
Dear Members of the Andover School Community, 

I am delighted to finally become an official Panther and to be joining such a supportive and tight-knit 

community.  I have already had the chance to meet some members of the staff and community, and I 

feel fortunate to have been so warmly welcomed.  I look forward to working in a district that so clearly 

embraces its school, and I am eager to join this team of educators. 

After graduating from Penn State University with a degree in Social Studies Education, I began my career 

as a high school teacher in New York City with a desire to share my love of History and of learning with 

my students.  There, and subsequently in districts on Long Island and in Westchester County, I had the 

opportunity to work with students from diverse backgrounds and who all possessed very different 

learning styles.  Along the way, I developed a profound appreciation for the distinct set of experiences 

and personal traits that make each student’s educational journey so unique.   

Throughout my career, I have maintained a commitment to the belief that school should be a place in 

which students are encouraged to explore new things, take risks, and treat each experience as an 

opportunity to learn and to grow.  As I begin my 20th year in education, I remain eager to help our 

students fulfill their greatest potential by working to support a whole-child approach that includes their 

social, emotional, and academic growth.   

In the coming weeks, as I begin to get more settled in you may see me in and around town.  I should be 

easy enough to spot as I’ll be the one nobody recognizes who is being walked by a large dog 

(shepherd/lab mix).  If you’re brave enough to withstand an all-out assault of slobber, please stop us to 

introduce yourself.  I will also be hosting a meet and greet during the Penny Carnival next Wednesday, 

September 1st; I hope you’ll take a moment to stop by.   

As we prepare to get the new school year underway, I am excited to meet all of our students and to 

work in partnership throughout the year ahead.  Currently, we are finalizing our preparations to bring all 

of our students back full-time.  Additional information about the start of school and our reopening plans 

will be forthcoming in the next day or two, so please stay tuned! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Derek Schuelein 


