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Introduction The start of the school year is right around the corner and
we are eager to see our students and staff return. We
were happy to see some return to normal over the summer
as families were able to travel and enjoy the reduced
requirement for masks and social restrictions.  We were
pleased when the CDC recommended in July that masks
could be optional for students and staff, but once again the
guidance was reversed for schools.

What does this
mean for our
school?

Once again schools have been put in a difficult position to
navigate vaguely worded guidance and recommendations.

Our number one goal is to provide the safest
environment for our students and staff.

Last year, we were happy to complete the year primarily
in-person when many schools were remote.  We operated
safely by putting precautions into place and with
EVERYONE’S help, completed a successful school year.

Unfortunately, the spread of the virus is continuing to rise
and the Delta Variant is concerning.  Vermilion County as
of 8/2/2021 is at a high transmission level and will pose a
significant problem for the start of school.

Masks

Given new evidence on the
B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant,
CDC has updated the
guidance for fully vaccinated
people. CDC recommends
universal indoor masking for
all teachers, staff, students,
and visitors to K-12 schools,
regardless of vaccination
status.

The debate to wear or not wear masks continues to remain
an issue that divides school communities.

The Governors Executive Order Requires - All public
and nonpublic schools in Illinois serving pre-kindergarten
through 12th grade students must follow the joint
guidance issued by ISBE and IDPH and take proactive
measures to ensure the safety of students, staff, and
visitors, including, but not limited to:

a. Requiring the indoor use of face coverings
by students, staff, and visitors who are over age two
and able to medically tolerate a face covering,
regardless of vaccination status, consistent with
CDC guidance; and,

b. Implementing other layered prevention

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html


Cleaning, Disinfection and
Ventilation

strategies (such as physical distancing, screening
testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory
etiquette, advising individuals to stay home when
sick and get tested, contact tracing in combination
with appropriate quarantine and isolation, and
cleaning and disinfection) to the greatest extent
possible and taking into consideration factors such
as community transmission, vaccination coverage,
screening testing, and occurrence of outbreaks,
consistent with CDC guidance.

We ask for your patience and cooperation as we start this
school year.   The district has two options: 1. Follow the
law or 2. Defy the law.    The Illinois State Board of
Education has the authority to sanction the school with loss
of funding and recognition and we are seeing this action
moving forward against some districts.  This would have a
devastating impact on Potomac Schools.

The decision to follow the law is not based in fear of
liability, personal opinion or political dysfunction. It is
based on putting our students first.   The loss of
recognition and funding would severely impact our
students and community.   In addition, we are concerned
about the health and safety of our students and staff. We
encourage you to express your opinions to our elected
leaders in Springfield. We look forward to the day to
make masks a parental decision.

All passengers on buses must wear a mask at all
times.

In addition to masks, the school is taking a layered
prevention strategy approach.

● Areas of the building have been renovated and
sanitized.

● New touchless sinks and hand dryers have been
added to the restrooms.

● Water filling stations have been added to provide
additional access to drinking water.

● School staff will continue to clean surfaces on a
regular basis. Particular attention will be given to
disinfecting areas where a known COVID-positive
individual has been present.



Handwashing and
Respiratory Etiquette

Physical Distancing

● Air conditioning filters have been opened and
cleaned.

● School staff will monitor and reinforce frequent
handwashing and respiratory etiquette.

● Students are encouraged to frequently wash their
hands. Hand sanitizer will be made available
throughout the schools.

● Effort will be made to social distance students when
feasible.  However, it is understood that education is
a collaborative process, and best educational
practices sometimes call for students to be in closer
proximity to each other.

● Students should make an effort to social distance
from other students to the greatest extent possible.

Positive
Cases

Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19 must
remain out of school until they meet ALL of the following
criteria:

○ Symptom-free
○ 24-hour fever free without fever-reducing

medication
○ A minimum of 10-days must pass after

symptoms first appeared (or 10-days after
testing if asymptomatic)

● Non-vaccinated students and staff who have a
member of their household that has tested positive
for COVID-19 must remain out of school until the
positive individual is released from isolation if the
positive individual is unable to isolate away from the
student/staff member.

● In all other instances, the district will follow the lead
of the Vermilion County Health Department in
regards to individuals needing to quarantine due to
exposure.

● Students who are excluded from school for
COVID-related reasons will be given an excused
absence.  They will be provided with all school work
and will be allowed to submit it for full credit.
Teachers will be available to assist students via
email, phone, or Zoom as needed.



Screening
& Testing

● The district is not participating in a school-wide
screening program at this time.

● It is up to the discretion of the parent/guardian to
determine whether or not to test their child for
COVID-19. Testing must go through an outside
provider.

● Testing is available through the Vermilion County
Health Department.  Check their website for
updates.

Vaccinations ● Vaccinations are not mandatory and are at the
discretion of parents/guardians.

● The district will continue to share information on
vaccine clinics for parents/guardians who are
interested.

Appropriate
Accommodations
for Students with
Disabilities

Parents of students who need accommodations,
modifications, or assistance related to COVID-19 safety
protocols, disabilities, underlying medical conditions, or
weakened immune systems should contact their building
principal to discuss the need(s).

Collaboration
with Public
Health Officials

District officials will continue to collaborate and consult with
Vermilion County Health Department officials throughout a
pandemic on various logistics and decision-making
including, but not limited to school health and safety
protocols, quarantine, and emergency school closings.

Continuity of
Services

● The district will continue to provide the necessary
services to meet the needs of students, including
academic, social, emotional, mental, health, and
nutritional needs.

● Students will be supported academically through the
school’s RtI process.  Parents/guardians who feel
their child needs assistance should contact the
building principal.

● Services are available to meet students' social,
emotional, and mental health needs.

● All students will be provided with access to free
breakfast and lunch on a daily basis. Students who
are excluded from school due to being placed in



quarantine or isolation may request meals for pick
up.  Parents should contact the office  to make
arrangements.

Plan Review ● This plan will be reviewed no less frequently than
every six months.

● The district reserves the right to make changes to
the plan as needed.

What are the school
hours?

8:00 - 3:00/3:05 - Parents should plan to drop off their
students between 8:00 - 8:10.   If your child eats breakfast,
the breakfast line opens at 7:50 AM.

When will students have
an option to wear
masks?

We will continue to watch the data and continue to express
our support for local control.

If the mask requirement
becomes optional...

Vaccinated individuals are recommended to wear masks.
Unvaccinated individuals are preferred to wear a mask. In
each case it will be the decision of the parent/adult to
determine if they will wear a mask.

Will temperature checks
on drop off still be done?

While we are at a HIGH TRANSMISSION LEVEL,
temperature checks will still be conducted.  We encourage
parents to monitor their child’s symptoms and keep them
home if needed.

Will students/classes still
have to quarantine?

If it is determined that students were in close contact,
group quarantine may be necessary.  It is our goal to
prevent as much group quarantine as possible through the
use of masks, distancing, and good hygiene.


