
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD BRIEF 
The Washington Community High School District #308 

Board of Education consists of seven members who are 

elected by the community to serve a four year term. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 11 (7:00 PM) 

 November 2017 Board Meeting Summary 

Highlights of Reports 

and Discussion Items 
The following items were presented to the board: 

Student Council Report – Boo Bash was very 
successful with 500 children attending. Upcoming 
events include planning the December 15 winter 
assembly, vice versa dance and St. Jude week. 
 

Department Report – Department Chair Dan Reem 
presented information about the Social Studies 
Department. The group includes Vicki Aberle, Cale 
Dahm, Chris Greiner, Eric Schermerhorn, Todd Stevens 
and Laura Wiggers. The department has 121 years of 
combined teaching experience, eight bachelor’s 
degrees and eight master’s degrees. The teachers are 
very involved in the school with five of the seven serving 
in extracurricular activities. WCHS offers more social 
studies courses than any other mid-Illini school, which 
provides many options for students. Department 
accomplishments include expanding AP/Dual Credit 
courses to four offerings, offering the mayor-for-a-day 
experience and the renaissance fair. Of the 100 
students completing AP exams in social studies, U.S. 
History students passed at above average level and 93 
percent of students passed the exam for European 
History. Over the next several years the department 
plans to add two more AP courses to the curriculum 
(Human Geography and Psychology) and a dual credit 
course in sociology.  
 

Financial Report – The district continues to have a 
strong financial standing. The November Financial 
Snapshot includes two links that provide additional 
information about the Evidence-Based Funding model 
that will be used by the state to finance schools.  

 

Financial Overview – Dr. Sander presented the Annual 
Financial Summary and Review. Revenue sources for 
the school include 70 percent from real estate taxes and 
15 percent from state aid and funding from these 
sources is up from previous years. The largest expense 
is for salaries and benefits, but this is common for 
school districts. Average Daily Attendance has grown 
from 1,030 students in 2007 to 1,185 in 2017.  

Financial Overview (cont.) – The Operating 
Expense per Pupil for WCHS is significantly lower 
than the high school district average for the state. 
However, growing enrollment may require additional 
teachers and support staff which will increase per 
pupil expenditure costs. Currently our district has 
done a commendable job managing operational 
costs in comparison to other high school districts. 
 

School Report Card – Dr. Freeman and Mrs. 
Stevens presented the results of the Illinois School 
Report Card for WCHS. The following are a few 
highlights, but the At-A-Glance Report Card is 
available for more information. Strong programs 
result in fewer students requiring remediation in 
college. Only 18 percent of our students need 
remediation compared to 47 percent at the state 
level. Almost 80 percent of our students are 
attending postsecondary schools as compared to 73 
percent at the state level. Students ready for next 
level is reporting zero percent because data is still 
pending for Academic Success from state testing.  
 

Board Committee Reports – Insurance, Policy, 
Curriculum and Insurance Committees did not meet. 
 

Facilities Committee: The committee discussed the 
need for an additional maintenance employee to 
meet the demands of the facility footprint and 
growing enrollment. Qualifications for an individual 
should include HVAC experience if possible to 
address maintenance needs for these systems.  
 

Also discussed was the gradual conversion of HVAC 
controls from dial to electronic. The energy savings 
from programming thermostats and more accurate 
temperature control will help offset expenses for this 
upgrade.  
 

The annual bleacher inspection revealed areas that 
need to be addressed, including reinforcing welds 
and replacing cracked bleacher seats. The group 
discussed future replacement options and the age of 
the bleacher system that was installed in 1974. The 
average life expectancy of bleachers is 30 years.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41510109
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NHlQ8pY1xjrW61gMHu3n4_nlZwERYkWu/view?usp=sharing
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41535795
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41535795
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41533269
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41533269
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41500736


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 November 2017 Board Meeting Summary 

(continued) 

The committee discussed the more urgent need for 
an addition to the school for band and chorus 
space. The growing music program is pushing the 
limits of the current rooms. Part of this plan would 
include evaluating the current band and chorus 
rooms for conversion into instructional space.  
 

Discussion and Informational Items –  
Dr. Freeman will work with the Washington Park 
District to organize a community wide effort, 
directed by the park district, to discuss expectations 
from coaches, students and parents related to 
athletics or other programs. The desired result is a 
code of conduct that can be followed from an early 
age that extends through the end of high school.  
 

Parent Community Advisory Council Members – 
We welcome Tammy Roozenboom and Jerime 
Gendron to the council. 
 

Foundation – Dr. Freeman and Brad Butler have 
been researching the possible addition of a 
foundation for District 308. A foundation is a 
separate entity that accepts financial donations on 
behalf of a school or district. The money in a 
foundation is typically used for school projects, 
scholarships, grants, etc. The funds in a foundation 
are governed by a separate board that approves 
how money is spent. After learning more, the 
suggestion is to join the existing community wide 
foundation and create a subset for District 
308.Central District 51 recently took a similar 
approach when establishing their foundation.  
Additional information will be provided, and 
decisions about how to proceed will be made at a 
future board meeting. 
 

Graduation – Based on projected enrollment, Five 
Points will no longer have capacity to host 
graduation starting with the 2018-2019 school year.  
Several venues were researched and the best and 
most cost effective fit is Bradley Renaissance 
Coliseum. This will be the location for the 2019 
graduation ceremony. 

Highlights of Action Items 

The following items were approved: 

Highlights of Reports and 

Discussion Items (cont.) 
The following items were presented to the board: 

Personnel – The Board of Education approved 

the following personnel changes that can be found 
in section 8.1 of the November Board Book. 
 

Non-certified employment: The board approved 
employment for Gabriel Williams (Full-Time Café); 
Tammy Park (Part-Time Café); Carol Cealy (Nurse). 
 

Extra-curricular Personnel: The board approved the 
employment of Brandon Rice (Asst. Wrestling 
Coach) and Jacob Spring (Asst. Boys Swim 
Coach). 
 

Retirements: The board approved a retirement 
request for Debbie Johnston (Full-Time Café). 
 

Leave of Absence: The board approved a leave of 
absence for Karen Catton. 
 

Overnight Band Trips – The Board of Education 
approved the Honor Band trip to SIU Edwardsville 
from Friday, January 19 to Saturday, January 20, 
2018 and the Honor Band trip to WIU from 
Thursday, February 22 to Saturday, February 24, 
2018. 
 

Disposition of District Property – The board 
approved the disposition of a vertical lift. 
 

Service Agreement – The board approved a two-
year agreement for bus services with Allen 
Transportation. 
 

Bus Bids – The board approved a motion for the 
superintendent to let bids for the supply and 
delivery of school buses 1-8. 
 

Estimating Tax Extension – The board approved 
the estimate for the tax levy. This is part of the 
normal annual cycle of estimating budget 
requirements and aggregate levy for the year. 
Adoption of the levy will be reviewed at the 
December board meeting. 
 

District Architect and Solutions – The board 
approved a motion to contract with Farnsworth as 
the district architect. Based on this motion, the 
district will engage with the architect to further 
develop plans and solutions related to growing 
enrollment. 

https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicAgenda.aspx?ak=1000490&mk=50265208
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41524491
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41524491
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41529792


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links of interest 

Finance Report 

November Board Agenda 

October Approved Minutes 

Board of Education Members 

Jewel Ward 

President 

jward@wacohi.net 

309.303.4192 

 

 

 

Christopher Armstrong 

clarmstrong@wacohi.net 
309.444.4224 

 

 

Dr. Kyle Freeman  

FOIA Officer 

kwfreeman@wacohi.net  

 

 

The information in this document is intended to be a general summary of the board meeting results  

and does not include all topics discussed. If there is a discrepancy between this summary  

and the official board meeting materials, the official documents prevail.  

Jennifer Essig 

Vice President 

jdessig@wacohi.net 
309.645.3468 

 

 

Gloria McNett  

Secretary 

gmcnett@wacohi.net 

309.444.4181 

 

 

Brad Butler  

bbutler@wacohi.net 
309.444.7446 

 

 

Brian Fischer 

bjfischer@wacohi.net 

309.251.6023 

Bonnie Nofsinger  

bjnofsinger@wacohi.net 
309.645.3279 

 

 

Heather Ford  

Secretary to the Board 

hjford@wacohi.net 

 

 

https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41535795
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicAgenda.aspx?ak=1000490&mk=50265208
https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=41536289

