
Special Session Minutes 

Matters for Board Consideration 

Casey-Westfield Community Unit School District C-4 

Monday, Aug 16, 2021 

Unit Office 306 E. Edgar, Casey, IL 62420  

Venue Changed to Arts Hall to Accommodate More Visitors 

7:00 P.M. 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Recognize visitors. Individual visitors may bring up topics for Board discussion, 

information, or consideration and/or indicate agenda items they may address later in the 

meeting. Complaints or situations involving specific employees may be addressed only in 

closed session. The Board president will determine if such a discussion is needed. 

Harley Craig Kylee Julius Jennifer Harris Betsy Collins Aaron Janssen 

Casey Overbeck Ian Littlejohn Bethany Littlejohn Rosemary 

Glidewell 

Michelle 

Honselman 

Michael Honselman Patty Repp Jen Baysinger Tim Blair Ashley Athey 

Lyn Cochonour Lindsay McDonald Tim Burris Shane Todd Ashley Spittler 

Chris Overbeck Ryan High Mike High Cara Shoaff Andy Brenton 

Dawn Brenton Josh Clark Doug Clement Chelsey Taylor Doug Taylor 

Bridgett Sullivan Maralina Elliott Patti Daughhetee Karen Self Sharon Holifield 

Jennifer Redick Ali Cox Teri Cox Patty hacker Aaron Warner 

Jen Craig Adam Shoaff Melissa Carr Jay Bohner Valentina Bohner 

 

 

 

3. Approve 2021-2022 back to school plan as listed below 

 

The board had a 40 minute session for attendees to voice concerns and heard from several 

in attendance. Tim Blair said the plan being considered does not allow for following the 

law and encouraged civics classes to discuss the topic. Teacher union president Betsy 

ROLL CALL Present Absent 

Becky Clement X  

Erin Fain X  

Tracy Gelb X  

Joe Hickox X  

Wendy Navel X  

Jeremy Perie X  

Jason Sharp X  



Collins shared that a survey was sent out and there were concerns over open house 

happening and that 62.5% of those surveyed responded with either a 1 or a 2 on a 5 point 

scale, 1 being the least safe, about returning to school without masks. She said teachers 

left comments saying there were concerns with funding implications and personal 

liability as well. Teacher Aaron Janssen said the consequences are way too high and there 

are lots of risks involved without requiring masks. He said there was more to it than just 

wearing a mask. Teacher Jennifer Harris advised the board to fight the governor, not the 

educators. Teacher Maralina Elliott said teach about respect and accountability and that 

choices effect everyone. Choices should be for the greater good. Teacher Chelsea Taylor 

said the health, safety, and livelihood of everyone needs to be taken into account, which 

she feels isn’t being done. She is disappointed and students’ health is being gambled. 

Teacher Ryan High said he appreciates the board and what they do. He asked that we 

think about the kids and didn’t want to see us back down on a stance that is already made. 

Teacher Jay Bohner said he is not pro or anti mask, but he is pro football. He asked the 

board to do whatever we have to do in order to play football and that his program, among 

all the other programs going on right now have kids working very hard to compete. Kylee 

Julius said she was fighting to have the option for her children to wear a mask. She said 

kids need to breath and that masks aren’t PPE. Chris Overbeck stated that government 

has divided our community and we need to question some things. His stance is that if you 

feel uncomfortable, wear a mask. The line has been drawn in the sand and it’s time to 

fight for it. Karen Self brought in 2 pens from the sign in sheet area and said 28 people 

used the same 2 pens and that there is more to the science. She said there is a double 

standard and it’s not just a mask. Harley Craig admitted this is a tough decision but that 

Martinsville just stood up and we need to fight this. If something were to change, we 

could always change. He questioned how much money would be lost with kids leaving 

the district. Ashley Athey said she appreciates what the board does and that her husband 

is putting his resignation in that night to stick to their morals. She asked for the 

community to stick together no matter the choice. Melissa Carr said since we don’t have 

remote learning, she thinks we should be willing to wear a mask. Cara Shoaff said a mask 

is a ticket to freedom. The board has no authority to even decide. She isn’t willing to 

wager the kids’ education and wouldn’t recommend fighting this because we would lose.  

 

The board members then had some initial discussion if they were to not have masks. 

Jeremy Perie stated quarantines are a concern and Tracy Gelb explained the issues with 

remote learning and that the state is giving no leeway on the mask mandate. She said she 

takes her oath seriously in upholding the law and that noncompliance puts the school at 

risk. Legal fights aren’t the responsibility of taxpayers. Jason Sharp said if we aren’t 

doing masks, that pre-screening is needed. Wendy navel said schools will be given 30-60 

days for probation but to what end? She said pre-screening would be needed without 

masks because you can’t remove other mitigations without wearing masks. Becky 

Clement said students should have options and that there is no good route to take for 

everyone. Joe Hickox said facial expressions are important and that masks cause loss of 

educational experiences. The board decided it would be difficult to nail down a plan 

without knowing what to do on the main subject of mask wearing. Eventually, discussion 

led to executive session to discuss personnel.  



The board went into closed session and afterwards discussed several items on the back to 

school plan that was presented. After some discussion, it was decided that to develop the 

rest of the plan, the masks needed addressed first. Votes are listed below to follow the 

required mask mandate 

 
MOTION Implement Mask 

mandate 

YEA NAY 

 Becky Clement  x 

 Erin Fain  x 

2 Tracy Gelb x  

 Joe Hickox  x 

1 Wendy Navel x  

 Jeremy Perie x  

 Jason Sharp x  

 

After the vote, the board developed a back to school plan requiring masks and other requirements 

that resembled the 20-21 back to school plan. Superintendent Julius was instructed to develop the 

points discussed and to post it for publication when completed. The plan can be found on the 

school website and the school’s Facebook page. The votes are listed below.  

  
MOTION plan YEA NAY 

 Becky Clement X  

 Erin Fain X  

 Tracy Gelb X  

2 Joe Hickox X  

 Wendy Navel X  

1 Jeremy Perie X  

 Jason Sharp X  

 

4. Closed Session 9:47pm 

 
MOTION Closed session YEA NAY 

 Becky Clement X  

 Erin Fain X  

 Tracy Gelb X  

2 Joe Hickox X  

 Wendy Navel X  

 Jeremy Perie X  

1 Jason Sharp X  

 

 

5. Return to open session 10:24pm 

 
MOTION Open session YEA NAY 

 Becky Clement X  

 Erin Fain X  

 Tracy Gelb X  

2 Joe Hickox X  

 Wendy Navel X  

1 Jeremy Perie X  



 Jason Sharp X  

 

 

6. Addendum 

7. Adjourn 10:57pm 

 

 

MOTION 

adjourn YEA NAY 

 Becky Clement X  

 Erin Fain X  

 Tracy Gelb X  

1 Joe Hickox X  

 Wendy Navel X  

2 Jeremy Perie X  

 Jason Sharp X  

 


