
Mary Jean Mangione 

Assistant Principal 
Marylu T. Lerz 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GORDON C. SWIFT MIDDLE SCHOOL 

250 COLONIAL STREET 

OAKVILLE, CONNECTICUT  06779 
TELEPHONE:  (860) 945-4830 

FAX:  (860) 945-6449 

www.watertownps.org 

“Here Everyone Acts with Respect and Tolerance”   

 
 

 

August 17, 2021                                                         

                        

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  

 

The procedures for arrival and dismissal to and from Swift each day are outlined below. 

Please read these guidelines carefully. They guarantee the safety of our students and 

staff as well as provide for a quick and efficient process for families. 

 

Plan to arrive at school between 7:50 and 8:05 each morning.  Any student arriving after 

8:05 will need to come to the front office to be checked in and marked present. Dismissal 

is at 2:35. 

 

Arrival Procedures 

All students arriving by bus: 

▪ Buses will drop students in the rear circle.  (NO cars are permitted to enter the 

circle, for the safety of our students.)  Once off the bus, grade 6 students will 

enter the school at the end of the sidewalk near the stop sign, seventh graders will 

enter through the middle door and eighth graders through the café doors.  (Staff 

will direct and assist students for the first few days.) 

 

All students being dropped off in cars: 

▪ Cars will enter the campus from Colonial Street, proceed to the left around the 

loop, and then drop off students on the sidewalk side only in the front loop.  The 

students will use the sidewalks to enter the building through the front doors.  

Security staff will help direct families and students each day. 

▪ Parents are asked to continue to drive ALL THE WAY UP the circle to drop off, so 

that as many cars as possible can unload simultaneously.  

▪ NO students may be dropped off on Colonial Street across from the school as 

there are no crossing guards assigned there.  Please enter the lot to discharge your 

child, or drop them on the sidewalk on Colonial Street. 

▪ Cars will exit the campus back onto Colonial Street.  Please note that when leaving 

the front circle onto Colonial, cars are ONLY permitted to turn right. There is NO 

left exit from the front circle.  (Per Watertown Police.) 

▪ All sixth, seventh, and eighth graders walking or biking to school and arriving 

from the Colonial Street side, will use the sidewalks and enter the school through 

the front door. (Bikers need to walk their bikes on school grounds.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ All sixth, seventh, and eighth graders walking or biking to school and arriving 

from the Davis Street side, will enter the campus and proceed up the driveway 

using the sidewalks. (Bikers need to walk their bikes on school grounds.) Walkers 

may enter through the same doors as the bus riders. For bike riders, there is a bike 

rack near the library at the front of the school.    

 

 

 

 

  .  

 

 

Dismissal Procedures 

At dismissal, all walkers and students who are being picked up will be dismissed out of the 

front of the building. To insure student safety, no cars are permitted to wait along the 

inner circle (grass side of the driveway) or park in front of the handicapped ramp while 

waiting for students to be dismissed.  Police officers will be present on the first day of 

school to assist us with the traffic.  Security staff is available to assist each day. 

 

Student safety is our utmost priority and we have found that this plan works best to 

protect our students and staff to get the students dismissed in an expedient manner.   

Thank you in advance for your support of our students and staff! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Marylu T. Lerz 

 

Marylu T. Lerz 

Principal 

 
 

 

Please note:   
For safety, no cars may enter through the Davis Street entrance  

at any time, arrival or dismissal, as it is used for buses, walkers and staff 
only. 

 

 


