PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS

The Dracut School Committee is dedicated to the best total and continuous development of each student
enrolled. The professional staff is expected to place students at the grade level best suited to them
academically, socially, and emotionally.

In evaluating student achievement, each teacher will make use of all available information, including
results of teacher-made tests and other measures of skill and content mastery, standardized test results,
and teacher observation of student performance. The Principal will direct and aid teachers in their
evaluations and review grade assignments in order to ensure uniformity of evaluation standards.

Students will normally progress annually from grade to grade. Exceptions may be made when, in the
judgment of the professional staff, such exceptions are in the best educational interest of the students
involved. Exceptions will only be made after prior notification and explanation to each student's
parents, but the final decision will rest with the building Principal.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A student must earn enough units of credit each year to complete 22 units of course work, including
Physical Education in order to graduate. Specific requirements include:

4.5 units English, including MCAS and writing skills
4 units Social Studies

3 units Science

3 units Math

1 unit Physical Education/Wellness

1 unit Foreign Language

Students must enroll in at least 7 units and pass 5.5 units each year, and pass the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment Exams in order to fulfill graduation requirements. Credits are earned when
(a) the student earns a passing grade, and (b) the student is in compliance with the attendance policy. A
student who does not pass a required course must retake the course.

Students who desire a recommendation to college must meet the college preparatory requirements as
outlined in the Program of Studies. Please refer to the Program of Studies for additional information
regarding actual courses offered and how credit may be earned by taking courses outside of DHS.

Credit for Foreign Study: Students who are away for a term or year to participate in a student exchange
program or otherwise study abroad may receive credits toward high school graduation when (1) study
plans are approved by the school administration in advance; and (2) the institution where the study
occurred submits a record of the student's work. In these instances, the Principal and student's guidance
counselor will evaluate the work and assign credit for it according to standards prevailing in Dracut High
School.
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EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS

The Dracut School Committee considers comprehensive and objective evaluation of the effectiveness of
the curriculum to be of primary importance. The Superintendent will provide for the translation of the
stated instructional goals into objectives and for appraisal of their implementation in order to:

el

5.

Determine educational needs and provide information for planning.

Indicate instructional strengths and weaknesses.

To check on the suitability of programs in terms of community requirements.
Show the relationship between achievement and the system's stated goals.

Provide data for public information.

Elements of this evaluation process may include:

1.
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Testing programs such as nationally standardized general achievement tests, nationally
standardized tests in specific subject areas, and tests administered by other agencies.

Study of school achievement records.

Study of students' high school and dropout records.

Use of outside services, participation in regional research studies, contracted evaluation
services; evaluation services at cost to the school system must be approved in advance by
the School Committee.

Teacher and parent evaluation of student behavior.

State Department of Education specialists and services.

Evaluation by the regional accrediting association.

Evaluation by other agencies.

An evaluation of the curriculum and its effectiveness will be made periodically and reported to the
committee by the Superintendent.

Revised: January 18, 1996
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DISTRICT PROGRAM ASSESSMENTS

A district program of testing for assessment/evaluation shall be coordinated throughout the school
district by the appropriate administrator who shall be responsible for scheduling, disseminating, and
collecting tests and for reporting and interpreting all group test results.

Measurements of educational achievement shall be prepared so that data is consistent for comparison
purposes within the school district from year to year and with other school districts to the extent required
by rules of the State Board of Education.

{Adoption date}
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TEACHING ACTIVITIES/PRESENTATIONS

It is the desire of the Dracut School Committee that the best available strategies for bringing about
learning be utilized in the District's schools. The instructional staff shall be expected to keep abreast of
new and promising instructional ideas and practices developed in schools throughout the nation and to
apply those which have potential for improving the learning program in the District's schools.

An educational climate shall be established which shall be conducive to rational thought, inquiry, and
respect for the dignity of the individual. This educational climate will assist students in learning how to

think rather than what to think and shall provide students the opportunity to identify, express, and defend
their opinions without penalty or fear of reprisal or ridicule.

Nothing in this policy shall limit a parent/guardian’s right to file a complaint to challenge the use of
teaching activity or presentation.

Adoption date: January 1996
SOURCE: MASC Policy
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TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES/CONTROVERSIAL SPEAKERS

An important goal of the schools is to help prepare students for intelligent and conscientious
participation as citizens in our democratic society. One step toward meeting this goal is to introduce
students to reason and dispassionate approaches to the analysis of contemporary social and political
issues. To insure that these issues can be examined in an atmosphere as free from emotion and prejudice
as the times permit, the Dracut School Committee establishes the following guidelines for discussion of
controversial issues in the schools.

Teacher-Planned Classroom Discussions

1. Controversial issues selected by teachers for classroom discussion must relate directly to
the objectives and content of courses approved by the School Committee for inclusion in
the curriculum.

2. The teachers' right to introduce controversial issues in classroom presentations does not
include the right of advocacy. Teachers must refrain from using their positions to express
partisan points of view.

3. The approach to discussion of these issues in the classroom must be objective and
scholarly with minimum emphasis on opinion and maximum emphasis on intelligent
analysis.

4. Teachers must ensure that the reasoned arguments of all sides of an issue are given equal

presentation and emphasis in classroom discussions.

5. Teachers may invite visitors from outside the schools to give presentations on
controversial issues when the visitors offer qualifications and resources not available in
the schools. All visitors are to be guided by the standards of language usage that prevail
in the classrooms and by the standards of scholarly inquiry set forth above. Whenever
possible, teachers who invite visitors to present one side of an issue will also invite
visitors to present the other side(s).

6. In all cases teachers must obtain from the appropriate Principal permission to invite
visitors for classroom presentations. Permission must be requested at least 7 school days
before the scheduled time of presentation.

Student-Initiated Forums on Controversial Issues

Student groups may request permission to conduct forums on controversial issues in the schools. The
Principal may grant such requests under the following conditions:

1. Preparation for presentation of a forum will not cause any student or teacher to miss class
and will not cause the cancellation of any class.
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2. Adequate advance planning must be conducted for each forum. A request to hold a
forum must be received by the Principal at least three weeks before the scheduled date of
presentation. For each request the Principal will appoint, after consultation with the
requesting student group, an adult advisory group consisting of at least two parents and

two faculty members.

3. The standards for approach to discussion, style of presentation, and use of visitors as
defined above will apply to student-initiated forums.

Requests from Groups or Individuals Outside the Schools

No permission will be granted non-school groups or individuals to make presentations on controversial
issues in the schools during school hours. Requests for after-school or evening use will be processed in
accordance with the committee's policy on community use of school facilities.

No permission will be granted outsiders for distribution of literature on controversial issues to students
in general or to class groups.

A Principal may grant an outside group or individual permission to post one notice of a public meeting
for discussion of issues if the language of that notice conforms to the standards that prevail in the
community. The Principal will determine the appropriate bulletin board for such notices.

Adoption date: January 1996
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SCHOOL CEREMONIES AND OBSERVANCES

The United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Massachusetts and related court
rulings clearly establish the concept of "church and state separation™ and the "preclusion of sectarian
instruction in public schools."

In order to help staff members abide by the spirit and letter of the law, and to avoid compromising any
student's religious or conscientious beliefs or freedoms, the following guidelines have been established:

The observance of religious holidays is not the responsibility of the public schools.

While it is recognized that many activities are initiated with the approach of major holidays in order to
capitalize on the readiness and interest that is generated at these times, it should be understood that such
occasions frequently have religious underpinnings. Care should be taken to relate only to secular aspects
of these holidays.

Music programs given at times close to religious holidays should not use religious aspect of these
holidays as the underlying motive or theme. Although religious music is appropriate in the schools to
the extent that it is sung or presented for musical rather than religious content, its use should not violate
the secular nature of the school. Pageants, plays, recitals, and other literary or dramatic activities should
not be used to convey religious messages. While the holidays represent a valid source of ideas for
meaningful school art experiences, teachers should avoid assigning or encouraging artwork that
promotes religious aspects of such holidays. If, however, individual students choose to use a religious
personage, event, or symbol as the vehicle for an artistic expression, they should be allowed to take this
action.

The above statements should not be interpreted to preclude the factual and objective teaching about
religions, religious holidays, and religious differences. Such instruction will be permitted in the schools
since insights in this area can enhance the mutual understanding needed by all the people in a pluralistic
society.
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