
MTSS QUICK GUIDE
In District 114, we take a comprehensive approach to quality 
instruction and strategic intervention. This "at-a-glance" 
document outlines the most fundamental aspects of our 
commitment to providing targeted support to enhance the 
educational experience for all of our students.

   WHAT IS A MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT?
A framework for continuous improvement that is systemic, prevention-focused, and 
data-informed, providing a coherent continuum of academic, behavioral, and social-emotional 
supports responsive to meet the needs of ALL learners. 

CORE PRINCIPLES OF MTSS
● UNIVERSAL SCREENING
● EVIDENCE-BASED STRATEGIES
● PARENT INVOLVEMENT

● TIERS OF INTERVENTION
● ONGOING DATA COLLECTION
● STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

   MEASURE & MONITOR STUDENT PROGRESS AND GROWTH
BENCHMARK ASSESSMENTS are administered in fall, winter, and spring, in order to respond in a 
timely fashion when further support or enrichment may be warranted. 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SCREENING is administered in fall, winter, and spring to help identify students 
who may be at-risk in competency areas such as self-awareness, relationship skills, and 
self-management. Parents will be contacted if their child is identified to receive an intervention targeting 
social-emotional learning. 

THE DATA-BASED PROBLEM-SOLVING PROCESS is designed to support the MTSS team in the 
development of plans for the improvement of student outcomes. The process consists of four steps: 
Problem Identification, Problem Analysis, Plan Development, and Evaluation. The process is 
ongoing and circular in nature, insofar as refinement of strategies, interventions, and resources 
continues until the desired outcomes are attained. 

   SUPPORT & INTERVENTION FOR STUDENTS

THREE TIERS OF INSTRUCTION
● Tier 1 - Differentiated Classroom Instruction: Research-based, data-driven classroom instruction 

that ALL students receive with the general education teacher,including whole-group, small group, 
partner and one-on-one practices.

● Tier 2 - Targeted and Strategic Instruction or Intervention: Small-group instruction that may be 
provided by the classroom teacher, reading specialist, math interventionist, or other staff trained in 
administering specific interventions to students.  

● Tier 3 -  Intensive Intervention: Small-group instruction typically provided by the reading specialist, 
math interventionist, or other trained staff. 

INTERVENTIONS: The goal of any intervention is to bridge the gap between current levels of student 
performance and the desired level of performance for a given grade level and content. Student progress is 
monitored on a regular basis, allowing teachers to adjust as needed to achieve the desired outcome.

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT:  Manhattan District 114 strives to provide parents with the information and tools 
they need to participate meaningfully in their children’s educations. A family’s understanding of the process 
and subsequent support can be extremely valuable in achieving that goal.


