily   
health   screening   procedures.    If   a   student,   staff   member,   or   other   person   is   unable   to   
successfully   complete   those   questions   to   confirm   they   have   not   been   exposed   or   have   
symptoms   of   COVID-19   they   will   not   be   allowed   entry   into   the   facility.   

● Efforts   to   provide   vaccinations   to   school   communities   -   ACPS   in   coordination   with   our   
local   and   state   health   department   have   offered   vaccination   clinics   for   all   staff   members.   
In   coordination   with   our   local   health   facilities,   ACPS   has   assisted   in   coordinating   
vaccines   to   related   parties   of   the   school   community,   including   but   not   limited   to,   eligible   
students,   family   members,   and   child   care   providers.   

● Appropriate   accommodations   for   children   with   disabilities   with   respect   to   health   and   
safety   policies   -   In   coordination   with   parents   and   their   medical   provider,   ACPS   provides   
both   safety   and   education   objectives   based   on   each   students’   individual   need.    Specific   
disabilities   are   addressed   when   determining   appropriate   safety   measures   for   each   
student.    As   needed,   learning   opportunities   are   adjusted   to   align   with   those   appropriate   
safety   measures.   

● Coordination   with   State   and   local   health   officials   -   ACPS   has   held   weekly   meetings   with   
both   our   State   (Virginia   Department   of   Health)   and   local   (Central   Shenandoah   Health   
District)   districts   regarding   current   COVID-19   protocols,   guidelines,   cases,   and   trends.   
These   meetings   have   been   used   to   guide   health   and   safety   protocols   in   the   schools   and   
help   in   mitigation   strategies   against   COVID-19.   

  
Section   3:    Continuity   of   Services   
  

Augusta   County   Public   Schools   has   taken   and   will   continue   to   take   actions   to   ensure   continuity   
of   services,   including   but   not   limited   to,   services   to   address   students’   academic   needs   and   
students’   and   staff   social,   emotional,   mental   health,   and   other   needs.     
  

As   of   April   15,   2021,   Augusta   County   Public   Schools   successfully   transitioned   back   to   a   4-day   a   
week   in-person   instructional   environment.    Our   Student   Services   department,   along   with   our   
school   counselors   are   working   together   to   create   resources   for   parents   and   guardians   to   help   
address   students’   social,   emotional,   and   mental   health   needs.    This   includes   a   website   
dedicated   to   resources   related   to   behavioral   strategies   to   address   social,   emotional,   and   mental   
health   needs   of   students   in   areas   such   as   conflict   resolution,   coping   strategies,   identifying   and   
handling   emotions,   handling   socially-distanced   interactions,   and   behavior   self-management   
strategies.    Teachers   are   undergoing   responsive   classroom   training   to   help   identify   and   target   
specific   social,   emotional,   and   mental   health   needs.    To   address   any   remedial   learning   loss   
needs,   ACPS   will   be   offering   an   extensive   Summer   Academy   across   grades   K-12   and   will   
continue   to   offer   after-school   learning   opportunities,   as   needed.   
  

Section   4:    Opportunity   for   Public   Comment   
  

In   developing   the   ARP   ESSER   Plan,   Augusta   County   Public   Schools   sought   public   input   and   
took   such   input   into   account   as   described   below.   



  
Augusta   County   Public   Schools   continues   to   seek   public   comment   through   numerous   means.   
Including,   publicly   regularly   scheduled   School   Board   meetings,   parent   surveys,   and   having   a   
specific   email   for   any   COVID   or   related   instructional   questions,   comments,   or   concerns.    As   we   
moved   toward   a   4-day   a   week   in-person   learning   environment   a   task   force   has   been   created   to   
include   input   from   many   different   community   members   with   differing   backgrounds   related   to   
public   education.    The   task   force   is   made   of   teachers,   community   members,   school   
administrators,   school   counselors   and   social   workers,   parents,   health   care   providers,   and   a   
member   from   the   Virginia   Department   of   Health   is   a   consultant.   
  

Section   5:    Periodic   Review   and   Revision   of   the   Plan   
  

During   the   period   of   the   ARP   ESSER   award   (until   September   2023),   Augusta   County   Public   
Schools   will   periodically   review   and,   as   needed,   revise   its   plan   for   the   safe   return   to   in-person   
instruction   and   continuity   of   services.    The   plan   will   be   reviewed   at   least   every   six   months,   and   
Augusta   County   Public   Schools   will   seek   and   take   into   account   public   input   during   the   review   
process.    Plan   revisions   will   address   updated   CDC   guidance   on   safely   reopening   schools,   if   any   
are   issued.   
  

Section   6:    Making   the   Plan   Available   to   the   Public   
  

Augusta   County   Public   Schools   has   taken   the   following   steps   to   make   this   plan   available   to   the   
public:   

● The   plan   is   posted   at    www.augusta.k12.va.us/covid19 ;   
● The   plan   is   available   in   multiple   languages,   including   Spanish,   Russian,   French,   and   

Chinese;   
● The   plan   may   be   orally   translated   for   parents.    Contact   ACPS   Student   Services   at   (540)   

245-5275,   to   request   translation;   and   
● Upon   request,   a   parent   who   is   an   individual   with   a   disability   as   defined   by   the   ADA   may   

be   provided   with   the   plan   in   an   alternative   format   accessible   by   contacting   ACPS   
Student   Services   at   (540)   245-5275.   
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