
Why Laude?
1. The reliance on class rank in college admissions is misleading and fosters student

behaviors that we educators view as counterproductive to the learning environment.
a. Avoidance of challenging classes that might impact class rank.
b. Excessive competition with classmates.
c. An unwillingness to take an intellectual and academic risk.
d. Increased pressure from students and/ or parents to inflate and/ or change

grades.
2. Class rank is based on the assumption that all students are taking the same classes. All

courses are not intended to offer the same rigor and challenge.  Using class rank in this
system can bring about inequities.

3. Cumulative GPAs may include courses from other organizations or other high schools
whose grading policies are not in alignment with ours.

4. By not reporting class rank, college admissions offices are forced to review more
important factors, such as:

a. Rigor of courses taken by the student.
b. Student’s activities and accomplishments.
c. Test scores.
d. Personal statement/essay

5. Grade changes for one student affect the entire class rank. These factors make class
rank less than reliable.

6. According to the National Association of Secondary School Principals class rank is
declining in importance. Additionally the National Association for College Admission
Counseling states half of HS no longer report class rank.

LAUDE SYSTEM FAQ
1. What is a Laude System? A Laude System is a way to recognize academic honors in

graduates. Although the Latin origins of Laude systems in Universities dates back 150
years, there is no “one true system” or universal Laude system. The Laude System
referred to throughout this document is specific to BHS.  The BHS proposed Laude
System is a point based system  (based off of designated courses taken) and cumulative
grade point average to create a Laude score. The Laude score determines which laude
rank a student falls under at graduation.

2. What will a Laude System at BHS do exactly? The proposed Laude system would
replace the current grade point average class rank system. The contemporary education
literature regarding class rank is clear: it is a poor statistic to use in public education.

3. I understand Laude will replace the GPA class rank system, but what about the
overall purpose(s) of a Laude System? Our primary purposes of proposing a Laude
System is to encourage rigor in student coursework, decrease unnecessary competition
between classmates, and increase students’ academic and intellectual risks. The
addition of the Laude System – and the concurrent elimination of the existing class rank
system – will have a positive impact on students.
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4. When will the Laude System go into place? If approved, the Laude System would be
in place for our current Freshmen – the Class of 2025.

5. What are the ranks within the Laude System? Upon meeting a certain minimum
criteria, students could obtain Cum Laude (“with honor”), Magna Cum Laude (“with great
honor”), or Summa Cum Laude (“with highest honor”) status.

6. How will students be recognized at graduation? Students at Cum Laude will receive
white honors cords; Magna Cum Laude will receive silver honors cords; Summa Cum
Laude will receive gold honors cords.

7. If class rank is not provided on most college applications, will that hurt our
students’ chances to be accepted into college? Highly doubtful. On the contrary, not
reporting class rank will force college admissions into evaluating our graduates via a
more holistic approach, putting greater emphasis on rigor of coursework and
corresponding grades in that coursework, ACT/SAT scores, letters of recommendation,
etc., and will likely be advantageous for our students. The trend across our nation is
fewer high schools reporting class rank, and fewer colleges considering class rank.
Because BHS has small class sizes, a student may have a high GPA, but be in the
bottom half of their class.  We have had colleges ask us to remove class rank on
transcripts. College Board Article on Class Rank.

8. Will there still be a designated class Valedictorian and class Salutatorian? As we
transition to the Laude system, we propose to keep Val/Sal through the Class of 2024.
In the future (class of 2025) we instead honor students graduating within the Laude
system.

9. So who will speak at graduation in place of the Valedictorian and/or Salutatorian?
Any students graduating Summa Cum Laude can express an interest to speak at
graduation. All students in the Summa Cum Laude rank will vote on who they would like
to speak. The student with the most votes will have the opportunity to speak.

10. What about other scholarships? Don’t some of our local scholarship criteria
include class rank? The local scholarship groups, foundations, and/or individual donors
will be notified that within the next three years, the criteria language will need to change
so that the term “class rank” is no longer included. We will happily work with our local
providers on ways to creatively change criteria to better reflect the Laude System
changes, if necessary.
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