
August 2021

A Message from the Principal….

Welcome back!!! I sincerely hope that everyone is wrapping up a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable summer
break.  The anticipation and excitement over the beginning of a new school year is certainly refreshing
and wonderful in many ways.  From our returning students at the 8th grade level to those in each of the
grade levels below, Geneva Middle School has a tremendous amount to be proud of.  Our staff looks
forward to seeing all of our returning students and is equally excited to welcome our incoming 6th
graders to the halls of our building.

I’m extremely delighted and honored to be joining the staff of this fantastic District as Principal. After
spending several years as an administrator at the secondary level (grades 7-12), including fifteen years in
the role of a Principal, I’m excited and looking forward to this new position.  One of the many key
reasons that drew me to this position was the continued focus of community involvement that
emphasizes high expectations across all academic, co-curricular, and athletic settings.  In speaking with
several families since my arrival, there is definitely a sense of pride in all of our endeavors and a
commitment to prepare our students to make a positive impact as they grow into becoming leaders that
will surface within the community and beyond.  This partnership between the District and our families is
certainly an integral part of our past and future success.

Recently, I’ve had the opportunity to meet with many of our students as they prepare for their upcoming
seasons.  Intentionally taking the time to visit our athletic practices has given me a great opportunity to
interact with our students.  In each conversation, I’ve been amazed with their dedication, perseverance,
and talent while also appreciative of their warm welcome to the District.  Interactions with families and
community organizations have also been very rewarding. An important part of our discussions has
simply been listening to families share their dreams for their students and how much they overcame
throughout the prior, and stressful, school year with the ever-changing health protocols and constant
need to adjust.  In acknowledging and empathizing with these thoughts, I’d simply like to say “thank you”
for all that you’ve done to support your student through these times.   Your support and encouragement
does not go unnoticed and, working together, we will continue to provide the best educational
opportunities for everyone.

Communication and parent involvement is essential to ensuring the success of all students.  With this in
mind, I encourage you to take the opportunity to attend as many events as possible and show support
for all the activities your student participates in. Being involved in upcoming projects and activities
throughout the school year is certainly appreciated and a great way to stay connected in your student’s
education.  On behalf of the students and faculty, we truly do appreciate and thank our parents for their
dedication, effort, and thoughtfulness with all the various projects.  Feel free to follow our wonderful
activities and announcements we have via social media or our website
(https://www.genevaschools.org/o/gms).

https://www.genevaschools.org/o/gms


This mailing contains a great deal of information to help you and your student prepare for a successful
start to the school year.  Additionally, the listing below includes our dates/times for both Chromebook
distributions as well as Open House/Orientation for each grade level.  This year, the District will be
moving forward with a 1:1 technology initiative by assigning each student a District-provided
Chromebook.  Prior to receiving a device, families will need to complete and sign appropriate documents
which will be made available during the distribution dates. When arriving to pick-up the device, a
student must be accompanied by their parent/legal guardian in order to sign these documents and
receive the equipment.  More specific details regarding this 1:1 initiative will be forthcoming and also
relayed during distribution and Open House/Orientation dates.  Please make every effort to attend your
student’s respective distribution date and Open House/Orientation.

6th Grade Orientation (August 24th @ 6:00-7:00 PM)
➢ We look forward to welcoming our incoming 6th grade students and families on the evening of

August 24th. We will promptly begin our program at 6:00 PM in the gymnasium with students
seated in chairs in the center of the room with other family members in attendance seated in the
stands.  Following this opening presentation designed to help you and your student transition
smoothly to the middle school, everyone is encouraged to tour the building, practice opening
lockers, and meet those staff members who are present. Student schedules and academic
planners will be distributed during this evening.

7th/8th Grade Open House (August 23rd @ 6:00-7:00 PM)
➢ We look forward to welcoming our returning students and families on the evening of August

23rd.  Although there is no formal opening presentation for the evening, students and families
will receive their schedule, locker assignments, academic planner, and meet those staff members
who are present while touring the building.

Student Health & Safety
➢ The health and safety of our students, staff, and community is, as always, a top priority for the

Geneva Area City Schools.  We all must realize that we are still in the midst of a continually
evolving global pandemic which will require all of us, much like last school year, to be patient,
flexible, and resilient while showing compassion toward everyone.  With this in mind, and in our
continued efforts to do our best to keep our buildings open for the school year, the District will
be providing access, in a coordinated effort with the Ashtabula County Health Department, to
free vaccination clinics for those that may be interested on the following dates/times:

○ August 23rd (3:00-5:00 PM)
○ August 24th (3:00-5:00 PM)
○ August 25th (9:00-11:00 AM & 6:00-8:00 PM)



Key August Dates

Date Activity Time (where appropriate)

August 23 Chromebook Distribution
(7th/8th)

7th/8th Grade Open House

3:00-5:00 PM

6:00-7:00 PM

August 24 Chromebook Distribution
(6th only)

6th Grade Orientation

3:00-5:00 PM

6:00-7:00 PM

August 25th Chromebook Distribution
(all grades)

9:00 - 11:00 AM
&

6:00 - 8:00 PM

August 30th 1st Day of School 7:30 AM - 2:20 PM

In closing, I look forward to meeting each of you in the coming weeks and sincerely do appreciate the
hospitable welcome from everyone.  If I can be of any assistance at any point during the school year,
please feel free to contact me via email (david.riley@genevaschools.org) or school (440-466-4831).

Sincerely,

M�. Dav� Rile�

mailto:david.riley@genevaschools.org

